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ANNALS 

OF    THE 

RIGHT    HONORABLE 

WILLIAM  PITT, 


Ti-IE  life  of  WILLIAM  PITT  contains  so  much  of  the 
public  and  so  little  of  the  private  man  in  its  events,  that, 
the  reader  will  pardon  our  entering-  upon  some  illustration  of  the 
plan,  the  aim,  and  scope  of  this  rapid  sketch,  before  he  pro- 
ceeds, lest  he  should  expect  anecdotes  where  he  will  encounter 
orations,  and  incidents  where  he  will  but  meet  v.ith  opinions. 
Av/are  of  the  g-reat  difficulty  at  this  moment  of  representing- 
this  illustrious  character  in  an  historical  form,  the  following- 
pages  will  be  found  to  contain  all  the  leading  features  in  their 
native  figure  and  proportion.  The  senate  lias  been  the  great 
theatre  where  the  abundance  of  his  early  cultivation,  of  his 
uncommon  m.ind,  and  of  his  unbounded  application,  formed  into 
maxims  of  policy,  and  digested  into  systems  of  government,  was 
displayed  and  promulgated.  To  this  source  the  editor  has  prin- 
cipally applied  ;  and  it  is  only  where  Mr.  Pitt's  speeches  do  not  fur- 
nish the  information  necessary  to  complete  the  views  of  the  v.'ork, 
that  lie  has  had  recourse  to  the  best  historians  of  the  times. 

William  Pitt  was  tiie  young-estson  of  the  illustrious  Earl  Chatham, 
and  was  born  on  the  28th  of  May,  1759,  at  a  time  wlien  his 
father's  glory  was  at  its  zenith  ;  and  when,  in  consequence  of  the 
vrisdom  of  his  councils,  and  the  vigoiu'  and  promptitude  of  his 
decisions,  British  valour  reigned  triumphant  in  every  part  of  the 
globe. 

On  the  accession  of  his  present  majesty,  that  great  statesman,  iu 
consequence  of  new  arrangenients,  retired  from  the  station  which  he 
liad  so  honorably  filled,  and  consigning  his  elder  sotis  to  the  care  of 
others,  he  devoted  his  own  time  to  the  education  of  tiiis  his  favorite 
child,  on  a  strong  and  well-founded  persuasion  (as  lie  vras  in  the 
habit  of  saying)  that  "  he  would  one  day  increase  tlie  glory  of  the 
name  of  Pitt." 

His  classical  knowledge  Mr.  Pitt  acquired  under  the  care  of  a 
private  tutor  at  Burton  Pynsent,  the  seat  of  his  father;    and  the 
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Earl  took  pleasure  in  teaching  him,  while  still  a  youth,  to  argne 
with  logical  precision,  and  to  speak  with  elegance  and  force.  He 
accustomed  him  to  the  practice  of  makintj  accurate  enquiries  re- 
specting- every  subject  that  caug-ht  his  attention,  and  taught  him 
3iot  to  remain  satisfied  with  a  superficial  observation  of  appear- 
ances. These  lessons  brought  him  into  an  early  practice  of  cool 
and  patient  investigation,  rarely,  if  ever,  acquired  by  those  who 
prefer  the  trappings  of  eh'quence,  and  the  showy  ornaments  of 
language,  to  plain  sober  diction,  and  pertinent  m.atter  of  fact. 
Under  such  an  able  paternal  guide,  an  acute  mind  could  not  fail 
to  imbibe  a  store  of  sound  practical  knowlcdg-e.  The  Earl  saw 
in  his  son  a  future  statesman,  and,  in  all  probability,  a  future 
minister  of  his  country  also,  it  was  a  laudable  ambition,  and  to 
gratify  it  he  spared  no  exertions  ;  directing  his  whole  attention  to 
the  great  object  of  i-endering  his  son  accomplished  in  all  things 
requisite  to  form  a  public  character,  and  to  preserve  the  lustre 
already  attached  to  the  name  of  William  Pitt.  He,  himself,  fre- 
quently entered  into  disputations  with  him,  and  er.couraged  him 
to  converse  with  others,  upon  subjects  far  above  what  could  be 
expected  from  his  years.  In  the  management  of  these  arguments, 
his  father  would  never  cease  to  press  him  with  difficulties  ;  nor 
would  he  permit  him  to  stop,  till  the  subject  of  contention  was 
completely  exhausted.  By  being  iniu-ed  to  this  m.ethod,  the  son 
iicquired  that  quality  which  is  of  the  firf.',t  consequence  in  pub- 
lic life. ...a  sufficient  degree  of  firmness,  and  presence  of  mind,  as 
vveil  as  a  ready  delivery,  in  which  lie  was  wonderfully  aided  both 
by  nature  and  education.  That  he  might  enjoy  all  the  benefits  of 
instruction  which  this  country  could  give  hini,  and  at  the  same 
time,  by  a  rapid  progress  i,n  the  preliminary  studies,  qualify  liim- 
self  early  for  tlie  senate,  he  was,  at  between  fourteen  and  fifteen 
years  of  age,  taken  from  I'nder  tiie  private  tuition  of  the  Rev. 
'  Mr.  Wilson,  and  entered  at  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  where 
lie  v/as  placed  under  the  tuition  of  Dr.  Turner,  now  Dean  of 
Norwich,  and  Doctor  Pretyman,  tlie  present  bishop  of  Lincoln; 
who,  in  the  dedication  of  his  excellent  elementary  work  on 
Christian  Theology,  has,  in  terms  of  very  affectionate  regard,  borne 
the  most  honorable  testimony,  not  only  to  the  promising  abilities, 
but  to  the  private  virtues  and  amiable  dispositions  of  his  illustrious 
pupil. 

Mr.  Pitt  was  aftervv'ards  entered'  a  student  of  Lincoln's  Lin,  and 
made  so  rapid  a  progress  in  his  legal  studies,  as  to  be  soon  called 
to  the  bar,  with  every  pros])ect  of  success.  He  once  or  tsvice  v.ent 
upon  the  western  circuit,  and  appeared  as  junior  counsel  in  several 
causes. 

On  the  dissolution  of  parliament  in  September,  1780,  Mr.  Pitt 
was  returned  lor  a  borovsgh,  at  the  age  of  22.  Some  of  his  friends 
at  Cambridge  proposed  that  he  should  become  a  candidate  for  that 
University, "^bnt  he  declined  the  honor,  because  it  was  not  una- 
nimously offered.  The  opinion  of  liis  talents  entertained  by  his 
iUustri'jus    falher,    and    the    sedulous    cultivation    tlie   Eavl    had 
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bestowed  upon  his  favorite  son,  were  publicly  known.  The  ex" 
pectations  of  all  ranks  and  parties  were  aroused  in  his  favour  Mr. 
Burke's  plan  of  a  reform  affoided  Mr.  Pitt  the  opportunity  of 
making- his  first  important  speech  in  the  house.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected tliat  I^ord  North  was  at  the  head  of  administration.  Mr.  Pitt, 
therefore,  appeared  on  the  side  of  opposition.  He  did  not,  hov/- 
ever,  connect  himself  with  any  of  its  members  as  a  party,  but  like 
his  father,  he  trusted  to  himself.  In  the  speech,  which  lie  now- 
delivered,  Mr.  Pitt  fully  justified  the  public  anticipation,  and 
was  considered  an  important  accession  to  pa.riiamentary  ability. 

In  1782  terminated  the  administration  of  Lord  North,  and 
during-  an  adjournment  that  of  Lord  Rocking-ham  was  formed. 
Mr.  Pitt  had  voted  ag-ainst  Lord  North's  system  and  measures, 
but  never  formed  any  connection  v/ith  the  Rockingham  confe- 
deracy, and  accepted  no  place.  Young  as  this  gentleman  was,  he 
had  studied  moral  and  political  philosophy  more  thoroughly  than 
most  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  time,  thoug-h  of  riper  experience. 
He  had  accurately  investigated  the  history,  detail  and  spirit  of 
the  British  constitution,  and  comprehended  its  objects,  princi- 
ples and  actual  state;  he  conceived  it  to  be  the  hig-hest  effort  of 
human  wisdom,  and  its  support  essential  to  the  prosperity  and 
Jiappiness  of  the  nation.  He  saw  that,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
cellence of  our  polity,  various  corruptions  had  arisen,  and  vari=. 
ous  evils  had  issued  from  its  legislature,  very  pernicious  to  the 
country.  Considering  one  of  the  chief  advantages  of  our  sys- 
tem to  be  the  equipoise  of  the  component  estates,  lie  imputed 
recent  measures  and  miscarriages  to  a  derang-ement  in  the  proper 
balance.  Like  other  young  men  of  lofty  genius,  not  yet  iiaa- 
tured  in  the  practice  of  affairs,  in  devisii^.g  a  corrective  he  formed 
theories  which  subsequent  experience  could  not  entirely  con- 
firm. There  was  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom  a  dispositon  of 
election  franchises  totally  disproportionate  both  to  numbers  and 
to  property ;  and  hence  there  appeared  to  be  a  defect  in  the  re» 
prestiitation  of  the  commons  of  England.  This  inequality  was 
founded  neither  on  alleged  merits,  nor  property  on  the  part  of 
the  electors.  In  a  considerable  number  of  boroughs,  there  was 
not  only  a  paucity  of  voters,  but  the  few  that  enjoyed  franchises 
were  in  such  a  state  as  to  render  them  in  a  great  measure  depen- 
dent on  individuals.  As  there  were  evidently  very  gi-eat  abuses 
in  the  administration  of  affairs,  and  as  parliament  appeared  in 
many  instances  to  have  sanctioned  measures  detrimental  to  the 
country,  it  was  natural  to  impute  the  ci>nduct  of  part  of  the  ma- 
jorities to  the  corrupt  intlue.ice  of  the  crown,  and  the  efficacy 
of  ministerial  seduction.  To  remove  the  supposed  source  of  evil, 
many  patriotic  men  projected  a  refor7"n  in  parhament.  Lord 
Chatham  had  been  fiivourabie  to  an  alteratioji  in  this  department 
ef  tlie  constitution  :  his  son  f(U'med  the  same  general  opinion. 
He,  therefore,  resolved  to  projjose  some  plan  for  mehorating-  the 
representation.  Aware,  however,  of  the  delicate  ground  on 
A   2 
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^vliich  he  trod,  he  proceeded  very  ciintlously.  Iritending-  to  in- 
vestigate  facts  before  he  drew  a  conclusion  or  constructed 
schemes,  he  confined  himself  to  a  motion  tliat  a  committee  should 
be  oppointed  to  enquire  into  the  state  of  tlie  representation  la 
parliament,  and  to  report  their  sentinients  to  the  house.  Tlus 
was  however  necfatived. 

The  Rockingham  administration  was  soon  after  dissolved  by 
the  death  of  the  Marquis,  and  the  appointment  of  Lord  Sh.el- 
burne  in  liis  place  ;  tb.e  other  members  of  th.e  cabinet  resigning" 
Iheir  offices,  Mr.  P.tt  accepted  the  office  of  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer..  ..This  year  put  an  end  to  the  war  with  America;  the 
independenpe  of  that  country  being  acknowledged,  preliminary 
firticles  were  signed  on  the  SOtii  of  November. 

Lord  Shelburne,  though  a  man  of  considerable  political  know- 
ledge, and  particu.larly  distinguished  for  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  foreign  affairs,  yet  found  from  the  great  talents  of  his 
opponents,  who  were  ranked  under  Lord  North  in  one  division, 
and  vuider  Mr.  Fox  in  another,  that  without  some  accession  of 
political  strength  he  should  be  inca])able  of  retaining  his  situa- 
tion. Despairing  of  a  re-union  Vvith  those  from  whom  he  had 
so  lately  separated^  he  made  overtures  to  the  party  which  he  had 
uniformly  opposed.  Mr.  Pitt  candidly  bestowed  a  just  tribute 
of  praise  on  Lord  North,  but  declared  iiis  detcrmiiiation  never 
to  be  a  member  of  a  mini:-.try  in  which  that  statesman  sb.otdd 
bear  a  part.  It  may  indeed  be  fairly  inferred  from  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Pitt,  that  he  thought  it  wiser  to  stand  upon  political 
talents  and  cliaracter,  than  to  seek  the  props  of  coalitions  and. 
Cvombinations.  Various  repoits  were  now  s])read  concerning- 
the  intention  of  both  the  respective  parties  and  individual  mem- 
bers ;  all  eyes  were  turned  to  tiie  approaching  meeting  of  parlia- 
;-ncnt.  Parlianient  h.aving  met  on  the  9th  of  July,  for  the  first 
time  after  the  cliangc,  Mr.  Fox  undertook  to  explain  tlie  motive 
€)f  his  hUe  resignation.  It  had  (he  said)  been  understood  by 
Lord  Rockingliam's  friends,  that  Lord  Shelburne  had,  on  coming 
into  office,  acceded  to  their  measures ;  that  he  had  sacrificed 
bis  own  opinion  respecting  the  independency  of  America  to 
tiic  sentiments  of  his  colleagues  ;  but  Mr.  Fox  found  tliat 
totally  different  principles  were  adopted  which  he  would  net 
then  detail,  and  thought  it  his  duty  to  resign.  He  pledged 
himself,  wlien  circumstances  would  admit  of  a  particular  state- 
iijer.t  of  his  reasons,  to  prove  that  they  were  well  Ibundcd. 
...  Mr.  Pitt  arraigned  th.e  conduct  of  the  late  secretary  of  state  in 
the  severest  terms.  It  vras  evident,  he  said,  from  the  whole 
tenor  of  the  riglit  honorable  gentleman's  speeches,  that  l.e  was 
more  at  variance  witli  men  than  with  tlieir  P'ieasures.  He  denied 
that  he  had  adduced  an}^  public  ground  on  which  his  resignation 
was  justifiable.  Pie  deprecated  tlie  fatal  consequences  of  dis- 
sentiou.  He  conjured  the  people  to  give  the  ministers  their 
confidence  till   they  had   shewn  that  thcy'did  not  deserve  it;  and 
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he  pledged  himself,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that,  whenever 
he  saw  things  going-  wrong,  he  would  first  endeavour  to  set  them 
right;  but  failing  in  that  effort,  he  should  be  the  first  to  relinquish 
his  present  political  connections.  In  consequence  of  the  cen- 
sure passed  on  the  peace  by  the  resolutions  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons on  the  21st  of  Februarj-,  1783,  Lord  Shelburne  quitted  his 
office  of  first  commissioner  of  the  treasury,  and  t!.e  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  declared  publicly  in  the  house,  that  he  only  held 
his  phice  till  a  successor  should  be  appointed  to  fill  it.  A  mi- 
nisterial inlen-cgnum  ensued,  which  lasted  till  the  beginning  of 
April.  Mr.  Pitt  then  acquainted  tlie  house,  that  he  had  resigned 
liis  office  of  chancellor  of  his  majesty's  exchequer.  On  the  2d 
of  April  a  new  administration  was  announced,  of  which  the  fol- 
lov.ing  persons  formed  the  cabinet:  the  Duke  of  Portland,  Lord 
North,  Mr.  Fox,  Lord  J.  Cavendish,  Lord  Keppel,  Lord  Stormont, 
and  the  Earl  of  Carlisle, 

On  the  7th  of  May,  Mr.  Pitt  made  a  motion  respecting  the 
reform  of  parliamentary  representation ;  the  mode  intended  last 
year  of  examining  the  subject  by  a  committee,  was  accounted 
too  general,  he  therefore  designed  to  bring  forward  specific  pro- 
positions. The  object  of  the  fii-st  v»as  to  prevent  bribery  at 
elections,  the  second  proposed  to  disfi-anchise  a  borough  which 
should  be  convicted  of  corruption ;  but  that  the  minority  of 
votes  should  be  reccmpensed  :  liis  third  proposition  was,  that  an 
augmentation  of  the  knights  of  shires,  and  i-cpresentatives  of  the 
metrciplis  shculd  be  added  to  the  state  of  the  representation. 
He  left  the  number  for  future  discussion,  but  si.id  he  should 
recommend  o-ie  hundred.  The  arguments  both  for  and  against 
a  parliamentary  reform  were  nearly  the  same  as  in  the  preceding 
session,  but  the  supporters  constituted  a  smaller  proportion;  the 
majority  against  the  reform  were  tv.o  hundred  and  ninety -three, 
toor^e  liundred  and  forty-nine.  It  vras  in  this  session  that  the 
consideration  of  India  affaii's  first  afforded  to  Mr.  Dundas  an 
opportmiity  of  compliVi'^'j'  exhibitir.g  his  powers  and  habits. 
During  the  admiiMstration  of  Lord  North,  liis  abilities  were  but 
imperfectly  knovn,  because  occasion  had  admitted  of  only  par- 
tial exertion  He  v/as  dibtinguished  as  a  clear,  direct  and  forci- 
ble reasoner;  l)ut  lie  liad  r.ot  yet  shev/n  his  abilities  as  a  statesmian. 
In  tlie  India  enquiry  he  manifested  the  most  patient,  constant 
and  active  industry  to  investigate ;  peiietrating  acuteness  to  ais- 
cover  tJie  nature  and  situation  of  affairs,  enlarged  views  to  com- 
prehend tlicir  tentlency,  and  fertile  energetic  invention  to  devise 
regulations,  both  for  correction  and  improvement.  Mr.  Dundas 
indeed,  vvlien  in  opposition  to  ministers,  wliose  means  of  pro- 
curing their  offices  lie  did  not  approve,  vvas  far  from  considering 
invectives  against  admir.istiation,  as  the  chief  business  of  a  m.era- 
ber  of  parliament.  He  piaimed  and  proposed  himself,  much  oftener 
than  he  censured  the  propositions  and  schemes  of  others. 
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Parliament  assembled  on  the  11th  of  November,  and  soon 
afforded  an  oppoitunity  of  considering  the  vievrs  of  administra- 
tion. His  Majesty's  speech  va  as  short,  but  extremely  compre- 
hensive ;  it  noticed  the  treaties  of  peace,  and  state  of  the  East 
India  affairs,  the  means  of  recruiting-  the  national  strength,  affor- 
ded b}'  the  peace,  and  the  revenue  at  large.  The  primary  im- 
portance of  these  objects  was  undeniable,  and  an  address,  conso- 
nant to  the  speech,  was  unanimously  passed  in  both  houses.  Mr. 
Pitt  expressed  his  high  approbation  of  the  ends  proposed  by 
government,  though  he  made  some  animadversions  on  the  tardiness 
of  ministers,  in  not  having  been  further  advanced  with  measures 
for  the  accomplishment  of  such  momentous  purposes.  On  all 
these  grand  subjects  he  counselled  them  to  bring  forward  great, 
efficient,  and  permanent  systems ;  as  he  highly  applauded  the 
ends  which  they  professed  to  seek — he  trusted  the  means  v.'hich 
they  would  devise  would  be  equally  meritorious,  in  wliich  case, 
they  should  have  his  warmest  support.  Mr.  Fox,  impressed  with 
the  very  highest  idea  of  Mr.  Pitt's  talents,  declared  nothing  could 
afford  him  moi-e  satisfaction  as  a  minister,  or  proud  exaltation  as 
a  man,  than  to  be  honored  with  the  praise  and  support  of  Mr, 
Pitt. 

On  the  iSth  of  November,  Mr.  Fox  m  ved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  his  East  India  Bili :  Its  objects  were  to  vest  the  whole  affairs 
of  the  company  in  commissioners,  to  })e  appointed  by  parliament. 
The  first,  most  strenuous,  and  powerful  opposer  of  the  bill  was 
Mr.  Pitt.  Tlie  reasons  which  he  urged  against  it  were  reducible 
to  two  heads.  The  proposed  scheme,  he  said,  *•'  annihilated  char- 
tered rights,  and  created  a  new  and  immense  body  of  influence 
unknown  to  tlie  British  constitution.  He  admitted  that  India 
wanted  reform ;  but  not  such  a  reform  as  broke  through  every 
principle  of  equity  and  justice.  The  bill  proposed  to  disfran- 
chise the  members,  and  confiscate  the  property  of  the  East  liidia 
Company ;  it  required  directors  and  trustees,  chosen  by  proprie- 
tors, for  the  behalf  of  those  constituents,  and  \mder  thioir  control, 
to  surrender  all  lands,  tenements,  Ijouses,  books,  recoids,  charters, 
instruments,  vessels,  goods,  money,  and  sureties,  to  persons  over  • 
whom  the  ovrners  were  to  possess  no  pov/er  of  interference  in 
the  disposal  of  their  own  pro))criy.  On  what  principle  of  law 
or  justice  could  such  a  confiscatio;'  be  defended?  The  rights  of 
tlie  company  were  conveyed  in  a  charter,  expressed  in  the  clearest 
and  stronge-t  terms  that  could  be  conceived.  It  was  clearer, 
stronger,  and  better  guarded,  in  point  of  expression,  than  the 
charter  of  the  Bunk  of  England  ;  the  right  by  which  our  gracious 
sovereign  held  tne  sceptre  of  these  kingdoms,  was  not  more  fully 
confirmed,  nor  fuither  removed  fiom  the  possibility  of  all  plausi- 
l)le  question.  The  principle  of  this  bill  once  estabashed,  what 
security  had  the  oth.er  public  companies  of  the  kingdom  ?  What 
security  had  the  Bank  of  England?  What  secuiity  had  the 
national  creditors,  or  the  public  corporations  ?  Or  indeed,  what 
assurance  could  we  have  for  the  great  charter  itself.... the  foun- 
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dation  of  all  our  privileges,  and  ail  our  liberties.  The  power, 
indeed,  was  pretended  to  be  created  in  trust,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  proprietors  :  JS^o  !  but  to  a  majority  of  either  house  of  par- 
liament, which  the  most  drivelling-  minister  could  not  fail  to 
secure  with  the  patronag-e  of  about  two  millions  sterling',  g-iven 
by  this  bill.  But  the  proposition  was  still  more  objectionable 
in  another  way  ;  it  v/as  calcuhited  to  increase  the  influence  of  the 
minister  to  an  enormous  and  alarming-  degree.  Seven  commis- 
sioners, chosen  ostensibly  by  parliament,  but  really  by  adminis- 
tration, were  to  involve  in  the  vortex  of '  their  authority  the 
whole  treasure  of  India.  These  poured  forth  like  an  irresistible 
torrent  upon  tliis  country,  would  svveep  away  our  liberties-  and 
all  we  could  call  our  own."  Mr.  Dundas  arg-ued  on  tlie  same 
side,  and  even  charged  Mr.  Fox  with  seeking-  perpetual  dictator- 
ship. The  combined  force  of  philosophy,  eloquence  and  poetry, 
was  employed  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  supporting  this  grand  project 
of  his  friend,  and  it  was  on  this  occasion  that  he  made  his  cele- 
brated speech  on  the  extent  and  bounds  of  cliartered  rights The 

fate  of  the  bill  is  well  known. ...it  passed  the  commons,  but  was  re- 
jected by  the  lords. 

On  the  ISth  of  Decem.ber,  at  Twelve  at  night,  his  Majesty 
sent  a  message  to  the  two  secretaries  of  state,  intimating  that  he 
had  no  farther  occasion  for  their  services,  and  directing  that  the 
seals  of  office  should  be  delivered  to  him  by  the  under-secretaries, 
as  a  personal  interview  would  be  disagreeable.  Early  the  next 
morning  letters  of  dismission,  signed  Temple,  were  sent  to  the 
other  members  of  the  cabinet.  Immediately  the  places  of  first 
lord  of  the  treasury  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  were  conferred 
on  Mr.  Pitt. ...thus  terminated  the  coalition  administration,  owing 
its  downfal  to  Mr.  Fox's  East-India  Bill. 

By  the  dismissal  of  ministers  the  country  found  itself  in  s,  new- 
situation  ;  about  to  be  governed  by  an  administration,  which  a  very 
powerful  majority  in  the  house  of  commons  thwarted. 

The  new  prime  minister  was  a  young  man,  in  the  twenty-fifth 
year  of  his  age,  supported  by  no  family  influence  nor  political 
confederacy ;  meanwhile  addresses  were  pouring  in  from  all 
quarters  to  the  sovereign,  to  testify  the  higliest  satisfaction  at  the 
dismission  of  the  old  and  the  appointment  of  the  new  adminis- 
tration. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1784,  in  the  midst  of  the  measures 
taken  by  opposition  to  prevent  a  dissolution  of  Parhament,  Mr. 
Pitt  being-  pressed  to  g-ive  the  house  some  satisfactory  assurance 
that  it  would  not  take  place,  refused,  declaring  that  "  he  would 
never  compromise  the  royal  prerogative,  nor  bargain  it  away  in  the 
house  of  commons." 

On  the  14th,  Mr.  Pitt  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  his  East 
India  Bill,  which  was,  however,  rejected  by  a  majority  of  222 
to  214.  While  this  bill  was  pending,  the  proposition  that  a 
minister  ought  not  to   continue  in   office   without  the   support  of 
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the  commons,  was  carried  in  that  house  by  205  ag'ainst  184 ;  but 
in  the  house  of  peers  Lord  Thurlow  insisted  tliat  this  was  a 
peremptory  order  which  the  liouse  of  commons  liad  no  right  to 
issue  in  contravention  of  the  law  of  the  hmd  ;  for  that  nothing- 
short  of  an  act  of  parliament,  formally  ])assed  by  the  three  states, 
had  the  power  of  suspending  any  part  of  the  statute  or  common  law 
of  Enjjfland. 

Mr.  Pitt,  on  tlie  18th  of  February,  informed  the  house  tliat 
the  King-  had  not,  in  compliance  witli  the  resolution  of  the  com- 
mons, dismissed  his  ministers,  and  that  tlie  ministers  had  not 
resigned.  Impartial  men  liad  de.sised  a  coalition  which  should 
coniprehend  the  chief  talents  of  both  sides :  With  this  view  a 
consideriible  number  of  inde;  endent  gentlemen  met  at  the  St. 
Alban's  Tavern,  on  the  26th  of  January,  and  drew  up  an  address, 
recommending-  an  union  of  parties.  This  being  signed  by  fifty- 
three  members  of  the  house  of  commons,  was  presented  by  a  com- 
mittee to  the  Duke  of  Portland  and  to  Mr.  Pitt.  The  Duke  of 
Portland  answered,  he  should  be  happy  in  obeying  the  commands 
of  so  respectable  a  meeting,  but  that  the  greatest  difficulty  to  him 
was  Mr.  Pitt's  continuance  in  office.  Mr.  Pitt  also  expressed 
liis  readiness  to  pay  attention  to  the  wishes  of  the  meeting,  and 
co-operate  with  their  intentions  to  form  a  stronger  and  more  ex- 
tended administration,  if  it  could  be  done  consistently  with 
princi])le  and  honor.  In  the  further  progress  of  the  discussion, 
the  Duke  of  P(jrt!and  proposed,  as  a  preliminary  step,  that  Mr. 
Pitt  should  resign,  in  compliance  with  tl^e  resolution  of  the  . 
house  of  commons.  Mr.  Pitt  declared  that  it  w^as  inconsistent 
with  his  principles  and  .sentiments  to  resign  his  ministerial  capa» 
city  in  the  present  circumritances.  The  Duke  of  Poitiand  oflered 
the  same  preliminary  repeatedly,  in  diflcrent  f.)rnis ;  but  Mr« 
Pitt  still  held  it  inadmissible,  and  the  Duke  of  Portland  conti- 
nued to  insist  on  it  as  an  indispensable  step;  the  negociation, 
therefore,  was  suspended.  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Pitt  expressed 
their  sentiments  to  the  house,  both  appearing  impressed  with  a 
sense  of  the  benefits  that  might  accrue  from  an  united  adminis- 
tration,  but  ncitlier  would  relinquish  their  respective  principles. 
Mr.  Fox  insisted,  that  it  was  unconstitutional  in  Mr.  Pitt  to 
hold  his  place  after  such  a  vote  of  the  house  of  commons ;  that 
therefore  he  must  resign.  Mr.  Pitt  insisted,  that  it  was  not  un- 
constitutional, and  would  not  consent  to  resign.. .resignation 
would  be  the  virtual  admission  of  a  control  in  the  house  of 
commons  which  he  denied  them  to  possess.  The  reciprocal 
communications  between  tlie  Duke  of  Portland  and  Mr.  Pitt  were 
continued,  and  his  majesty  even  sent  a  message  to  the  duke, 
desiring  that  he  and  Mr.  Pitt  should  have  an  interview  for  the 
sake  of  formilng  a  new  administration  ;  this  step,  however  failed 
to  produce  the  desired  effect. 

The  address  for  the  removal  of  ministry  was  presented   to   the 
king,    on   the   25th   of  February,      His    majesty   in   a    dignified 


A.     1784.  WILLIAM     PITT.  11 

answer,  frauglit  with  reason,  refused.  Every  attempt  to  induce  the 
sovereign  to  sacrifice  his  choice  of  servants  highly  approved  of  by 
his  people,  to  the  mere  will  of  the  coalition  party,  unsupported  by 
any  constitutional  reasoning  was  unavailing  On  the  9ih  of  March, 
they  appeared  to  have  considered  ti.emselves  as  vanquished.  Thus 
terminated  a  contest  between  a  powerful  confederacy  in  the  house 
of  commons,  and  the  executive  government  siij.ported  by  the  confi- 
dence which  the  nation  reposed  in  the  talents  and  character  .f  the 
principal  minister.  A  man  less  powerful  in  reasoning  would  have 
yielded  to  allegations,  so  confidently  urged,  to  sophistry  so  plausibly 
supported,  or  even  to  the  very  authority  of  sucli  illustrious  names, 
A  minister,  however,  endowed  with  iniel'ectuul  superiority,  unless 
also  resolutely  firm,  would  have  rather  conceded  what  he  kr.ew 
to  be  right,  than  maintain  a  contest  with  so  numeroi  s,  forcil  it  and 
well  disciplined  a  host,  thovigh  he  knew  them  to  be  wrong.  With- 
out a  third  advantage,  a  higli  degree  of  estimation  with  tlie  public, 
success  might  have  been  uncertam  On  the  side  vf  Mr.  Fox,  tiiere 
were  consummate  ability,  intrepid  boldness,  fortified  by  a  special 
confederacy.  On  the  side  of  Mr.  Pitt,  there  was  consummate  ability 
and  firmness,  and  unquestionable  character,  which  was  fortified  by 
no  special  combination,  but  increased,  extended,  and  enlarged  by 
that  general  connection  which  wisdom,  virtue,  and  appropriate  fame 
rarely  fail  to  attach  to  a  senator  or  statesman  among  an  informed, 
distinguishing  and  free  people.  Mr.  Fox,  though  transcendaist  in 
genius,  sought  power  by  means  which  during  the  two  preceding 
reigns,  had  exalted  several  ministers  of  no  genius.  Mr.  Pitt  secuied 
public  confidence,  and  acquired  power,  by  personal  qualities.  But 
every  impartial  viell-wisher  to  his  country,  while  he  rejoices  that 
Britain  obtained  the  services  of  Mr.  Pitt,  must  no  less  regret  that 
she  lost  those  of  Mr.  Fox. 

On  the  24th  of  March,  1784,  parliament  Vv^as  prorogued,  and  the 
next  evening  it  was  dissolved  by  proclamation. 

In  the  new  parliament  a  very  considerable  number  of  members 
friendly  to  Mr.  Pitt  was  returned,  more  thar^  liO  of  the  forme  hav- 
ing lost  their  seats.  As  far  as  popular  opinion  can  be  a  test,  it  was  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  him  and  against  his  opponents  The  first  mini- 
sterial efforts  of  Mr.  Pitt  were  directed  to  finance.  On  the  2d  of 
June,  he  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  prevention  of  smug- 
gling ;  this  passed.  The  commutation  act  was  his  next  measure.  It 
had  appeared  before  the  com.mittee  on  smuggling,  that  only  five 
millions,  five  huj.d'ed-thousand  pounds  of  tea  were  sold  annually 
by  the  East-India  company,  whereas  the  annual  consumption  .f  the 
kingdom  was  beJ  eved  to  exceed  twelve  millions  ;  so  tliat  the  con- 
traband traffic  in  this  article  v/as  more  than  double  the  legal.  The 
remedy  which  the  minister  devised  for  this  evil,  wi.s  to  lower  the 
duties  on  tea  to  so  small  an  amount,  as  to  make  the  trade  wholly  un- 
profitable, and  consequently  not  worth  the  pi  rsuit  The  rate  of  fi  eight 
and  insurance  to  the  shore  was  obout  25  per  cent,  and  the  insurance 
on  the  inland  carnage  about  10  per  cent,  more,  in  all  35  per  cent. 
The  duty  on  tea,  as  it  then  stood,  was  ab(/ut  50  per  cent,  so  that  the 
smuggler  ha4  m  jidyantage  oyey  the  fj^ir  dealer  of  15  per  cent.    As 
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this  regulation  would  cause  a  deficiency  in  the  re^-enue  of  about 
600,000/.  per  annum,  he  proposed  to  make  it  g-ood  by  an  additional 
window  tax.  This  tax,  he  said,  would  not  be  felt  as  an  additional 
burden,  but  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  commutation,  and  would 
prove  favorable  to  the  subject.  But  the  principal  benefit  vvlrch  he 
expected  from  this  measure,  was  the  absohite  ruin  of  the  smuggling 
trade,  which  subsisted  almost  entirely  on  the  profit  of  teas.  Another 
benefic  vi^oiild  be  the  timely  and  necessary  relief  it  would  aftord  to 
the  East -India  company.  By  this  regulation  they  would  find  a  vent 
for  thirteen,  instead  of  five  millions  of  pounds  of  tea,  and  would  be 
enabled  to  employ  twenty  more  large  ships  in  their  service.  This 
bill  Dassed  by  a  majority  of  148  to  40.  A  third  bill  was  passed  for  the 
regulittior.  ;f  duties  on  British  spirits  and  on  spirits  imported  from 
the  West  Indies. 

The  next  measures  of  the  mj:\ister  were  a  bill  to  permit  the  East-In- 
dia company  to  divide  eight  j.er  cent,  interest  on  their  capital.  ..an 
act  to  allow  tr',e  company  a  further  respite  of  duties  due  to  the  exche- 
quer, to  enable  them  to  accept  of  bills  beyond  the  amount  prescribed 
by  former  acts,  and  to  establish  their  future  dividends. ...these  were 
followed  by  a  bill  for  the  better  government  of  the  affairs  of  the 
East-India  company. 

The  proposed  change  at  home  was  nearl)^  the  same  as  in  Mr. 
Fox's  bill.  It  proposed  to  leave  the  m-magement  of  commercial 
affairs  to  the  company,  and  to  vest  the  territorial  possessions  in  a  board 
of  control.  Abro.id,  the  supreme  council  and  governor  general 
were  to  b.ave  an  absolute  power  of  originating  orders  to  the  infei-ior 
presidencies,  in  cases  that  did  not  interfere  with  tiie  directions  already 
received  from  Britaui,  and  of  suspending  members  of  the  other  coun- 
cils, in  case  of  disobedience.  Tiie  supreme  government  was  re- 
strained from  offensive  v/ar  or  alliances,  without  orders  from  home  ; 
the  subordinate  settlements  were  prohibited  from  forming  even  defen- 
sive treaties,  but  with  a  conditional  clause,  which  would  render  their 
permanency  depeiident  on  tiie  ratification  of  the  governor-general  ; 
the  servants  of  tlie  company  were  required  to  transmit  accounts  of 
all  considerable  transactions  to  the  council  if  Bengal,  and  the  supreme 
council  to  convey  speedy  intelligence  to  Britain  of  every  important 
occurrence.  In  corssidering  the  comf:)rt  and  security  of  tue  natives, 
enquiry  was  ordered  t;)  be  instituted  by  the  different  presidencies  into 
the  expulsions  of  hereditary  farmers,  and  the  oppressive  rents  and 
contributions  that  have  been  extorted  ;  and  measures  were  directed 
to  be  employed  for  their  relief  and  future  tranquillity.  Various  regula- 
tions were  added,  respectirig  the  debts  of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and 
the  Rajah  of  Tanjc^re,  to  private  individuals  and  t)  the  company.  The 
bill  further  required  asi  examination  into  the  different  establishments 
of  the  presidencies,  for  the  purposes  of  retrenchment,  and  an  annual 
report  ofthescime  to  be  transmitted  to  Britain.  The  proposition  also 
contained  both  tiie  description  of  delinquency,  and  the  judicial  esta- 
blishment for  its  cognizance  and  pimisiur.ei^t.  Crimes  committed  by 
Engiisii  subjects  in  any  part  of  India,  wevc  made  amenable  to  every 
Britisii  court  of  justice,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  been  com- 
mitted in  our  immediate  dominions.     Presents,  except  such  as  were 
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merely  ceremonial,  were  forbidden  to  be  received,  unless  by  a  coun- 
sellor at  law,  a  physician,  a  surg-eon,  or  a  chaplain,  under  the  penalty 
of  confiscation  of  the  present,  arid  an  additional  fine  at  the  d  scretion 
of  the  court.  Disobedience  of  orders,  unless  absolutely  necessary, 
and  pecuniary  transactions  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the  company, 
were  declared  to  be  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors.  The  company 
were  forbidden  to  interfere  in  favor  of  any  person  leg-ally  convicted 
of  the  above  crimes,  or  to  employ  him  in  their  service  for  ever.  The 
g'overnors  of  tiie  several  presidencies  were  empowered  to  im/orison 
any  person  suspected  of  illicit  correspondence,  and  to  send  him  to 
England  if  they  judged  it  necessary.  Eve.y  person  serving  in  India 
was  required,  within  two  mionlhs  after  bin  return  to  England,  to  de- 
liver'in  upon  oath  to  the  court  of  the  exchequer  an  inventory  of  his 
real  and  personal  estates,  aiid  a  copy  thereof  lo  tlie  court  ^-f  directors, 
for  the  inspection  of  ihe  proprietors  ;  and  should  tiie  validity  of  the 
account  be  doubted,  on  any  complaint  to  that  effect  m.ade  by  the 
board  of  control,  tiie  court  of  directors,  or  three  proprietors  possess- 
ing India  stock  to  the  amount  of  10,000;^.  conjunctively,  the  court 
of  exchequer  were  required  to  examine  upon  oatJi  the  person  accused, 
and  to  imprison  him  u:td  lie  should  iiave  satisfictonly  ansv/ered  in- 
terrogatories. Neglect  or  concealment  were  to  be  punished  by  the 
imi>i-isonment  of  the  defendant,  the  forfeiture  of  all  hiS  estates,  both 
real  and  personal,  and  an  incapacity  of  ever  serving  the  company. 
For  the  more  speedy  and  eftectual  prosecution  of  persons  i  i  Great 
Britain,  charged  with  crimes  conr»mitted  in  India  ;  a  court  was  esta- 
blished, to  consist  of  three  judges,  nominated  respectively  by  the 
chancery,  king's  bench  and  common  pleas,  four  peers  taken  fr^m  a 
list  of  forty,  (the  lists  to  be  chosen  by  ballot  from  their  respective 
houses),  a  certain  number  of  whom  should  be  subject  to  peremptory 
challenge,  both  by  the  prosecutor  and  the  defendant.  The  judgment 
of  tlie  court  was  to  extend  to  imprisonmnent,  fine  and  incapacity  of 
serving  tiie  company.  Such  were  the  outlin-  s  of  Mr.  Pitt's  legisla- 
tive, executorial  and  judicial  arrangement  for  the  government  of  India. 

Mr.  Pitt  novv  f  >uad  himself  necessarily  engaged  in  the  laborious 
business  of  windi'ig  up  tlie  accounts  of  the  v/ar,  and  he  was  compelled 
by  the  burden  of  d  lating  debt,  and  the  general  state  of  the  national 
finances,  to  negociate  a  loan,  tiimgh  in  time  of  peace  ;  but  as  this 
measure  was  unavoidable,  in  order  to  make  tlie  terms  as  f.iVorab!e  as 
possible,  instead  of  granting  enormous  profit  to  private  or  pulilical 
favorites,  he  disposed  of  it  to  the  best  bidders.  The  principle  of 
impost  witu  which  he  set  out,  was  to  bear,  as  lightly  as  possible,  oa 
the  poorer  classes.  Oii  the  2d  day  of  August,  1734.  liic  sessi^>n  was 
ended,  by  a  speech  from  the  throne,  in  v/liicii  his  m ::jesty  expressed 
his  warmest  thanks  f)r  tne  eminent  proofs  exhdilted  by  piirliainer.t  of 
zealous  and  diligent  attention  to  the  public  service. 

Parliament  met  on  the  25th  of  January,  17SS.  On  the  ISth  of 
April  Mr.  Pitt  again  introduced  his  plan  fur  a  leform.  Dts  lous,  as 
theministerprofessedhimself,  of  such  a  chang-e  in  the  representation, 
as  he  conceived  most  consistent  with  the  principles,  and  con<lucive 
to  the  objects  of  the  constitution »  lie  was  av/are  of  the  da  iger  of 
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assays  of  reform,  unless  very  nicely  modified  and  circumscribed.... 
The' leading-  principle  was,  that  the  choice  of  legislators  should  follow 
such  circumstances  as  give  an  interest  in  their  acts,  and  theref  re 
ought,  in  a  great  degree,  to  be  attached  to  property.  This  being 
established,  it  was  obvious,  that  as  many  very  considerable  towns  and 
bodies  eitljer  hud  no  vote  in  electing  representatives,  or  had  not  the 
privilege  of  chusing  a  number  proportioned  to  the.r  property,  it 
•would  be  necessary  to  disfranchise  certain  decayed  boroughs.  In  re- 
lations between  goversiment  and  the  subject  it  was  a  manifest  rule  in 
jurisprudence  on  the  one  hand,  that  the  interest  of  a  part  must  give 
way  to  tlie  interest  of  the  whole  ;  but  on  the  other,  that  when  such 
a  sacrifice  is  requii-ed  f  om  a  subject,  the  state  should  amply  compen- 
sate individual  loss  incurred  for  the  public  good.  Guided  by  these 
maxims,  Mr.  Pitt  proposed  to  transfer  the  right  of  choosing  repre- 
Eentatives  from  tliirty-six  of  such  boroughs  as  had  already  fallen,  or 
v/ere  falling  into  df  caj^  to  the  counties  and  to  such  chief  towns  and 
cities  as  v.ere  at  present  imrepresented  ;  that  a  fund  should  be  provi- 
ded for  the  purpose  of  gi\ingthe  owners  and  holders  of  the  boroughs 
disfranchised,  an  appreciated  compensation;  that  the  acceptance  of 
this  rcccmpence  sliould  be  a  voluntary  act  of  the  proprietor,  and,  if 
not  taken  at  present,  should  be  placed  out  at  compound  interest,  until 
it  became  an  irresistible  inducement  to  sucli  proprietor  ;  he  also  pro- 
jected to  extend  the  right  of  voting  for  knights  of  the  shire  to  copy- 
holders as  well  as  freeliolders,  but  his  propositions  were  negatived  by 
a  majority  of  248  to  174. 

Parliament  was  this  year  principally  occupied  in  forming  arrange- 
ments for  a  commercial  intercourse  between  Great  Britam  and  Ireland. 
In  the  year  1780,  the  trade  of  Ireland  had  been  freed  fiom  the  hurt-  • 
ful  restrictions  by  which  it  had  long  been  shackled.  In  1782,  the 
independence  of  Irish  parliaments  had  been  for  ever  establisiied.  It 
remained  for  the  legislature  of  the  two  countries  to  arrange  a  system 
of  com.mercial  intercourse,  which  might  best  promote  the  advantage 
of  parties  so  nearly  connected.  Mr.  Pitt  having  received  assurances  of 
the  disposition  of  the  body  of  the  Irish  parliament  to  settle  tiieir  com- 
mercial intercourse  on  the  basis  of  reciprocity,  proposed  a  plan  under 
two  general  heads;. ...First,  Britain  was  to  allow  the  importalion  of  the 
produce  of  our  colonies  in  the  West-Indies  and  America  uito  Ire- 
land. Secondly,  there  should  be  established  betv.een  the  two  coun- 
tries a  mutual  exchange  of  their  respective  productior.s  and  manu- 
factures upon  equal  terms.  A  considerable  po;tioii  of  tlie  session  was 
employed  in  examining  merchants  and  manufacturers  upon  the  vari- 
ous details  which  couid  elucidate  the  subject ;  and  after  fully  inves- 
tigating the  evidence,  Mr.  PiU,  on  the  12lh  of  May,  1785,  prop{jsed 
twenty  resolutions,  containing  a  full  explanation  of  the  terms  before 
proposed,  and  also  new  resolutions,  wliich  arose  from  the  increased 
knowledge  tliat  had  been  acquired.  The  cliief  object  of  the  addi- 
tional propositions  were  to  provide,  first,  that  whatever  navigation  laws 
the  British  parliament  should  find  it  necessary  to  enact,  f  >r  the  preser- 
vation of  her  marine,  the  sauie  sliotikl  be  passed  by  the  legislatuie  of 
Ireland.  Secondly,  tliat  Ireland  should  debar  itself  from  trading  to 
any  of  the  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  to  the  Straights 


A.     1785.  WILLIAM    PITT.  15 

of  Magellan,  so  \ov,^  as  it  should  be  thoiiglit  necessary  to  continue  the 
charter  of  the  Eng-lish  East-India  Company.  Afterthree  months  had 
been  chiefly  occupied  in  examining"  witnesses,  and  modifying  the 
various  provisions,  the  propositions  were  passed,  by  a  large  majoritv, 
in  the  liouse  of  commons,  and  afterwards  by  the  lords.  On  the  28tli 
cf  July  Mr.  Pitt  p;xpf;sed  a  bii!,  founded  v.pon  tliem ;  tliis  was  ac- 
companied by  an  address  to  the  king,  in  which  both  houses  concurred, 
containing  a  statement  of  what  had  been  done  by  the  Bi'itish  parlia- 
ment, and  observing  that  it  now  remained  for  the  parliament  of  Ire- 
land to  judge  and  decide  upon  t];ie  proposed  agreement.  In  Ireland 
national  prejudice  counteracted  national  interest ;  the  clamor  against 
the  bill  was  very  loud.  In  these  circumstances  it  was  deemed  by  the 
Britisli  legislature  inexpedient  to  proceed  any  further,  with  overtures 
so  misunderstood  and  misrepresented  by  the  party  to  whom  they 
were  really  so  advantageous.  From  close  connection,  Mr.  Pitt  bad- 
seen  that  very  great  ad^antages  must  accrue  to  both  countries;  com- 
mercial intercourse  would  gradually  tend  to  assimilation  of  character, 
and  produce  reciprocity  of  interest ;  the  result  of  both  would  be  poli- 
tical harmony.  If  his  propositions  had  been  adopted,  it  is  morally 
certain  that  subsequent  events,  so  calamitous  to  Ireland,  would  have 
been  prevented.     They  were  liowever  abandoned. 

Introductory  to  financial  details,  Mr.  Pitt  this  season  took  a  general 
viev/  of  the  state  of  pecuniary  affairs,  by  compai'ing  the  public  income 
with  the  public  expenditure.  The  result  of  his  statement  and  calcu- 
lations was,  tliat  there  would  be  such  a  surplus  as  would  enable  par- 
liament to  appropriate  or.e  million  sterliiig'  to  a  sinking  fund,  for  the 
discharge  of  the  national  debt.  At  present,  however,  he  had  only 
seen  the  g-eneral  practicability  of  tlie  principle,  but  not  having 
matured  measures  for  such  an  appropriation,  he  chose  to  defer  a 
specific  plan  till  the  following  year.  On  the  8th  cf  August  on  a 
message  from  the  king,  parliament  v/as  adjourned  to  the  27'th  of 
October,  and  afterv/ards  prorc  gued  by  proclamation.  British  com- 
merce continued  to  increase  and  extend ;  the  flourishing  state  of  trade, 
together  with  the  announced  project  of  Mr.  Pitt  for  the  discharge  of 
the  national  debt,  raised  the  stocks,  in  a  short  time,  from  fifty-four  to 
seventy,  in  the  three  per  cents  consolidated,  the  barometer  of  the 
other  funds.  The  mercantile  and  monied  interest  evidently  reposed 
in  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  a  confidence  which  they  had 
bestowed  upon  no  minister  since  the  time  of  his  father.  They  con- 
ceived the  highest  opinion  of  his  integrity,  approved  the  principles  on 
which  he  was  proceeding,  and  were  satisfied  with  the  rapid  advances 
of  trade,  as  well  as  the  increasing  means  of  enlarging  their  capital. 

On  the  24th  of  Jaiuiary,  1786,  the  parliament  was  assem.bled. 
Without  opposing  the  customary  address  on  his  majesty's  speech, 
Mr.  Fox  went  into  a  very  wide  field  of  continental  politics.  In 
reply,  Mr.  Pitt  made  an  introductory  observation  deserving  peculiar 
attention,  as  it  very  strongly  exhibited  a  prominent  feature  in  the 
eloquence  of  his  opponent.  Mr.  Fox,  he  said,  discovered  mostextrr- 
ordinary  dexterity  in  leaving  out  of  a  discussion  such  parts  belonging 
to  the  subject  as  did  not  suit  his  purpose  to  be  brought  forward,  and 
a  similar  dexterity  of  introducing,  however  foreign  to  the  question. 
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such  -matter  as  he  espected  M^onld  be  favourable.  Mr.  Pitt  at  this 
time  declared  an  intention,  to  which,  in  the  course  of  his  parlia- 
mentary warfare  he  generally  adhered,  that  let  Mr.  Fox  range  ever  so 
wide  into  extraneous  subjects,  lie  sliould  confine  his  answers  to  what 
he  conceived  relative  to  tlie  purpose. 

On  the  29th  of  March,  Mr.  Pitt  brought  forward  liis  plans  for 
the  reduction  of  the  national  debt.  A  ccmn)Jtlee  had  been  appointed 
early  in  the  session,  in  order  to  investigate  and  exactly  ascertain  the 
public  income  and  expenditure,  and  strike  the  balance  ;  the  result  of 
the  investigation  from  the  income  of  the  year  1785  was,  income 
15,379,152/.  expenditure  14,478,181/.  so  that  a  surplus  of  more 
than  900,000/.  remained,  and  on  this  basis  Mr.  Pitt  formed  his 
scheme.  He  proposed  that  by  taxes  neither  numerous  nor  burden- 
some, the  bahtnce  mig-lit  be  raised  to  a  million  :  by  a  succinct  and 
clear  view  of  our  finances  he  demonstrated,  that  excess  of  income 
beyond  expenditure  was  in  the  present  and  following  years  likely 
to  increase  ;  but  in  making  his  calculations  he  had  contented  him- 
self with  concluding  that  it  would  not  decrease.  This  million  was 
to  be  appropriated  unalienably  to  the  gradual  extinction  of  the 
siational  debt.  Several  savings  of  expence  and  increase  of  revenue, 
especially  through  the  customs  from  the  stippression  of  smuggling, 
would  add  to  the  national  income  :  annuities  would  also  fall  into 
the  same  fund,  the  accumulated  compound  added  to  these  sources 
would,  in  twenty-eight  years,  if  properly  managed,  produce  an 
annual  revenue  of  four  millions  to  the  state.  For  the  management 
of  this  fund  commissioners  were  to  be  appointed  to  receive  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  quarterly,  with  the  full  power  of 
employing  it  in  the  purchase  of  stock.  In  choosing  persons  to  be 
intrusted,  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  on  his  general  principle,  which  had 
been  already  exhibited  in  his  India  bill,  that  in  circumstances  which 
required  new  delegation  of  executorial  power,  the  trust  should  be 
vested  in  men  whose  official  situation  presumed  their  competency 
to  tlie  execution  of  the  commission  ;  the  speaker  of  the  house  of 
commons,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  master  of  the  rolls, 
the  governor  and  deputy  governor  of  the  bank  of  England,  and 
accouritant  general,  were  gentlemen  v/hose  nomination  he  recom- 
mended. After  illustrating  his  calculations,  and  the  advantages  of 
hissclicme,  he  compressed  the  substance  into  the  form  of  a  motion. 
On  this  subject  Mr.  Sheridan  took  a  leading  part  in  opposition,  and 
Mr  Fox  proposed  that  in  a  future  loan,  the  commissioners  might 
accei)t  of  as  much  of  it  as  they  could  pay  from  the  puplic  money  in  their 
hands;  and  thus,  besides  a  prevention  of  that  amount  of  future  debt 
which  would  be  equivalent  to  the  redemption  of  the  part,  the  public 
would  be  gainers  by  the  profits  which  would  accrue  from  such  a  loan. 
The  bill  containing  ihe  original  principle  and  plan,  though  with  some 
mod.fication  of  the  latter,  passed  through  both  houses,  and  received 
the  royal  assent. 

The  next  measure  of  the  ministry  was  an  act  to  subject  foreign 
wines  to  the  excise,  by  which  great  and  various  frauds  upon  the 
revenue  were  prevented,  which  passed  into  a  Law. ...but  the  bill  for 
appointing"  commissioners  to  enquire  into  the  state  and  condition  of 
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the  woods,  forests  and  land  revenues  belonging'  to  the  crown,   was 
rejected. 

'  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Hastings  began  now  to  occupy  the  attention 
of  parliament.  Mr.  Burke  delivered  twenty-two  charges  against  that 
gentleman.  On  the  4th  of  June,  Mr.  Pitt  acquiesced  in  the  tiiird 
'  charge,  relative  to  Che}  t  Sing,  brouglit  by  Mr.  Fox,  and  considered 
the  proceedings  at  Benares  beyond  the  exig-ence  of  the  case.  It  was 
carried  by  a  majority  of  119  to  79  that  the  charge  contained  matte* 
of  impeachment. 

The  session  terminated  on  the  11th  of  July.  It  was  in  this  inter- 
val of  parliamentary  duties  that  Mr.  Pitt  matured  his  noble  design 
of  changing  tlie  contentious  system  whicli  had  so  long  prevailed 
between  England  and  France.  The  means  of  inducing  the  two 
couiitries  to  pursue  ob  ects  so  conductive  to  tlieir  mutual  benefit, 
he  thought  would  be  commercial  intercourse,  which  should  recipro- 
cally increase  the  value  of  production  arid  labour. 

Before  he  formed  his  scheme  for  promoting  an  intercourse  between 
the  two  chief  nations  of  the  worhl,  he  made  iiimself  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  the  state  of  fiicts,  the  actual  productions,  and  the  pro- 
bable resources  of  the  respQctive  countries.  For  coniraercial  informa- 
tion and  science,  especially  the  history  and  acual  state  of  modern 
trade,  no  man  exceeded  Lord  Hawkesbury.  Mr.  Eden's  acuteuess 
and  conversancY  with  every  subject  of  commerce  and  diplomatic  ex- 
perience, rendered  him  a  most  valuable  auxiliary  in  digesting  and 
composing  the  plan  at  home,  and  the  ablest  agent  for  negociating  and 
concluding  an  advantageous  agreenjent^vith  France.  He  accordingly 
repaired  to  Paris;  where  he  conducted  and  completed  the  desired  ar- 
rangeaien'"S  with  the  ministers  of  Louis. 

The  treaty  in  question  established  reciprocal  liberty  of  commerce 
between  the  two  countries.  The  subjects  of  each  power  were  to  na- 
vigate and  resort  to  the  dcminicns  of  the  other,  without  any  distur- 
bance, except  for  transgressing  the  laws.  The  prohibitory  duties  in 
each  kingdom,  by  enhancing  the  price,  had  reciprocally  discouraged 
the  sale  of  their  principal  commodities ;  these  were  now  modified  to 
the  sadsfaction  of  both  by  a  ta,riff.  The  wines  cf  France,  to  be  im- 
ported into  England,  were  subjected  to  no  higher  du'y  thaai  the  pro- 
ductions of  Por-ugal;  the  dunes  on  brandies,  and  various  other  arti- 
cles, v.ere  to  be  lowered  in  proportion ;  and  the  commodities  of  Bri- 
tain were  to  be  equally  favored  in  France.  O^i  tiie  same  basis  of  reci- 
procity were  the  articles  respectUig  dlspuies  between  the  mercantile, 
maritime,  cr  other  subiec':^s  rf  the  two  coun.ries,  and  various  details 
of  civd,  commercial  and  political  iu;ercourse,  to  be  adjusted;  the 
righ:  of  revising  this  treaty  af.er  the  term  of  tv.-elve  years,  to  pro- 
pose ar.d  make  such  alera'ions  as  the  times  and  circum.stances  should 
have  rendered  proper  or  necessa^}',  was  reserved.  In  a  treaty  formed 
on  the  basis  of  reciprocal  freedoin  of  trade,  the  advantage  to  the 
contracing  parties  was,  a!id  neccFsanly  must  be,  in  the  compound 
rates  of  their  resources  and  s!<iifai  indu3try.  At  first  sight,  from  the 
climate  and  soil  of  France,  the  balance  cf  coiyimercial  bciiefit  appeared 
in  favor  of  that  country,  and  many  prhticiaus  rcas  vacd  so  with  tnuch 
Jflausibility ;    But    Mr.    Pitt  had  pr  ■tbundly  co:i3id?red  the   reiatiye 
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circumstances,  and  justly  concluded  thattlie  French  industry  and  skill 
was  much  inore  itifenor  to  the  Bi  itish  industry  and  skill,"  than  the 
French  soil  and  climate  were  superior  to  ours  ;  and  thus,  that  g^reater 
benefit  ^\ould  accrue  to  this  country  from  the  freedom  of  trade  :  ex- 
perience justified  his  conclusions.  Parliament  met  on  the  23d  of 
January,  1787. 

Ot^  the  4th  of  Feb.  the  treaty  was  submitted  to  parliament.  After 
the  minister  had  explained  and  supported  the  object,  spirit,  and  provi- 
sions of  this  treaty,  numbers  of  the  opposite  side  attacked  it  on  a 
variety  of  g-rounds.  Mr.  Fox,  in  particular,  m.aintained,  that  Frsnce 
was  the  inveterate  and  unalterable  enemy  of  Great  Britain ;  no  mu- 
tual interest,  could  possibi}'  eradicate  what  was  deeply  rooted  in  her 
constitution.  The  intercourse  which  this  treaty  would  prod\ice, 
must  be  extremely  hurtful  to  the  superior  national  character  of  Eng- 
land. The  nearer  the  two  nations  were  drawn  into  contact,  and  the 
more  succsssfully  they  were  invited  to  minprle  with  each  other,  in  the 
same  proportion  the  remaining!;  morals,  principles,  and  vigour  of  the 
English  national  mind  would  be  enervated  arid  corrupted.  The  mi- 
nister himself  controverted  Mr  Fox's  p.>sition,  that  France  was  unal- 
terably the  enemy  of  the  country.  The  existence  of  eternal  enmity 
was  totally   inconsistent  with   the  constitution  of  the  human  mind, 

the  history  of  mankind,   and  the  ex])erience  of  political  societies 

Every  state  recorded  in  liistory  had  been  at  diiTerent  times  in  fi-iend- 
«hip  or  amity  with  its  several  neiglibours.  During  the  greater  part  of 
the  seventeenth  centiu-y  profoimd  peace  had  subsisted  between  Fi  ance 
and  England  ;  there  was  nothing  impiobabie  in  an  idea  that  such  a 
system  might  again  prevail ;  but  should  war  again  arise,  would  the 
treaty  deprive  us  of  our  natural  watchfulness,  or  oui'  accustomed, 
strength  ?  On  the  contrary,  as  it  must  enrich  the  nation,  it  wouUI 
also  prove  the  means  of  enabling  her  to  combat  her  enemy  with  more 
powerful  effect;  but  it  was  now  much  less  like!}  that  our  resources 
should  be  called  for  such  a  purpose,  than  at  former  periods.  .  .The 
treaty  underwent  many  and  various  discussions  iu  its  passage  tiirough 
the  two  houses,  and  was  approved  by  a  great  majority  of  both  ; 
and  on  the  8lh  of  March  an  ad  h-ess  was  presented  from  the  lords,  the 
commons  testifying  their  joint  approbation  of  the  treaty  with  France. 

One  of  the  subjects  recommended  to  parliament  by  the  speech  from 
the  throne,  was  the  consolidation  of  the  customs.  From  the  com- 
plexity of  the  while  system,  it  was  scarcely  possible  that  a  merchant 
could  be  acquainted,  by  any  calculation  of  his  ov*n,  with  the  exact 
amount  of  v/hat  he  was  to  pay.  To  remedy  this  great  abuse,  Mr. 
Pitt  proposed  to  abolish  all  the  duties  that  now  subsisttd,  and  to  sub- 
stitute one  single  duty  on  each  article,  amounting,  as  nearly  as  possi- 
ble, to  the  aggregate  of  the  various  subsidies  nov.  paid  Mr.  Pitt  had 
given  seveie  attchtuin  to  this  business  ;  and  had  no'  Icf?  one  person 
unconsultcd  fi(;m  whoiti  any  infornia  ion  could  be  tjbiaii.ed,  aiid  the 
greatest  diligence  had  be  en  used  lo  circulate  the  plan  among  the  most 
C(,'mpetent  judges  of  those  peisons  who  were  immediately  concerned 
SI  its  operation  and  eli'ects.  The  proposed  schen^e  caused  no  debates^ 
the  object  was  so  evidently  advaiuageous,  and  the  r.,eans  so  well 
adapted,  as  to  command  the  concurrence  and  approbation  of  the 
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whole  house.*  On  the  26th  of  April,  Mr.  Pitt  presented  to  the 
house  of  commons  a  bill,  stating-,  that  frauds  had  been  committed 
in  the  collection  of  the  tax  on  post  horses,  and  providing-  that,  as  a 
remedy  t'  tlie  evil,  the  tax  should  be  farmed.  The  bill  passed  both 
houses  without  a  division.  The  labour  attending  the  investig-ation 
of  this  subject  can  only  be  g-uessed  by  the  fact  of  its  comprehending" 
upwards  'f  3,000  resolutions  to  be  submitted  to  the  house. 

On  the  28f^h  of  March,  Mr.  Beaufoy,  member  for  Yarmouth,  at 
the  request  of  the  deputies  of  the  dissenting-  congregations  in  and 
ajDOUt  London,  made  a  motion  for  taking-  uito  consideration  the  re- 
peal of  the  corporation  and  test  fects.  The  points  which  Mr.  Beau- 
foy endeavored  in  a  long- and  able  speech  to  prove,  were  chiefly 
three. ...First,  that  the  test  act,  which  constitutes  tlie  most  extensive 
grievance  of  which  the  dissenters  complain,  was  not  orig-inally  level- 
led against  them,  and  that  the  causes  which  dictated  the  corporation 
act  have  ceased  to  operate.  The  second  fact  which  Mr.  Beaufoy 
■wished  to  substantiate  was,  that  every  man  having  an  undoubted 
right  to  judge  for  iumse'if  in  matters  of  religion,  he  ought  not,  on 
account  of  the  exercise  of  that  right,  to  incur  any  punishment,  or  to 
be  branded  with  a  mark  of  infamy  ;  that  the  exclusion  from  military- 
service  and  civil  trusts  was  both  a  punishment  and  an  opprobrious 
distinction.  Lastly,  he  dwelt  much  u])on  the  impropriety  and 
scandal  of  prophaning-  a  most  sacred  and  awful  sacrament,  by  mixing-^ 
it  with  concerns  that  were  merely  temporal  ;  and  noted  tlie  distress- 
ing situation  in  which  it  placed  the  clergy,  who  we.-e  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  giving  it  to  all  who  offered  tliei^iselves  for  the  purpose  of 
qualification,  or  of  avoiding  grievous  prosecution. 

He  concluded  with  moving,  that  a  committee  of  the  whole  house 
should  take  into  consideration  so  much  of  the  acts  referred  to,  as 
require  persons,  before  they  are  admitted  into  any  oflice  or  place  in 
cor|;orations,  or  having  accepted  any  .office,  civil  or  military,  or  any 
place  of  trust  under  the  crown,  to  receive  tlie  sacrament  of  the  lord's 
supper,  according  to  the  rites  of  the  church  of  England. 

Mr.  Pitt  opposed  the  motion,  and  began  by  marking  the  difierence 
between  civil  and  religious  liberty  on  the  one  hand,  and  political 
trusts  on  t  e  other.  The  former  every  good  constitution  of  govern- 
ment  must  secure  to  all  its  subjects  ;  the  latter  was  bestowed  with  dis- 
crimination, according  to  individual  qualification  and  disposition, 
of  which  the.  community  had  the  right  of  judging  by  any  rule  that  it 
thought  expedient.  1  he  test  was  merely  the  condition  in  which  it 
v/ou!d  admit  ser\nce  ;  and  none  could  be  aggrieved  by  an  exclusion 
arising  from  himself.  The  present,  therefore,  was  not  a  question  of 
grievance  and  redress,  but  simply  of  policy. 

On  this  question  only,  legislation  bad  to  deliberate.  Was  it  expe- 
dient on  the  present  circumstances,  sentiments,  and  principles  of  the 

*  Mr.  Burke,  who  rose  immediately  after  the  minister,  professed- 
that  it  did  not  become  him,  or  those  who  like  him  unfortunately  felt 
it  to  be  frequently  their  duty  to  oppose  the  measures  of  government, 
to  content  themselves  with  a  sullen  acquitsceiice  ;  but  on  the  con- 
trary, to  rise  manf  .lly  and  do  justice  to  the  measure,  and  to  return 
^bsir  thanks  to  its  autlior,  on  behalf  of  theiaselves  and  their  country. 
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dissenters,  for  the  nation  to  employ  tbenri  in  certain  specified  offices. 
To  such  an  inquiry,  every  recapitulation  of  former  history  was 
extraneovis  ;  a  repeal  might  have  been  wise  in  the  timt;  of  Charles  IL 
and  unvv'ise  in  the  reign  of  Georg-e  III.  The  dissenters  weie,  un- 
doubtedly, a  body  of  men,  who  were  entitled  to  the  consideration  of 
parliament,  but  there  was  another  class  ccjually  as  respectable  and 
more  numerous,  whose  fears  on  this  occasion  Mould  be  alarmed. 
Many  members  of  the  church  of  England,  cenceived  that  the  eccle- 
siastical part  of  our  constitution  would  be  seriously  injured,  and 
their  apprehensions  were  not  to  be  treated  lightly.  If  he  were 
arguing  on  principles  of  right,  he  sliould  not  talk  of  alarm  ;  but  he 
had  already  said,  he  was  arguing  upon  principles  of  exped  ency. 
The  churcii  and  state  were  united  upon  principles  of  expediency, 
and  it  concerned  those,  to  whom  the  well  being  of  the  state  was  en- 
trusted, to  take  care  that  the  church  should  not  rashly  be  demolished. 
The  persons  who  now  apj)lied.  declared  th.at  they  meant  nothing 
political  by  their  application  ;  but  he  must  look  at  human  actions 
to  find  out  the  springs  Highly  as  he  thought  of  many  of  the  pre- 
sent dissenters,  he  could  not  but  observe  there  were  persons  among 
them,  who  would  not  admit  that  any  establishment  was  necessary  ; 
and  against  such  it  became  the  legislature  to  be  upon  tl\eir  guard. 
Doctor  Priestley,  whose  abilities  and  learning  were  very  liigh,  and 
whose  opinions  were  received  as  oracles  by  a  certain  class  of  dissenters, 
liad  proclaimed  enmity  against  the  church.  Sectarians,  said  Dr.  P. 
were  wisely  placing  as  it  were,  grain  by  grain,  a  train  of  gunpov^'der,. 
to  which  the  match  v/ould  one  day  be  laid  to  blow  up  tlie  fubric  of 
error,  which  could  never  be  again  raised  upon  the  same  foundation. 
When  he  saw  proceedings,  intended  to  subvert  so  important  a  part  • 
of  our  polity,  he  thought  circumspection  and  vigilance  ab.solutely 
necessary:  v/hen  tliere  was  an  avovvcd  design  to  sap  the  fortress,  it 
became  tlie  dufy  of  the  garrison  to  secure  the  outposts  :  the  dis- 
sent^rs  ah-eady  enjoyed  every  mental  freedom  to  serve  God  according 
to  their  con.science,  in  the  most  ample  degree:  what  th.ey  now  required 
'^  was  inexjedient  and  dani^-erous.  These  sentiments  deeply  impressed 
the  house,  and  on  a  division,  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Beaufoy  was  ne- 
gatived by  a  majority  of  178  to  100. 

On  t'le  7th  of  Feb.  Mr  Sheridan  opened  the  third  article  of  accu- 
sation against  Mr  Ha-^tings.  It  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  this 
celebrated  speech,*  which  occupied  the  extraordinary  time  of  five 
hours  and  a  half.  On  the  2d  of  April,  various  ether  accusations 
weie  examined,  and  the  impeachment  was  at  length  voted.  When  the 
form  in  wiichthat  inquest  should  be  carried  on,  became  a  subject  of 
consideration,   Mr.  Fox  proposed,  that  there  should  be  a  general 

*  The  laie  Mr.  Logan,  well-known  for  his  literary  efforts,  and 
au'lor  of  a  most  masterly  defence  of  Mr.  Hastings,  went  that  day  to 
the  house  of  commons,  prepossessed  for  the  accused  and  against  the 
ace  ser.  At  the  expiration  of  the  first  hour,  lie  said  to  a  friend, 
*'  All  this  is  declamatory  assertion  \\  itl.out  proof;"  wh.en  the  second 
was  finished,  "  This  is  a  most  wonderful  (jration  ;"  at  '.he  close  of 
tlie  third,  "  Mr.  Hastings  has  acted  very  vmjusiifiably  ;"  the  fourth, 
"Mr.  Hastings  is  a  n^ost  attrocivtis  ciiiidr.a!  ;'"  and  at  the  Inst,  "  of 
all  monsters  of  in'nuitv  the  most  encnr.'jus  is  Warren  Hast"nc:s." 
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charge  of  impeachment ;  Mr.  Pitt,  that  they  should  separate  and 
analyze  the  charges,  sir.ce  the  accusation  consisted  of  many  allega- 
tions,  which  had  not  been  substantiated,  and  of  many  facts  which 
could  not  be  considered  as  criminal ;  that  thus  each  part  should  be 
tried  by  its  disinct  and  individual  nrierits.  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  She- 
ridan coincided  with  the  minister,  and  his  plan  was  adopted. 

On  t'  e  30ih  of  M^y,  parliament  was  prorogued.  It  was  during 
this  summer  that  Holland  was  distracted  with  internal  dissention,.... 
The  part  taken  by  surrounding  nations  will  be  remembered  by  all  j 
but  when  the  king  of  France  announced  to  the  cabinet  of  England 
that  he  had  determined  to.afiord  to  the  states  of  Holland  the  assist- 
arice  which  thev  had  requesteii ;  our  king  declared  to  France, 
that  if  she  interposed  forcibly,  Britain  should  take  an  active  part,  and 
he  gave  immediate  directions  for  augmenting  his  fleet  and  army.  A 
powerful  armament  was  equipped  v.ith  uncommon  expedition.  A 
decisive  and  grand  tone,  wortb.y  of  mighty  power  supr)orting  con- 
scious justice,  produced  the  desired  efiect,  and  France  made  no  hos- 
tile eiFort  to  support  the  revolutionary  faction.  This  was  the  first  occa« 
sion  that  disp!a}'ed  the  genius  and  energy  of  Mr.  Pitt  in  foreign  po- 
licy, and  procui  ed  him  general  admiration  abroad  and  at  home. 

The  house  met  again  on  the  27th  of  November.  The  conduct  of 
Mr.  Pitt  respecting  Holland  v^as  extremely  popular  among  ail  parties 
throughout  the  kingdom  ;  and  in  both  houses  it  experienced  the  same 
unanimous  commendation.  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke,  and  Mr.  Sheridan, 
perfectly  coincided  with  him  and  his  friends  in  the  general  principle  of 
interference  in  continental  affairs  to  preserve  the  balance  of  Europe, 

The  nnost  important  measure  of  this  session,  was  a  bill  introduced 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  to  explain  doubts  which  had  arisen  concerning  apart  of 
the  law  of  1784,  for  the  administration  of  British  India.  The  bill 
related  to  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  British  troops  in  India-  After 
much  and  violent  opposition,  it  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  54,  and 
thus  it  was  declaied  that  the  commissioners,  being  instituted  for  the 
territorial  administration  of  India  by  the  act  of  1784,  possessed  a  di- 
rectorial, as  well  as  controling  powder,  in  whatever  was  necessary  to  the 
effectual  execution  of  the  trust  reposed  isi  them  by  the  act  of  1784. 

On  the  5th  of  'May,  1788,  +he  financial  plan  for  the  year  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Pitt,  The  minister  observed  that  several  extraordinary 
expences  had  been  necessarily  incurred,  but  nevertheless  the  receipts 
of  the  country  had  fully  answered  even  unforeseen  demands,  without 
deviating  from  the  plan  which  the  legislature  had  adopted  for  dimi= 
nishing  'he  national  debt.  When  such  were  the  savings  in  a  year  of 
unusual  expense,  as  our  resources  were  fast  increasing  in  the  extension 
of  commerce,  and  the  improvement  of  revenue,  we  may  most  firmly 
infer,  that  our  financial  concerns  were  in  a  state  of  progressive  melio- 
ration ;  no  new  taxes  were  imposed,  but  a  lottery  was  appointed.  It 
was  also  m  this  session  that  the  question  on  the  slave  trade  was  first 
agi  a  edin  the  house,  A  committee  of  the  privy  council  had  been 
em  ioyed  in  investigating  facts.  Mr,  Pitt  finding  that  sufficient  in- 
formation to  authorise  parliamentary  discussion  had  not  been  ccliected, 
on  the  9th  of  May  proposed  that  the  consideratioji  of  the  slave  trade 
should  be  deferred  till  next  session, 
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Duj^n^  the  recess,  the  war  which  had  rag-ed  between  the  emperors 
©f  Russia  and  GermaTiy  in  confederate  Jeas^ue,  and  the  Turks,  had 
given  rise  to  a  new  dispobirion  of  things  upon  the  continent.  At 
this  crisis  a  triple  alliance  was  formed,  which  bound  Great  Britain, 
Prussia,  and  the  repvibiic  together,  lo  reciprocal  succour  and  defence  ; 
upon  this  point  Mr.  Pitt  again  ditFered  from  Mr.  Fox.  Mr.  Fox's 
project  of  continental  alliance  was  to  connect  ourselves  with  Austria, 
that  should  a  war  arise  with  France,  such  a  powerful  enemy  might  di- 
vide her  attention,  and  prevent  it  from  being  directed  to  maritime 
aftairs.  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  was  to  form  continental  alliances  according  to 
existing  situations.  France  was  engaged  in  no  scheme  of  policy, 
likely  to  effect  the  general  safety  of  Europe.  Tlie  emperor  was  so 
involved  in  the  desig-nsof  Catharine,  that  an  ail.ance  with  him  wouid 
be  impracticable,  except  at  the  expence  of  secondmg-the  attempts  of 
Russia.  In  the  fn-midable  combination  hecsveen  these  two  powers, 
that  nation  became  naturally  the  ally  of  Britain,  wiuch  iiad  a  com- 
mon interest  in  preventing  the  aggrandizement  of  the  parties. 

The  attention  of  p.iriiament  (wiiich  met  v/ithout  summons  on  the 
20  of  November,  agi-eeably  to  the  prorogation)  was  called  to  a  \evy 
calamitous  subject.  This  was  the  mental  derangement  of  the  sovereign, 
arising,  as  it  was  s.iid,  from  the  effects  of  fever.  The  house  adjourned 
lor  a  fortnight,  till  the  fact  should  be  ascertained.  It  appeared  from 
the  evidence  of  his  majesty's  physicians,  who  were  examined  by  the 
privy  council,  that  a  temporary  incapacity  existed.  The  house  met, 
and  Mr.  Pitt  moved  for  a  commiite  to  search  into  precedents.  Mr. 
Fox  objected  to  a  committee  for  such  a  purpose,  as  nugatory,  £.nd 
contended  that  the  heir  apparent,  being  of  fuh  age  and  capacity,  had" 
as  indisputable  a  claim  to  the  exercise  of  the  executive  power,  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  the  sovereign,  during  the  continuance  of  such 
incapacity,  as  in  case  of  his  natural  demise.  Mr.  Pitt  combated  his 
doctrine,  as  totally  inconsistent  with  actual  hist  ry  and  the  spirit  of 
the  constitution.  There  were,  he  admicted,  no  precedents  applicable 
to  this  specific  case  of  mcapacity  ;  but  whatever  disabdity  had  at  any 
time  arisen  in  the  executive  branch,  as  the  history  of  the  country 
hheweil,  had  been  supplied  by  parliament.  When  the  regidar  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  of  government  was,  from  any  cause,  suspended,  to 
v/hom  covdd  the  right  of  providing  a  remedy  for  the  existmg  defect 
devolve,  but  to  ihe  people,  from  whom  all  the  powers  of  government 
originated  !  To  assert  an  inherent  right  in  the  Pnnce  of  Wales  to 
assume  the  government,  was  virtually  to  revive  those  exploded  ideas 
©f  the  divine  and  indefeasible  authority  of  princes,  vvhicn  had  justly 
sunk  into  contempt  and  almost  into  oblivion.  Kings  and  princes 
derive  their  powers  from  the  people,  and  to  the  people  alone,  through 
the  organ  of  their  representatives,  did  it  appertain  to  decide  in  cases 
for  which  the  constitution  had  made  no  specific  or  positive  provision. 
On  tliese  grounds,  Mr.  Pitt  insisted  that  the  prince  had  no  more 
right  to  be  appointed  to  supply  the  existing  deficiency  than  any 
other  subject ;  thongh  he  admitted  that  in  the  present  case,  expe- 
diency dictated  tlat  parliament  should  offer  him  the  regency  ;  substi- 
tution of  another  lo  execute  the  office  of  king,  during  a  temporary 
incapacity,  was  merely  a  measure  of  necessary  policy  ;    It  was 
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incumbent  onthelegislature  to  entrust  the  authority  to  such  a  person 
or  persons,  as  it  should  deem  most  likely  to  answer  the  purpose  :  aKtr 
these  observations,  tlie  question  being- put,  it  was  carried  tiiat  a  com- 
mittee should  be  appointed  to  search f'oi  precedeuts. 

Mr.  Fox,  at  the  next  meeting-,  entered  up  n  an  explana'ion  of  his 
meaning,  and  said,  that  his  expressions  on  a  forner  day  had  been 
misrepresented;  his  position,  which  he  was  stil>  ready  to  maintain, 
was  that  the  houses  of  parliament  had  the  right  t-)  adjudge  the  fact  of 
incapacity,  but  on  sucli  adjudication  the  heir  ai:)parent  had  the  rigiit 
of  holding  the  reins  of  governmenl  wliilst  the  incapacity  lasted  ;  as, 
however,  Mr.  Pitt  agreed  with  him,  that  in  tlie  present  circiULstanccs 
the  prince  was  the  person  Who  ought  to  hold  that  office,  it  would  be 
much  mure  prudent  to  abstain  from  discussing  such  nice  and 
subtle  distincticns.  Mr.  Pitt  replied  that  he  di tiered  as  much 
from  Mr.  Fox,  respecting  the  question  of  riyht,  now  that  he 
had  expLined  his  meanhig,  as  before  such  an  explanation.  Mr. 
Fox,  he  said,  now  asserted,  that  tiie  Prince  of  Wales  had  a  right 
to  exeixise  the  royal  auttio.ity,  under  the  present  circumstances 
of  tiie  country;  hue  tJiat  it  v,  as  a  right  n.ot  in  possession,  until  the 
prince  could  exercise  it  on  what  he  called  the  adjudication  of  Parlia- 
ment.  He,  on  his  part,  denied,  that  tlie  Prinee  oi  Wales  possessed 
any  right  whatever.  This  was  a  very  important  question,  and  must 
be  decided  before  they  could  proceed  any  further;  tiiere  might  be 
diiference  of  opiniun,  wltetl.tr  a'ly  regency  was  necessary  yet,  and  a 
difference  of  t)pinion  migtit  arise,  if  necessary,  what  were  the  power 
requisite  to  be  grained  to  the  regent;  but  nothing  could  be  deter- 
mined till  the  matter  of  right  sliould  be  discussed.  He  not  only 
challanged  Mr.  Fox  to  adduce  either  jjrecedent  or  law  to  support  his 
doctrine,  but  actually  shewed  from  histor}-  that  such  a  claim  of  right 
had  been  made,  ai^d  had  been  lefuted  by  parliament.  In  the  reign 
of  Henry  VI.  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  next  heir  to  the  crown, 
claimed  the  regency  dui-iiigthe  nuaoriiy  of  the  King,  and  applied  to 
parliament;  the  answer  to  this  claim  was,  that  he  neither  had  by 
birth,  nor  by  the  will  of  his  brother,  any  right  whatever  to  tlie  exer- 
cise of  royal  authority  ;  they,  hovvcver,  appointed  him  regent,  and 
entrusted  him  with  the  care  of  the  young  king.  At  the  revolution, 
parUament  proceeded  on  the  same  general  principle  ;  the  king  had 
ceased  to  act ;  to  suj)ply  tliis  deticiency,  parliament  acted  as  legisla- 
tors ;  they  did  not  restrict  themselves  to  a  simple  address  to  the  Prince 
of  Orange  to  accept  the  crown  ;  they  felt  not  only  that  they  must 
have  a  king,  but  they  must  have  a  king  on  certain  terms  and  condi- 
titTiS;  they  tlid  wliat  amounted  to  a  legislative  act;  tliey  came  to  a 
resolution  to  settle  the  crown,  not  on  tiie  Prince  of  Orange  and  the 
heirs  of  his  body,  nor  on  the  Princess  Mary  and  her  lieirs,  but  on  the 
Prince  and  Princess  jointly.  Here  it  was  eviilent  that  whatever  the 
necessit}  of  the  case  required  at  that  time,  tlie  lonls  and  commons 
possessed  the  power  to  provide  for  it,  aiui  consequently  possessed 
the  power  to  supply  the  deficiency.  Mr.  Pitt  proposed  on  the  loth 
of  Dec.  three  resolutions  :  the  lirst  stating  his  majesty's  present  un- 
fitness for  performing  the  functions  of  tne  kingly  office  :  secondly, 
that  the  lords  and  commons  had  a  right  to  provide  for  that  gase,  and 
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were  in  duty  bound  to  make  such  provisions  ;  thirdly,  that  the  lords 
andcom-.uous  should  deteiinine  on  the  most  efectual  means  of  exer- 
cisin"-  their  right,  by  vesting-  the  powers  and  avithotity  of  the  crown 
on  belialf  of  the  king-  durirghis  majest}'s  illness After  along  de- 
bate, the  resolutions  were  voted. 

Tiie  pieliminary  subjei'ts  having-  been  discussed  by  both  ho  .ses, 
Mr.  Pitt,  before  he  explained  his  plan  of  the  regency  to  parliament, 
submitted  its  outlines  to  the  Prince  in  a  letter;  they  v/ere,  tiiat  his 
hio-hness  should  be  empowered  to  exercise  the  royal  autiiority  in  the 
name  and  on  tise  behafof  his  majesty,  during-  his  majesty's  illness, 
and  to  do  a'.l  acts  vhich  might  tei^ally'be  done  by  his  majesty.  The 
care  of  bis  majesty's  person,  the  manag-ement  of  ti.e  household,  aiulthe 
direction  and  appointmeiits  of  the  oiBcers  and  servents  theiei!.  should 
be  in  the  queen,  under  siich  reguiatior.s  as  might  be  thought  neces- 
sary. The  power  to  be  exercised  by  his  iughness  should  not  extend 
to  the  disp(;s  il  of  either  rea!  or  pers  >nal  pr.;perty  of  ti:e  king  (except 
in  the  renewal  of  leases)  to  the  bestowal  ofany  pcTision,  the  reversion 
of  any  office,  or  any  aj-'pointnients  whatever,  but  during  his  majesty's 
pleasure,  except  those  granted  by  law  for  life  ;  that  his  highness 
should  not  beempowered'to  confer  the  dignity  of  the  peerage  on  any 
person,  except  his  majesty's  issue  who  had  attained  the  age  (^f  twenty- 
one  years.  In  reply,  lus  highness  expi-essL-d  h.s  disapprobation  of  the 
plan  and  reasons,' but  deemed  it  incumbent  oii  him  to  accept  the 
office. 

On  the  16th  of  Jan.  1789,  this  plan  was  submitted  to  parliament; 
it  experienced  a  violent  opposiiion  ;  arsd  in  the  house  of  io.ds  ail  the 
princes  of  the  blood  royal  voted  against  tlie  minister.  The  resolution 
nevertiieless  passed  and  a  re.ueiicy  bill  v.  as  brougjitinon  tlie  6th  (jf  Feb, 
on  the  12Lh  itpassetl,  and  was  carried  to  the  1  ).-ds  and  read  a  second 
time.  Ii  will  be  remembered  thit  Ins  majesty's  recovery  rendered  the 
third  reading  unnecessary.  Nothing  irnpnrtctnt  to  the  subject  of  these 
anjials  passed  in  the  remainder  of  the  session.  7  he  shop-tax  was  in- 
deed repealed,  and  tobacco  subjected  to  tne  excise.  On  the  llth  of 
Aug.  the  House  rose. 

The  reader  will  recollect,  that  the  French  revolution  had  for  some 
time  agitated  the  minds  of  stuTounding-  nations.  England  seemed  dis- 
posed to  congratulate  her  ancient  rival  Uj)on  the  dawn  of  iier  libeity. 
Its  principal  advocates  were  the  admirers  of  republican  forums  of 
government,  and  those  who  were  willing  to  cast  an  odium  upon 
monatchy  by  attributing  all  the  wars  which  Have  desolated  the 
world,  to  the  ambition  and  avarice  of  princes.  Such  were  the  z*^;  d 
and  activity  of  the  French  agitators,  tiiat  there  was  no  pait  of  Europe 
in  whicii  t.heir  agents  were,  not  established  for  the  purpose  (^f  dis- 
seminating their  princiik-s.  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  offered  the 
fairest  field  to  the  industry  of  tiiese  nussionaries.  Il  vras  not  neg- 
lected, and  was  cultivated  n  t  without  succes.  Acilve  and  zealous 
partizans  v.erefouLid  to  co-operaiC  witii  them.  Nor  was  this  con- 
lined  to  individu.uls  ;  but  vai'ious  po'itical  societies,  of  more  or  less 
ancient  denomi.nation,  made  it  tlieir  busiiiess  to  prop:<j.at.-  thti  i  prin- 
ciples, and  rcicommend  their  example.  The  nobJity  of  Fra.'ice  had 
not  been  J^ong-  proscribed  and  the  churcli  piundereil,  r.o'c   UiC  kin;^ 
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many  days  led  captive  to  Paris,  before  letters  of  congratulation  were 
sent  from  several  of  these  societies  in  bot'i  kingdoiriS,  aiid  a  regular 
official  correspondence  ODened  between  them  and  the  leaders  in 
France.  Li  the  transactions  of  these  societies,  the  means  by  which 
the  revolution  was  carried  on  and  effected,  if  not  always  praised, 
were  yet  pronouiced  to  be  sanctified  by  the  end  ;  the  example  was 
recommended  as  a  glorious  pattern  for  the  imitation  of  mankind, 
and  sanguine  expectations  Vv'ere  held  out,  that  it  was  but  the  first, 
though  an  essenti  .1  and  leading  step  to  the  general  emancipation  of 
Europe.  That  tliese  public  declarations  might  not  miss  their  effect 
upon  the  minds  of  tl)e  people,  tlsey  were  accompanied  with  com- 
])arisons  between  the  august  perfection  of  the  new  French  constittt- 
lion,  and  the  imperfections  of  our  own  ;  and  the  palm  of  having  so 
soon  otitstripped  tiieir  ancient  rivals  in  the  glorious  race  (if  freedom, 
was  conceded  v/ith  regret  and  humiliation.  At  tlie  same  time  the 
press  teemed  with  ptiblications  wliich  were  distributed  gratis,  and 
circulated  not  only  among  the  lower  class  of  the  community,  but 
through  the  army  and  tlie  navy.  In  tliese  Vvritings  the  people  were 
invited  to  form  themselves  into  clubs  and  societies,  after  the  manner 
of  the  French  ;  and  many  v/ere  actually  formed  in  a  great  number  of 
the  most  poptdons  towns  of  the  kingdom,  avowedly  affJiated  to  use 
an  expression  of  their  own  by  the  democratic  clubs  in  France. 

Sucli  was  the  state  of  things  previous  to  the  meeting- of  parliament, 
which  took  place  on  Thursday,  tlie  21st  day  of  January,  1790.  On 
tiie  9th  of  February,  when  the  military  estimates  were  reported  from 
the  committe,  a  debate  took  place,  in  which  Mr.  Fox  ha%'ing  a 
second  time  let  fall  some  expressions  of  applause  of  the  French  revo- 
lution, Mr.  Burke  rose,  and  in  a  speech  fraught  with  political  sagacity, 
the  strongest  argument,  and  the  finest  imagery,  unfolded  his  view  of 
that  great  political  phcenomenon,  which  he  characterised  as  an  irra- 
tionai,  unprincipled,  proscribing,  plundering,  ferocious,  blood}'  and 
tyranniacai  democracy.  He  observed,  that  the  very  worst  part  of  the 
example  set  us  in  France,  v/as  the  late  assumption  of  citizenship  by 
the  array.  As  this  opinion  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  sentiments 
of  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Burke  expressed  the  great  regret  he  felt  in  differing 
from  his  right  honorable  friend  ;  and  after  pronoimcing  a  very  fine 
panegyric  upon  his  superior  abilities,  and  bearing  testimony  to  the 
natural  moderation,  disinterestedness,  and  benevolence  of  his  dispo- 
sition, he  begged  the  house  to  judge  fi-om  his  coming  forward  to  mark 
an  expression  or  two  of  Ids  best  friend,  how  anxious  he  was  to  keep 
the  distemper  of  France  from  the  least  c(nmtenance  in  England,  where 
he  was  sure,  some  wicked  persons  had  shewn  a  strong  disposition  to 
recommend  an  imitation  of  the  Frenoji  spirit  of  refoim.  Were  he 
opposed  to  any,  the  least  tendency  towasxis  the  means  of  introducing' 
a  democracy  like  theirs,  as  well  as  to  the  end  itself,  thai  he  v/ould 
abandon  his  best  fdends,  and  join  wrJi  his  worst  enemies,  to  oppose 
eitlier  the  means  or  the  end.  This  speech  of  Mr.  Burke  was  received 
with  great  and  general  applause. 

On  the  2d  of  March,  Mr.  Fox  renewed  the  application  to  parlia- 
ment for  the  repeal  of  the  test  act.     It  was  opposed  in   a  long  raid 
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able  speech  by  Mr.  Pitt.  He  beg'anhy  cxp-essing-  his  obligations  to 
Mr.  Fox  for  "his  clear  and  candid  sta.temcnt  of  the  precise  object  of 
the  dissenters  in  tlieir  present  application,  and  on  the  full  extent  to 
wihch  his  motion  was  inteiided  to  be  carried. 

Tlie  next  question  of  importance  which  engaged  the  consideration 
of  die  liouse  of  commons,  was  a  motion  made  by  Mr.  Flood,  on  the 
4th  of  March,  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the  representation 
of  the  people  in  parliament.  Mr.  Pitt  said,  he  had  brought  forward, 
some  years  back,  a  proposition  of  the  same  nature  ;  to  which  the  op- 
position had  been  successful,  though  the  times  and  a  variety  of  other 
circumstances  were  then  more  favourable  than  at  present.  The  chief 
objection  then,  was  the  danger  of  innovation  ;  and  it  was  a  know- 
leclge  of  the  impression  that  argument  had  made,  which  rendered  him 
desirous  of  waiting  till  some  more  favorable  moment  than  the  present 
should  offer  itself,  when  he  most  certainly  should  again  submit  his 
ideas  to  the  house.  At  present,  unless  the  right  iionorable  gen- 
tleman would  consent  to  withdraw  his  motion,  he  should  move  to 
adjourn.  Mr.  Flood  vrithdrew  liis  motion.. ..Subjects  of  revenue 
occupied  tlie  chief  attention  of  parliament  during  the  session. 

In  April,  1790>  Mr.  Pitt  opened  his  scheme  of  finance  for  the  year. 
Having  stated  the  prosperous  situation  of  the  country,  to  prove  and 
illustrate  his  position,  he  recapitulated  the  extraordinary  expences 
defrayed  in  1789,  in  addition  to  the  regular  establishment.  Notwith- 
standing these  unforeseen  demands,  tliough  we  had  borrowed  only 
one  million,  we  had  paid  six  miUion.s  of  debt.  The  increase  of  reve- 
nue, which  had  thus  liquidated  so  many  and  great  charges,  originated 
in  two  permaneiit  causes,  the  suppression  of  smuggling  and  the  in- 
crease of  commerce.  On  the  otli  of  May  Mr.  Pitt  brought  down  to  " 
the  house  his  Majesty's  message  on  the  dispute  with  Spain,  relative 
to  Nootka  Sound.  He  declared  that,  much  as  we  wished  for  peace 
Vv'e  must  be  prepared  for  war,  if  Spain  refused  satisfaction.  On  this 
occasion  Mr.  Pitt  had  the  cordial  support  of  Mr.  Fox  and  the  unani- 
mous concurrence  of  the  house.  The  session  closed  on  the  10th  of 
Jinie,  and  parliament  was  dissolved  tiie  next  day.  On  the  24th  of 
July  the  Spatiish  government  issued  a  declaration,  which,  by  yielding 
to  the  claims  of  the  king  of  Englarid,  put  an  end  to  warlike  prepara- 
tion. The  convention  completed  the  satisfaction  of  tlie  nation,  who 
deemed  it  equally  honorable  and  advantageous  to  Britain  as  the  minis- 
terhad  obtained  every  compensation  which  justice  could  demand. 

The  new  parliament  met  on  the  26th  of  November,  1790.  In  the 
course  of  th.s  busy  session  two  messages  were  delivered  from  his 
majesty,  which  gave  rise  to  many  warm  ar.d  imi)ortant  debates,  affect- 
ing, and  yet  likciy  to  affect  the  poltics  of  this  country  and  all  Europe. 
TJie  first,  in  ordtr  of  time,  related  to  tlie  government  of  Canada,  the 
regulation  of  vihich  province  had  confessedly  been  long  under  the 
consideiation  of  the  king's  ministers,  and  had  been  cursorily  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  house  in  former  sessions.  The  Qjiebec  bill, 
which  aiose  out  of  this  message,  proceeded  regularly  tlu-ough  the 
house  for  six  vreeks  unopposed.  It  was  still  in  its  silent  progress 
when  the  other  message  was  delivered,  on  the  28tii  of  March. 
It  imported,  that   *'  as   his  majesty's   endeavours^  in  conjunction 
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M  itii  his  allies,  to  bring-  about  a  pacification  between  Russia  and  the 
Porte  had  proved  ineiTectual,  his  majesty  had  judg-ed  it  requisite,  foi" 
the  purpose  of  adding-  \veig-]it  to  iiis  repveseiitation,  to  make  some 
farther  aui^mentation  to  his  navai  force.  The  indications  of  enmity 
to  this  country,  joined  to  Catharine's  ambitious  projects,  strong-ly  im- 
peHed  the  British  governm.ent  to  prevent  the  encroachments  of  the 
Russian  court.  Britain  and  her  allies  adhered  to  their  purpose,  of 
inducing-  or  compelling-  Catjiarine  to  restore  the  conquest.  Finding- 
pacific  neg-ociations  unavailing',  tlie  defensive  alliance  projected  more 
effectual  uneasiness.  The  messag-e  coming-  under  consideration,  Mr. 
Fox  opposed  hostile  interference.  The  forcible  eloquence  of  that 
great  statesman  coinciding- with  the  immediate  interests  of  merchants 
and  manufacturers,  impressed  those  bodies  of  men  very  powerfully. 
Their  sentiments  were  rapidly  and  v/idely  diffused  through  the  nation, 
and  rendered  the  people  in  genera!  inimical  to  a  Russiari  v/ar.  The 
admhustration  of  Mr.  Pitt  liad  never  encountered  so  rude  a  shock  as 
from  this  discussion.  Yet  it  is  probable,  that  had  he  been  at  liberty  to 
divulge  all  which  he  then  knew  of  the  danger  haiiging-  over  the  North, 
and  v/hich  subsequent  events  have  unfolded  to  the  v/orld,  his  conduct 
might  have  been  vievved  in  a  very  different  light ;  at  least,  we  have 
reason  to  suppose,  from  the  recent  iang-uage  of  his  most  violent  oppo- 
nents, who,  when  it  was  too  late,  would  have  urged  an  actual  war  in 
defence  of  Poland.  But  while  he  acted  from  his  knowledge,  parliament 
and  the  people  were  under  tlie  necessity  of  judging-  from  their  own. 
Their  sense  was  intelligibly  declared  ag-ainst  him  :  he  acknowledged, 
and  obeyed  it. 

Mr.  Pitt's  Qiiebec  bill,  in  its  latter  stages,  g-ave  occasion  to  the 
pubUc  declaration  of  a  breach  between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke, 
v.'hich  was  the  forerunner  of  a  more  serious,  because  much  more 
extensive  schism  in  the  party  of  opposition.  The  slave  trade  under- 
went this  year  a  much  more  complete  discussion  than  vvhen  it  was 
formerly  ag-itated.  Mr.  Pitt  and  Tvlr.  Fox  took  the  same  side,  but 
their  efforts  were  ineffectual.  A  vote  for  a  gradual  abolition  passing-, 
Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  invariably  supported  the  measure  cf  abolition,  not 
merely  as  a  minister,  but  as  a  man  feeling- for  all  mankind,  in  a  speech, 
fraught  with  argument  and  eloquence,  conjured  the  house  not  to 
postpone,  even  for  an  hour,  the  great  and  necessary  work  of  abolition. 
"  Reflect,  said  Mr.  Pitt,  on  the  80,000  persons  annually  torn  from 
their  native  land  !  on  the  connections  which  are  broken  !  on  the 
friendships,  attachment-.,  and  relationships  that  are  burst  asunder.... 
There  is  somethmg  in  the  horror  of  it  that  surpasses  all  the  bounds  of 
imagination.  How  shall  we  repair  the  mischiefs  we  have  brought 
upon  that  continent  ?  If,  knowing  the  miseries  we  have  caused,  we 
refuse,  even  now,  to  put  a  stop  to  them,  how  greatly  aggravated  will 
be  the  guilt  of  Britain  !  Shall  we  not  rather  count  the  days  and 
hours  that  are  suffered  to  intervene,  than  to  delay  the  accomplishment 
of  such  a  work  ?  I  trust  we  shall  not  ihink  ourselves  too  liberal  if  we 
give  to  Africa  the  common  chance  (f  civilization  with  tlie  rest  of  the 
world.  If  we  listen  to  the  voice  of  reason  and  duty,  and  pursue, 
this  night,  the  line  of  conduct  which  they  prescribe.  Some  of  us 
may  live  to  see  a  reverse  of  that  picture  from  which  we  now  turn  our 
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eyes  with  shame  and  regret.  We  may  behold  the  natives  of  Africa 
eng-aged  in  the  calm  occupations  of  industry,  in  the  pursuits  of  a  just 
and  legitimate  coninierce.  V/e  may  behold  the  beams  of  science  and 
and  philosophy  breaking  in  upon  tlieir  land,  winch,  at  some  hap])y  pe- 
riod, in  still  later  times,  may  blaze  with  full  lustre  ;  and,  joining  their 
influence  to  that  of  pure  religion,  may  illuminate  and  invigorate  \he 
more  distant  extremeties  of  that  immense  contivent.  Then  may  we 
liope,  tliateven  Afripa,  though  last  of  ail  the  quarters  of  the  globe,  shall 
onjoy  at  length.,  in  the  cvenii-.g  of  iier  days,  those  blessings  wliich  have 
descended  so  plentifully  upon  us  in  a  much  earlier  period  of  the  world. 
Nos  primus  eqiiis  oriens  affiavit  anhelis  ; 
Illic  sera  rubens  accendit  lumina  'vesper. 
Intliis  view,  as  an  atonement  for  our  long  and  cruel  injustice  towards 
Africa,  the  measure  now  before  the  house  most  forcibly  lecommends 
itself  to  my  mind.  The  great  and  happy  change  to  be  expected  in 
the  state  of  lier  inhabitants  is,  of  all  the  various  and  important  benefits 
of  the  abolition,  in  my  estimation,  incomparably  the  most  extensive 
and  importaDt.  The  session  concluded  on  the  10th  of  June,  without 
any  other  occurrence  worthy  of  remark. 

Great  and  important  as  Vv"ere  the  progressions  of  the  public  opinion 
rn  1791,  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  philosophical  observer,  the 
events  in  Erigland  were  not  numerous.  The  principle  of  Britain, 
manifested  not  only  in  her  declarations  to  foreign  powers,  but  in  lier 
imiform  conduct,  was,  that  an  internal  change  in  the  political  system 
of  uny  country  did  not  justifj'  the  interference  of  neighboring  nations, 
unless  that  internal  cliange  led  its  votaries  to  aggression. 

This  principle,  acted  upon  so  long  as  it  was  possible,  shews  very 
forcibly  tlie  sentiments  of  the  subject  of  these  annals,  upon  the 
greatest  question  of  his  life,  and  may  assist  in  rescuing  his  name  from 
the  aspersions  of  his  and  his  country's  enemies. 

Parliament  met  Jan.  31,  1^792.  Nothing  occurred  of  interest  till 
Mr.  Pitt  produced  his  budget  on  the  ITth  of  Feb.  when  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  entcicd  upon  the  subject  in  a  committee  of  tlie 
whole  house,  and  delivered  a  splended  speech,  which  was  heard  with 
j!;eneral  admiration  by  the  house,  and  read  with  avidity  by  people  of 
all  descriptions,  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom.  The  amount  of  the 
permanent  re;enue,  with  the  land  and  malt  duties  annexed, from  Jan. 
1791  to  Jan.  1792,  he  estimated  at  16,730,000;^.  being  300,000^. 
more  than  the  aggregate  of  the  preceding  year.  The  permanent  ex- 
penditure, including  the  interest  of  the  debt,  the  annual  million 
applied  tovrards  its  extinction,  the  civil  list,  and  the  military  and 
naval  establishments,  he  calculated  at  15,810,000;^.  leaving  a  clear 
surplus  of  more  than  900,000^.  In  this  state  of  things  he  thought 
himself  authorized  to  propose  the  repeal  (if  a  part  of  tlie  more  burden- 
some taxes,  to  the  amount  of  about  200,000;^.  per  annum,  and  at  the 
same  time  to  apply  the  sum  of  400,000;^.  to  the  reduction  of  the 
national  debt,  in  aidof  the  annual  million  appropriated  by  parliament. 
This  would  still  fall  far  short  of  his  estimate  of  the  national  ability, 
and  there  was  good  ground  to  believe  that  we  had  not  reached,  by 
many  degrees,  the  summit  of  our  prosperity.     Wh.cn  the  debentures 
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to  the  American  loyalists  should  be  dlscharg-ed,  winch  would  happen 
in  about  four  years,  an  addition  of  near  300,000/?.  would  accrue 
to  the  revenue.  In  consecpience  of  the  g-cneral  improvement  of 
credit,  the  three  per  cents,  vrouid  soon  rise  so  high  as  to  enable  the 
parliament  to  effect  a  reduction  of  the  four,  and,  as  soon  as  by  law 
redeemable,  of  the  five  per  cents,  which  would  add  the  sum  of 
700,000;^.  or  little  less  to  the  sinking  fund.  The  indefinite  additions 
which  might  be  ex[)ected  from  the  enormous  produce  of  the  existing 
taxes,  the  result  of  our  rapidly  increasing"  commerce,  must  mock  all 
calculadon.  Our  exports  bad  arisen  one  third  in  value  since  the  year 
1783,  i.  e.  from  14,741,000^.  to  20,120,000;^.  and  our  internal  trade 
liad  increased  in  at  least  an.  equal  proportion.  Tluis  shall  we  be  en- 
abled to  make  a  swiftly  accelerated  progress  in  the  essential  work  of 
liquidating  the  nation.al  debt,  and  in  a  very  short  time  to  reach  a  point 
which,  perhaps,  not  long  since  was  thought  too  distant  for  calculation. 
On  the  continuance  of  our  present  prosi:)erityit  is,  indeed,  impossible 
to  count  v/ith  certainty  ;  but,  unquestionably,  there  never  was  a  time 
when,  from  the  situation  of  Europe,  vvc  might  more  reasonably  expect 
a  durable  peace  than  attlie  present  moment.  After  developing  Avith 
much  ability  and  sagacity  the  hidden  but  operative  springs  of  the 
returnijig  prosperity  of  the  country,  the  minister  concluded  vvith  the  ■ 
following  memorable  words  :  "  From  t  .e  result  of  the  M'hole  I  trust 
I  am  entitled  to  infer,  that  the  scene  which  we  are  now  contempla- 
ting, is  not  the  transient  effect  of  accidenc,  not  the  short-lived  pros- 
perity of  a  day,  but  the  genuine  and  natural  result  of  regular  and  per- 
manent causes.  The  season  of  our  severe  trial  is  at  an  end  ;  and  we 
are  at  length  relieved,  not  only  from  the  dejection  and  gloom  uhich 
a  few  years  since  hung  over  the  country,  but  from  the  doubt  and  un- 
certainty which,  even  for  a  considerable  time  after  our  prospect  had 
begun  to  brighten,  still  mingled  w^ith  the  hopes  and  expectations  of 
the  public.  We  may  yet,  indeed,  be  subject  to  those  fluctuations 
which  often  happen  in  the  affairs  of  a  great  nation,  aiid  v/hich  it  is  im- 
possible to  calculate  or  ftjresee  ;  but  as  far  as  tiiere  can  be  any  reliance 
on  human  speculations,  we  luae  the  best  ground,  from  the  experience 
of  tiie  past,  to  look  with  satisfaction  to  the  present,  and  with  confi- 
dence to  the  future- . — Nunc  demum  rcdit  animus,  cum  non  spem 
raodo  ac  votum  securitas  pubiica,  sed  ipt;;us  voti  fiduciani  et  robur 
assurapserit. 

On  the  29th  of  tlie  same  monih,  Mr.  Wliitbread  moved  three 
resolutions  convej'ing  a  censm-e  upon  th.e  ministers  for  their  eoiiduct 
in  the  Russian  controversy.  The  subject  is  now  so  little  ioiteresting 
that  we  shall  content  ourselves  with  stating  thut  after  a  eiebate  of 
two  days,  in  which  the  leaders  of  the  o,  position  and  Mr.  Fox,  in 
particular,  displayed  tiie  most  animated  pov/ers,  Mr.  Pitt  succeeded 
so  Vv'ell  in  satisfy irg  the  house,  that  the  moticn  was  rejected  by  o. 
division  of  24-4  against  118. 

A!t  association  had  been  recently  established,  the  declared  object 
of  which  was  to  procure  v.hat  i-^  commonly  called  a  reform  m  parlia- 
ment, and  to  sliorten  the  period  (jf  its  ds.iation.  Several  rcspvrCiabie 
members  of  the  iiouse  of  comn.ons  patr-.-.-Jzed  this  associatio-.,  '.a  hick 
assumed  the  title  of  "  The  Frienas  of  the  People,"  and  lent  it  the 
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credit  of  their  names.  Lord  Lauderdale,  Mr.  Grey,  and  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan, were  said  to  be  tlie  principal  founders  and  directors  of  it.  It 
was  in  consequence  of  a  resolution,  which  v/as  adopted  by  this 
society,  that  Mr.  Grey  came  forward  with  a  notice  of  his  intention 
to  niove  for  a  parliamentary  reform  at  some  period  in  the  subsequent 
session.  Mr,.  Pitt  observed  that  if  ever  there  were  a  time,  when  the 
subject  of  a  parliamentary  reform  ough.t  not  to  be  agitated,  the  present 
was  that  period.  The  part  which  he  had  himself  formerly  acted 
upon  a  similar  occasion,  was  well  known  to  the  house.  When  he 
had  himself  proposed  a  parliamentary  reform,  the  complexion  of  the 
times  was  different  in  every  respect  from  what  it  then  was.  Real 
grievances  were  practically  felt,  and  a  direct  contrariety  existed 
between  the  opinions  of  the  people.  The  country  was  in  a  state  of 
K.ctuai  distress,  a  national  bankruptcy  dreaded,  and  the  public  mind 
almost  bordering-  on  absolute  despair.  In  this  situation,  something 
he  had  conceived,  ought  to  be  attempted  to  counteract  such  alarndng 
evils,  by  restoring- to  the  people  that  confidence  in  parliament  which 
they  seemed  to  have  lost.  A  parliamentary  reform  had  appeared  to 
him  adequate  to  such  an  eiFect ;  a  measure  which  at  tlie  time  would 
have  satisfied  tlic  riation,  and  was  not  likely  to  have  gone  beyond  its 
declared  object.  The  case,  he  remarked,  at  present  was  widely  dif- 
ferent. By  the  blessing  of  Providence  we  enjoyed  an  unexampled 
state  of  political  happiness;  and  the  gloom  which  had  brooded  over 
the  public  mind,  had  completely  disi>ersed.  It  was  impossible  by 
any  attempt  at  ref)rm  to  make  the  nation  easier  or  happier.  On  the 
other  hand  much  real  evil  might  attend  it;  the  security  of  all  the 
Jslessings  we  possessed  might  be  shaken  to  the  very  foiuidation.  For 
such  was  the  temper  of  too  many  reformers  out  of  doors,  that  mo- 
derate measures  were  not  likely  to  satisfy  them  ;  they  wished  nOc  to 
presei-ve,  but  to  subvert  the  constitution.  Such  were  his  principal 
objections  to  the  tim.e  when  this  Eubjcct  w^as  brought  forv/ard  ; — 
objections,  v.hich  he  thought  sufficiently  accounted  for  the  altered 
lin.e  of  conduct  iie  proposed  to  pursue,  still  retaining  ins  opinion  of 
the  propriety  of  a  parliamentary  reform,  whenever  it  might  seem 
attainable  without  danger  or  mlschsef.  He  complained  that  instead 
of  coming  forward  at  once  with  some  specific  proposition  on  the 
subject,  Mr.  Grey  had  given  an  indistinct  notice,  which  would 
naturally  agitate  the  public  mind  for  a  Ciaisiderable  perind,  and 
get  to  work  many  dangerous  and  designing  theoi-ists.  Of  ibis  latter 
description  lie  conceived  s<  me  of  that  society  to  be,  with  Vvhich  he 
grieved  to  find  a  man  of  Mr.  Grey's  talents  and  character  uj^happily 
connected.  The  aim  of  such  people  was  nothing  less  tJian  to 
destroy  the  British  constilutioii,  and  to  erect  on  its  ruins  that  mad 
system  which  had  been  misnamed  liberty  in  another  country.  Not- 
withstanding th<  informality  of  the  proceeding,  the  debate  was  car- 
ried to  a  considerable  length,  several  members  strongly  expressed 
their  dlsapprobal  ion  oftlie  society  in  which  the  uieasure had  originated. 
Lord  N  -rh  and  Mr.  Windham,  in  particular,  sided  on  this  occasion  with 
Mr.  Burke,  and  op;;osed  the  arguments  (;f  their  friends  in  opposition. 
It  vv  as  now  that  ihe  great  diffei-ence  of  opinion  which  led  to  the 
ultimate  division  of  the  members  of  opposition  took  place.     Th;? 
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societies  denominated  "  The  Friends  of  the  People,"  the  corres- 
poudivig-  societies  ar-d  o  her  "  aftliiated"  clubs  \v;;re  in  their  u'most 
activity  employing-  all  the  arts  of  the  press  lo  assail  every  class  of  men 
with  addresses  to  their  passions,  their  prejudices,  or  their  interests. 
The  Rights  of  Man,  by  Thomas  Paine,  was  particularly  pressed  into 
circulation.  About  the  same  period,  tiie  members  of  the  re%oiution 
society  published  their  proceedings  and  correspondence.'  In  these  the 
revolution  of  France  was  not  only  praised  in  general  terms,  but  that 
leading  maxim  of  it,  the  sacred  duty  of  insurrection,  particularly 
applauded.  Our  revolution  in  1688,  was  considered  as  imperfect. 
The  final  completion  of  this  gloricms  work,  it  was  said,  was  os.ly  to 
be  hoped  from  an  imitation  of  the  conduct  of  France,  and  our  specific 
grievances,  were  stated  to  be  "  royal  prerogatives  injurious  to  the 
public  interest,  a  servile  peerage,  a  rapacious  and  intolerant  clergy, 
and  a  corrupt  representation." 

On  tiie  11th  of  May  Mr.  Fox  moved  for  the  repeal  of  some  parti- 
cular stiitutes  aganist  the  dissenters.  Mr.  Pitt  opposed  the  meastu'e,  as 
it  seemed  acknowledged  on  all  hands,  that  no  practical  eviis  had  ever 
happened,  or  were  likely  to  happen,  from  the  laws  in  question,  and 
as  danger  might  possibly  accrue  from  the  repeal  of  them,  the  motion 
was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  79-  The  royal  proclamation  against 
the  dispersion  of  seditious  w-ritings  was  now  issued,  and  being  laid 
before  me  house,  and  an  address  of  approbation  moved,  it  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  C^rey  with  much  warmtn,  and  the  proclamation  itself 
condemned  in  severe  terms,  as  a  n;ieasure  insidious  and  pernicious. 
The  "  diligent  enquiry,''  enjoined  by  the  proclamation  after  the  au- 
thors and  distributors  of  v/icked  and  seditious  writings,  could  only 
tend  to  establish  an  odious  and  arbitrary  system  of  espionage.  Mr. 
G.  strongly  intimated  his  belief,  that  the  real  object  of  the  proclama- 
tion was  merely  lo  discredit  the  late  association  in  the  view  of  the 
public.  Tiiis  Mr.  Pitt  disclaimed  in  very  explicit  terms  ;  and  ex- 
pressed his  high  respect  for  many  of  the  association  in  question,  de- 
claring "  that  he  differed  from  them  only  in  reg'ard  to  the  time  and 
mode  which  they  had  adopted  fur  the  attainment  (;f  their  object." 
The  association  in  question,  he  said,  did  not  come  within  the  scope 
and  purview  of  the  proclamation,  which  was  levelled  against  the 
daring  and  seditious  pi-incipies  v/iiich  had  been  so  assiduously  propa- 
gated amongst  the  people,  under  the  |)lausible  and  delusive  appella- 
tion of  the  Rights  of  Man.  Several  members  of  opposition,  particu- 
larly the  Marquis  of  Tiichfieid,  Lord  North,  Mi.  Windham  and  Mr. 
Anstruther,  delivered  their  sentimerits  iii  support  of  the  address,  im- 
pressed with  the  persuasion  that  a  line  of  conduct  had  lately  been 
adopted  in  this  country,  which  required  the  utmost  attention  and 
interference  of  government. 

On  two  occasions  in  the  upper  house,  the  Lord  Chancellor  Thur- 
low  had  not  only  opposed  ministry,  but  erajiloyed  even  invective ; 
the  breach  in  the  admirustration  becam.e  irreparable  :  Mr  Pitt,  there- 
fore, was  said  to  have  insisted,  that  either  he  ur  Lord  Thuriow  should 
be  dismissed  from  the  king's  service.  The  great  seal  was  accordingly 
demanded,  the  very  day  thut  parliament  rose,  and  put  into  the  custody 
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of  three  commissioners,  the  principal  of  whom  was  chief  Baron  Eyre. 
Two  cabinet  offices  being  now,  in  effect,  vacant,  the  minister,  it  was 
reported,  signified  an  inclination  for  a  junction  with  that  branch  of 
the  oppositioM,  which  had  concun-ed  m  the  important  measure  of  tlie 
proclamation.  It  was  likewise  added,  that,  seriously  alaimed  at  the 
■state  of  the  natio-i  and  of  Europe,  and  anxious  to  combine  all  tlie  abi- 
lities oftlie  covmtry  tor  the  g-eneral  safety,  he  did  not  object  to  include 
Mr.  Fox  in  tlie  arrangemerit,  which  was  understood  to  have  been  par- 
ticularly pressed  by  Mr.  Burke,  v;ho,  since  the  concert  that  had  been 
established  between  government  and  the  old  leaders  of  the  whig  party 
on  the  subject  of  the  proclamation,  was  known  to  have  had  morefrC" 
quent  and  free  intercourse  with  the  mir.isters.  In  consequence  of 
this  overture,  negociations  were  represented  to  have  taken  place,  but 
finally  to  have  proved  abortive,  fiom  the  obstacles  to  an  arrangement 
v/hich  were  started  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Fox,  v,-iio  would  only  consent 
to  the  proposeti  union,  on  the  condition  that  Mr.  Pitt  sliould  relin- 
qu'sh  the  high  situation  he  tJien  held,  to  be  nsore  on  a  level  with  lum 
in  office,  while  the  Duke  of  Portland,  or  at  least,  some  neutral  per- 
son,  should  be  appointed  to  the  treasui-y  ;  a  condition,  wliich  was  re- 
jected on  the  part  of  the  minister.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Fox,  in 
talking  of  this  unprosperous  issue,  asserted,  that  what  he  had  de- 
manded was  no  more  than  was  indispensably  necessary  to  his  consist- 
ency, aj  being  the  same  terms  for  v/iiich  he  had  contended  in  the  be- 
ginning oftlie  year  1784;  but  the  friends  of  Mr.  Pitt  answered,  that 
he  was  as  much  entitled  as  Mr.  Fox  could  be,  to  consult  his  own 
character;  that  admitting  hmi  to  have  been  v.rong  (which  tliey  did 
no:  really  mean  to  admit)  in  standing  up  n  the  prerogative  of  the 
crovv'n,  against  the  sense  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  in  refusing  to 
be  bound  by  that  sense,  as  speaking  the  true  voice  of  the  people  in 
1784;  yet  he  had  then,  by  a  dissolution,  made  a  regular  appeal  to 
the  peopie,  and  the  decision  was  most  clearly  in  his  favor  ;  that  he 
had  ately  in  a  sti  ikmg  manner  shewn,  hemsell  to  retain  the  public 
confidence,  oftlie  king  and  of  parliament,  including  even  many  of  the 
most  respectable  m.embers  of  Mr.  Fox's  party  ;  ar.d  as  to  the  people 
at  large,  it 'was  asked,  if  Mr.  Fox  would  abide  by  the  result  of  any 
new  appeal  to  them  ;  if  not,  wliat  was  ihe  justice  or  equity  of  requir- 
ing, that  Mr.  Pitt  should  voluntaily  forego  all  :lu;se  advantages. — 
The  former,  in  reply  accused  liim  of  inoidmate  ambition,  and  the 
latter  retorted  the  charge,  observing  'hat  wliatMr.  Fox  meant  by  his 
claim  of  perfect  equality,  was  in  truth,  for  the  minister  to  have  af- 
ford*, d  him  a  complete  triinnph,  by  covifessing  himheif  in  the  wrong, 
and  by  humbling  himself,  to  have  gratified  a  persona)  jeaL:Uby,  which 
if  it  existed  at  all,  must  have  fi-ustrated  all  the  salutary  effects  other- 
wise to  have  been  ho])ed  from  the  projected  coalition;  Mr.  Pitt, 
they  added,  by  manifesting  a  readiness  to  share  with  his  opponent,  on 
term';  not  dishonornbie  to  either  party,  that  power  of  which  he  vui  in 
the  entire  and  firm  p)'(  S'.ession,  gave  the  best  proof,  that  he  \\  as  sincere 
in  preferring  the  interests  of  h.is  country  to  any  private  ends  ;  t  his 
own.  On  the  15ti!  .:f  June  tlie  session  tenninated  with  a  -.  eecli 
from  the  throne,  in  which  his  majesty,  mentioning  ihe  state  of  aiiairs 
ill  Europe,  declared  his  own  intention  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality. 
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Mr.  Pitt's  plan  for  the  administration  of  the  Indian  territories,  exe- 
cuted under  the  directivon  of  Mr.  Dundas,  had  corrected  a])uses,  re- 
stored prosperity,  and  extended  revenue  through  British  India. 

The  French  revolution  continued  to  eng'age  the  attention  of  Great 
Britain,  but  government  stiii  resolved  to  avoid  ail  interference  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  France.  The  French  now  declared  vrar  against 
Austria  and  Prussia.  Tne  king  was  deposed,  the  Scheldt  was  opened 
in  contravention  of  sacred  treaties. 

During  the  recess  of  1792,  the  public  ferment  greatly  increased  in 
this  country.  The  efforts  of  the  revolutionary  emissaries  became  more 
strenuous  in  London,  and  in  the  other  great  cities.  On  the  7th  of 
Nov.  an  address  from  several  patriotic  societies  in  England  was  pre- 
sented at  the  bar  of  the  convention,  containing,  in  addition  to  the 
accustomed  complimentary  expresions,  reflections  upon  the  govern- 
ment and  constitution  of  their  own  country.  The  president  of  the 
convention,  in  his  answer  used  expressions  full  of  respect  and  compla- 
cency ;  copies  of  the  address  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  all  the  armies 
and  departments  of  the  republic.  A  royal  proclamation  was  issued 
December  1,  1792,  announcing  "  that  notwithstanding  the  late  pro- 
clamation of  the  21st  of  May,  the  utmost  industry  was  still  empio^ed 
by  evil-disposed  persons  within  tlie  kingdom,  acting  in  concert  with 
persons  in  f3reign  parts,  v.ith  a  view  to  subvert  the  laws  and  consti- 
tution ;  and  that  a  spirit  of  tumtdt  and  disorder  thereby  excited,  had 
lately  shewn  itself  in  acts  of  riot  and  insurrection ;  and  that  these 
causes  moving  him  thereto,  his  Majesty  had  resolved  forthwith  to 
embody  part  of  the  militia  of  the  kingdom."  On  the  same  day  another 
proclamation  was  issued  for  convening  the  parliamerit  (wliich  stood 
prorogued  to  the  3d  of  Jan.  1793)  on  the  13th  of  December;  the  law- 
requiring,  that  if  the  militia  be  drav»-n  out  during  the  recess  of  parlia- 
jnent,  and  this  it  can  only  be  in  case  of  invasion  or  actual  insurrection, 
parliament  shall  be  assembled  within  the  space  of  fourteen  days. 

On  the  13th  of  December  parliament  v.as  assembled  ;  and  the  king 
stated  his  various  reasons  for  his  present  measures.  Notwithstanding 
the  strict  neutrality  which  lie  had  uniformly  observed  in  the  wars 
now  raging  on  the  continent,  he  could  not,  without  concern,  observe 
the  strong  indications  of  an  intention  in  the  French  to  excite  disturb- 
ances in  other  coimtries  ;  to  pursue  views  of  conquest  and  ag- 
grandisement, inconsistei  t  witi!  the  balance  «.f  Europe,  to  disre- 
gard the  rigiits  of  neutral  powers  ;  and  to  adopt  towards  his  allies  the 
states  general,  measures  neither  conformable  to  the  public  law,  nor  to 
the  positive  articles  of  existing  treaties,  he  had  therefore  found  it  ne. 
cessary  to  make  some  aagmentation  of  his  army  and  navy. 

Notwithstanding  tiie  facts  already  detailed,  Mr.  Fox,  at  the  head  of 
a  small  but  able  band,  ridiculed  and  reprobated  the  apprehension  of 
any  tendency  towards  revoiution  existing  in  the  peple  of  this  coun- 
try. Mr.  Pitt  being  absent,  in  consequence  of  his  having  vacated  his 
seat  by  the  acceptance  of  trie  vvardensJiipof  the  cinque  ports,  till  now- 
held  by  tiie  Earl  of  Guilford  (Lord  North).  Mr.  Burke  was  the 
principal  opponent  to  Mr.  Fox  in  parliament.  Mr.  B.  insisted  that 
preventive  policy  was  necessary  to  the  salvation  of  the  country.    We 
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pass  over  any  further  historical  relation  of  events  till  the  discussion  of 
the  alien  bill  on  the  fourth  of  Jan  1793.  Mr  Pitt's  speeches  upon  this 
and  a  subsequent  motion  for  an  address  to  the  kinq-,  vvliiie  they  explain 
all  the  transactions  of  the  tiir.e,  will  illustrate  more  peculiarly  his  own 
powers  of  mind  and  the  sentiments  he  entertained  on  passing  events. 
Upon  the  alien  bill,  he  said,  tliat  he  felt  hiinself  called  upon  to 
speak  on  the  present  occasion,  thougli  from  the  circumstance  of  his 
absence  on  former  debates,  the  g-round  of  discussion  had  already  been 
pre-occupied.  A  right  honorable  gentleman,  Mr,  Fox,  had  assumed 
as  a  principle,  that  no  bill  of  this  sort  ought  to  be  brought  forward, 
except  upon  some  g-round  of  positive  circumstances  upon  which  it 
was  founded  being-  stated  in  the  preamble.  If  he  was  called  upon  to 
state  tlie  particular  g-round  upon  wliich  the  bill  was  founded,  the 
only  difficulty  which  he  should  find,  was,  that  these  g-rounds  were 
in  themselves  far  greater  than  the  magnitude  of  the  measure.  If  iie 
should  only  state,  that  by  some  extraordinary  occurrence,  some  un- 
foreseen  and  inevitable  calamity  of  nature,  great  numbers  of  foreigners 
had  come  into  this  country  vrithout  the  means  of  subsistence,  with- 
out being  brought  for  any  purposes  of  commerce,  or  vrithout  any 
possibility  of  discrimination,  even  this  he  should  consider  as  affording- 
a  sufficient  object  of  jealousy  and  attention,  but  vvhen  it  appeared 
that  tiiese  came  from  a  country  wiiose  principles  were  inimical  to  the 
peace  and  order  of  every  other  government,  and  though  many  of 
them,  no  doubt,  had  fled  here  in  order  to  find  a  refuge  from  the  sword 
of  persecution,  there  was  but  too  much  reason  to  suspect,  amon^ 
these  had  mingled  emissaries  for  prey,  regard  for  our  own  interests, 
and  for  the  safety  of  the  country,  enforced  the  necessity  of  peculiar  ' 
vig-ilance.  In  adflition  to  all  these  circumstances,  we  find  tliat  in  the 
councils  of  that  country,  from  which  these  persons  had  come,  there 
had  been  adopted  a  system  of  propagating,  by  every  means  of  ai  t  and 
force,  principles  inimical  to  the  government  of  every  country,  and. 
that  they  v/ere  nov/  actually  carrying  on  a  war  against  the  established 
government  of  other  countries,  under  the  specious  pretext  of  pro- 
jnoting-  the  cause  of  freedom  :  but  he  now  came  to  the  climax  of  all. 
In  this  country  itself  tliere  had  been  found  persons  who  proposed 
the  same  principles  with  those  maintained  in  tiie  councils  of  that 
neighboring  state,  and  held  out  the  model  of  their  government  as  an 
object  of  applause  and  imitation  ;  who  had  industriously  propagated, 
and  publicly  avow  ed,  that  th.^y  acted  Avith  them  in  concert ;  that 
they  had  held  a  correspondence  with  affiliated  societies  of  jacobins; 
they  had  presented  addresses  to  the  convention,  and  had  there  been 
received,  encouraged  and  cherished,  and  hadin  return  met  with  offers 
of  fraternity  and  succour.  Was  there  then  not  reason  to  suppose, 
that  persons  might  have  been  sent  to  tills  country,  with  a  view  of 
carrying  on  that  concert.  Was  not  this  obvious  to  the  understandi)ig 
and  feeling  of  every  honorable  gentleman  present.  Yet  after  all  that 
bad  been  stated,  there  are  some  Avho  pretend  to  tell  us  tliat  they  fear 
no  internal  alarm,  that  they  see  no  cause  of  danger.  Notwithstanding 
the  general  sentiments  of  the  country  and  of  that  house,  they  have 
the  hardihood  to  treat  the  whole  as  the  effect  of  ministerial  artifice* 
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Had  ministerial  artifice  made  those  who  had  hitherto  acted  upon 
a  system  of  opposition,  now  concur  m  the  opinion  of  this 
dang-er  ?  Had  it  made  all  the  members  in  that  house,  except 
ten  or  fifteen,  agree  in  the  same  sentiment  ?  He  shcnild  now  shortly 
point  out  what  were  the  leading-  circvmistances  of  the  present 
time.  What  had  they  seen  ?  They  had  seen  witlun  two  or  tlirce  years 
a  revolution  in  France,  founded  upon  principles  which  were  incon- 
sistent with  our  own,  and  with  every  regular  government ;  which 
were  hostile  to  hereditary  monarchy,  to  nobility,  to  all  tlie  pnvelcged 
orders,  and  to  every  sort  of  popvdar  representation  short  of  that,  which 
would  give  to  every  individual  a  voice  in  the  election  of  represen- 
tatives. Writings  had  been  published  in  this  country,  holding  out 
this  government  as  an  object  of  envy,  and  model  of  imitation,  decry- 
ing eVery  other  f  )rm  of  government  as  founded  in  injustice  and  in- 
consistent with  the  unalienable  right  of  man  ;  representing  this  new 
scheme  as  holding  out  relief  to  the  poor,  inculcating  a  more  pure  and 
simple  system  of  morals  and  enlarging  the  circle  of  social  liappiness. 
How  far  it  deserved  this  character  its  ovvU  practice  would  best 
prove.  Societies  had  been  formed  in  different  manufacturing  toM'ns 
in  tliis  country,  upon  the  model  of  the  jacobin  societies  in  France, 
Vv'here  the  utmost  art  and  industry  had  been  employed  to  inflam.e  the 
passions  and  mislead  the  judgment  of  the  lower  classes,  and  where  the 
doctrines  inculcated  might  be  supposed  to  be  attended  with  tiie  wor.5t 
effect.  These  societies  carried  on  correspondence  M-itJi  the  societies 
and  councils  of  France,  and  received  from  them  invitations  of  support. 
In  addition  to  all  this,  we  have  seen  a  code  of  the  laws  of  nations 
adopted  in  France,  hostile  to  every  other  government,  a  system  of 
anarchy  and  ambition,  setting  at  defiance  all  regular  authority,  and 
treating  as  unlawful  every  thing  which  lias  been  sanctioned  by  the 
laws  of  other  countries.  Their  nev/  code  of  the  laws  of  nations  went  to 
establish  their  government  wherever  they  should  carry  their  arms.  As 
their  ambition  was  unbounded,  so  the  anarchy,  which  ttiey  hoped  to 
establish,  was  universal.  From  the  conduct  which  they  had  already 
exhibited,  a  judgment  mi.^ht  be  formed  of  the  future  course  which 
they  vi^ould  pursue.  Under  the  specious  pretext  of  promoting  the 
cause  of  freedom,  tliey  had  shev/n  no  scru[)le  to  annex  the  territories 
of  their  neighbours  to  their  own  dominions,  and  to  force  upon  the  in- 
habitants uf  the  countries  vihich  they  had  entered,  that  freedom  which 
they  were  unwilling  to  receive,  and  of  which,  certainly  the  state  of 
tlieir  own  country  did  not  afford  a  very  flattering-  specimen.  Their 
own  declarations  had  slievrn  that  their  views  were  not  confined  to 
]iarticuiar  countries,  that  their  object  was  every  v/here  to  propagate 
their  own  system  by  all  the  means  which  art,  industry,  or  force  could 
supply.  \Vhen  there  were  men  in  this  country  connected  with  apeo- 
pie  actuated  by  such  principles,  and  pursuing  such  a  system,  it  surely 
became  a  matter  of  the  most  serious  consideraion.  Such  being  the 
state  of  cn-cumstances,  he  put  it  to  the  hearis,  consciences,  judgments 
and  understandings  of  gentlemen  present,  v.hether  there  v.as  iiot  seri- 
ous ground  of  alarm  ?  Sufh  u-as  the  general  view  of  aff"au-s  ;  com- 
bined with  v.hich,  their  w.^s  a  necessity  of  taking  some  measure 
against  Uiat  iriHux  of  foreigners  which  had  poured  into  the  country. 
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While  all  that  house  and  all  the  country  agn-ee  vvitli  respect  to  the 
existence  of  danger,  there  were  ten  or  fifteen  menibeis  who  com- 
pletely denied  it;  but  even  tliese  could  not  agree  with  regard  to  the 
degree  of  its  non-existence.  In  this  respect,  they  were  inconsistent 
witli  themselves.  A  right  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Fox)  who, 
though  he  had  spoken  last,  was  first  to  be  attended  to;  though  he 
disapproved  of  the  prmciples  upon  which  the  French  acted — tiiough 
afraid  of  the  progress  of  their  arms,  was  not  afraid  of  t  lie  progress  of 
their  opinions  in  this  country.  On  this  score  he  appreliends  nothing, 
though  it  was  particularly  the  interest,  and  had  always  been  the 
policy  of  the  French  to  sow  divisions  in  those  couatries,  against 
which  they  entertained  views  of  hostility — a  policy  which,  in  the 
present  instance,  could  not  be  better  answered  than  by  propagating 
their  sentiments.  The  opinions  that  right  lionorable  gentleman  had 
stated,  were  not  to  be  opposed  by  force  ;  they  w^ere  to  be  resisted, 
fi  ■  ^  by  neglect  and  contem})t,  the  mode  of  which  he  seemed  most  to 
approve  ;  secondly,  by  argument  and  resoning;  and  last,  by  prose- 
cution, which,  however,  he  did  not  greatly  commend.  He  would 
only  ask,  what  sort  of  opinions  were  thost;  to  which  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman  had  alluded.  Seiious  and  conscientious  opinions, 
foun.icd  upon  sober  and  dispassionate  reasonhig,  he  would  own,  had 
a  ciaira  to  the  utmost  indulgence,  and  ought  always  to  be  treated  with 
deference;  but  surely,  with  regard  to  wild  and  violent  notions,  as- 
suming the  name  of  opinions,  but  tending  by  overt  acts  to  overturn 
every  established  governme  t,  and  to  introduce  anarchy  and  confusion, 
a  ditferent  mode  of  conduct  was  to  be  observed.  Those  opinions  wliich 
the  French  entertained  were  of  the  most  dangerous  nature ;  they 
were  opinions  produced  by  interest,  inflamed  by  passion,  propagated 
by  delusion,  which  tiieir  successes  had  carried  to  the  utmost  excess, 
and  had  contributed  to  render  still  more  dangerous.  For,  would 
the  right  hunoiable  gentleman  tell  him  that  the  French  opinions  re- 
ceived no  adilitional  weigiit  from  the  success  of  tlieir  armies  ?  Was 
it  possible  to  separate  between  the  progress  of  their  opinioiis  and  the 
success  of  their  arms  r  It  was  evident  that  the  one  must  inHuesice  the 
other,  and  that  the  diftusion  of  their  principles  must  keep  pace  with 
the  extent  of  their  victories.  He  was  not  afraid  of  the  progress  of  the 
French  principles  in  this  country,  unles.3  the  defence  of  tiie  country 
should  previously  be  undermined  by  the  iiitroduction  of  tiiese  prin- 
ciples. A  noble  lord(Earl  Wycombe)had  said,  that  if  a  w^ar  should 
take  place,  t])e  blame  of  tl-iut  v/ar  must  entirely  belong  to  ministers. 
He  would  here  beg  to  refer  to  the  conduct  of  France.  It  had  first 
denied  die  oblig  idon  of  a  treaty,  which,  though  sometimes  called 
absolute,  had  been  considered  as  the  corner  stone  of  the  balance  of 
.Europe,  and  repeatedly  renewed ;  which  had  been  coeval  with  the 
ebtablishment  of  Dutch  freedom,  and  was,  in  fact,  necessary  to  tlie 
.existence  of  the  independence  of  H  )liand — a  treaty  in  vviiiclv  France 
could  have  no  concern,  except  in  fulfilment  of  its  own  stfpuiation, 
to  guard  ii  against  infringement;  and  which  could  only  lie  a  matter  of 
.questioii  between  the  sovereign  uf  the  Dutcli  republic  and  the  sove- 
reigii  of  the  Austrian  Netherlands.  Frarice  could  only  have  one  of 
two  motives  for  interference — eidier  as  asuming  to  act  as  sovereign 
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of  the  Netherlands,  or  because  she  has  proclaimed  a  ne^y  code  of  the 
law  of  nations,  by  v/hich  she  presumes  to  dictate  to  every  countiy, 
and  to  model  every  govei-nment  by  her  ov/n  stasidard.  Could  v/e 
then,  in  this  country,  without  resig-ning-  the  spirit  of  independent 
Britons,  and  the  faith  due  to  an  ally,  submit  to  so  insolent  and  unjust 
a  claim  as  that  of  opening-  the  Scheldt  on  the  part  of  the  French  ?  But 
they  affected,  upon  their  present  system,  to  despise  all  treaties,  and  to 
reg'ard  the  one  in  question  as  extorted  by  avarice,  and  consented  to 
through  despotism.  Tlie  second  circumstance  to  which  he  should 
call  their  attention  was,  the  decree  of  the  19th  of  November,  By 
this  decree,  the  French  engaged  to  assist  all  people  in  procuring  their 
freedom — such  a  freedom,  he  supposed,  as  they  themselves  enjoyed. 
We  have  seen,  said  he,  French' freedom  in  definition,  we  liave  seen  it 
in  illustration,  and  have  now  an  opportunity  to  compare  the  tlieory 
with  the  practice.  Their  conduct  in  Flanders  afforded  a  specimen  of 
the  nature  of  their  freedom .  They  had  there  endeavoured  to  propagate 
their  doctrine,  but  finding  the  inhabitants  not  disposed  to  give  them  so 
favourable  a  reception  as  they  could  have  wished,  they  had  taken  the 
method  of  inculcating  opinions  of  freedom  by  force.  Their  g-eneral 
had  issued  a  proclamation,  that  v.d^.oever  should  not  embrace  the  tree 
of  liberty,  should  be  cut  off  as  a  wretch  unfit  to  live.  The  noble- 
lord  talked  of  their  having  given  an  explanation  v/Ith  respect  to  this 
decree.  What  sort  of  explanation  had  they  given  ?  They  liad  stated 
that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  assist  a  few  individuals,  but  onlv  to 
interfere  in  cases  where  a  great  majority  of  the  people  should  be  dis- 
posed to  shake  offtlieir  government :  Sv)  that,  in  fact,  it  was  their  in- 
tention to  promote  rebellion  in  other  countries,  and  to  declare  war 
against  all  established  governments.  This  sort  of  war  was  an  inex- 
piable war  against  all  leg-itimate  power,  and  which  v.^as  onl_y  to  termi- 
nate in  its  extinction.  Formerly  the  splendour  of  conquest  had,  in 
some  measure,  been  pursued  with  a  respect  wliich  had  been  paid  to 
the  jjovernment  and  riglits  of  the  conquered.  The  Romans  were 
careful  to  preserve  the  government,  the  habits,  and  customs  of  the 
nations  which  they  had  vanquished,  considering  that  as  the  best  se- 
curity for  their  conquests.  For  the  present  age  had  been  reserved 
the  idea  of  a  war  of  extirpation — a  war  which  sliould  tend  to  annihilat!^ 
whatever  had  been  held  most  dear,  or  found  most  valuable.  This 
was  a  sort  of  war  which  had  never  been  carried  on  even  by  despots, 
and  which  was  only  exemplified  in  the  conduct  of  tliose  modern 
republicans,  who  held  out  a  system  of  what  tiiey  called  freedom  and 
happiness.  One  honorable  gentleman  (Major  Maitland)  liad  declared, 
that  the  whole  of  the  danger  which  had  been  held  out,  and  the  conse- 
quent alarm  which  had  been  excited  inthe  country,  v/as  a  meie  delusign, 
effected  by  the  artifices  of  ministry.  That  lioviorable  gentleman  had, 
at  the  same  time,  stated,  thattlie  uniform  misconduct  of  ministry  snice 
they  came  into  power,  was  suflicient  to  have  occasioned  all  the  mis- 
chiefs which  had  been  described,  aiid  to  bring  any  country  into  a  state 
of  the  greatest  calamity.  If  this  was  the  case,  he,  for  one,  could  not 
but  rejoice,  that  all  these  mischiefs,  and  all  tiiis  calamity,  amounted  to 
nothing  more  than  delusion.  In  reply  to  the  Marquis  of  Titchfield, 
v/ho  had  accused  ministers  of  tardiness,  Mr.  P.  asserted,  that  it  Wv^s 
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iiot  till  very  lately  tlie  proceedings  had  assumed  sufficienl  importance 
to  justify  ministerial  interference.  It  was  curious  that  other  g-entle- 
men  in  opposition  had  brought  a  directly  contrary  charge,  by  accusing 
■iTiinisters  of  too  great  precipitation.  It  was  only  the  retreat  of  the 
'Duke  of  Brunswick.  :ind  the  success  of  the  Frencli  arms,  with  the 
consequences  that  iiad  followed,  events  so  rapid  and  unexpected, 
which  it  was  impossible  to  foresee,  and  which  defied  even  the  smallest 
ronjccture,  that  rendered  the  danger  so  imminent,  and  the  necessity 
of  preparations  so  urgent  on  the  part  of  this  covuitry.  It  was  not  till 
lately  that  the  opening  of  the  Scheldt  had  occurred,  an  infringement 
of  the  stipulations  of  treaties,  and  an  invasion  of  our  allies,  the 
Dutch,  which  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  for  this  coimtry  to 
interfere,  more  especially  as  it  seemed  to  open  the  Vv'ay  for  farther 
violations  of  treaty,  and  more  extended  acquisitions  of  conquest.  It 
was  not  till  the  19th  of  November  that  the  decree  had  passed, 
which  menaced  hostility  to  every  government,  and  the  principles  of 
which  every  nation  in  Europe  was  interested  to  oppose.  He  trusted 
it  would  appear  from  attention  to  these  circumstances,  that  as 
soon  as  the  danger  could  be  ascertained,  measures  had  been  taken 
to  meet  it,  and  that  there  had  been  no  want  of  vigilance,  pre- 
caution, and  activity,  on  the  part  of  ministers.  He  trusted  that 
they  would  all  concur  to  meet  the  present  emergency  by  suitable  mea- 
sures, to  obviate  the  danger  by  the  most  effectual  means  which  could 
be  devised,  and  unite  their  strength  for  two  great  objects — the  safety 
of  the  country  and  support  of  the  constitution.  The  bill  v/as  then 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  the  24th  of  januar}-,  1793,  intelligence  arrived  in  London  of 
the  melancholy  catastrophe  of  Louis  XVI.  His  majesty  immediately 
notified  to  Mr.  Chauvelin,  that  the  character  with  which  he  had 
been  invested  at  the  Britisli  court,  and  of  which  the  functions  had 
been  so  long  suspended,  being  now  entirely  terminated  by  the  death 
of  his  most  christian  m.ajesty,  he  had  no  longer  any  public  character 
here,  and  that  within  eight  days  he  must  quit  the  kingdom.  The 
French  rulers  finding  Britain  inflexibly  determined  on  adherence  to 
the  right  of  independent  nations,  by  a  decree  of  the  convention  of  the 
1st  of  February,  1793,  declared  war  against  Great  Britain  with  accla- 
mation, and  soon  after  against  Holland,  which  their  forces  were  ready 
to  invade.  Upon  the  veiy  same  day  that  France  declared  war  against 
Great  Britain,  the  British  parliament  was  engaged  in  discussing  a 
message  from  the  king,  concerning  the  papers  vvhich  had  passed  be- 
tween M.  Chauvelin  and  the  minister  for  foreign  afiairs.  On  this 
occasion  Mr.  Pitt,  who  had  nov/  resumed  his  seat  in  parliament,  made 
an  eloquent  harangue  Adverting,  at  tlie  commencement  of  the  speech, 
to  the  melancholy  catastrophe  which  had  just  taken  place  in  France  : 
he  represented  it  *'  as  an  event  so  full  of  grief  and  horror,  that  he 
wished  it  were  possible  to  tear  it  from  their  memories,  and  expunge  it 
from  the  page  of  history,  and  remo%^e  it  for  ever  from  the  observation 
and  comments  of  mankind  ; — but  that  event  was  unfortunately  pass- 
ed, and  the  present  age  must  be  forever  contaminated  with  the  guilt 
and  ignominy  of  having  witnessed  it  In  this  dreadful  transaction 
they  saw  concentrated  the  effect  of  those  principles,  puslied  to  their 
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utmost  extent,  which  set  out  with  dissolving-  all  tlie  bands  by  which 
society  was  held  tog'ether — principles  established  in  opposition  to 
every  law  hunrian  and  divine,  and  wliich,  presumptuously  relying-  on 
the  authority  of  wild  and  delusive  theories,  rejected  all  the  advanta- 
ges  of  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  former  ag-es,  and  even  the 
sacred  instructions  of  revelation.  While,  tlierefore,  he  directed  their 
attention  to  this  transaction,  he  paid  not  only  a  tribute  to  htmianit}', 
but  he  sug-g-ested  to  them  a  subject  of  much  useful  reflection.  No 
consideration  indeed  could  be  more  connected  with  a  country  like 
this,  or  of  a  greater  importance,  than  what  tended  to  avert  such  trans- 
actions as  had  taken  place  in  that  neighbouring-  state.  Here,  where 
a  monarch  formed  an  eisseJitial  part  of  the  g-overnment,  clothed  with 
inviolability  wliich  was  essential  to  the  exercise  of  the  sovereign 
power  ;  vvhere  the  leg-islature  was  composed  of  a  mixture  of  demo- 
cracy and  aristocracy;  and  where,  by  the  benefits  of  this  system,  we 
liad  been  exempted  from  those  mischiefs  v/hich  in  former  ag-es  had 
been  produced  by  despotism,  and  wliich  were  only  to  be  exceeded  bv 
those  still  more  horrid  evils  which  in  the  present  time  had  been  found 
to  be  the  fruits  of  licentiousness  and  anarchy.  Mr.  Pitt  now  proceed- 
ed to  remark  on  the  different  papers  uhich  had  been  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble, and  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members.  It  would  appear  from 
the  first  paper  that  the  system  on  which  his  Majesty  had  uniformly 
acted,  was  founded  on  tlie  very  principles  which  had  afterwards  dic- 
tated the  necessity  of  his  making-  preparations.  His  majesty  had  de- 
clined taking-  any  part  in  the  internal  government  of  France,  and  had 
made  a  positive  declaration  to  that  effect.  When  he  took  that  wise, 
g-enerous  and  disinterested  resolution,  he  had  reason  to  expect  that 
the  French  would  in  return  have  respected  tlie  riglits  of  himself  and 
his  allies,  and  most  of  all,  that  they  would  not  have  attempted  any  in- 
ternal interference  in  this  country.  A  paper  on  the  table  contained  on 
their  part  a  positive  contract  to  abstain  from  any  of  those  acts  by 
which  they  had  provoked  the  indignation  of  this  coimtry.  In  this 
paper  they  disclaimed  all  views  of  aggrandizement ;  tliey  gave  assur- 
ances of  their  good  conduct  to  neutral  nations ;  they  protested  against 
their  entertaining  an  idea  of  interfering  in  the  government  of  the 
country,  or  making  any  attempts  to  excite  insurrection ;  upon  the 
express  ground  (stated  in  the  paper)  that  such  interference  and  such 
attempts  would.be  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  they  had  them- 
selves, by  anticipation,  passed  sentence  upon  their  own  conduct; 
and  the  event  of  this  discussion  would  decide,  whether  that  sentence 
would  be  confirmed  by  those  who  had  actually  been  injured.  Dur- 
ing the  whole  summer,  while  France  had  been  engag'cd  in  the  wars 
with  Austria  and  Prussia,  his  Majesty  had  in  no  shape  departed  from 
the  neutrality  which  he  had  engaged  to  observcj  nor  did  he,  by  the 
smallest  act,  give  any  reason  to  suspect  his  adherence  to  that  system. 
But  what,  he  would  ask,  was  the  conduct  of  the  French.  The  first 
instance  of  their  success  in  Savoy  had  been  sufficient  to  imfold  the 
plan  of  their  ambition.  They  Jiad  immediately  adopted  the  course  to 
annex  it  for  ever  to  their  own  dominions,  and  had  displayed  a  reso- 
lution to  do  the  same,  wherever  they  should  carry  their  arms.  That 
they  might  not  leave  any  doubt  of  their  intentions,  by  a  formal  de= 
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cree,  they  had  stated  their  plan  of  overturning  every  government, 
ar:d  substltullng  their  own ;  they  tlireatened  destruction  to  all  who 
should  not  be  inclined  to  adopt  their  system  of  freedom,  and  by  a 
horrid  mockeiy,  oftered  fraternization  ;  where  it  was  refused,  they 
were  determined  to  employ  force,  and  to  propagate  their  principles 
Vv'here  they  should  fail  to  gain  assent,  by  the  mouths  of  cannon. 
They  established,  in  the  instructions  to  the  commissioners  whom  they 
appointed  to  enforce  the  decree,  with  respect  to  the  countries  enter- 
ed by  their  armies,  a  standing  revolutionary  order,  that  instituted  a 
system  of  organizing  disorganization.  And  what  was  the  reason 
which  they  assigned  f<.r  all  this  ?  "  The  period  of  freedom,"  said 
they,  "  must  soon  come  ;  we  must  tlien  endeavour,  by  all  means 
in  our  power,  to  accomiplish  it  nov,^;  for  should  this  freedom  be 
accompli slied  by  other  nations,  what  then  will  become  of  us  ?"  for 
iustly  migjit  they  entertain  doubts  of  their  safety.  They  had  ren- 
Vlered  the  Netherlands  a  province,  in  substance  as  well  as  name 
entirely  dependant  on  France.  That  system,  pursued  by  the  Jaco- 
bin societies,  in  concert  with  their  correspondents,  had  given  a  more 
fatal  blow  to  liberty,  than  any  which  it  had  ever  suffered  from  the 
boldest  attempts  of  the  most  aspiring  monarch. 

What  had  been  the  circumstances  which  had  attended  the  trium- 
phal entry  of  General  Dumourier  ?  Demonstrations  of  joy  inspired 
by  terror,  illuminations  imperiously  demandefl  by  an  armed  force. 
And  when  the  prlm.ary  assembly  met  to  deliberate,  in  what  circum- 
stances did  they  assemble?  with  the  tree  of  liberty  planted  amidst 
them,  and  siu'rovmded  by  a  hollow  square  of  French  soldiers ;  a  situa- 
tion surely  equally  conducive  to  the  ease  of  their  own  thouglits,  and 
tlie  freedom  of  their  public  deliberations.  And  what  had  happened 
even  since  the  French  had  professed  their  intention  of  evacuating  the 
territories  which  tliey  had  entered,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  ?  a 
deputiition  had  been  received  tiora  I!alna,ult,  requesting  that  it  m.ig'ht 
be  adticil  as  an  eighty-fifth  department.  And  how  had  this  deputation 
been  received?  Had  the  request  been  rejected?  No,  it  had  only 
been  postponed  till  a  committee  should  be  able  to  prepare  instruc- 
tions, how  those  nations,  who  should  be  desirous  of  the  same  union, 
ijhould  he  able  to  incorporate  themselves  with  France  in  a  regidar 
and  lormal  manner,  till  the  preliminaries  should  be  settled  by  which 
it  should  subject  to  its  government,  and  add  to  its  territories,  every 
country  which  sliould  be  so  unfortunate  as  to  experience  the  force 
of  its  arms,  and  give  to  its  wild  and  destructive  ambition  only  the 
same  limits  with  those  of  its  power.  It  was  matter  of  serious  con- 
sideration, how  far  such  a  conduct  not  only  ought  to  rouse  the  indig- 
nation, but  might  tend  to  affect  the  interests  of  this  country.  To 
biicvv-  I^.ovv-  the  French  had  behaved  with  respect  to  neutral  nations, 
lie  need  only  refer  to  their  decree  ef  the  ISth.  of  November,  which 
inul  already  been  no  often  mentioned  atid  so  amply  discussed.  He 
llien  read  that  passage  in  which  the  French  grant  fraternity  to  all 
those  people  who  should  be  desirous  to  gain  their  freedom,  arid  ofier 
them  assistance  for  tliat  purpose.  By  tlie  bye,  he  remarked,  tliat  to 
grant  fraternity  v^  as  a  curious  state  of  equahty,  and  that  none  might 
fee  at  a  loss  to  kuo'.v  to  whom  the  French  r.ation  were  disposed  to 
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grant  this  relationship  of  young-er  brotherSj  they  had  ordered  tlie 
decree  to  be  printed  in  all  langaag-es,  by  which  itmig-htbe  perceived, 
that  they  intended  the  favour  for  all  nations  v/ho  chose  to  accept  of 
it.  Some  pretended  explanations  had  indeed  been  g-iven  of  this  de- 
cree, but  of  all  these  explanations  he  sliould  say  nothing  but  wliat 
had  already  been  stated  by  tlie  noble  secretary  of  state,  that  they  con- 
tained only  an  avowel  and  a  repetition  of  the  offence.  The  whole 
of  their  lang-uag-e,  institutes,  and  conduct,  had  been  directed  to  the 
total  subversion  of  every  g-overnment.  To  monarchy  particularly 
they  had  testified  the  most  decided  aversion,  and  so  violent  v.\as  their 
enrnity  that  they  could  be  satisfied  with  nothing*  less  tlian  its  entire 
extermination.  The  bloody  sentence,  whicii  the  hand  of  the  assasslu 
had  lately  carried  into  execution  against  their  own  monarch,  was 
passed  against  the  sovereigns  of  all  countries.  Were  not  their  prin- 
ciples intended  to  be  applied  in  their  effects  to  this  government  ? 
No  society  in  this  country,  however  small  in  number,  however  con- 
temptible, however  even  questionable  in  existence,  had  sent  addresses 
to  their  assembly,  in  whicli  they  had  expressed  sentiments  of  sedition 
and  treason,  wliich  had  not  been  received  with  adeg-ree  of  tliCatrical 
extravag-ance,  and  cherished  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  congenial  feel- 
ing". Need  he  then  ask,  if  England  was  not  aimed  at  by  this  conduct, 
and  if  it  alone  was  to  be  exempted  from  tlie  consequences  of  a  system, 
the  profession  of  u-liich  was  anarchy,  and  Vv-hich  seemed  to  aspire  to 
establish  universal  dominion  upon  the  ruhi  of  e^  ery  g-overnment  ? 
From  what  had  passed  in  aform.er  part  of  the  evening-,  he  understood 
that  it  would  be  urged  that  the  Dutch  had  made  no  formal  requisition 
for  the  support  of  this  country,  in  order  to  resist  the  opening  of  the 
Scheldt  by  the  French,  and  to  enable  tliem  to  maintain  their  right  to 
the  exclusive  navigation  of  that  river.  He  granted  that  no  sucli 
formal  requisition  liad  been  niade.  But  might  there  not  be  pruden- 
tial reasons  for  not  making  this  reqursition  on  tlieir  part,  xery  diffe- 
rent from  those  which  sliould  induce  this  country  to  withhold  it?, 
support.  When  the  French  opened  tlie  Sclieldt,  the  Dutch  entered 
their  solemn  protest  against  that  invasion  of  their  rights,  which  left 
them  at  liberty,  at  any  time,  to  take  it  up  as  an  act  of  hostility.  If, 
from  the  sudden  progi'ess  of  the  French  arms  and  the  circumstance  of 
their  forces  being-  at  their  very  door,  they  eillier  from  prudence  or 
fear,  did  not  think  proper  to  take  it  up  as  an  imm:ediate  commence- 
ment of  hostilities — because  they  had  been  timid,  would  England 
think  itself  at  liberty  to  leave  its  allies,  already  involved  in  a  situation 
of  imminent  danger  to  that  certain  ruin  to  which  they  were  exposed 
in  consequence  of  a  system,  the  principles  of  whicli  threatened  also 
destruction  to  England,  Europe,  and  to  the  whole  of  mankind  ! 
Thus  in  all  those  three  assurances  wliich  they  had  given  of  their  in- 
tention to  reject  any  system  of  aggrandizement,  to  abstain  from  inter- 
fering in  the  government  of  any  neutral  country,  and  to  respect  tiic 
rights  of  his  majesty  and  of  his  aUies,  they  had  entirely  failed,  and 
in  every  respect  completely  reversed  that  line  of  conduct  v.hicli 
they  had  so  solemnly  pledged  themselves  to  adopt.  Whatever  ihey 
had  ofiered  under  the  name  of  explanations,  contained  noti-inp; 
that  eitlier  offered  any  compensation  for  the  past,  or  v/ss  at  all 
D   2 
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satisfactory  with  respect  to  the  future.  On  the  Sfth  of  December 
M.  ChauveUn,  on  the  part  of  the  executive  council,  had  pre- 
sented the  note  complaining-  of  the  decree  of  the  19th  of  Novem- 
ber. On  the  31st  of  December,  a  member  of  that  executive  council, 
(minister  of  the  marine)  addressed  a  letter  to  all  the  friends  of  liberty 
an  tlie  sea  ports ;  from  which  he  would  now  read  some  passages.  *'  The 
king-  and  his  parliament  mean  to  make  war  ag-ainst  us.  Will  the 
English  republicans  suffer  it  ?  Already  these  freemen  shew  their  dis- 
content, and  the  repugnance  which  they  have  to  bear  aims  against 
their  brothers,  the  Frencli. — Well !  we  will  fly  to  their  succour — we 
%vili  make  a  descent  in  the  island — we  will  lodge  tliere  fifty  thousand 
caps  of  liberty — we  will  plant  tliere  the  sacred  tree,  and  we  will 
stretch  out  ou.r  arms  to  our  republican  brethren — the  tyranr.y  of  their 
government  will  soon  be  destro3^ed."  He  called  the  attention  of  the 
l^ouse  to  this  declaration,  which  distinguished  the  English  people 
from  the  kitig  and  the  parliament,  and  to  the  nature  of  that  present 
which  was  meant  to  be  made  them.  While  such  declarations  were 
in  force,  vvhat  could  be  thought  of  any  explanations  v\hich  were  pre- 
tended to  be  given,  or  v.hat  credit  was  due  to  the  assertions,  that  they 
entertained  no  intentions  hostile  to  tlicg'overnment  of  tjiis  country  : 
From  all  these  circumstances,  he  concluded,  that  the  conduct  and  pre- 
tensions of  the  French  were  such  as  were  neither  consistent  with  the 
existence  nor  safety  of  this  country,  such  as  that  house  coidd  not,  and, 
he  was  onfident,  never  would  acquiesce  in.  Unless  you  will  then 
recede  from  your  principles,  or  they  v/ithdraw,  a  war  must  be  the 
consequence — as  to  the  time,  the  precise  moment,  he  should  not  pre- 
tend to  fix  it — it  would  be  left  open  to  the  last  for  any  satisfactory 
explanation  ;  but  he  should  deceive  them  if  he  should  say,  that  he 
thought  any  such  explanation  Vvould.  be  given,  or  that  it  vras  proba- 
ble that  a  war  could  be  avoided. 

The  intellii^ence  of  the  French  declaration  of  v,ar  having"  been 
received  on  the  11th  of  Feb.  a  message,  announcing-  the  Vv-ar,  was  de- 
livered to  the  Itouse.  He  nov/  came  to  state  vv'hat  had  occurred  since 
his  majesty's  last  message  ;  and  to  notice  those  grounds  which  had 
served  as  a  pretence  for  tiie  declaration  of  war.  When  his  majesty 
had  dismissed  M.  Chauvelin,  whatwei'e  then  the  hopes  of  peace  ?  He 
was  by  no  means  sang-uine  in  such  hopes,  and  he  had  stated  to  the 
house,  that  he  then  saw  but  little  probability  that  a  war  could  be 
avoided.  Still,  however,  the  last  moment  liad  been  kept  open  to  re- 
ceive any  satisfactory  explanation  tiiat  might  be  offered  ;  but  what, 
it  might  be  asked,  was  to  be  the  mode  of  receiving  such  explanation. 
When  his  majesty  had  dismissed  M.  Chauvelin,  eiglit  days  had  been 
allowed  him  for  his  departure  ;  and  if  during-  that  period  he  had  sent 
any  m^re  satisfactory  explanation,  slill  it  wovdd  have  been  received. 
M  Chauvelin,  however,  instantly  quitted  tlie  country,  without 
Jiiaking  any  proposition.  Anotlier  agent  had  succeeded  (M.  Maret), 
who  on  his  arrival  in  this  countr}^,  had  not.iHed  himself  as  the  charge 
d'affaires  on  the  part  of  the  FreJich  rejiublic,  but  had  never,  during- 
his  residence  in  the  king'dom,  offered  the  smallest  communication. 
What  was  the  next  event  whicli  had  succeeded  ?  an  embargo  was  laid., 
onr.ll  the  vessels  and  persous  of  his  majesty's  subjects  v/ho  were  iliQn 
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in  France.  This  embargo  was  to  be  considered  as  not  only  a  symp- 
tom, but  as  an  act  of  hostility.  It  certainly  had  taken  place  without 
any  notice  having  been  given,  contrary  to  treaty,  and  agninst  all  the 
laws  of  nations.  Notwithstanding  this  violent  and  outrageous  act,  such 
was  the  disposition  to  peace  in  his  majesty's  ministers,  that  tl)e  chan- 
nels of  communication  even  after  this  perioil,  were  not  sliut.  A.  most 
singular  circumstance  happened,  which  was  the  arrival  of  intelligence 
from  his  majesty's  minister  at  the  Hague,  on  the  very  day  when  the 
embargo  became  known  here,  that  he  had  received  an  intimaticn  from 
General  Dumourier,  that  the  general  wished  an  interview,  in  order  to 
see  if  it  were  yet  possible  to  adjust  the  differences  between  the  two 
countries  >  and  to  promote  a  g-eneral  pacification.  Instead  of  treating 
the  embargo  as  an  act  of  hostility,  and  forbearing  from  any  commu- 
nication, even  after  this  aggression,  his  majesty's  ministers,  on  the 
same  day  on  which  the  embargo  was  made  known  to  them,  gave  in. 
structions  to  the  ambassador  at  the  Hague,  to  enter  into  a  comniunica- 
tion  with  General  Dumourier.  But  before  the  answer  of  government 
could  reach  the  ambassador,  or  any  means  be  adopted  for  carrying  the 
object  proposed  into  execution,  war  was  declared  on  the  part  of  the 
French,  against  this  coimtry.  He  must  again  revert  for  a  mom.ent  to 
the  embargo.  He  then  stated,  that  a  detentii;n  of  ships,  if  no  ground 
of  hostility  has  been  given,  is  in  tlie  first  place,  contrary  to  the  law 
of  nations:  in  the  second  place,  there  was  an  actual  treaty  between 
the  tvv^o  countries,  provided  iov  tliis  very  circumstance;  and  this 
treaty(if  not  set  aside  by  our  breach  of  it,  vi'hich  he  sliould  come  to 
presently,)  expressly  said,  that  "  in  case  of  a  rupture  time  shall  be 
given  for  the  removal  of  persons  and  effects."  Mr.  Pitt  then  entered 
into  an  examination  of  the  articles  of  the  French  declaration,  which  he 
proved  to  consist  of  the  weakest  pretexts  Of  all  the  reasons  he  ever 
heard  for  making  war  against  anotlier  country,  that  of  the  French 
upon  this  occasion,  was  the  most  extraordinary:  they  said  they 
would  make  war  on  us — first,  because  we  loved  our  own  constitution; 
secondly,  because  we  detested  then'  proceedings :  and  lastly,  because 
we  presumed  to  grieve  at  tlie  deatli  of  their  murdered  king.  Thus 
would  they  even  destroy  those  principles  of  justice,  and  those  senti- 
ments of  compassion,  v/hich  led  to  reprobate  their  crimes,  and  to  be 
afflicted  at  their  cruelties.  Thus  would  they  deprive  us  of  that  last 
resource  of  humanity,  to  mourn  over  the  misfortunes  and  sufferings  of 
the  victims  of  their  injustice,  they  Vvould  not  only  endeavour  to  de- 
stroy our  political  existence,  and  to  deprive  us  of  the  privileges  which 
we  enjoyed  as  subjects  of  tlie  most  excellent  constitution,  but  they 
would  eradicate  our  feelings  as  men  ;  they  v/ould  make  crimes  of 
the  sympathies  which  were  excited  by  the  distresses  of  our  common 
nature  ;  they  would  repress  our  sighs  and  restrain  our  tears.  He 
now  came  to  his  conclusion — v/e,  said  he,  have,  in  every  instance, 
observed  the  strictest  neutrality  v/ith  respect  to  the  French  :  we  have 
pushed,  to  its  utmost  extent,  the  system  of  temperance  and  modera- 
tion; we  have  held  out  the  means  of  accommodation;  we  have 
waited  till  the  last  moment  for  satisfactory  explanation.  These  means 
of  accommodation  have  been  slighted  and  abused,  and  all  along  there 
has  appeared  no  disposition  to  give  any  satisfactory  explanation,— 
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They  have  now,  at  last,  come  id  an  actual  ag-gresslon,  by  seizins^  our 
vessels  in  oiu-  very  ports,  v/ithout  any  provocation  g-iveu  on  our 
|5art ;  without  any  preparations  liaving-  been  adopted  but  those  of 
necessary  precaution,  they  have  declared,  and  are  now  vvag-ing  war. 
Such  is  the  conduct  which  they  have  pursued;  such  is  the  situation 
in  which  we  stand.  It  now  remains  to  be  seen  whether,  under  Pro- 
vidence, tb.e  eflbrts  of  a  free,  brave,  loyal,  and  happy  people,  aided  by 
their  allii.*s,  a  ill  not  be  successful  in  checkin,^the  prog-ress  of  a  system, 
the  principles  of  which,  if  not  opposed,  threaten  the  most  fatal  con- 
sequences to  the  tranquillity  of  this  country,  the  security  of  its  allies, 
the  g-ood  order  of  every  European  £fovernment,  and  the  happiness  of 
the  whole  human  race.  Messrs.  Fox,  Burke  and  Sheridan  spoke, 
andthelirst  g-entieman  moved  an  amendment;  the  address  was,  how- 
ever, voted  without  a  division. 

On  the  18th,  Mr  Fox  moved  five  resolutions,  the  s^roiuids  of 
which  were — first,  objection  to  a  war  with  Frarce,  for  the  purpose  of 
suppressing  any  opinions  thatprevaikd  there,  liov/ever  injurious  their 
tendency;  second,  that  the  alleg-ed  grounds  of  war  were  not,  in 
the  first  instance,  justifiable  ;  third,  that  n»iuisiers  had  not  used  means 
likely  to  obtam  redress  without  a  rupture  ;  fourth,  that  ministers  had 
neglected  to  recognize  the  jn'inciples  they  held  against  France,  in  the 
case  of  P/hind;  and  fifth,  tliat  nunisters  ought  to  forbear  to  recom- 
mend any  measures  which  rr.ight  prevent  the  conclusion  of  a  separate 
peace.  A  debate,  not  less  vehement  than  ll'e  former,  took  place  ;  and 
upon  a  division,  tlie  members  appeared  to  be  270  who  voted  for  the 
previous  qviestion,  aga.nst  44,  who  sup])ortea  the  motion.  On  the 
21st  of  February,  Mr.  Grey  moved  an  adress,  containing  a  compre- 
hensive view  of  the  whole  subject-matter  of  dispute  ;  it  concluded 
with  stating-,  that  the  calamities  of  such  a  war  as  was  nov/  commenced, 
a  war  of  vengear^ce  and  not  of  necessity,  must  be  aggravated,  in  the 
estimation  oi'  every  ratiojial  mind,  by  reflec-ij;g  on  the  peculiar  ad- 
vantages of  that  fortunate  situation  we  had  so  unwisely  abandoned. 
Mr  Pitt  replied  in  a  few  v/ords,  declaring  that  this  subject  required 
no  further  discussion-  The  motion  of  Mr.  Gvey  was  immediately 
negatived  without  a  division.  On  the  4th  of  March,  Mr.  Sheridan 
proposed  that  an  enquiry  should  be  instituted  into  the  alleged  sedi- 
tion, and  declared  his  disbelief  of  the  ministerial  representations.  In 
answer  to  Mr.  Sheridan's  requisition,  it  was  argued,  that  government 
had  not  asserted  the  existence  of  plots,  to  be  established  by  proof,  for 
judicial  animadversion,  but  of  a  seditious  spirit  and  opperaticns,whicii 
required  deliberiitive  precaution  and  the  most  vigilant  care  to  prevent 
them  from  maturi^-g  into  plots  and  insuriections  From  a  combina- 
tion of  vari'»us  asid  disconnected  circumstances,  a  man  might  receive 
amoral  certainty  of  a  general  fact,  which  ought  to  reg'ulate  his  con- 
duct, though  iie  might  have  no  proof  of  such  a  fact  suflicient  to 
establisli  it  before  a  magistrate.  The  active  circulation  of  seditious 
writings,  the  proceedings  and  declarations  of  the  iimovuting  societies  ; 
the  public  and  avowed  sentiments  of  great  n'.imbers  in  favour  of  the 
French  system,  as  a  m 'deltbr  this  country,  cor^ciirred  in  manifesting 
the  existence  of  .i  spirit  which  it  became  th.c  legislature  aiul  govern- 
ment to  re,. re  >, :  and  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  was  negatived  by  a  very 
numerous  majority. 
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On  the  6th  of  May,  Mr.  Grey  made  his  motion  for  a  reform  in  par- 
liament, various  petitions  had  been  received.  Mr.  G's  observations 
were  necessarily  interspersed  with  personal  animadversions  on  Mr. 
Pitt's  affirmed  change  uf  conduct.  Mr.  Pitt  said,  *'  I  feel  more  particu- 
larly anxious,  on  accoimt  of  tlie  share  which  I  have  had  in  agitating 
the  question  of  parliamentary  reform,  to  state  fully  and  distinctly  the 
reasons  which  induce  me  to  resist  the  motion  which  is  nov/  brought 
forward.  Last  session,  I  considered  the  agitation  of  the  question  as 
capable  of  producing  much  mischief,  and  likely  to  be  attended  v.ith 
no  good.  Such  was  the  conclusion  which  I  formed  from  experience. 
I  had  myself,  on  different  occasions,  proposed  a  reform,  in  situations 
which  seemed  favourable  to  my  object,  and  supported  by  persons  of 
the  highest  respectability,  arid  had  even  then  failed.  Several  gentle- 
men from  a  dread  of  the  consequences  of  innovation,  and  from  a  doubt 
whether  the  advantage  to  be  obtained  was  such  as  wouid  compensate 
for  the  risk  Incurred,  opposed  my  views.  If  such  arguments  had 
formerly  succeeded,  how  much  force  had  they  last  year  acquired 
from  the  dreadful  lesson  afforded  in  the  example  of  neighbouring 
kingdoms  !  The  scene  of  horrors  which  it  tlien  presented,  exceeded 
imagination,  far  short  as  it  stopped  of  what  has  since  occurred.  I 
perceived  forming  v/ithin  tlie  bosom  of  the  country,  a  small  but  not 
contemptible  party,  who  aspired  at  something  more  than  a  moderate 
reform,  whose  object,  indeed,  was  nothing  less  than  to  Introduce  here 
those  French  principles,  which,  from  their  consequences,  I  could  not 
regard  but  witli  horror.  I  saw  therefore,  that  while  none  of  tliat  good 
of  which  a  moderate  reform  might  be  productive,  was  to  be  obtained, 
much  danger  might  be  incurred,  and  an  opening  afforded  to  wicked 
persons  to  subvert  that  very  constitution  which  we  were  desirous  to 
improve,  only  in  order  that  we  might  preserve.  I  thus  found  the 
probability  of  good,  small ;  while  the  mischief  was  pf  a  size  so  gigan- 
tic as  to  exceed  calculation.  And  upon  this  rca^otfiiig-,  even  if  I  had 
rated  as  high  as  ever  the  advantages  of  a  reform,  aiid  had  seen  a 
greater  probability  than  liad  hitherto  appeared  of  accomplishing  such 
a  i'eform,  I  would  rather  have  abandoned  my  object  than  have  Incur- 
red or  increased  the  danger.  But  it  was  alleged  that  this  was  precisely 
the  time  to  bring  forward  a  moderate  reform,  as  the  best  means  to 
quiet  violent  spirits,  and  the  surest  remedy  against  ruinous  innova- 
tion. The  gentlemen  who  now  come  forward  in  the  cause  of  parlia- 
mentary reform,  I  liave  no  doubt,  were  encouraged,  in  their  first  ex- 
ertions, by  the  hope  that  they  should  be  enabled  to  overcome  the 
violent  spirits,  and  that  moderate  men,  who  might  otherwise  have 
been  misled,  would  be  induced  to  join  their  standard.  I  have  learned 
from  their  publications,  that  they  not  only  proposed  to  guide  the 
minds  of  the  people,  but  also  to  be  guided  by  them,  and  that  they 
were  resolved  to  drop  their  views  if  they  should  find  that  they  did 
not  meet  with  a  pretty  general  concurrence.  Such  was  the  situation 
of  the  business  at  the  last  session  ;  another  year  has  now  passed  in 
Fx-ance,  disgraced  with  excesses  and  outrages  so  horrid,  that  they  ef- 
face  the  memory  of  those  which  Formerly  occiu-red,  and  leave  of  them 
only  the  faint  traces,  and  the  image  haxxlly  visible.  The  French  had 
disclosed  a  system  of  disseminating  their  priiiciples,  and  procurin|; 
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proselytes  in  every  part  of  Europe,  a  system  which  they  had  particu- 
larly followed  up  with  respect  to  this  country.  Such  was  the  case 
without— what  was  the  situation  of  affairs  within  ?  Societies  had 
been  formed  in  this  country,  affiliated  with  tlie  Jacobin  clubs  in 
France;  and  though  they  had  since  assumed  a  different  shape^  were 
then  employed  for  the  purpose  of  spreading-  Jacobin  principles.  In 
this  object  they  proceeded  with  a  degree  of  boldness  and  confidence, 
proportioned  to  the  success  of  the  French  arms.  We  thus  beheld 
the  scheme  which  we  had  anticipated  as  the  result  of  the  new  consti- 
tutions in  France  opening- upon  us.  We  had  more  immediately  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  what  were  the  views  of  the  legislators  of  France 
with  respect  to  this  country,  and  what  their  instruments  in  England 
weie  endeavouring  to  effect.  For  while  in  France,  they  always  men- 
tioned the  pretext  of  a  reform,  as  the  medium  by  which  they  were 
to  introduce  their  principles,  their  instruments  here  always  took  care 
to  connect  the  system  of  parliamentary  reform  with  all  those  delu- 
sive doctrines,  upon  which  was  founded  the  newly-raised  fabric  of 
French  freedom.  Nothing  less  than  a  national  convention  was  held 
out  as  a  sufficient  remedy  for  the  abuses  which  prevailed  in  the  repre- 
sentation, and  the  sole  organ  through  which  a  more  perfect  form  of 
government  was  to  be  obtained,  namely,  such  a  government  as  should 
acknowledge  no  other  source  of  authority  and  no  other  rule  of  cois 
duct,  than  the  will  of  the  majority.  In  short,  French  principles  w-ere 
inculcated  as  the  true  standard  of  political  belief,  and  the  example 
of  the  French  government  proposed  as  a  worthy  object  of  imitation. 
I  now  proceed  to  events  of  a  more  recent  date.  The  admirers  of 
French  policy  in  this  country  felt  a  depression  of  spirits  from  the  de- 
feat of  their  friends  and  allies,  which,  for  a  time,  gave  a  fatal  blow 
to  their  hopes,  and  compelled  them  to  conceal  their  views,  and  to  as- 
sume a  veil  of  caution,  but  ill-suited  to  the  ardour  of  their  temper,  and 
the  boldness  of  their  enterprise.  But  tliough  they  had  thus  been 
forced,  for  a  while,  to  relinquish  their  schemes,  it  was  not  to  be  pre- 
sumed from  this  that  they  had  by  any  means  abandoned  them— no  ! 
they  still  meditated  the  same  plans,  and  only  lay  by  to  watch  for  an 
opportunity  favourable  to  the  accomplishment  of  their  designs.  For 
that  purpose,  they  had  looked  particularly  to  the  question  of  parlia- 
mentary  reform.  Previous  to  the  bringing  forward  the  present 
motion,  a  great  number  of  petitions  had  been  presented  to  the  house, 
equally  singular  in  their  form,  expression,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  had  thus  been  submitted  to  notice.  They  had  been  introduced 
under  the  auspices  of  tlie  gentlemen  who  supported  the  motion. 
They  were  ail  of  three  descriptions,  except  that  one  upon  which  the 
motion  was  more  particularly  founded,  and  a  petition  from  Notting- 
ham, conceived  in  exactly  the  same  terms  with  one  which  had  been 
received  from  that  place  in  1782.  _  When  it  had  first  been  re- 
ceived, it  came  after  a  long  war,  which  had  harassed  and  exhausted 
the  coimtry,  and  the  calamities  of  which,  it  stated  as  a  proper 
ground  for  a  refoim  of  parliament :  unfortunately  it  still  employed 
the  same  language,  and  gave  the  same  description  of  the  country, 
after  a  long  and  prosperous  peace.  All  these  petitions  came  from 
places  in  England  and  Scotland,  that  seemed  to  have  no  national 
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connection  or  likelihood   of  communication.       Yet,   comin,^   from 
these  different  places,  they  M'ere  all  the  same  in  substance,  and  nearly 
the  same  in  st:ie  ;  whatever  little  difTerence  there  mig-ht  be  in  the 
expression,  they  seemed  all  to  proceed  from  the  same  hands.     Ail  of 
them  were  the  same  in  prayer ;  they  concurred  in  praying-  for  the 
right  of  universal  suffrage,  as  the  basis  of  that  reform  which  they  de- 
sired.    With  respect  to  those  petitions,  two  questions  arise ;  first, 
what  weight  they  ought  to  have  with  the  house,  and  how  far  they 
oug-htto  be  allowed  to  g'o  in  influencing  their  judgment;  and  secondly, 
whether  this  is  a  season  proper  for  the  consideration  of  that  object 
which  they  claim,  and  favourable  to  a  temperate  reform.     On  the 
first  point,  when  petitions  came  to  the  house,  fabricated  in  appear- 
ance, similar  as  to  substance  and  expression,  it  did  not  require  much 
time  to  determine  in  what  point  of  view  they  were  to  be  considered. 
There  was  every  reason  to  suspect  that  they  were  the  work  of  a  few 
individuals.     They  had  certainly  much  more  the  appearance  of  the 
design  of  a  few  individuals,  than  of  the  general  expression  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  country.     If  it  was  asked,  then,  what  weight  they 
ought  to  have,  the  answer  was  easy — none.     The  fraud  was  too  gross 
and  palpable,  and  it  was  evident  from  wliat  quarter  they  came,  and 
with  what  views  they  were  presented.     But  what  are  the  grounds 
upon   which  they  now  bring  forward   this    question    of  reform  ?— 
First  they  state,  that  from  the  general  burst  of  loyalty  expressed  by 
the  nation  upon  the  first  alai;m,  there  is  no  reason  to  fear  that  the 
people  will  pass  beyond  the  bounds  o^  discretion,  and  that  no  season 
can  be  more  favourable  for  a  temperate  reform  tlian  that  in  which 
they  have  so  strongly  testified  their  attachment  to  the  estabUshed  or- 
der of  things  and  their  reluctance  to  any  change.  Of  this  temper  they 
recommend  to  us  to  take  the  advantage.     But  how  stands  the  case  ? 
The  fact,  I  grant,  is,  indeed,  true.     But  it  is  also  true,  that  societies 
in  this  country  have  been  anxiously  seeking  not  to  obtain  reform,  but 
to  find  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  not  to  allay  the  violence  of  innova- 
tion but  to  influence  discontent.     Is  it  then  out  of  deference  to  that 
small  party,  actuated  by  such  principles,  and  pursuing  such  a  line  of 
conduct,  that  we  are  to  grant  a  reform,  and  not  out  of  respect  to  the 
great  body  of  the  peo]^le  of  England,  animated  by  a  spirit  of  the  purest 
loyalty   and  too   much  attached  to  the  blessings    of  the    constitu- 
tion and  the  present  government,  to  wish  to  hazard  them  by  a  change? 
What  then  Is  tlie  question  at  issue  ?  It  is  the  same  question  which  is 
now  at  issue  with  the  whole  of   Europe,    who  are  contending    for 
the  cause  of  order,  of  justice,  of  humanity,  of  religion,  in  opposition 
to  anarchy,  to  injustice,  to  cruelty,  to  infidelity      Are  we  to  yield 
then  to  tlie  clamours  of  dissatisfaction  and  discontent  ?  and  are  we  to 
disregard  the  voice  of  satisfaction  and  gratitude  ?  are  we,  in  order  to 
gi-atify  the  caprice,  or  sooth  the  insolence  of  a  few  disaffected,  to  neg- 
lect the  benefit  of  the  common  body  ?  Are  we,  at  a  moment  of  emer- 
gency like  this,  v/lien  the  great  cause  of  all  is  at  stake,  to  suspend  our 
cares  for  the  public  welfi^re  and  attend  to  the  discussion  of  petty 
claims,  and  the  redress  of  imaginary  grievances  ?  Are  we,  at  such  a 
moment,  in  order  to  please  a  i'ew  individuals,  to  hazard  the  conse- 
quence of  producing  alarm  and  distrust  in  the  general  body,  firm  and 
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united  in  t^ie  cbmiYJon  cause  ?  I  shall  not  proceed  to  remark  on  the 
precise  nature  of  the  motion  itself.  The  motion  is,  to  refer  to  a 
committee  one  of  those  petitions  for  a  reform  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  the  house.  Whether  the  honorable  gentleman  who  made  the 
motion  means  likewise  to  refer  them  all,  is  a  point  of  which  I  am  not 
ascertained.  (Mr  Grey  here  nodded  assent.)  Ifhe  means  to  refer  tliem 
all,  my  reasoning-  on  the  subject  is  reduced  to  a  very  short  compass. 
Oug-ht  we  to  refer  to  a  committee  to  deliberate  on  the  measure  of  un- 
limited sufFrag-e  ?  The  circumstance  of  having  moved  to  refer  the 
prayers  of  the  petitions,  without  having  pointed  out  any  specific  plan 
for  obtaining  their  object,  most  clearly  has  a  tendency  to  excite 
discontent,  without  affording-  the  means  of  allaying  it.  Tliough 
I  formerly  moved  for  a  general  inquiry,  I  Avas  afterwards  convinced 
that  it  would  be  attended  with  no  good  effect,  and  abandoned  the 
motion.  I  became  sensible  that  there  was  no  chance  of  obtaining- 
any  advantage  but  bj^  bringing  forv/ard  a  specific  proposition.  If  I 
thought  so  then,  how  mucli  more  must  I  now  be  confirmed  in  the 
same  opinion  ?  If  any  object  is  proposed  fi)r  discussion,  it  ought  to 
be  specific.  The  contrary  mode  can  tend  only  to  perplex  the  dis- 
cussion, and  to  render  it  productive  of  mischief.  1  shall  now  short- 
}y  observe  on  the  manner  of  introducing  this  business.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  stated  fairly  and  candidly,  that  he  brought  forvv^ard 
the  present  question,  not  on  tlie  groimd  of  right,  but  of  expediency, 
think  so  too.  To  talk  of  an  abstracted  right  of  equal  represen- 
tation, is  absurd.  It  is  to  arrogate  that  right  to  one  form  of  govern- 
ment, whereas  Providence  has  accommodated  tlie  different  forms  of 
government  to  the  different  states  of  society  in  wliich  tliey  subsist. 
There  are  as  many  different  rights  as  the  causes  which  occur  to  diver- 
sify the  modes  cfgovernment.  Butthoughthe  honorable  gentleman  dis- 
claimedtbe  ground  of  general  and  abstracted  right,  he  has  so  farenlarg"- 
ed  his  ground  of  expedience  as  to  embrace  the  mode  of  reasoning,  by 
which  that  wild  theory  is  supported.  He  has  declared  himself  ready 
to  take  even  universal  suffrage,  that  mode  Vvl.icii  he  approves  the  least, 
rather  than  to  suffer  the  constitution  to  remain  as  it  is.  I  so  far  differ 
with  him,  that  I  v/ould  rather  abandon  what  I  conceived  to  be  the 
best  plan  of  reform,  than  risk  the  consequences  of  any  hazard  to  the 
constitution,  as  it  at  present  subsists.  Can  I  then  embark  in  the  same 
committee  with  the  honoral)le  gentleman,  while  he  rejects  t!ie  only 
plan  on  whicli  I  have  contended  for  reform,  and  is  ready  to  give  into 
that  which  he  himself  deems  the  worst  ?  I  must  confess  myself 
alarmed  at  the  extent  to  v/hicli  he  carries  his  object,  I  see  no  probabi- 
lity of  a  temperate  reform,  and,  if  granted,  it  would  not  even  ansv.er 
the  end  for  which  it  is  demanded.  So  far  from  satisfying  those  vvlio 
solicit  it,  it  would  only  extend  tiieir  views  and  multiply  and  encou- 
rage their  claims ;  they  want  nnt  a  parliamentary  reform  for  itself, 
but  for  something  else,  which  tlicy  have  in  pn'ospect.  They  consi- 
der it  not  as  the  end  of  their  wishes,  buttiie  only  means  which  may  lead 
to  their  accomplishment.  But  here  we  are  told,  that  by  refr.sing  this 
reform,  v.^e  are  acting  upon  t'ne  same  principle  by  which  we  lost  Ame- 
rica, by  not  complying  with  the  demands  of  that  country.  The  Ameri- 
cans desired  specific  relief;  they  pointed  out  a  definite  object  with  which 
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they  pledged  themselves  to  be  satisfied.  Here  no  specific  relief  is  de- 
manded, no  definite  object  is  pointed  out.  Y(;u  are  desired  to  give 
what  nobody  asks;  and  to  those  v>'ho  tell  you,  that  even  if  you  givfe 
it  them  tney  will  not  be  satisfied  ;  my  plan  went  to  give  vigour  and 
stability  to  the  aaciesit  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  not  to  in- 
troduce into  it  any  nev/  principles.  The  merit  of  the  British  consti- 
tution is  to  be  estimated,  not  by  metaphysical  ideas,  not  by  vagnie 
themes,  but  by  analysing-  it  in  practice.  Its  benefits  are  confirmed  by 
the  sure  ar/d  intaliible  test  of  experience.  In  the  liistory  of  the 
country,  from  the  earliest  period  down  to  that  in  which  I  now  speak, 
the  number  of  electors  have  always  been  few,  in  proportion  to  that  of 
tlie  great  body  of  the  people.  My  plan  went  to  regulate  the  distri- 
bution of  the  right  of  electing  members,  to  add  some  and  to  transfer 
others  :  whea  such  was  my  i)ian,  am  I  to  be  told  that  I  have  been  an 
advocate  for  parliamentary  reform,  as  if  I  h  ad  espoused  the  same  side  of 
the  question  wliich  is  now  taken  up  by  these  honorable  gentlemen, 
and  am  now  resisting  that  cause  wliich  I  had  formerly  supported  ? 
I  affirm  that  my  plan  is  ten  times  more  contrary  to  t!iat  of  tlie  right 
lionorabie  gentlemaii  than  his  to  the  constitution  ;  nay,  I  go  farther; 
I  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Windiiam)  tha.t  to  adopt 
the  system  now  proposed,  is  to  adopt  the  principle  of  the  French 
code,  and  follow  the  example  of  their  legislators.  As  these  principle-s 
are  unknovv'n  in  the  history  of  this  country,  it  is  to  France  only  that 
v/e  can  look  for  tlieir  origin.  The  same  principles  ^vliich  claim  indi- 
vidual suifrage,  and  aifirm  that  every  man  has  an  equal  rigiit  to  a 
share  in  the  representation,  is  that  which  serves  as  the  basis  of  that  de- 
claration of  rights  on  whicli  tlie  French  legislators  have  fjunded  their 
government.  We  ought  to  recollect  that  there  are  250  persons  who 
possess  an  equal  voice  hi  the  legislature  v/ith  that  of  this  house  ;  that 
there  is  a  king  who,  to  the  tliird  of  the  legislature,  adds  the  whole  of 
the  executive  povv'er  ;  and  if  this  principle  of  individual  suiTrage  be 
granted,  and  be  carried  to  its  utmost  extent,  it  goes  to  subvert  the 
peerage,  and  to  depose  the  king,  and,  in  fine,  to  extinguish  every 
hereditary  distinction  and  every  privileged  order,  and  to  establish  that 
system  of  equalising  anaixhy  announced  in  tlie  code  of  French  legis- 
lation, and  attested  in  the  blood  of  the  massacres  at  Paris.  The 
question  then  is,  whether  you  will  abide  by  your  constitution  or 
haziird  a  change,  with  all  that  dreadful  train  of  consecpiences  with 
which  we  have  seen  it  attended  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom  ?  Abide 
by  your  constitution,  did  I  say  ?  It  cannot  be  necessary  for  me  to 
add  a  word  more.  But  I  would  not  stop  there  if  it  were  possible  to 
go  farther.  If  it  were  possible  for  an  Eglishman  to  forget  his  attach- 
ment to  the  constitution  and  his  loyalty  to  the  sovereign — if  it  were 
possible  for  him  to  lose  all  those  generous  feelings  whicl)  bind  him  to 
his  c  ju.ntry  and  secure  his  obedience  to  its  lav/s — ii  it  were  possible  i'ov 
him  to  sacrifice  all  these  to  those  principles  wlricli  are  brnught forward 
to  support  a  change  of  government,  yet  if  he  should  attend  only  to 
reason,  he  v.ould  find  them  wild  and  illusive  theories.  lie  would 
find  the  principle  of  individual  will  powerful  and  etlicient  to  the  de- 
struction of  every  individual  and  of  every  community,  but  to  every 
good  purpose  null  and  void.       Ha    wo'jJd  find   that    thoae   rights 
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\\]nch  entitle  all  to  an  equal  share  in  the  government  are  rig'hts  which 
only  serve  to  remove  tliem  from  useful  labour,  from  sober  in.dustry, 
and  from  domestic  conr.ections,  and  which  abandon  them  to  be  the 
slaves  of  every  idle  caprice,  and  of  every  destructive  passion.  The 
government  that  adopts  such  principles,  ceases  to  be  a  government ;  it 
unties  the  ba.nds  which  knit  tng-etlier  society,  it  forfeits  the  reverence 
and  obedience  of  its  subjects ;  it  gives  up  those  whom  it  ought  to  pro- 
tect, to  the  dag-gers  of  tJie  Marseillois  and  the  assassins  of  Paris.  Un- 
der a  pretence  of  cciitering'  all  autliority  in  the  will  of  the  manysit 
establishes  the  worst  sort  of  despotism.  Such  is  the  state  of  that 
wretched  country,  France,  the  detestable  policy  of  which  has  added 
new  words  to  the  dictionary,  such  as  the  phrases  of  municipalities  de- 
claring themselves  in  a  state  of  penrtmierit  revolution,  and  the  nation 
itself  in  a  state  of  sovereign  insurrectiGu !  In  Vvhat  is  called  the 
g'overnment  of  the  multitude,  they  are  not  the  many  v/ho  govern  the 
few,  but  the  few  who  governs  tl>e  many.  It  is  a  species  of  tyranny 
which  adds  insult  to  the  wrctcliedness  of  its  subjects,  by  stiling  its 
ovv'n  arbitrary  decrees  the  voice  of  the  people,  and  sanctioning  its  acts 
of  oppression  and  cruehy  under  the  pretence  of  the  national  will.  Such 
is  the  nature  of  those  principles,  connected  with  the  right  of  indivi- 
dual suffrage  ;  and  liow  far  you  are  prepared  to  give  countenance  to 
tliat  measure,  by  referring  it  to  a  committee  as  a  subject  of  delibera- 
tion, you  are  now  called  upon  to  determine." 

One  of  tr.e  most  important  objects  of  parliamentary  consideration, 
during  the  present  session,  was  the  state  of  mercantile  credit.  The 
circulating  specie  being  by  no  means  sufficient  to  answer  the  very 
greatly  augmented  demands  of  trade,  the  quantity  of  paper  currency 
whicii  was  brought  into  circulation  as  a  supplying  medium,  was  so 
large  and  disproportionate,  that  a  scarcity  of  cash  was  produced, 
vv'hicli  tln-eatened  a  general  stagnation  in  tl^e  commercial  world.  In 
consequence  of  the  distress  and  alarm  Viddch  this  stagnation  had  caus- 
ed, Mr.  Pitt  proposed  that  a  select  committee  should  be  appohsted  to 
enquire  into  facts,  and  explore  their  causes  ;  and  the  subject  beii.g  in- 
vestigated, it  was  found  that  the  embarrassments  arose  from  tiie  preci- 
pitation, and  not  the  inabili;y  of  British  merchants.  Mr.  Pitt  proposed 
tliat  govermnent  sliould  advance  money  on  the  security  of  mercantile 
commodities,  by  issuing  exchequer  bills,  to  be  g]-anted  to  merchants 
for  a  limited  time,  and  bearing  legal  interest.  The  bill  was  passed 
into  a  law,  the  temporary  embarrassment  was  removed,  and  manufac- 
tures and  trade  again  became  nourishing.  Jn  raising  the  supplies, 
the  minister  felt  tlie  stagnation  of  mcrcavitile  credit.  A  loan  of 
4,500,000/.  was  raised  at  a  premium  of  3  per  cent.  TJienew  duties 
were  10  per  cent,  on  the  assessed  taxes,  an  additional  duty  on  Britisit 
spirits,  on  bills,  receipts  and  game  licenses. 

On  the  I7ih  of  June,  Mr.  Fox  moved  certain  resolutions,  expressing 
the  request  of  the  liouse  that  his  Majesty  would  take  the  earliest  op^ 
portunity  of  procuring  peace.  Mr.  Pitt  op]?'Osed  the  address  in  a 
long  speech.  He  said  he  did  not  hesitate  to  declare  tlie  motion  the 
most  impolitic  and  ])repostcrous,  and  only  calculated  to  amuse  and 
delude  the  pcoi)le,  by  holding  out  the  possibility  of  peace  when,  in 
reality,  it  was  impossible.      You  have  seen,  said  Mr.  Pitt,  your- 
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selves  and  all  Europe  attacked — when  you  have  seen  a  system 
established,  violathig-  all  treaties,  disregarding  all  obligations,  and, 
under  the  name  of  the  rights  of  man,  uniting  the  principles  of 
usur[)ation  abroad,  tyranny  and  confusion  at  home,  you  will  judge 
whether  you  ought  to  sit  dov/n  without  som.e  security  against  the 
consequences  of  such  a  system  being  ag-ain  brought  into  action.  And 
this  security,  it  appears  to  mc,  can  only  be  obtained  in  one  of 
three  modes  : — first,  that  these  principles  shall  no  longer  predomi- 
nate ;  or  second,  that  those  u^ho  are  now  engaged  in  them  shall  be 
taught  that  they  are  impracticable,  and  convinced  of  their  ov»^n  want 
of  power  to  carry  them  into  execution  ;  or  third,  that  the  issue  of  the 
present  war  shall  be  such,  as  by  weakening  their  power  of  attack 
shall  strengthen  your  power  of  resistance.  Without  these,  yon  may, 
indeed,  have  an  armed  truce,  a  temporary  suspension  of  hostilities  ; 
but  no  permanent  peace  ;  no  solid  security  to  guard  you  against  the 
repetition  of  injury  and  the  rene\\  al  of  attack.  The  present  motion 
can  only  tend  to  fetter  the  operations  of  war,  to  delude  our  subjects, 
to  gratify  the  factious,  to  infiarae  the  discontented,  to  discourage  our 
aUies,  to  strengthen  our  enemies.  What  could  be  the  effect  of  any  nc- 
gociation  for  peace  in  the  present  moment.  It  is  not  merely  to  the  cha- 
ractar  of  Marat,  with  whom  we  v/ould  have  to  treat,  that  I  object;  it 
is  not  the  horror  of  these  crimes,  in  every  stage,  rising  one  above 
another  in  point  of  enormity  ?  but  I  object  to  the  consequences  of  that 
character,  to  the  eifect  of  those  crimes.  They  are  such  as  render  nego- 
ciation  useless,  and  must  entirely  deprive  of  stability  any  peace 
which  could  be  concluded  in  such  cii-cum.stances.  All  the  crimes 
which  disgrace  history  have  occurred  in  one  country,  in  a  space  so 
short,  and  with  circum.stances  so  highly  aggravated,  as  outrun  thought 
and  exceed  imagination.  Should  we  treat  with  Marat,  before  v.e  had 
finished  the  negociation,  he  might  again  have  descended  to  the  dregs 
of  the  people,  from  whom  he  sprung',  and  have  given  place  to  a  still 
more  desperate  villain.  But  if  tlie  m.otion  can  answer  no  good  pur- 
pose, can  it  answer  no  bad  one  ?  Might  it  not  serve  to  encourage 
the  French  ?  What  the  honourable  gentleman  reserved  as  the  last 
part  of  his  argument,  seemed  to  have  this  tendency,  the  conclusion 
which  he  drew  of  the  necessity  of  a  peace  from  the  situation  of  the 
country.  If  we  are  really  come  to  that  period  of  distress,  we  must 
indeed  submit  to  the  decrees  of  Providence  with  such  resignation  as 
v/e  would  submit  to  the  sacrifice  of  our  independence.  If  the  period 
of  our  ruin  is  come,  we  must  prepare  to  meet  the  fate  which  we  can- 
not avert;  v>'e  cannot  meet  it  in  a.ny  shape  m»ore  dreadful  than  that 
which  is  proposed  by  the  motion  of  the  honourable  gentleman.  But 
our  situation  is  not  yet  so  desperate.  With  respect  to  the  embarrass- 
ment of  credit,  and  the  consequent  interruption  of  commerce,  I  may 
safely  say,  that  none  have  watched  it  more  carefully  than  m}self,  none 
can  have  felt  it  more  anxiously.  Tl\e  honorable  gentleman  states  the 
means  of  relief,  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  legislature,  as,  in  his 
opinion,  a  proof  of  the  extent  of  the  calamity,  for  my  part,  I  have 
formed  a  very  different  conclusion,  Tlae  effect  of  the  relief  held  out 
by  the  legislature,  even  before  it  was  experienced,  was  completely  to 
restore  confidence  and  vigour  to  commerce — a  proof  that  tlie  embaf  - 
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rassed  state  of  credit  was  only  temporary,  and,  in  a  great  Jneasure,  ac- 
oidental.  The  present  motion,  by  magnifying  the  inconvenience  which 
We  have  svistain^-i  into  a  calamity,  is  calculated  to  give  a  false  impres- 
sion, and  give  to  what  at  most  could  only  be  the  object  of  apprehen- 
sion at  home,  all  the  mischievous  consequences  of  a  real  distress  abroad. 
It  is  calculated  to  discoui-age  our  allies,  and  inspire  our  enemies  with 
Gonudence.  Havingiluis  given  my  opinion  as  a  m.ember  of  parliament, 
there  are  some  allusions  which  have  been  made  to  me,  as  a  member 
®f  the  cabinet,  vvhich  I  am  called  upon  to  notice.  I  have  only 
to  say,  that  if  there  is'anyclifference  in  opinion  betv/een  me  and  other' 
members  of  the  cabinet,!  can  only  assure  him,  tl:at  I  am  tlie  more  de- 
termined  to  oppose  the  grounds  and  principles  upon  which  this  motion 
is  f,)unded.  I  have  spoken  at  much  greater  length  than  at  first  I  in- 
tended ;  but  on  this  subject  whenever  it  occurs,  I  find  it  impossible  to 
keep  those  bounds  wiiich  I  liad  prescribed  to  myself,  prompted,  as  I 
am,  to  enlarge,  by  the  dearest  feelings  and  principles  of  my  heart, 
affection  and  gratitude  to  my  sovereign,  and  ti;at  duty  which  i  owe  as 
a  member  of  the  communivy. 

In  this  year  the  Uiited L  ishnien  first  assembled,  and  the  Scotch  con- 
vention of  delegates.  As  their  purposes  were  known  we  shall  pass 
aver  the  current  events,  till  the  meeting  of  parliament  on  the  21st  of 
Jan.  lT94f.  Mr.  Fox  moved  an  amendment  to  the  proposed  address 
ecommending  his  majesty  to  treat,  as  speedily  as  possible,  for  a  peace 
with  France,  upoii  safe  and  advantageous  terms,  without  any  reference 
to  the  nature  or  form  of  the  government  that  might  exist  in  that 
country.  Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  the  present  war  had  not  been  hastily 
■^nd  rashly  engaged  in,  but  after  due  deliberation  and  mature  convic-. 
tion.  It  had  been  the  opinion  of  the  majority  of  that  house,  and  of 
the  great  body  of  the  nation,  that  it  was  undertaken  upon  grounds 
strictly  defensive  ;  and  that  the  nation  were  equally  compelled  to 
engage  in  it  by  the  obligations  of  duty,  and  the  urgency  of  necessit)''. 
As  to  the  objects  of  the  war,  they  had  frequently  been  brought  for- 
ivard  in  the  course  of  last  session,  and  unless  it  can  be  sliewn,  that 
we  were  originally  mistaken :  that  they  were  not  proper  objects  of 
contest;  or  that  they  are  already  gained  ;  the  obligations  and  neces- 
.sity  which  originally  induced  us  to  undertake  the  war,  operate  with 
equal  force  at  tlie  present  moment.  He  had  placed  the  termination 
of  the  war  upon  two  circumstances ;  first,  the  being  able  to  procure 
a  peace  upon  terms  likely  to  render  it  secure  and  permanent ;  and 
secondly,  an  indemnity  suitable  to  expence  incurred  by  carrying  on 
the  war.  He  had  always  asserted,  that  if  a  peace  cou  d  be  made 
upon  terms  of  security  to  this  country,  no  con.sideration  of  the  de- 
testable characters  of  the  ruling  men  in  France,  or  of  the  crimes  and 
horrors  with  which  they  were  sullied,  ought  to  influence  this  coun- 
try to  reject  sucli  terms.  From  the  nature  of  the  French  govern^ 
ment,  there  could  be  no  dependence  on  the  characters  of  whom  it 
was  composed.  The  shifting  of  persons  took  place  like  the  shifting 
of  scenes  ;  but  this  change  of  persons  produced  no  alteration  in  the 
conduct  of  tlie  drama,  the  principles  and  proceedings  still  continued 
tl]c  same,  or  only  were  distinguished  ;n  their  progress  by  increased 
g-radations  of  enormity. — On  tiie  21st  of  May,  a  ne\y  governirient. 
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more  dreadful  in  its  character,  and  more  flital  in  its  eiTects,  than  any 

which  preceded  it,  had  taken  place this  was  the  revohitionar}^ 

g'overnment one  of  the  leading-  features  of  which  was  the  abo- 
lition of  religion.  The  extinction  of  religious  sentiment  was  in- 
tended to  pave  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  fresh  crimes,  and  en- 
tirely to  break  asunder  those  bands  of  society  whicli  had  been  already 
loosened.  A  second  measure  of  this  government  was  tlie  destruction 
of  property;  a  precedeiU  which  tended  not  less  to  destroy  all  ideas 
of  justice,  than  the  former  to  extinguish  all  sentiments  of  piet}''. 
Tl)ese  crimes,  however,  the}'  contrived  to  convert  into  sources  ot* 
revenue.    From  tiie  pillage  of  tlie  churches — from  the  destruction  of 

property from  the- confiscation  of  tlie  effects  of  those  v/ho  were 

condemned,  they  derived  the  means  for  conducting  their  military 
operations.  They  pushed  every  resource  to  its  utmost  extent:  re- 
sources so  desperate  afford  in  themselves  the  most  certain  symptoms 
and  indications  of  the  apjiroachmg  decay  of  that  system  w  ith  which 
Ihev  are  connected.  If  then  such  be  the  system,  if  such  the  means 
of  its  support,  what  prospect  can  there  be  of  either  stability  or  per- 
manence to  the  present  order  of  things  ?  As  to  the  question  of  the 
honorable  gentleman,  continued  tlie  chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
wliether  1  am  never  to  make  peace  with,  the  Jacobins  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  ansv/er;  and  it  v/ouid  be  neither  prudent  nor  rational  in 
me  to  give  liim  any  deunitive  reply  in  tlie  jjresent  moment.  The 
question  of  pursuing  the  war  must,  in  every  instance,  depend  upon 
the  convenience  with  which  it  can  be  carried  on  to  ourselves,  and  of 
tliat  you  must  be  best  qualified  to  judge.  The  honorable  gentleman's 
motion  is  certainly  couched  in  very  .general  terms,  and  such  as  might 
take  in  everything  that  I  liave  contended  for.  It  rccomm.ends  to  his 
majesty^,  to  conclude  a  peace  Vvdienever  it  can  be  done  upon  safe 
and  advantageous  terms,  witliout  any  reference  to  the  nature  and  form 
of  government  v.'hich  may  exist  in  Fra]:!ce.  I  likewise  am  (;f  opinion, 
that  a  safe  and  advantageous  peace  ought  to  be  concluded,  but  that 
the  security  and  benefits  of  that  peace  must  depend  up.on  the  establish^ 
mcnt  of  a  government  essentially  differeirc  from  the  present ;  but 
though  the  motion,  fromth.e  g-eneral  terms  in  which  it  is  expressed, 
is  v.alculated  to  gain  no  precise  object,  it  is  yet  capable  of  much  mis- 
ci;;ef ;  it  means  and  says,  that  tiiis  house  entertains  sentiments  dif- 
fcrciit  irom  those  expressed  by  his  Pvlajesty  in  his  speech.  It  Isolds  out 
to  our  allies,'  that  they  are  no  lunger  to  consider  us  as  eager  in 
tiiC  cause,  while  it  must  impart  encouragement  and  coriiidence  to  ou? 
enemies.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  said,  that  a  treaty  with  tlie 
Fren.ch  government  would  ai!in-d  us  as  good  a  seen;  ity  tor  tlie  continu- 
ance Oi'  peace,  as  that  v.hich  we  derived  fi'om  the  treaty  of  Ryswick 
or  Utreclit.  He  then,  in  his  usual  uay,  crstered  into  a  declamation 
against  khigs,  and  said,  that  we  might  place  equal  dependance  on  the 
good  faith  of  the  present  government  of  France,  as  on  that  of  the 
court  of  Louis  XIV.  This  I  expressly  deny  ;  and  I  afiirm,  that  had 
that  king  even  succeeded  in  his  ambitious  projects  to  tiieir  full  ex-» 
tent,  vvdjat  we  should  then  ha\e  suiTtred  migiit  have  been  considered 
as  a  deliverance,  compared  with  what  mast  be  tlie  con.sequence  of 
success  attending  the  present  French  svstcm.  All  the  splendor  of 
E   3 
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his  court,  all  the  abilities  of  his  g-enerals  and  discipline  of  his  armies, 
all  the  great  exertions  which  he  was  enabled  to  make,  proceeded  trom 
a  hig'h  sentim^^nt  of  honour.  No  such  i^rinciples  actuate  the  c -nduct 
of  the  presen:  French  rulers.  They  have  contrived  to  ba  ash  all 
restraints,  and  with  an  ambition  more  insatiable,  they  have  at  their 
disposal,  means  of  destruction  much  more  formidable  than  that 
monarch  ever  possessed  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power.  The  honora- 
ble g-entleman  has  inaccurately  stated,  that  I  attach  the  same  deg-ree 
of  importance  to  the  restoration  of  monarchy  in  France,  as  to  the  de- 
struction of  tlie  in-esent  system  ;  this  is  by  no  means  the  case.  I 
attach  importance  to  the  restoration  of  moijarchy,  from  an  opinion, 
that  in  the  present  state  of  France,  some  settled  form  should  take 
place,  in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  people  may  be  disposed  to 
coacur.  The  ancient  g-ovei'ument  I  consider  as  affording  the  best 
materials  upon  which  they  could  work  iii  introducing  any  change 
into  the  fabric  of  their  constitution  ;  besides,  as  I  have  thougiit  it 
incumbent  in  any  interference  wiiich  I  proposed  in  the'  internal  af- 
fairs of  that  country,  to  consult  clneHy  the  happiness  of  the  y.eople. 
Monarchy  appeared  to  me  the  system'  most  friendly  to  their  trae  in- 
terests. But  there  is  one  part  of  the  argument  of  my  noble  irir ncl, 
to  which  I  must  particularly  call  your  attention,  and  v/hich,  inde- 
pendently of  every  other  consideration,  precludes  even  the  possi- 
bility of  our  treating  with  France  in  the  present  moment.  A  decree 
has  been  passed  by  the  convention,  forbidding  to  treat  witli  any 
enemy,  till  tliey  shall  have  evacuated  the  territories  of  tiie  republic  t 
and  on  the  Uth  of  A()ril  it  was  again  decreedj  inat  t!u:)se  persons 
should  be  punished  with  death  v.'ho  should  propose  to  treat  v.ith  any 
povi^er  winch  should  not  have  previously  acknowledged  the  indepen-" 
dence  of  the  Fiench  nation,  and  the  unity  and  indivisibihty  of  the 
republic,  fou'nded  upon  liberty  and  equality.  Are  you  then  to 
withdraw  your  armies,  to  deprive  yourself  of  the  co-operation  of 
your  allies,  to  fjreg-o  all  your  acquisitions,  to  give  up  Conde, 
«:^!esnoi,  Tobago,  Fort  Loufs,  all  the  factories  in  the  East  Indies  ? 
Should  you  consent  to  do  all  this  ;  should  you  even  hasten  to  send 
an  ambassadur  to  treat  with  the  convention,  and  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  (Mr.  Fox),  I  believe  on  a  former  occasion,  volunteered 
himself  for  that  service,  you  not  only  must  acknov/ledge  the  unity 
and  indivisibility  of  tlie  French  republic,  but  you  must  do  so  in 
thesr  own  way.  You  must  acknov/ledge  it  as  foimded  on  liberty 
and  equality.  You  must  subscribe  to  the  whole  of  their  code,  and 
by  this  act,  sa.iCt'  ^n  the  deposition  of  your  sovereign  and  tlie  annihi- 
lation of  your  legi^^hiiure.  It  may  be  said,  that  they  would  not  in- 
sist upon  all  this  to  its  full  extent ;  but  of  this  I  can  have  but  little 
eonfidence,  when  I  compare  their  past  declarations  and  their  con- 
duct. To  whatever  pitch  of  extravagance  they  may  have  reached  in 
what  they  have  said,  the  absurdity  of  their  expressions  has  in  every 
instance  been  surpassed  by  the  outrages  of  their  conduct.  We  are 
called  in  the  present  age  to  witiiess  the  i  .)litical  and  moral  pheno- 
men;)n  of  a  mighty  and  civilized  people,  formed  into  an  artificial 
hord,e  of  banditti,  throwing  off  all  the  restraints  which  have  i  )flii- 
tnced  men  in  social  life,  displaying  a  savage  valouv  directed  by  a 
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sang-uinary  spirit,  forming-  rapine  and  destruction  into  a  system,  and 
perverting  to  their  detestable  purposes,  all  the  talents  and  ingenuity 
which  they  derived  from  their  advanced  stage  of  civilization,  all  the 
refinements  of  art,  and  the  discoveries  of  science.  We  behold  them 
uniting-  the  utmost  savageness  and  ferocity  of  design  with  consum- 
mate contrivance,  and  skill  in  execution ;  and  seeiningly  engaged 
in  no  less  than  a  conspiracy  to  extei-minate  fromtlie  face  of  the  earth, 
all  honor,  humanity,  justice,  and  religion.  In  this  state,  can  there 
be  any  question  but  to  resist,  where  resistance  alone  can  be  effectual, 
till  such  lime,  as  by  the  blessing  of  providence  upon  our  endeavors, 
we  shall  have  secured  the  independence  of  tliis  country,  and  the 
general  interests  of  Europe  ?" — Mr.  Pitt  carried  the  address  by  a 
majority  of  277  against  59- 

Tl\e  sentence  of  Messrs.  Muir  and  Palmer,  came  under  the  cogni- 
zance of  parli:-:ment  on  the  27th.  Mr.  Pitt,  however,  took  no  part 
in  the  debate,  but  on  a  subsequent  occasion  he  gave  his  opinion 
in  favour  of  the  justice  of  the  sentence.  On  the  3d  of  Feb.  in  a 
debate  upon  the  military  force  to  be  employed,  Mr.  Pitt  thus  stated 
the  comparative  situation  of  the  country,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war  aad  at  that  time  ;  "  You  have  now  85,000  seamen  voted,  of 
whom  7.3,000  are  at  present  borne  and  mustered.  You  have  made  an 
addition  to  your  army  of  about  30  000  men.  Yon  have  in  your 
pay  a  considerable  number  of  auxihary  troops — a  force,  which  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  had  no  existence.  You  have  thus,  both 
from  the  situation  in  which  you  stand  with  respect  to  the  enemy, 
and  from  the  increased  means  which  you  possess  to  carry  on  the 
contest,  t!ie  most  flattering-  prospect  of  final  success.  In  this  dis- 
cussi')a  Mr,  P.  also  admitted,  that  he  had  a  considerable  share  in 
advising  the  expedition  to  Duukirk,  and  that  lie  did  not  shnnk  from 
the  smallest  part  of  the  responsibility — that  if  he  had  given  vnong 
advice,  however  he  might  regret  the  consequences,  he  should  certain- 
ly feel  no  shame  in  avowing  the  error.  There  vv^as  but  one  circum- 
stance, lie  affirmed,  which  led  to  the  raising  of  the  siege,  and  that  was 
the  discomtitiu-e  of  the  covering  army  of  Austrians  under  Gen. 
Freytiig  He  then  entered  into  the  vindication  of  the  affair  of  Toulon, 
and  affirmed,  that  both  in  the  acquisition,  in  the  defence,  and  in  the 
evacuation,  eminent  merit  v/as  display  ed." 

On  the  5th,  the  ways  and  means  were  submitted  to  the  house; 
19  millions  were  necessary,  and  the  new  taxes  went  laid  on  bricks  ' 
an4  tiles,  Britisli  and  foreign  spirits,  slate,  stone,  glass,  paper,  and 
attorney's  indentures. 

The  punishment  of  the  Scotch  emissaries  of  sedition,  did  not  deter 
similar  projectors  in  England.  On  the  13th  of  May,  a  committee  of 
secrecy  was  appointed,  to  examine  the  papers  of  certain  persons, 
Messrs.  Hv)rne  Tooke,  Hardy  and  others,  who  liad  been  taken  into 
custody.  On  the  16th  Mr.  Pitt  presented  the  first  report,  and 
stated  p.t  great  lengtli  his  view  of  its  contents.  He  traced  the  history 
and  proceedings  of  the  societies  for  the  last  two  years;  they  had 
adopted;  he  said,  the  monstrous  doctrines  of  the  rights  of  man,  which 
seduced  the  weak  an!  ignorant  to  overturn  government,  law,  pro- 
perty, security,  and  whatever  was  valuable  ;   which  had  destroyed 
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whatever  was  valuable  in  France,  and  endang-er^^d-tric  safety,  if 
not  the  existence  of  every  nation  in  Europe^,  The  object  of  all 
these  societies  was  the  practical  inculcation  of  such  doctriiies,  A 
correspondence,  prior  to  the  enormities  of  France,  had  subsisted 
between  these  societies  and  tlie  French  Jacobin  clubs.  When  the 
Jacobin  faction,  which  usurped  the  g-overnment,  had  commenced 
hostilities  against  Great  Britain,  these  societies,  as  far  as  tliey 
could,  had  pursued  the  same  conduct,  expressed  the  same  attach- 
ment to  their  cause,  adopted  their  appellations,  and  formed  the  desig'n 
of  disseminating  the  same  principles.  Their  operations  were  chiefly 
directed  to  manufacturing-  towns.  They  considered  tlie  convention 
at  Edinburgli  as  the  representatives  of  the  people,  asserted  the  inno- 
cence of  those  members  who  fell  under  the  sentence  of  the  law,  and 
declared  they  could  only  look  for  reform  in  such  a  convention.  But 
the  chief  attention  of  the  house  was  requii-ed  in  considering- a  society, 
thougli  composed  of  tlie  meanest  and  most  despicable  of  tiie  people, 
who  acted  upon  the  worst  Jacobin  principles  and  iiad  withm  it  the 
means  of  the  most  unbounded  extension  and  rapid  increase.  This 
society,  comprehending  thirty  divisions  in  London,  was  connected  by 
a  systematic  correspondence,  with  other  societies  scattered  throiigh 
the  manufacturing  towns.  It  had  arrived  at  such  a  pitch  of  audacity 
as  to  declare  its  competence  to  watch  over  tlie  progress  of  legislation  ; 
to  investigate  its  principles  ;  to  prescribe  limits  for  its  actions,  beyond 
which  if  it  presumed  to  advance,  an  end  was  to  be  put  to  the  exister.ce 
of  p.irliament  itself.  Recently  this  corresponding  society  had  laid 
before  the  constitutional  society  a  plan  for  assen.bling  a  convention 
for  all  England.  The  evident  object  of  the  proposed  meetiiig,  in  Mr, 
Pitt's  o]>inion,  was  to  exercise  legislative  and  judicial  capacities,  to' 
overturn  the  established  system  of  government,  and  wrest  from  the 
parliament  the  power  which  the  constitution  had  lodged  in  their 
hands.  This  plan  was  to  be  speedily  carried  into  execution,  and 
Sheffield  was  chosen  to  facilitate  the  meeting  of  their  delegates.  An 
assembly  had  been  held  on  the  14th  of  April,  and  resolutions  were 
passed  which  arraigr>ed  every  branch  of  the  govcnment;  threatened 
the  sovereign,  insulted  the  liouse  of  peers,  and  accused  the  cor/rmuns 
of  InsuiSciency ;  declarations  were  uttered,  that  if  certain  raeasr.res/ 
were  pursued,  vviiether  with  or  without  the  cr.nsent  of  pavl'.ameiit, 
they  snould  be  rescinded  ;  and  that  the  constit-ation  was  utterly  de- 
stroN  ed.  The  proofs  of  these  allegations  were  their  own  records  ;  and 
it  .  titiier  appeared  from  the  report,  that  a. ms  had  been  actually 
pio:,ured  and  distributed  by  the  societies:  and  that  so  far  irom  break- 
ing up  this  Jacobin  army,  they  had  shev.n  themselves  imm.oveably 
bent  on  tlieir  pursuit,  and  displayed  preparations  of  dehance  arid  re- 
sistance to  government.  From  all  these  ilicis,  Mr.  Pitt  infcired there 
was  avery  dangerous  conspiracy,  whicn  it  Decaniethcni,by  seasonable 
interference,  to  prevent  from  being  cairied  into  execution.  lu  times 
of  apprehended  rebellion  it  had  been  usual  to  enact  a  temporary  s>is~ 
pension  of  tlie  habeas  corpus  lav,  ;  tliat  act  had  been  suspended  v.litn 
the  constitution  and  liberty  of  the  country  vtere  most  guaided  and 
respected;  and  sucli  a  suspension  was  more  ^  r;  cvdany  cailca  for 
8t  this  crisis,  when  attempts  were  made  to  cl^bseminate  principles 


A.      1794.  WILLIAM    FITT.  57 

dangerous  to  that  constitution,  for  the  preservation  of  which  the  law 
had  been  made  ;  Mr.  Pitt,  therefore,  proposed  a  bill  "  empowering 
his  majesty  to  secure  and  detain  all  pcj'sons  suspected  of  designs  against 
his  crown  and  government."  Mr.  Fox  expressed  his  astonishrneni: 
that  the  committee  should  solemnly  call  the  attention  of  the  house  to 
fiicts  so  long  notorious ;  the  allegations  reported  by  the  committee 
v/ere  chiefly  repetitions  of  stale  advertisements.  What  was  the  real 
account,  taken  apart  from  the  comments  of  Mr.  Pitt's  eloquence  ? 
Societies  hadbecii  constituted  for  the  purposes  of  parliamentary  re- 
form; they  had  corresponded  together ;  and  they  had  corresponded 
with  France  when  at  peace  with  this  country.  A  convention  was 
proposed  for  tlie  purposes  of  reform  in  England  ;  and  this  v.^as  the 
only  new  inform.ation.  The  project  v/as  in  itself  contemptible  and 
ridiculous,  and  could  not  reall)'  alarm  the  miiiister,  or  any  man  in  his 
senses.  No  grounds  were  adduced  that  could  possibly  justify  such  a 
momentous  intrenchment  on  the  liberties  of  the  subject  as  this  bill 
proposed.  Mr.  Pitt  prevailed,  and  the  proposition  of  ministers 
passed  into  a  law.  In  the  after-discussion  of  the  habeas  corpus  act 
suspension  bill,  Mr.  Pitt  entered  minutely  into  the  views  and  objectis 
of  these  societies — he  read  more  extracts  from  the  corresponding- 
society.  In  one  of  their  proceedings  they  appoint  a  committee  to 
watch  over  the  proceedings  of  parliament,  with  a  view  to  controul 
whatever  may  appear  to  them  improper  conduct,  expressing,  at  the 
same  time,  that  as  no  redress  oftheir  grievances  was  to  be  espectedfrom 
that  quarter,  it  was  their  duty  to  repel  tyranny  by  the  same  means  by 
which  it  was  supported.  He  then  said,  with  regard  to  nothing  new 
being  in  the  report  until  the  seizure  of  those  papers,  the  correspon- 
dence with  the  club  at  Norwich  *  had  never  been  knovrn,  and  it  was 
one  of  the  most  important  discoveries  that  those  papers  contained, 
as  it  brought  to  light  the  general  intention  of  assembling  their  Jacobin 
convention.  The  other  subjects  of  parliamentary  discussion  during 
this  important  session,  were  the  temporary  introduction  of  the  Hessian 
troops,  previous  to  their  employment  in  the  expedition  for  which 
they  were  engaged — the  bill  for  the  emigrant  forces — the  voluntary 
contributions— foreign  subsidies — the  bill  to  prevent  sums  voted  in 
the  British  funds  from  being  seized  by  the  French  rulers — motions  of 
inquiry,  tending  to  the  censure  of  ministry,  and  motions  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  peace,  Upon  most,  and  indeed  ail  of  these  matters  Mr, 
Pitt  spoke  at  large,  and  with  astonishing  powers.    His  measures  were 


*  During  the  sncce?;s  of  the  French,  a  few  of  the  lowest  class  waited  upon  a  worthy 
wiagistrate  of  that  cit}',  who  was  supposed  to  favor  •'  the  cause  of  liberty,'*  and  con- 
gratulated him  upon  the  jirogress  of  their  principles,  and  at  the  same  time  upon  the' 
genera!  division  of  property  which  would  now  very  soon  te  made.  Well,  gentlemen, 
said  the  migistrate,  but  this  will  fall  hsrd  upon  some;  for  instance,  Mr.  Coke,  of 
Ho'.kham,  surely  y-iu  will  allow  him  some  means  f  maintenance,  since  not  being 
accustomed  to  labour,  he  would  hardly  be  able  to  obtain  support.  Why  ay,  said 
these  legislators,  th3.t's  true,  we  had  not  considered  that ;  to  oe  sure  he  is  one  of  us, 
and  he  ought  to  have  some  allowance.  Well  gentlemeT,  and  whjt  do  ycu  propose  ? 
\¥hy  qoo£.  a  year  !  Don  t  you  think  that  would  be  enough  ?  Why  upon  my  word  J 
itjink  he  ought  to  have  3co£.  a  year,  and  so  good  aiorning,  gentlemen. 
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supported  by  the  same  great  majorities.  The  parliament  was  pro- 
rogued on  the  11th  nf  July. 

The  unfortunate  termination  of  the  campaig;ns  in  1794,  are  well 
remembered.  Holland  being  evacuated  by  the  Brilisli,  yielded  to  the 
republican  armies.  In  France,  the  tyranny  of  Robespitrre  and  of 
the  Jacobin  clubs  had  been  ended  by  h'is  death.  Social  crier  bt;g-an 
to  re  appear.  In  Great  Britain,  the  trial  of  V/alt  and  Downie  at 
Edinbnrgli,  and  of  Hardy  and otiiers  in  England,  for  high  treason,  had 
principally  occupied  the  pubUc  attention.  Tlie  volunteer  associations 
had  been  set  on  foot.  A  treaty  was  concluded  betw  een  Great  Britain 
and  America,  tending  powerfully  to  promote  the  political  amity  a^-id 
commercial  benefit  of  both  countries.  Several  changes  took  place 
int])e  administration,  making  room  for  the  whigs,  who  had  seceded 
from  Mr.  Fox  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  :  Lord  Fitzwilliam 
was  made  viceroy  of  Ireland,  the  Duke  of  Poillund  tiurd  secretary  of 
state.  Mr  'Windham  secretary  at  war,  and  Earl  Spencer  first  lord  of 
the  admiralty. 

Paiiiamci.t  met  on  the  30th  of  Dec.  1794.  His  majesty's 
speech  urged  the  necessity  of  perseverance  in  tiie  war,  notwitlistand- 
ing  our  disappointments,  and  augured  the  ultimate  success  of  our 
allies,  from  tJie  progressive  aiid  rapid  decay  of  French  resources,  and 
the  instability  of  every  part  of  tliat  unnatural  system.  Mr.  ^Viiber. 
force  haying  moved  an  amendment  to  the  address,  recommendmg  a 
negociation  for  peace,  Mr.  Pitt,  in  addition  to  his  former  arguments, 
said,  tl]e  question  now  to  be  discussed  might  shortly  be  stated,  whe- 
ther  the  risk  of  making  peace  with  the  present  government  of  France, 
was  greater  than  that  of  continuing  the  war  in  the  present  condition 
of  the  resources  of  this  country.  What  was  the  prospect  v/hich  a 
peace  with  France,  under  the  present  circumstances,  presented  to  this 
kingdom  ?  Had  we  reason  to  expect  from  such  a  peace,  any  cordial 
intercourse,  any  desirable  amity  and  friendship  ?  should  Ave  be  enabled 
to  disband  our  armies,  or  disarm  our  fleets,  or  to  put  an  end  to  the 
traitorous  correspondence  bill,  and  the  other  measures  which  had 
been  passed,  with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  public  order  and 
tranquiUity  ?  He  could  easily  suppose  that  those  gentlemen,  who 
had  in  an  early  part  of  the  evening,  so  decidedly  given  their  opinion 
witli  respect  to  tlie  late  trials,  and  who  had  supposed  all  the  persons 
in  this  country  to  be  so  pure,  as  not  even  to  be  infected  by  contact 
with  Jacobin  principles,  would  foresee  no  danger  from  a  French 
alliance.  But  such  v/as  not  the  case  with  his  honorable  friends,  who, 
even  in  such  an  event,  talked  of  the  necessity  of  additional  precau- 
tions, in  order  to  guard  the  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  preserve  the 
tranquillity  of  the  country.  But  this  was  not  the  only  objection  to 
abandoning  the  war  in  the  present  moment.  We  were  desired  to  re- 
linquish the  contest  at  a  period  at  which  all  the  natural  and  unna- 
tural resources  by  which  France  had  hitherto  been  ennabled  to  per- 
severe, were  fast  approaching  to  their  termination.  Would  the  rigiit 
honorable  gentleman  opjjosite,  Mr.  Fox,  himself  say,  t!  at  England 
was  in  tliat  state  under  which  slie  should  agree  to  a  peace,  leaving  the 
Austrian  Netherlands  in  possession  of  the  French  ?  In  a  few  monllis 
after,  Holland  would  certainly  be  added  to  that  acquisition,  and  in  a 
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short  time  aftevwards,  the  sword  must  be  drawn  again,  upon  terms 
of  much  greater  d'sadvautage,  than  we  had  now  to  encounter  in  car- 
r3'ing  on  the  v/ar.  All  modern  wars  had  been  remarked  to  depend 
on  a  comparison  of  the  nieans  by  wliich  they  were  to  be  carried  on. 
That  state,  however,  wjiich  possessed  the  superiority  of  resoui'ces  had 
been  found  finally  to  be  successful.  The  great  question  between 
Gi'eat  Britain  and  France,  in  the  present  contest,  was — which  should 
be  able  to  hold  out  longest  in  point  of  pecr.niary  resources  ?  The 
French  existed,  he  said,  by  means  as  extraordinary  as  the  events  they 
brought  about — their  pecuniary  expences  were  beyond  any  thing" 
ever  known,  and  supported  by  requisition  of  person,  life  and  pro- 
perty  they  depended  entirely  upon  terror.     He  th.en  stated,  that 

since  th.e  revolution  their  expenditure  amoimted  to  480  millions 
sterling ;  320  millions  sterlii>g  in  two  years,  was  tlie  price  of  the 
efforts  by  wliich  ihey  wrested  from  the  allies  the  conquests  they  had 
obtained  But  was  this  to  be  considered  as  the  scale  of  what  they 
coidd  spend  ?  did  these  enormous  sums  a^ise  f-um  an  inci  ease  of 
revenue,  or  from  an  orderly  system  of  iinvance  ? — not  at  all — it  arose 
from  an  unlimited  paper  credit;  and  all  tlieir  own  accounts  con- 
curred, he  said,  in  declaring,  that  if  carried  any  farther,  it  vvould  be 
impossible  to  maintain  any  longer,  much  less  to  augment  it,  by  any 
greater  aggravations  of  the  mischief  of  plunder  and  confusion.  It 
liad  even  been  stated  by  their  own  leader,  that  it  had  now  been  car- 
ried to  that  point,  beyond  which  it  could  not  be  extended  without 
ruin  to  the  countiy.     Was  it  then  toe  much  to  say,  their  resources 

v/ere  nearly  at  an  end  ?  The  question  then  was had  we,  under 

the  present  circumstances,  the  prospect  of  being  able  to  bring  as 
great  a  force  into  the  field,  as  would  require  from  the  French  the 
same  degree  of  exertion  v/hich  had  been  necessary  in  the  former 
campaigns  ?  Even  let  it  be  supposed  that  Holland  should  fall,  and  that 
circumstances  sliould  be  such,  that  we  could  no  longer  look  for 
assistance  from  the  court  of  Berlin;,  yet  he  could  see  no  reas^Mi  Mhy 
the  augm.entation  of  the  British  force  migh.t  not  fully  supply  the 
loss,  and  even  do  somethhig  more  valuable  in  point  of  etiect,  with 
respect  to  the  operations  of  the  war.  He  could  see  no  reason,  if  we 
gave  to  Austria  the  pecuniary  aid  which  it  required  at  its  own  ex- 
pence,  why  we  might  not  be  able,  in  conjimction  with  the  augmented 
force,  which,  from  the  assistance  of  our  credit,  it  would  be  ena- 
bled to  bring  forward,  along  too  with  the  powers  of  Spain  and  the 
states  of  Italy,  to  effect  a  powerful  diversion,  and  accomplish  the 
iniportant  purpose — a  purpose  in  the  accomplishment  of  whicii,  the 
happhiess,  almost  tl:e  existence  of  Europe,  entirely  rested.  Opposi- 
tion contended  on  the  contrary,  that  the  enthusiasm  of  the  French 
would  support  them  against  all  difficulties  and  find  new  resources. 
The  house  however  supported  the  minister  by  a  majority  of  179. 

On  the  26th  of  Jan.  1795,  a  m.otion  was  made  by  Mr  Gi-ey,  "  that 
the  present  state  of  the  government  of  France  ought  not  to  preclude 
a  negocia'ion  for  peace."  The  old  arguments  on  both  sides  were 
recapitulated  ;  and  Mr,  Pitt  again  distinctly  declared,  that  mniisters 
had  never  entertained  the  idea  of  the  conquest  of  Fraricc — thvat  secu- 
rity was  their  object. 
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The  force  required  by  Britain  for  the  service  of  1795,  amounted 
to  100,000  seamen,  120,000  regulars  for  the  guard  and  garrisons  of 
tlic  kingdom,  66,000  militia,  and  40,000  men  emplo^-ed  partly  in 
Ireland  and  partly  in  the  West- Indies  arid  the  plantations,  exclusive 
of  fencibles  and  volunteers,  foreign  troops  in  British  pay,  and  em- 
bodied French  emigratits.  The  sums  required  to  maintain  this  force, 
with  the  extraordinaries  and  ordnance  for  tliC  Sardinian  subsidy,  and 
all  tlie  public  services  of  the  year,  amounted  to  twenty-seven  millions, 
five  hundred  and  forty  thousand  pounds,  requiring  a  loan  of  eighteen 
i-niliions.  TixC  taxes  were  upon  v/ine,  foreign  and  British  spirits, 
tea,  coffee,  insui-auces,  foreign  grocery  and  fu'.its,  timber,  increase 
or  post-office  duty  by  abridging  the  piivilege  of  franking,  and  on  hair 
powder.  The  loan  havhig  been  raised  by  private  contract  and  not  . 
by  open  com;  etition,  was  severely  censured  ;  the  terms  were  alleged 
to  be,  at  least  five  per  cent,  more  favorable  to  the  contractors-  than 
was  necfssary.  In  furnishing  the  requisite  force  for  the  current  year, 
gieatl}  surpassing  the  deuiands  of  former  exigencies,  itv.-as  necessary 
to  consider  the  nust  speedy  and  effectual  means  for  levying  soldiers 
and  sailors.  On  the  2d  of  Feb.  Mr.  Pitt  proposed  a  new  plan  for 
manning  the  navy.  He  prefaced  it  by  saying,  there  was  only  one 
geiieral  consideration  to  v.'hicli  he  should  call  tlieir  attention  in  the 
outset  of  the  business.  All  had  expressed,  and  lie  trusted  sincerely 
felt,  the  necessity  of  great  and  unusual  burdens,  in  order  to  meet  the 
scale  of  exertion  \vhicli  it  was  incumbent  upc;n  the  country  to  miake 
in  the  present  crisis.  He  trusted,  that  in  the  present  instance,  instead 
of  attempts  being  made  to  throw  tlie  burden  upon  one  particular 
class,  instead  of  jealousy  being  produced  between  interests  mistakenly 
considered  as  opjjosite,  all  classes  of  the  community  would  cheerfully 
unite  to  examine  what  was  the  proportion  Vvliich  each  could  afibrd  to 
bear,  and  in  what  manner  the  exertions  of  the  country  could  be  most 
effectually  called'  forth.  In  proposing  the  means  by  which  the  plan 
now  before  the  com.mitlee  miglit  best  be  carried  into  effect,  he  miist 
necessarily  look  to  the  principal  sources  of  the  national  force.  Tlic 
principal  of  these  undoubtedly  v/as  the  trade.  He  sl^ould  look  to 
the  mercantile  marine— first,  as  it  was  the  quarter  best  qualified  to 
supply  the  exertions  which  were  now  called  for;  and  secondly,  be- 
cause so  far  as  there  v/as  a  separate  hiterest.  nor-e  were  more  inter- 
ested than  the  ship-owners  and  merchants,  that  the  country  should  be 
able  to  meet  the  naval  force  of  the  enemy,  to  maintain  its  superiority 
by  sea,  and  to  supply  adequate  convoys  llie  total  of  the  shipj)ing  of 
Scotland  and  England  employed  100,000  u-en,  and  that  the  proper- 
lion  of  men  to  the  tonnage,  Vv'HS  about  one  man  for  e-ery  four; ten 
tons.  He  proposed  to  tak.;  about  one  seaman  out  of  every  scvcii  wlio 
were  emph)yed;  though  indeed  it  was  not  n.ecessary  lliut  tlity  should 
be  able  men,  as  he  would  put  an  alternative,  tliat  the  ship-owners,  ii 
they  were  so  disposed,  miglit,  instead  of  one  seaman,  provide  tv,o 
landsmen  ;  this  was  accomplished  accordir:g  to  the  tonnage.  He 
computed  tliat  the  whole  nuniber  of  men  obtair.ed  in  this  vriy  might 
amount  to  between  eighteen  and  twenty  thousand  ;  it  was  his  iiixen- 
tion  also  to  call  upon  the  country  for  some  supply  of  landsmen  for 
the  service  of  tl;c  navy.     This  supply  he  meaat  to  raise  according 
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to  the  number  of  parishes  in  the  kingxlom,  and  reckoning-  one  man 
for  the  proportion,  it  irj^ht  produce  a  force  of  about  xn  thousand 
men.  The  way  in  which  he  meant  to  ascertain  t!ie  number,  was  by 
a  list  of  tlie  inliabited  houses,  not  exempted  from  taxes.  Tiie  mode 
of  distributing  the  proportion,  and  of  arrang-ing'  the  means  by  which 
it  was  to  be  raised,  he  would  leave  to  the  justices  of  t'le  peace,  at  a 
special  sessions  to  be  held  for  the  purpose,  providincj  only  tJiat  a. 
larg-er  sum  than  should  be  adequate  to  the  bounty  g-iven  to  volun- 
teers, should  be  levied  upo;i  any  parish  which  should  be  a  defaulter  ; 
he  also  privileged  a  certam  number  of  men  out  of  those  wiio  were 
employed  in  the  inland  navig-atioUjOn  navig-.f.ble  rivers  and  canals. 
After  a  few  modifications  the  bill  passed  into  a  law. 

The  preparations  for  the  ensuing-  campaign,  early  in  the  session 
came  under  consideration.  The  emperor  had  signified  his  earnest 
inclination  to  make  the  most  vigorous  efforts  against  the  common 
enemy,  but  intimated  the  necessity  of  pecuniary  assistance,  in  a  loan 
of  four  mdlions,  on  the  credit  of  the  revenues,  winch  arose  from  his 
hereditary  dominions  ;  tliis  would  enable  iiini  to  bring  two  hundred 
thousand  men  into  the  field.  His  Britannic  majesty  expressed  his 
wish  that  the  emperor  should  not  only  receive  the  desired  supply, 
but  also,  that  by  means  of  a  similar  loan  to  a  g-reater  extent,  he  might 
be  enabled  to  employ  a  still  more  considerable  force  ;  a  message  to 
that  effect  was,  on  the  4th  of  Feb.  1795,  delivered  to  the  house.  Mr, 
Pitt  made  a  motion  for  the  loan  required  :  in  discussing-  this  propo- 
sition, he  said,  there  were  thi-ee  points  to  be  considered  ;  1st.  tlie 
utility  of  the  co-operation  of  Austria;  2d.  the  security  for  the  pe'i'- 
formance  of  the  stipulations  ;  and  3d,  ^\■llether  the  risk  of  the  loan  it- 
self was  greater  than  the  probable  advantage  to  be  derived  from  the 
measure.  We  ought  to  consider  the  enemy  with  wliom  VvC  had  to 
contend  ;  an  enemy  powerful  in  men  and  resoui-ces.  If  he  was  asked, 
where  was  the  m.oney  to  combat  their  resources  ?  "Where  was  the 
land  force  to  encounter  their  requisition  ?  Wiiere  was  the  navy  to 
maintain  its  superiority  on  the  sea?  Such  was  the  proud  situation  of 
this  happy  island,  that  all  these  were  to  be  foimd  in  Great  Britain. 
If  there  was  any  dencienc}",  it  was  in  the  number  of  our  hind  forces. 
It  was  necessary,  tlierefore,  that  for  tlicse  we  should  look  to  some 
great  power  on  the  continent;  and  to  whom  could  we  look  but  ti;>. 
the  emperor  ?  Both  from  the  extensive  means  winch  he  possessed, 
from  his  localsituation,  from  the  military  character  of  his  subjects, 
and  from  his  interest  in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  contest.  But 
he  did  not  merely  rest  upon  this  argument,  arising  out  of  the  general 
situation  of  Europe.  It  >vas  an  object  of  p,olicy  to  increase  our  f„rce, 
wiien  considei-ed  as  acti;ig  upon  our  enemy  in  another  mc  rie.  For 
what  he  was  now  to  mention  with  respect  to  the  situation  of  France, 
he  had  the  admissions  of  ])ersons  wlio  could  not  he  suspected  of 
giving  an  unfavorable  statement.  He  IkicI  the  admission  of  Tallieu 
himself,  corroborated  by  several  other  conniiissioncrs  aVid  mcnibci  s 
of  the  con\-ention,  that  the  internal  jn-cssure  (if  France  was  such,  tli  il 
it  could  not  long  I>e  supported,  unless  the  inunensc  !V'.:;ss  of  paper 
currency  was  reduced  Thci-e  cxi-sccd  no  w.-^y  cS  ciinri;:i.Miing'  this 
njass,  but  l>v   a  diniini'tirsi  of  ti.cir  c>;;x-r;cr:-,.   ;.-,:d  ilu:::C  c.\';c']:ce.^ 
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could  not  be  lessened  unless  t]je'r  forces  were  reduced.  It  was  ne- 
cessary therefore,  thrd  we  should  keep  them  up  to  tlje  same  scale  of 
exertions,  which  must  xdtimately  be  fatal  to  their  resources  ;  and 
by  bringing-  into  the  field  a  force  equal  to  any  which  they  could  pos- 
sibly supply,  covniteract  tl>eir  professed  object,  to  make  peace  with 
some  countries;  in  order  tiiat  with  a  reduced  establishment  they  might 
more  successfully  carry  on  tiie  war  ag-ainst  others.  The  qr.estion  was, 
whetlier  we  woifld  be  parlies  to  their  scheme  of  policy,  by  allowing- 
the  emperor  to  withdraw  his  force  for  the  v.ant  of  pecuniary  assist* 
ance.  It  was  with  the  wisli  to  pursue  the  war  ag-ainst  this  country 
with  unabated  rancour,  that  they  desired  peace  v/ith  the  other  powers 
of  the  confederacy.  This  arg-ument  brought  him  to  the  third  point — 
the  preservation  of  our  naval  superiority;  and  hei'e  Mr.  Pitt  con- 
tended that  this  won.ld  be  best  pursued  b}"  directing  the  attention  of 
the  enemy  from  riis  marine,  to  vdiich  end  the  measure  proposed 
would  im_mediately  tend.  He  said,  that  the  earnestness  of  the  em- 
peror to  conclude  this  loan  had  afforded  full  proof  of  his  sincerity  in 
the  cause;  and  that  the  advantage  likely  to  result  from  the  present 
measure  Vv^as  such  as  greatly  to  overbalance  any  risic  with  which  it 
might  be  attejided,  v,'as  the  clearest  proposition  that  had  ever  pre- 
sented itself  to  his  mind. 

On  the  2ith  of  Marcli,  Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  tlie  house  of  com- 
mons should  resolve  itself  into  a  committee,  to  enquire  into  the  state 
of  the  nation  ;  if,  he  said,  v,"hen  the  public  mind  was  evidently  ch.an- 
ged,  the  house  should  continue  to  repose  a  blind  confidence  in  minis- 
ters, to  impose  new  bui-dens  on  the  people,  not  only  without  requiring 
them  to  negociate,  but  even  without  dem.anding  of  them  any  account 
of  tlie  blood  and  treasure  they  had  squandered,  great  advantage  must 
be  given  to  wlioevcr  wished  to  disseminate  dissatisfaction.  England 
must,  it  was  manifest,  sustain  the  whole  weight  of  the  war.  Mr. 
Fox  again  insisted,  in  t'.ie  strongest  terms,  upon  the  propriety  and 
necessity  of  a  specific  avowal  of  the  object  of  the  war.  Ministers  had 
so  shufRed  and  trimmed  between  different  systems — tliey  had  dealt 
out  tlicir  declarations  and  professions  in  su.ch  ambiguous  language, 
that  they  had  lost  all  claim  and  title  to  confidence;  lie  then  adverted 
to  the  condition  of  Ireland,  the  irritated  stale  of  wliich  was  to  be  as- 
cribed, according  to  every  appearance,  to  tlie  misconduct  of  ministers. 
Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  on  tlie  different  topics  introduced  in  the  speech  of 
the  riglit  honorable  gentleman,  lie  wouid  briefly  call  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  tlie  only  true  point  of  tlse  motion  which  had  just  been 
made,  which  was  the  reierenceto  the  p.resent  situation  of  a  sister  king- 
dom, the  other  topics  were  merely  a  i-epctition  of  all  that  hiad  been 
so  frcqiiently  advanced;  what  he  had  rested  upon  as  a  separate  and 
substantial  ground  of  inquiry  was  the  state  of  politics  in  that  sii-ter 
kingdom.  Hov/ever  his  speech  might  liave  assumed  the  sliape  of  an 
elaborate  and  able  discussion  of  the  past  and  present  situation  of  the 
coujitry,  it  was  evident  that  it  was  brought  forward  witli  a  view  to 
the  diffioulty  and  embarrassment  of  the  particular  crisis.  He  would 
not  deny  that  in  wluat  had  happened  there  was  much  wliicli  he  had 
to  regret ;  but  he  would  ventm-e  boldly  to  state,  for  himself  and  iiis 
rol'eagues,  tliat  if  any  cmbarrassmerit  had  arisen  in  IrelaiKl.  it  did  not 
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])roceed  from  any  declaration  sanctioned  by  them,  committin:^  his 
majesty's  g-overiiment  in  that  country.  He  would  not  now  enter 
into  the  question,  wliether  any  bhime  was  attached  to  the  respectable 
[Jcrson  at  the  head  of  the  g-overnment.  He  had  only  thought  neces- 
sary to  make  an  assertionin  justice  to  himself  and  his  colleagues,  which 
-he  would  defy,  at  any  future  period,  to  be  disproved.  What  was  the 
object  of  tliis  motion  but  to  coup.ten.tnce  discontent  under  pre- 
text of  lamenting  it,  and  to]5roduce  danger  by  tlie  very  means  recom- 
mended for  ])recaution.  I'he  dift^erent  grounds  stated  bj^  tlie  i-ight 
.honorable  gentleman  as  proper  grounds  of  inquiry,  compreliended  ti:ie 
tjuestion  of  resources,  population,  revenue,  foreign  coiinexions,  the 
objects  of  tlie  war,  and  the  means  by  wliich  it  Vv\as  to  be  prosecuted. 
There  was  no  point,  political,  finrxsicial,  commercial,  and  almost  specu- 
lative, tliat  related  to  the  state  of  the  country,  w'lich  the  right  honor- 
able gentleman,  in  the  course  of  ius  speech,  Iiad  rsot  contrived  to  em- 
brace. But  he  would  a.sk  v.-]icib.er  the  house,  at  this  advanced  period 
of  the  session,  and  afier  the  x-epeated  .leclarations  wircli  triey  had 
made  with  respect  to  the  ir  views,  vrere  in  a  proper  sitnalion  to  be  re- 
quired to  enter  into  an  inquiry  vvlucli  no  length  oi'sessi'Mi,  and  no  ac- 
curacy of  Investigation  c'.>'.iM  enable  tliem  to  overtake.  Oric  unfor- 
tunate singularity  wiiicii  attended  the  present  motion,  was  that  the 
house  had  already  determ^ined  on  tliese  very  questions,  with  respect 
to  which  it  v/as  proposed  to  institute  an  inquiry.  The  first  gromid 
on  v/hich  the  right  honorable  gentleman  proposed  to  enter  into  a 
committee  of  inquiry,  is  in  order  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the  finances 
of  the  country  -,  that  it  is  already  ascertained  by  the  vote  of  the  house, 
of  a  loan  of  18  millions.  The  next  ground  which  the  right  honora- 
ble gentleman  had  stated  for  going  into  a  committee  of  inquiry,  was 
to  ascertain  how  far  the  population  of  the  country  had  decreased. — ■ 
No  man  could  look  without  regret  to  the  loss  of  those  brave  fellows, 
who  liad  nobly  fallen  in  the  cause  wliich  they  had  proved  themselves 
so  worthy  to  defend.  But  after  all,  the  diminution  of  numbers, 
which  he  had  stated,  amounted  to  only  12,000,  to  this  he  had  some- 
thing' much  stronger  to  oppose,  snd  which  no  speculative  inference 
could  be  brought  to  overturn.  At  present  the  army  was  larger  than 
it  had  ever  been  at  a  former  period,  and  the  navy  upon  a  more  respect- 
able footing  than  it  had  been  in  any  second  3'ear  of  a  v/ar.  So  far 
were  manufactures  from  being  decreased,  tliat  the  expoi't  of  last  year 
was  greater  than  it  had  been  in  aiiy  former  year,  excentingoniy  two  of 
the  most  flourishing  years  of  peace.  When  tins  was  stated  to  be  the 
case,  and  it  was  considered  that  the  army  and  navy  were  botli  at  so 
great  a  pitch — a  fact  which  had  been  mentioned  by  the  right  honora- 
ble gentleman,  and  which,  he  lamented,  was  partially  true — that  there 
v.'ere  still  manufacturers  who  were  distressed  f(jr  want  of  eniployment, 
proved  directly  the  reverse  of  his  own  arguments,  and  shewed  that 
the  country,  which  could  furnish  so  large  a  supply  of  men  both  for 
the  service  of  war  and  the  acts  of  peace,  luid  suffered  no  material  dimi- 
nution in  its  population.  The  right  honorable  gentleman  had  next 
examined  the  situation  of  the  coiuitry  witli  respect  to  its  allies.  The 
house  had  now  decided  upon  the  general  question  of  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  and  the  inquiry  proposed  was  iii  itself  endless  ;  it  could 
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tend  to  no  practical  result,  and  mig-ht  le.idto  disclosures  wliich  would 
he  attended  with  cmbiiiTassnient  and  mischief.  As  to  the  king- of 
Prussia,  he  ])ad  no  Iiesitation  to  repeat  wliat  he  had  stated  upon  a 
former  occasion,  tliat  he  had  not  adequately  performed  his  eng-age- 
^nents,  nor  acted  in  such  a  manner  as  this  country  had  a  riglit  to  ex- 
pect. The  question  was,  whether,  in  consequence  of  this  particular 
failure,  we  were  to  depart  from  any  general  system,  and  because  in  one 
instance  we  had  been  disappointed,  renouiice  ail  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  alliances  with  other  powers.  The  right  honorable  gentleman 
(lien  came  to  tiie  consideration  of  tliat  often  disputed  point,  namely, 
ihe  obiect  of  the  war.  Upon,  this  subject  he  would  not  have  intru- 
ded one  single  word  upon  the  house,  had  it  not  been  that  tlie  right 
honorable  gentleman  had,  in  some  degree  shifted  his  g-roinid.  He 
(Mr.  Fox)  liad  stated,  that  Tnere  were  two  lines  of  conduct  which 
ministers  n'ight  have  adopted  in  tl)c  commencement  of  the  war  ;  each 
of  these  modes  of  conduct  was  atten.ded  by  their  respective  advantages 
and  disadvantag-es  ;  but  both  of  then">  he  affirmed  to  be  preferable  to 
the  line  of  conduct  adopted  by  his  majesty's  ministers.  1  he  first  of 
diese  modes  was,  by  carrying  on  v.'hat  he  called  a  war  against  France  ; 
naniely,  to  confine  the  exertions  of  this  country  simply  to  protect  our 
sillies,  and  to  revenge  the  insults  ofteredto  us,  without,  in  any  manner 
whatever,  interfering-  in  the  internal  commotions  which  might  pre- 
vail in  France.  The  other  mode  suggested,  was  tliat  of  carrying  on  a 
t;-ar  for  Fraiice,  thus  openly  to  avow  that  our  efforts  were  directed  to 
the  formation  of  a  regular  g-overnment  in  France,  and  that  our  con- 
quests were  only  made  in  trust  fin'  Louis  XYIL  The  rig-ht  honora- 
ble gentleman  had  this  night  abandoned  all  his  old  arguments,  for 
he  formerly  used  to  contend  that  we  could  not  interfere  at  all  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  France  without  violating  every  principle  of 
justice  and  of  the  law  of  nations,  but  now  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  admits,  that  it  would  have  been  proper  to  have  carried  on 
ihe  war  expressly  for  the  restoration  of  monarchy  in  France.  With 
all  possible  respect  for  the  I'ight  honorable  gentleman's  judgment, 
he  thought  that  his  miijesty's  ministers  had  conducted  the  war  upon 
))rinciples  more  consonant  to  good  sense  and  policy,  than  either  of 
the  systems  stated  by  that  gentleman.  They  had  entered  into  a  war 
for  the  defence  of  this  country,  and  for  the  ])rotection  of  our  allies, 
m  the  prosecution  of  which  they  did  not  by  any  specific  declarations, 
■c*.s  to  the  internal  situation  of  France,  prevent  themselves  from 
taking  every  possible  advantage  of  any  fiivourable  occurrence? 
which  might  happen  in  France.  Nor  did  they  state  that  the 
icstoration  of  monarchy,  or  any  particular  form  of  government 
hi  France,  was  a  sine  qua  non,  without  which  they  would  not 
make  peace.  This  was  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  ministers — 
this  was  t'ae  conduct  whicli  had  frecjuently  been  explained  to,  and 
had  as  often  received  the  approbation  of  the  house  of  com- 
mons. Upon  one  point  only  he  would  detain  the  house  for  a  few 
moments,  and  that  was  in  reply  to  the  charge  made  by  the  right  hon^. 
gentleman,  of  the  want  of  attention  in  the  admiralty  to  protect  the 
trade  of  Great  Britain.  The  charge  was  partly  founded  upon  the  in- 
crease  in  the  price  of  insurance.     It  was  true  that  from  some  causes 
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tlie  price  of  insurance  had  increased,  but  tliere  were  many  circum- 
stances to  be  taken  into  consideration  upon  this  subject.  The  great 
and  unexampled  extent  of  our  commerce,  which  he  had  shewn  in  the 
former  part  of  his  speech  ;  the  ab-nost  total  annihilation  of  the  com- 
merce of  France,  which  led  lier  to  turn  her  attention  to  the  equipment 
of  privateers  to  plunder  our  trade,  which  swarmed  in  every  sea.  lu 
these  circumstances  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  should  have 
made  several  captures  of  our  merchantmen,  which,  however,  he  still 
affirmed  to  be  not  more  numerous  than  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  our  trade  ;  upon  the  whole,  the  question  for  the  consideration  of 
the  house  was,  whether  or  not  they  were  to  retract  all  the  opinions 
which  they  had  so  often  and  so  solemnly  pronounced  ;  and  whether 
they  would  employ  concession  and  submission  as  the  most  likely 
means  to  obtain  an  honourable,  a  secure  ai\d  a  lasting  peace.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  attempted,  in  the  course  of  his  speech,  to 
confound  every  question  of  danger  to  be  appreiiended  from  the  suc- 
cess of  the  French,  and  to  confound  all  regular  government  with  the 
enemies  of  liberty.  He  had  with  the  same  anxiety,  endeavoured  to 
palliate  all  the  excesses  of  the  French,  by  calling  them  an  enthusiasm 
in  the  cause  of  freedom.  Entertaining  such  sentiments  as  these,  it 
was  natural  for  that  right  hon.  geiitleman  to  forget  all  our  advantages, 
whil  he  remembered  and  often  exaggerated  our  misfortunes.  The 
chancellor  concluded  this  argumeuiative  speech  witli  declaririg,  that 
although  mmistry  were  prepared  and  willing  to  meet  every  inquiry 
into  their  conduct,  he  should  move  "  that  the  house  do  adjourn." — 
The  ayes  were  219,  the  noes  63. 

His  royal  hig-hness  the  Prince  of  Wales's  marriage  v/ith  the 
dauglitcr  of  tlie  Duke  of  Brunswick  had  novv  taken  place.*  In 
consequence  of  a  message  from  the  king,  stating  the  reliance  of  his 
r.iajesiy  upon  tne  generosity  of  the  house  to  enable  him  to  settle  an 
establishment  upon  the  prince  and  princess,  suited  to  their  rank,  and 
to  relieve  him  from  his  present  incumbrances,  the  house  v/ent  on  the 
4th  of  May  into  a  committee  on  this  subject.  Mr.  Pitt  declared  that 
it  was  not  his  majesty's  intention  to  require  a  specific  sum  for  tiie  dis- 
charge  of  the  debts  of  his  royal  highness,  but  to  set  apart  a  certahi  por- 
tion of  that  in.come  which  might  be  granted  by  the  liberality  of  par- 
liament. The  debts  were  stated  by  Mr.  Pitt  at  between  six  and  seven 
hundred  thousand  pounds.  He  ti\erefore  proposed  that  the  revenue 
of  his  royal  highness  should  be  125,000^.  that  the  jointure  of  the 
princess  should  be  50,000/^.  per  annum,  and  that  the  proportion  of 
the  prince's  income  appropriated  for  the  pay;r.ent  of  his  debts  should 
be  vested  in  the  hands  of  commissioners.  And  in  order  that  effectual 
provision  might  be  made  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  any  such  claim 
in  future,  he  recommended  that  no  arrear  should,  on  any  pretence,  go 
beyond  the  quarter.  These  propositions  were  tiually  acceded  to  by  the 
house.  Irish  affairs  at  this  season  were  extremely  interesting.  When 
Earl  Fitzwilliam  accepted  the  viceroyalty,  as  he  afterwards  declared, 
he  had  been  authorized  to  complete  the  catholic  emancipation  ;  and  as 

*  It  was,  h  .wever.  w-'ll  undei  stood  that  the  prince  acceded  to  this  alliance  with 
much  ieluct..nce — his  attachment  to  the  accoinpliahed  Mis-  l-itzheroe  t  witii  wh">m 
the  ma  liage  ceremi  ny  though  hiv.  I'u  oy  law.  had  undoubtedly  passed^  liaving 
8ii(feredno  duuiuutioij.— B'.'l;h.im's  hist,  of  Geo»  III.  \mI.  ^,  eJit.  of  i8oi. 
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soon  as  he  entered  upon  his  office,  he  had  prepared  to  put  this  mea- 
sure into  execution.  The  cliief  members  of  the  Irish  ministry  at  this 
time  were  the  Beresforu  party,  always  inimical  to  the  encouragement 
of  catholics.  Lord  Fitzwilliam  dismissed  from  then'  offices  some  of 
these  persons,  and  chose,  in  their  place,  otl.ers  favourable  to  the  griind 
system  wliich  he  had  in  view.  The  steps  for  accelerating  the  catholic 
emancipation  passed  without  animadversion  from  tiie  English  mini- 
stry ;  but  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Beresford  and  his  adherents  gave  great 
offence  to  tlie  cabinet  of  London.  Lord  Fitzwilliam  refusing  to 
change  his  arrangement,  he  was  recalled,  and  Lord  Cam.den  was  ap- 
pointed his  successor.  Lord  Fitzwilliam  arrived  in  Britain,  made  his 
appearance  in  parliament,  challenged  ministers  to  prove,  that  his 
measures  deserved  tiie  blame  which  their  conduct  intimated,  and  de- 
manded an  inquiry.  Ministers  contended  that  no  blauie  was  attached 
to  Lord  Fitzwilliam,  and  therefore  no  inquiry  was  necessary  for  his 
vindication  ;  and  that  there  were  reasons  of  state  which  rendered  the 
discussion  altogether  improper  :  the  motions  in  the  respective  houses 
for  an  inquiry  \\  ere  negatived.  Mr.  Wilberforce  made  another  inef- 
fectud  ellort  this  session  to  abolish  the  slave  trade  in  whicli  be  was 
seconded  by  Mr.  Pitt.  The  West-India  merchants  received  a  vote  of 
relief,  Mr.  Hastings's  acquittal  also  took  place  about  this  period. 
Such  were  the  principal  events,  and  the  session  closed  on  the  2rth  of 
June. 

Thougli  the  republican  arms  had  received  a  check  in  Germa- 
ny, the  effects  of  the  former  successes  now  became  visible  The 
gratid  Duke  of  Tuscany  and  the  king  of  Sweden  acknowledged  the 
French  republic  ;  the  king  of  Prussia  abandoned  the  coalition,  and. 
concluded  peace.  Spain  had  been  compelled  to  the  same  measure. 
The  disasterous  expedition  to  Quiberon,  (very  generally  attributed  to 
Mr.  Windham)  in  aid  of  the  royalists,  had  taken  place.  The  English 
fleets  however,  on  the  other  hand,  were  successful  under  Admirals 
Bridport  and  Hotham,  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  reduced  by 
Admiral  Elphinstone.  Bonaparte  had  now  begun  to  attract  the  notice 
of  his  countrymen.  In  Great  Britain  many  who  had  approved  the 
war  bega.n  to  abate  f  their  support  from  its  duratis-n.  Tiie  scarcity 
ind  deariiess  of  provisions  tended  also  to  excite  discontents.  Meet- 
ings for  the  pr.rposes  of  political  discussion  were  frequent,  and  the 
societies  redoubled  their  activity  ;  these  circumstances  induced  the 
fcing  to  assemble  jmrliament  on  the  29ih  of  October.  In  his  way 
to  tiie  house  of  lords,  through  the  park,  his  coach  was  surrounded  by 
persons  of  all  descriptions,  demanding'  peace,  and  the  dismission  of 
Mr.  Pitt,  Some  voices  were  even  heard,  exclaiming  "  no  king,"  and 
stones  were  thrown  at  the  state  coach  as  it  drew  near  to  the  horse 
guards.  In  pass,ing  through  palace-yard,  one  of  the  windows  was 
ijroken,  it  was  said,  by  a  bullet  discharged  from  an  air  gun.  Every 
loyal  and  patriotic  Britain  felt  with  indignation  the  unmerited 
insult  offei-ed  to  his  sovereign.  A  proclamation  was  published, 
offering  a  large  peeuniary  reward  for  the  discovery  of  the  perpetra- 
tors. The  Sjjeechfrom  the  throne  was,  in  the  mean  time  allowed  to 
be  as  appropriate,  as  any  that  had  been  delivered  since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  It  mentioned  the  disapj)ointment  of  tiie  French  in 
their  attempts  m  Germany,  and  the  internal  difficulties  under  which 
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they  continued  to  Labor.  Their  present  situation  afforded  a  well 
founded  presumption,  that  they  would  listen  to  equitable  and  mode- 
rate terms  of  peace.  In  order  to  obtain  such  terms,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  sliew  that  Great  Britain  was  able  to  maintain  the  con- 
te:>t  till  sucii  a  peace  ensued,  as  accorded  with  its  dignity  and  interest. 
The  address  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Fox,  who  concluded  a  speech 
made  up  of  tlie  old  ar^^uments,  with  moving-  that  such  conditions  of 
peace  might  be  oftered  to  the  French  as  were  consistent  with  the 
safety  and  disunity  of  Great  Britain.  The  very  recent  agitation  of  this 
question  left  but  little  new  matter  for  either  side ;  we  shall  therefore 
only  state  that  Mr.  Fox's  motion  was  neg-atived  by  240  to  59.  To  se- 
cure his  majesty  against  future  attempts,  bills  were  introduced  into 
both  houses.  In  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  9th  of  Nov.  Mr. 
Pitt  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  niore  effectually  pre- 
venting seditious  assemblies.  Mr.  P.  prefaced  his  motion  in  a  short 
speech,  in  which  he  said  no  man  could  have  a  doubt  that  the  right 
to  give  his  opinion  on  public  affairs,  and  to  discuss  the  propriety  of 
pubUc  measures  of  the  legislature,  was  an  inherent  right  of  every 
man  in  this  country,  and  he  should  be  sorry  to  say  any  thing  from  a 
momentary  pressure,  however  strong,  against  the  constitutional  privi- 
lege of  meeting  and  discussing  public  measures,  and  forming  petitions 
to  the  legislature;  but  on  the  other  hand,  if  at  meetings  of  this  kind, 
instead  of  stating  real  grievances,  the  people  vv'ere  excited  to  rebel- 
lion ;  if  instead  of  favoring  the  principle  of  freedom,  the  verv  founda- 
tion of  it  was  to  be  destroyed,  and  with  it  the  happiness  of  the  people, 
it  was  high  time  for  the  legislature  to  interpose  with  its  authority. 
The  bill  j-roposed  that  all  assemblies  exceeding  fifty  in  number,  and 
not  already  recognized  by  law,  if  ctmvened  for  addressing  the  king 
or  parliament,  wfth  the  view  or  on  the  pretext  of  considering  griev- 
ances,  or  pn)curing  an  alteration  in  church  or  state,  should  be  de- 
clared imlawful,  and  liable  to  dispersion  by  a  magistrate,  after  read- 
ing a  specific  proclamation ;  unless  the  assembly  were  collected  by  a 
public  advertisement,  signed  by  seven  resident  householders,  and  a 
true  copy  of  it,  subscrrotd  by"  them,  were  left  with  the  pubhsher, 
who,  under  a  penalty  of  hfty  pounds,  must  deliver  it  to  any  justice 
of  the  pe  ..ce  by  whom  it  should  be  demanded.  It  farther  provided, 
tliat  ciiaobedience  for  more  than  (>ne  hour  to  the  magistrate's  order 
to  disperse,  should  subject  auv  individui  1  of  a  number  above  twelve, 
to  the  punishmicnt  of  death ;  and  even  an  assembly  held  by  regular 
advertisement,  in  the  same  msnner,  and  wiih  the  same  risk  to  the 
disobedient,  might  be  dispersed,  if  any  measure  subversive  of  the 
constitution,  or  tendir.g  to  incite  the  people  to  hatred,  or  dislike,  or 
contempt  of  the  royal 'family,  or  of  the  parliament,  were  proposed. 
To  prevent  certain  political  lecturers  from  gaming  a  livelihood,^  by 
preaching  sedition,  a  house  opened  for  any  political  discussion,  with- 
out a  licence,  was  to  incur  a  penalty  of  a  hvinclred  iioimds. Mr, 

Fox  reprobated  this  measure  m  a  very  eloquent  and  warm  speech; 
he  contended  that  the  existing  laws  npr.n  the  subject  were  adequate 
to  every  c;-nstitutional  purpose.  Wlsy  do  not  ministers,  said  he,  at 
once  declare,  in  a  manly  way,  that  a  fre^  constitution  is  no  longer 
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suitable  to  this  country,  and  that  arguing'  upon  a  pbilosoplucal  view 
of  the  complexion  of  the  times  and  the  events  which  iiave  recently 
taken  place  in  Europe,  that  a  chang-e  in  tlic  principles  of  tlie  g-overn- 
ment  is  become  expedient?  Why  do  they  not  at  once  imitate  the 
example  of  Denmark  in  the  last  century,  and  from  principles  of  con- 
venience, surrender  their  free  form  of  government  into  the  hands  of 
an  arbitrary  monarcb,  and  not  thus  mock  the  understanding-,  and 
insult  the  fceling-s  of  the  people  of  this  country  Various  petitions 
ag"ainst  tlie  bill  were  presented  to  the  house,  and  addresses  also  in  its 
favor  ;  at  leng-th  it  passed  into  a  law.  These  acts  tended  greatly  to 
siiake  the  popularity  of  Mr.  Pitt  throughout  the  kingdom.  How- 
ever efficient  tiiey  might  be  for  remedying  the  s])ecilic  evils  that  pre- 

«vailed,  yet  even  many  friends  of  government  thought  tliey  did  much 
more  than  the  necessity  of  tlie  case  justified.  The  restrictions  upon 
tlie  press,  imposed  by  the  same  act,  were  deemed  to  admit  also  too 
much  latitude  of  construction,  and  to  enchain  the  freedom  of  the 
press.  Mr.  Pitt  is  nevertheless  accused  of  having  laid  too  little  stress 
on  literary  efficacy. 

During  these  parliamentary  agitations,  the  houses  were  not  un- 
mindful of  the  critical  state  of  the  country,  through  the  alarming- 
scarcity  of  corn  that  had  prevailed  for  sometime  On  lite  second  day 
of  the  session,  Mr.  Pitt  moved  that  the  bill  allowing-  the  importation 
of  corn,  duty  free,  sliould  be  extended  to  another  year.  He  propo- 
sed at  tlie  same  time  several  regulations  relating  to  the  sale  of  fiour, 
and  the  making  of  bread.  After  a  long  discussion  of  the  causes  of 
the  scarcity,  tiiey  were  found  to  be  of  so  complicated  a  nature,  tliat 
it  proved  difficult  to  remove  them.  A  bill  was  ho>xever  brought  ih 
to  prohibit  the  manufacture  of  starch  from  wheat  and  other  grain  ;  to 
lower  the  duties  on  its  importation,  to  prevent  tlie  distilling  from  it, 
and  all  obstructions  to  its  free  transportation  througli  every  ]^cv\  of 
the  kingdom.  A  bounty  for  importation  was  also  agi'ced  upon  The 
hardships  incident  to  labourers,  tradcsnien  and  manufacturers  v.ere^ 
on  the  27th  of  Nov.  brought  before  the  consideration  of  the  house  by 
Mr.  Whitbread.  Mr.  Pitt  was  of  opinion,  that  in  a  matter  of  this  ' 
kind  the  operation  of  general  principles  ought  to  be  attended  to,  pre- 
ferably to  uncertain  and  precarious  remedies.  It  was  dav.gerous  to 
interfere,  by  regulation,  in  the  intercourse  between  individuals  en- 
g'aged  in  the  various  business  of  society.  Many  of  the  distresses 
complained  of,  originated  from  the  abuses  that  had  crept  into  tlie 
execution  of  the  laws  relating  to  the  poor,  which  recpiired  much 
amendment.  They  did  not  sufficiently  discriminate  betv  een  tlie  un- 
fortunate and  the  idle  and  dissipated.  All  application  f'V  relief 
should  be  founded  upon  unavoidable  misfortune,  and  if  possible,  tlie 
relief  should  consist  of  emplo}  ment,  which  would  not  only  beneht 
the  individual  applying,  but  the  community  itself,  by  an  iiicrease  of 
labour  and  industry  to  the  common  stock.  He  recomm.ended  the  in- 
stitution of  friendly  societies  After  an  elaborate  discussion  of  this 
subject,  Mr.  Whitbi'ead's  motion  was  iiegati\ed. 

On  the  7th  of  Dec.  Mr.  Pitt  laid  before  tiie  house  an  estimate  of 
t.lie  expences  of  the  approaching  year.  They  amoi.nicd  to  2"/  ,500,000/, 

,  iricluding  a  loan  of  18,000;,000/.     He  gave  a  very  favorable  account 


A.     1796.  WILLIAM     PITT.  69 

of  many  branches  of  tlie  revenue,  particularly  of  the  permanent  taxes, 
Avhich  he  stated  to  be  adequately  productive  to  the  extent  of  the 
sums  expected  from  them.  The  interest  of  the  loan  would  amount 
to  1,112,000/  for  the  payment  of  which,  he  would  propose  the 
following-  taxes  ; — 2  per  cent,  on  all  legacies  above  a  certain  extent 
to  the  first  collaterals  :  he  next  proposed  10  per  cent,  on  the  already 
assessed  taxes,  one  pound  upon  every  horse  kept  for  pleasure,  two 
shilling's  on  every  horse  kept  for  labour,  an  additional  tax  on  tobacco 
and  on  printed  linens,  a  duty  upon  salt,  and  the  reduction  of  the 
drawback  on  suj^ar  ;  the  total  of  these  would  amount  to  1,127,000/. 
which  was  more  than.sufiicient  for  the  proposed  interest.  Mr.  Pitt 
took  particular  notice,  at  the  same  time,  that  in  the  fom-th  year  of  a 
most  expensive  war,  such  was  the  prosperity  and  opulence  of  this 
country,  that  it  was  able  to  command  the  immense  loan  in  question, 
at  no  more  than  4  1-2  per  cent.  He  also  assigned  the  reason  for  his 
raising-  it  without  having  recourse  to  his  usual  method  of  competi- 
tion, Vv  liich  was,  that  the  persons  concerned  in  procuring'  the  last 
loan,  had  not  yet  received  the  latter  instalments  due  to  them  upon  it. 
This  assertion  g-ave  birth  to  much  censure.  The  point,  at  which 
they  chiefly  aimed,  was  to  prove  that  Mr.  P.  had  acted  erroneously, 
in  putting  the  business  of  the  loan  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Boyd. 
This  was  represented  in  many  of  fne  circumBtances,  as  unwarrantable 
and  corrupt.  On  the  26th  of  Feb.  1796,  the  question  was  agitated  in 
the  view  to  exculpate  Mr.  Pitt,  and  resolutions  to  that  effect  were 
moved  by  Mr.  Douglas.  Mr.  P.  said  in  his  vindication,  it  cannot 
be  supposed,  that  from  any  recent  declarations  which  have  been 
made  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  exculpating  me  from  all  charge 
of  personal  corruption,  that  I  should  have  forgotten  that  it  was 
broadly  stated  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who  moved  for  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry,  that  there  was'  ground  for  suspicion,  that  the 
distribution  of  the  loan  had  been  employed  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
rupt influence.  If  such  declarations  were  rash  and  unguarded,  and 
if  they  are  now  retracted  as  unjust  and  unfounded,  I  certainly  have 
Veason  to  rejoice  in^the  pi'ogress  which  has  been  made  in  consequence 
of  the  sober  investigation  of  a  committee  towards  a  decision  so  much 
more  grateful  to  mv  character  and  feelings.  But  at  the  same  time  I 
cannot  help  remarking,  that  while  the  ground  on  v/hich  the  inquiry 
was  originally  brought  forward,  "  that  the  loan  had  been  emph)yed 
as  the  means  of  corrupt  and  pernicious  influence,"  is  now  professed 
to  be  abandoned  ;  it  seems  to  be  but  half  retracted  by  the  honorable 
mover  of  the  resolution,  and  to  be  supplied  by  ambiguous  hints  and 
fresh  insinuations.  In  every  loan  bill  parliament  inserts  a  premium 
for  the  prompt  payment  of  the  sums  subscribed,  foreseeing  that 
government  may  possibly  have  occasion  for  the  money  before  the 
instalments  become  due  in  the  regular  course.  Last  year,  though 
large  sums  were  paid  up,  still  the  public  exigencies  were  such  as  to 
render  additional  supplies  necessary,  and  the  terras  offered  were  not 
sufiiciently  tempting  to  induce  individuals  to  come  forward  with 
their  money.  Under  these  circumstances,  government  entered  into 
a  negociation  with  a  monied  house,  to  advance  such  sums  as  were 
wanted   for  the  service.      At  that  time  parliament  could  r.ot  b^. 
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convened,  and  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  neg-ociation,  it  v/as  indis- 
pensably necessary  that  it  should  be  accompanied  with  some  de.G;ree 
of  secrecy.  In  the  whole  transaction,  however,  there  was  nothing 
questionable  or  suspicious,  nothing-  unwarrantable  on  the  part  of 
government,  or  which  gave  to  Mr.  Boyd  an  exclusive  right,  far  less 
a  discretionary  power,  to  dictate  the  terms  of  a  future  loan.  So 
much  for  the  substance  of  tlie  transaction  ;  as  for  tJie  f  n-m,  it  was 
only  the  form  of  tlie  security.  It  was  only  an  engagement  on  the 
part^  of  government  to  make  good  tlie  sums  advanced  for  the  public 
service.  The  particular  manner  of  executing  it,  was  sucli  as  v.as 
dictated  by  the  necessary  regard  to  secrecv.  The  next  point  was  the 
effect  of  the  king's  message;  those  who  knew  him  best,  knew  that  it 
was  not  in  his  mind  when  the  bargain  was  made.  Besides  the  mes- 
sage, there  were  other  coUateral  causes  for  the  sudden  rise  of  the 
stocks — the  unexpected  victories  of  tlie  Austrians,  the  increasing 
distresses  of  the  enemy,  the  serene  and  tranquil  appearance  of  affairs 
at  home;  these  causes,  coujilcd  with  the  intimation,  that  .peace  only 
depended  on  the  disposition  of  tlie  enemy,  combined  to  give  that 
sudden  and  extraordinary  rise  to  the  funds  which  singly  they  would 
have  failed  to  produce.  '  After  all,  the  extent  of  the  benefit  to  the 
contractors,  and  of  tlie  loss  to  the  public,  had  been  greatly  over- 
rated. It  had  been  stated,  that  the  profit  upon  the  loan  amounted  to 
12  per  cent. — it  amounted  to  this  sum  only  for  four  days,  during 
which,  stocks  were  exceedingly  fluctuating  ;  so  that  altogether  it  did 
not  bear  this  price  for  above  a  few  hours,  and  all  the  shares  must 
have  been  disposed  of  within  these  few  hours,  a  circumstance  which 
would  have  brought  such  a  quantity  into  market,  as  must  have  oc- 
casioned a  depression  that  would  greatly  have  overbalanced  the  tem- 
porary rise.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  am  said  to  have  given 
away  a  sum  of  two  millions,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds, 
by  the  mode  of  negociating  the  present  loan.  With  this  assertion 
concludes  the  charge  against  me ;  and  with  desiring  the  house  to 
attend  to  this  assertion, "^I  conclude  my  defence. 

On  the  8th  of  December,  a  message  was  delivered  from  the  king  to 
the  house  of  commons,  informing  them  of  his  disposition  to  enter  into 
anegociation  for  peace  with  the  present  government  of  France.  Mr. 
Pitt  moved  an  addi-ess,  expressive  of  their  readiness  to  concur  in  such 
a  measure.  Mr.  Sheridan  avowed  himself  of  opinion,  that  the  inten- 
tion of  the  ministers  was  to  frustrate  the  motion  for  peace,  of  which 
Mr,  Grey  had  given  notice.  Until  the  present  opportunity,  Mr. 
Pitt  replied,  none  had  offered  to  encourage  ideas  of  peace,  which, 
however,  had  not  been  prevented  by  the  mere  existence  of  a  republic 
in  France,  but  by  a  total  absence  of  any  species  of  regidar  govern- 
ment. The  change  now  was  manifest ;  the  new  constitution  was 
contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  universal  equality  ;  the  French  had  now 
a  mixed  form  of  government,  admitting  of  distinctions  in  society ; 
and  their  legislature  was  not  constructed  on  a  pure  democracy.  This 
fully  authorized  ministry  to  consider  them  in  quite  another  light  than 
formerly  ;  but  did  not  furnish  any  pretence  for  depriving  ministers 
of  their  right  to  act  in  the  name  of  the  execu.tive  power,  without 
undue  interference. 
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The  plans  formed  by  ministry  were  so  extensive^  that  the  supplies 
already  g-ranted  not  appearing-  sufficient,  parliament  was  ag-ain  resorted 
to  for",  raising-  an  alditi  rii.i!  supply  and  the  sanction  of  anotlier  loan. 
Mr.  Pitt  was  duly  sensible  of  the  repugnance  to  so  unprecedented  a 
measure.  After'  apologising-  for  the  necessity  that  compelled  him  tp 
adopt  it,  and  expressing  his  confidence  that  the  resources  of  the  country 
would  render  it  much  lighter,  on  trial,  than  it  seemed  in  the  ap- 
prehension of  mi^.ny ;  he  proceeded  to  inform  the  house,  that 
it  was  in  some  respects,  rather  a  substitution  of  other  taxes  to  those 
that  had  been  reUnqtiished  for  tlie  ease  of  the  public,  than  the  impo- 
sition of  new  ones  ;  lie  also  stated,  that  services  unprovided  for,  and 
of  which  the  propriety  was  evident,  would  demand  the  means  of  per- 
formance. Having  v/ithdrav.n  the  tax  on  printed  Uiiens  and  cali- 
coes, he  would  now  propose  to  replace  that  deficiency  by  a  tax  upon 
dogs  and  by  another  on  hats.  To  these  tv.o  taxes  he  would  now  add 
one,  of  twenty  j;cuiids  a  ton  upon  wine,  which  would  yield  600,000/, 
with  very  little  additl  )n  of  expencc  to  the  consumer.  The  total  of  tlie 
sums  demanded  by  Mr.  Pitt  for  the  services  unprovided  for,  amount- 
ed to  two  millions  and  a  half,  and  the  annual  charge  of  interest,  and  for 
the  funding-  (-f the  unfunded  debt,  arose  to  5/6,000/.  The  loan,  which 
was  to  furnish  the  means  of  carrying  the  above  scheme  into  execu- 
tion, would  amount  to  7,500,000/.  at  the  moderate  profit  of  3/.  6s.  8d. 
per  cent,  to  the  lenders.  This,  he  observed,  was  an  incontrovertible 
proof  of  the  Mourishing'  situation  of  this  country,  of  its  surprising-  re- 
sources, and  of  tlie  confidence  reposed  in  the  ministry  by  people  of 
property.  Tliis  proposition  g-iive  rise  to  very  vrarra  replies  ;  but  it 
was  finally  nassed. 

Before  the  opening  of  the  campaign  in  1796,  the  French  had 
decreed  the  annexation  of  Belgium  to  the  territories  of  the  French  re- 
public Neg-ociations  to  detacli  certain  powers  from  the  confederacy, 
iiad  been  se't  onfoot  at  Ba.sle,  where  Mr.  Earthrlem.i  had  concludedthe 
treaty  with  Prussia.  Mr.  Wickhara,  the  British  nmbassador  to  the 
Swiss  cantons,  v/as  instructed  to  apply  to  this  gentleman,  and  to 
learn  whether  the  dh-ectory  were  desirous  to  negociate  v.'ith  Britain 
and  her  allies,  on  modertrte  and  honorable  conditions.  The  answer 
received  from  M.  Bavtiielemi,  inthe  name  of  tlie  directory,  was,  that 
it  felt  the  si.icere^t  desire  to  terminate  tjie  v.-ar  on  such  conditions  as 
France  could  reasonably  accept,  and  which  were  specified  in  the 
answer;  but  One  of  these  positively  insisted  on  the  retention  of  the 
Austrian  dominions  in  the  low  covmtries.  Tlsis  reply  expressing-  a 
decided  resolution,  not  to  part  with  their  acquisitions,  displayed  in  the 
opinion  of  the  British  minister?,  a  disposition  so  arrogant,  that  the 
negociation  was  suspersded  Both  parties  proceeded  to  open  the 
campaign.  The  insui-gents  of  La  Vendee  were  reduced — the  confe- 
derates were  repeatedly  overcome  by  Bonaparte,  v.-ho  v/as  now  ap- 
pointed to  the  cnmmand  of  the  army  in  Italy.  The  King-of  Sardina 
a".d  the  P.>pe  v/ere  forced  to  receive  peace  at  his  dictation  and 
Mantua  was  taken.  In  Germany,  indeed  the  Archduke  Ciiarles  had 
compelled  Jourdan  to  retreat,  and  the  successes  of  England  had  been 
signal.  In  the  West  Indies,  St.  Lucie  was  retaken,  and  the  insm-rcetion 
excited  by  Victor  Hughes  on  the  other  islands  quelled.     In  the  East 
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Ceylon  and  the  Dutch  settlements  surrendered,  together  with  7  ships 
of  the  line.  In  the  close  of  the  year,  the  enemy  made  his  unsuccess- 
ful attempt  on  Ireland,  but  was  compelled  to  return,  with  the  loss  of  a 
sJiip  of  the  line  and  two  frigates.  Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  when 
the  English  government  applied  for  passports,  for  the  ambassador  to 
treat  for  peace,  and  Lord  Malmesbury  was  sent  to  Paris  in  that 
character. 

The  new  parliament  met  on  the  6th  of  October,  and  his  majesty  in- 
formed the  h.'ui<5es  that  he  had  omitted  no  endeavors  for  setting  on 
foot  negociations  to  restore  jieace  to  Europe.  But  nothing,  he  ob- 
served, could  contribute  so  eflVctually  to  this  end,  as  to  manifest  that 
we  possessed  both  the  determination  and  resources  to  oppose,  with  in- 
creased activity  and  energy,  the  farther  eftorts  with  v/hich  we  might 
have  to  contend.  The  motion  for  the  address  gave  occasion  for  a 
m')st  eloquent  speech  from  ihe  chancellor  of  the  exchec^uer.  He  and 
Mr,  Fox  were  the  only  speakers.  The  latter  gentleman  did  not  op- 
pose tl.e  address,  but  he  entered  at  large  into  subjects  of  doubt  and 
complaint.  Mr.  P.  spoke  in  re])'y.  There  are  certainly  many  topics 
said  he,  on  which  the  riglit  honorable  gentleman  has  touched  in  the 
course  of  Ids  speech  in  which  I  n.)\v  differ  with  him,  as  much  as  ever 
I  differed  at  any  former  period  ;  but,  with  respect  to  the  great  and 
subbtantial  object  of  the  address,  the  propriety  of  the  conduct  em- 
ployed to  bring  about  a  solid  and  dutable  peace,  such  a  peace  as  may 
be  consistent  with  the  permanent  security  and  the  just  pretensions  of 
the  country,  there  does  not  subsist  even  the  slightest  shade  of  difter- 
ence.  That  object  is  foinid  to  command  the  most  full  and  most  une- 
quivocal supp<;rt.  Such  a  ciicumitance  I  must  indeed  consider  as 
matter  of  just  pride  and  of  honest  satisfaction.  I  look  with  still  higher 
jileasure  to  the  concui-rence  now  expressed  in  the  object  of  tlie  ad- 
dress, as  the  pledge  of  general  unanimity,  and  the  on. en  of  great  exer- 
tions, if  unfortunately  that  object  should  not  be  obtainei!.  If  tiic 
enemy  are  still  actuated  by  ambitious  projects,  we  sliall  uum.asktliem 
in  tile  e}es  of  Europe;  we  shall  expose  the  injustice  of  tlieir  pohcy, 
and  their  insatiable  thirst  of  aggrandizement,  and  if  no  other  advan- 
tage be  gained,  we  at  least  shall  be  able  to  put  to  the  j^roof  the  since- 
rity of  that  pledge  which  this  day  has  been  given — that  if  the  enemy 
are  not  disposed  to  accede  to  ])eace  on  just  and  reasonable  terms,  the 
war  will  be  supported  by  the  unanimous  voice  and  the  collected  force 
of  the  nation.  If  the  unanimity  of  this  day  be  accomj-anied  with 
such  views,  if  it  is  not  an  unanimity  founded  merely  upon  tlie  pleas- 
ing sound  of  peace,  the  capti'vating  cliarm  of  rene'.ved  tranquillity, 
and  the  prospect  of  the  termination  of  those  scenes  of  horror  and  ca- 
lamity with  v/hich  war  is  always  atter.ded,  such  an  unanimity  would 
indeed  be  fatal  to  the  country  ;  but  if  it  is  an  unanimity,  the  result  of 
rational  and  manly  reflection,  f  >unded  upon  a  careful  consideration 
of  the  situation  of  the  country,  and  prepared  to  meet  every  conjunc- 
ture, I  shall  then  consider  the  muuiimity  of  this  day  as  the  happiest 
sera  in  the  history  of  the  country.  The  right  honorable  gentieman 
has  intimated  as  his  opinion,  that  we  must  change  the  w  ho](:i  j-ystem  of 
our  interior  ])f)licy,  and  at  the  same  time  reproi:)ated  in  the  severest 
terms,  laws  which  were  passed  d'j.ringU:e  last  pai4-iament,-and  declared 
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that  he  could  not  subscribe  to  any  construction  of  that  part  of  his 
majesty's  speech  wiiich  included  those  among-  the  laws,  the  energy  and 
wisdom  of  which  had  contributed  to  secure  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country.  Having-  made  this  declaration,  it  would  be  unfair  and  un- 
candid  on  my  part  not  to  be  equally  explicit.  I  desire  no  i^entlemau 
to  vote  for  the  address  upon  any  such  qualification  with  respect  to 
those  laws.  I  am  firmly  of  opinion,  that,  exclusive  of  their  influence, 
the  peace  of  the  country  could  not  have  been  so  successfully  main- 
tained, nor  can  I  suffer  the  smallest  reproach  to  fall  upon  the  charac- 
ter of  the  last  parliament,  who  displayed  their  wisdom  and  their  energy 
in  providing-  a  remedy  so  suitable  to  the  alarming  nature  of  the  crisis. 
The  righ.t  hon.  gentleman  seemed  to  consider,  from  the  language  of 
the  address,  that  endeavours  have  only  been  made  of  late  to  procure 
peace.  If  ever  the  day  shall  come  v/hen  an  examination  shall  be  in- 
stituted into  the  steps  which  have  been  adopted  to  secure  the  re-esta- 
bhshment  of  the  general  tranquillity,  I  am  confident  that  no  endeavors 
for  that  purpose  will  be  found  to  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  ministers. 
But  gentlemen  must  be  sensible,  that  what  may  be  admitted  as  an  en- 
deavor to  restore  peace,  depends  upon  a  variety  of  circumstances:  It. 
depends  on  the  relative  state  of  parties,  on  the  number  of  allies  with, 
whom  v/e  may  be  engaged  to  act,  on  tiie  degree  of  attention  we  pay  to 
their  interests,  and  on  the  concert  we  wi.sh  to  preserve  with  them. 
Taking  all  these  considerations  into  viev/,  I  again  pledge  myself  that: 
it  will  be  found  in  the  result  of  inquiry,  that  ministers  have  neglected 
no  opportunity  which  could  have  been  improved  for  the  purpose  of 
accelerating  peace.  As  to  the  question  of  our  resources,  the  right 
honorable  gentleman  admits  them  to  be  extensive  and  flourishing. 
They  furnish  indeed,  in  a  moment  like  the  present,  a  subject  of  pecu- 
liar congratulation  and  well-grounded  confidence.  If  the  revenue, 
after  a  four  years'  war,  and  after  all  the  additional  burthens  which 
have  been  imposed,  still  keeps  up  to  the  rate  at  Vvhich  it  was  stated 
last  year ;  that  circumstance  is  surely  no  slight  cause  of  satisfac- 
tion. Mr,  P.  then  said,  that  commerce  was  in  the  most  flourish- 
ing state,  and  that  the  exports  had  been  equal  to  what  thev  were 
in  1792.  These  resources  have  in  them  nothing  Iiollow  or  delusive; 
they  are  the  result  of  an  accumulated  capital,  of  gradually  increasing 
commerce,  of  high  and  established  credit.  They  are  the  fruits  of  fair 
exertion,  of  laudable  ingenuity,  of  successful  industry;  they  have 
been  produced  under  a  system  of  order  and  of  justice,  while  we  un- 
der many  disadvantages,  have  been  contending  against  a  country 
which  exhibits  in  every  i-espect  the  reverse  of  the  picture — a  proof 
that  the  regular  operation  of  those  principles  must  triumph  over  the 
unnatural  and  exhausting  eflbrts  of  violence  and  extortion.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  wasted  a  good  deal  of  ingenuity  in  attempt- 
ing to  prove  tli  at  the  speech  ought  to  have  contained  an  express  ac* 
knowlcclgment  of  the  French  government.  Itough.t  to  have  occur- 
red to  him  that  a  passport  having  been  sent  for  and  granted,  some 
communication  must  have  taken  place  on  that  occasion  ;  and  as  the 
directory  had  been  satisfied  v;it]>  the  foim  of  com.munication,  and  the 
mode  in  which  they  had  been  addressed,  it  could  not  be  necessary  for 
him  to  start  a  diiticulty  where  they  had  found  none.     I   can   assure 
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him,  oa  the  part  of  the  British  ministers,  that  no  question  of  eti- 
quette, no  difiiculty  of  form  orig'inating-  from  them,  shall  be  permitted 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  negociation,  or  to  obsti'uct  the  attainment  of 
the  great  object  of  peace.  As  to  the  other  points,  the  right  honora- 
ble gentleman  has  sug-g-ested  wliat  lessons  we  ouglitto  derive  from  the 
experience  of  adversity.  How  far  the  situation  of  this  country  is  that 
of  adversity,  let  those  pronounce  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the 
state  of  our  resources.  It  cannot  surely  be  termed  a  styte  of  adver- 
sity from  any  losses  of  our  trade,  the  diminution  of  our  capital,  or 
from  the  reduction  of  any  of  our  foi-eign  possessions.  We  have  not 
been  greatly  impoverished  by  the  events  of  the  war  in  the  East  and 
West  Indies.  We  cannot  be  much  weakened  in  our  national  strength, 
even  upon  the  statement  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman,  by  having 
our  navy,  in  consequence  of  repeated  triumphs  over  every  hostile 
squadron,  raised  to  a  greater  degree  of  glory  and  of  fame,  than  it  had 
ever  before  obtained.  Where,  then,  are  we  to  look  for  the  symptoms 
of  this  adversity  ?  While  the  violence  of  France  has  been  over-run- 
ning so  great  a  part  of  Europe,  and  every  where  carrying  desolation 
In  i\s  progress,  your  naval  exertions  have  enabled  you  to  counter- 
balance their  successes,  by  acquisitions  in  different  parts  of  the 
globe,  and  to  pave  the  way  for  the  restoration  of  peace  to  your 
"allies,  on  terms  which  their  own  strength  might  have  been  un- 
able to  procure.  If  you  look  indeed  to  the  geographical  situation 
of  the  seat  of  war,  the  emperor  has  not  regained  by  his  recent  vic- 
tories all  that  he  had  formerly  lost.  But  do  you  count  for  nothing 
the  destruction  and  ruin  of  those  armies,  by  whom  all  the  previous 
successes  of  the  enemy  had  been  achieved?  Do  you  count  for  no- 
thing tlie  glorious  and  immortal  testimony  that  has  been  exhibited  to 
jnankind,  that  disciplined  valour  must  finally  triumph  over  those 
principles  tliat  the  war  was  undertaken  to  oppose,  and  which  owed 
all  their  extraordinar}'  and  unaccountable  successes  to  the  violence 
in  which  they  originated,  ar.d  the  excesses  with  which  they  were 
accompanied?  Recent  events  have  served  also  to  exculpate  the 
characters  of  those  who  were  calumniated  as  desirous  to  embrace  their 
principles,  and  receive  their  laws ;  and  in  Germany  tliey  have  left 
behind  them  nothing  but  the  memory  of  their  wrongs,  and  a  feeling 
of  eternal  resentment.  Are  such  effects  to  be  considered  as  of  small 
importance,  or  to  be  put  in  competition  with  the  reduction  of  a  for- 
tress, or  the  possession  of  a  district?  Of  the  virtues  to  be  acquired 
in  the  school  of  adversity,  the  right  honorable  geritleman  only  men- 
tioned those  of  moderation  and  forbearance.  Moderation  1  should 
consider  as  that  virtue  which  is  t)est  adapted  to  the  dawn  of  pros- 
perity ;  there  are  other  virtues  of  no  less  importance,  which  are  to 
be  acquired  under  a  reverse  of  fortune,  and  which  are  equally  be- 
coming-in  those  who  are  called  to  sufier: — these  are  the  virtues  of 
adversitv  endured,  and  adversity  resisted  ; — of  adversity  encountered, 
and  of  adversity  surmounted.  The  recent  example  of  Germany  has 
furnished  an  illustrious  instance  of  public  fortitude  and  perseverance 
having  liad  their  merited  reward.  Tiiese  are  lessens  which  I  trust, 
this  country  has  not  to  learn.  England  has  never  shewn  itself  de- 
ficient in  firmness  and  magnanimity:  it  is  unrivalled  in  resource i 
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it  has  always  been  fot'emost  hi  the  career  of  honorable  exertion,  andit 
has  only  to  iiiainiaiii  its  accustomed  vigour  and  perseverance,  to  effect 
the  resioratinn  of  g-eneral  tranquiUlty,  upon  terms  consistent  with  the 
dignity  of  its  own  character,  and  the  security  and  interest  of  Europe. 
A  clause  in  his  majesty's  speech  had  declared  the  king-'s  apprehen- 
sion tiiat  the  enemy  were  preparing-  an  invasion  upon  this  island. 
Mr.  Pitt,  en  the  18th  of  October,  recommended  measures  for  repel- 
ling all  attempts.  For  this  purpose  he  formed  a  plan  for  levying  fif- 
teen thor.sand  n-sen  from  the  different  parishes  for  the  sea  service,  and 
another  for  recruiting"  the  reg-ular  regiments.  In  the  projected  levies 
lor  the  land  service,  he  considered  two  objects;  first, -the  means  of 
calling-  tog-ether  a  land  force  sufficient  of  itself  to  repel  an  invasion, 
even  independently  of  our  naval  armaments;  and  secondly,  to  adopt 
such  measures  in  the  levies  as  should  not  materially  interfere  with  the 
agricvdture,  commerce,  and  general  industry  of  this  kingdom.  He 
then  proposed  a  supplementary  levy  of  m.ilitia,  to  be  grafted  on  the 
old  establishment,  of  sixty  thousand  men;  not  to  be  immediately 
called  out,  but  to  be  enrolled,  officered,  and  completely  trained,  so  as 
to  be  fit  for  service  at  a  moment  of  danger.  He  also  proposed  to  pro- 
vide a  considerable  force  of  irregular  cavalry,  to  be  levied  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  every  person  who  kept  ten  horses,  should  be 
obliged  to  provide  one  horse  and  one  horseman,  to  serve  in  a  corps  of 
militia;  and  those  v/ho  kept  more  tlian  ten,  should  provide  in  the 
Fame  proportion ;  and  that  those  that  kept  fewer  than  ten,  vrere  to 
farm  themselves  into  classes,  in  wh'ch  it  should  be  decided  by  ballot, 
who,  at  the  common  expense,  sh';uld  provide  the  horse  and  the  horse- 
man. These  troops  were  to  be  furnished  with  uniform  and  accou- 
trements, arrang-ed  into  corps,  and  put  under  proper  officers.  The 
whole  number  of  cavalry  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  mode  was  twen- 
ty thousand:  the  other  supplemental  troops  amounted  to  seventy-five 
thousand  men.  Among  the  means  pi'oposed  for  internal  defence,  a 
bill  v/as  inti'oduced  by  Mr.  Dundas,  for  raising  and  embodying  a 
militia  in  Scotland,  and  an  act  for  that  purpose  v>-as  passed  v  ithout 
opposition.  The  whole  land  forces  of  tlie  country,  intended  for  the 
}  ear  1797,  was  to  consist  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  thousand, 
six  hundred  and  ninety-four,  and  the  navy  v,  as  to  amount  to  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  men.  The  pecuniary  supplies  of  the  year 
were  thirty-one  millions  borrowed,  besides  the  aimual  in.com.e.  Mr. 
Pitt  continued  to  display  great  financial  skill  in  exempting-  the  very 
lower  class  from  the  severest  pressure  of  the  new  taxes,  though  the 
principal  part  bore  very  heavily  on  the  comforts  and  accommodations 
of  the  middling  ranks;  the  fresh  imposts  were  upon  tea,  coffee,  spi- 
rits, sugars,  and  various  other  articles  of  daily  and  general  consump- 
tion ;  upon  assessed  taxes;  postage,  stage-coaches  and  canal  naviga- 
tion ; — the  budget  was  opened  on  the  7th  of  December,  It  is  in 
connection  v»'ith  the  general  subject  of  finance,  to  introd'Tce  a  plan 
that  was  pr:>posed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  and  whicli 
met  with  general  approbation — viz.  the  funding  of  the  navy  and  ex- 
chequer bills  ;  the  former  amounting  reirly  to  twelve  millions,  the 
latter  to  two  raililons  and  a  half. 
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On  the  14th  of  December  Mr.  Fox  moved,  *'  that  his  majesty's 
ministers,  having-  authorised  and  directed,  at  different  times,  without 
the  consent,  and  during-  the  sitting-  of  parliament,  the  issue  of  various 
sums  of  money,  for  the  service  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  also  fov 
the  service  of  the  army  under  the  Prince  of  Cohde,  have  acted  con- 
trary to  their  duty,  and  to  tlie  trust  reposed  in  them,  and  have  there- 
fore violated  the  constitutional  privileg-es  of  this  house."  On  this 
occasion  Mr.  Pitt  manifested  great  eloquence  in  his  defence.  After 
much  prefatory  matter,  respecting-  a  concession  which  Mr.  Fox 
had  been  oblig-ed  to  make,  in  admitting- that  the  right  of  the  house, 
to  dispose  of  the  public  money,  was  subject  to  some  limitations, 
he  shewed  from  parliamentary  history,  that  the  measure  now  at- 
tacked v;as  not  unprecedented  nor  unconstitutional.  In  the  present 
case,  he  contended  still,  that  it  was  expedient  and  necessary.  The 
nature  of  a  vote  of  credit,  said  Mr.  Pitt,  I  consider  to  be  such  as  gives 
a  power  to  a.dministration  to  apply  the  sum  to  any  exigence  that  may 
occur.  I  am  well  aware  that  every  distribution  of  public  money 
adopted  by  m.inisters  is  a  matter  of  legal  discussion,  subject  to  the  re- 
vision and  the  controul  of  parliament,  and  that  their  vig-iiance  in  re- 
specting- such  distribution  becomes  even  more  necessary  in  proportion 
lothe  extent  of  the  sum,  and  the  emergency  of  the  crisis  ;  but  if  the 
necessity  of  the  supply  is  increased  by  the  difficulty  of  the  circum- 
stances under  vrhich  it  must  be  granted:  if  to  divulge  the  object 
would  be  attended  with  danger,  is  it  fair  to  put  the  utility  and  impor- 
tance of  t!ie  operations  achieved  under  those  circumstances,  altogether 
out  of  the  ciucstion  ?  With  respect  to  the  sums  granted  to  the  em- 
peror>  one  thing  is  evident,  that  the  measure  which  has  been  adopted 
has  succeeded,  which,  if  attempted  in  any  other  way,  might  hi  all 
probability  have  failed  of  its  object.  I  ask  gentlemen,  what  are  their 
owii  feelings  in  the  present  moment  with  respect  to  the  situation  of 
ilie  couvitry  in  the  present  contest,  and  I  request  them  to  lookback  to 
the  months  of  July  and  August,  when  the  French  were  pursuing  their 
triumphant  career  v/ith  an  impetuosity  which  seemed  to  defy  all  op- 
position, and  to  threaten  tlie  general  subjugation  of  Europe.  Let 
them  contemplate  the  slow,  firm,  measured  and  magnanimous  retreat 
of  the  gallant  Austrian  army,  and  the  consequences  which  followed 
from  a  retreat  only  calculated  to  ensure  the  success  of  their  future 
operations.  Will  they  then  ask  themselves,  dry  as  the  question  may 
be,  when  so  anim.ated  a  subject  is  presented  to  the  mind,  how  far  the 
assurance  of  the  aid  v.hich  this  country  was  disposed  to  grant,  may 
have  invigorated  the  spirit  of  a  country  making  its  utmost  efforts  to 
resist  an  invading  foe,  how  far  it  may  liave  given  confidence  to  tlieir 
resources,  and  enabled  them  toprcsecute  that  line  of  operations  which 
J^as  been  attended  with  such  distinguished  success  ?  With'  chese  con- 
siderations in  his  view,  is  there  any  man  v/ho  can  regard  as  a  matter  of 
consequence,  wliether  the  expense  of  900,000^^.  or  1,200,000;C-  lias 
been  incurred  to  the  country  ?  Is  there  any  man  who  would  be  wil- 
ling-, for  the  sake  of  so  paltry  a  saving,  to  g-ive  up  our  share  in  promot- 
ing a  service  which  has  temiinated  so  honorably  for  the  character  of 
our  allic,?,  and  so  beneficially  for  the  general  interests  of  Europe.' 
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Who  ^vrllkl  not  rejoice  that  l;e  was  admitted  into  a  partnership  so 
illustrious,  and  accompanied  witli  suclibrilliaiit  success  ? 

" Me  credite  Lesbon, 

"  Me  Tenedon,  Chrysenque  iff  Cyllan  Apollhus  urbes, 

*'  Et  Scyron  cepisse.  Men  concuss  a  putate 

"  Procubuisse  solo  Lyrnesia  onania  dextra.''' 
The  public  are  not  so  dead  or  so  insensible  as  cither  to  be  ig-ncrant 
of  the  advantag-es  whicli  have  been  obtair.ed  or  ung-rateiid  towards 
those  to  \\  hose  gallant  exertions  they  are  indebted  on  the  present  occa- 
sion. There  is  not  a  man,  even  the  meanest  individual  in  the  country, 
who  will  not  feel  himself  more  than  repaid  for  the  small  quota  he 
will  be  required  to  .bring'  foi'ward  in  aid  of  the  public  service,  by  the 
important  benefits  which  have  b;  en  secured  to  the  g-eneral  interest  of 
Europe.  At  the  meeting-  of  the  present  parliament,  those  with  whom 
I  was  in  the  habit  of  confidential  intercourse,  will  be  enabled  to  state- 
to  the  house,  that  I  looked  with  the  utmost  anxiety  to  tlie  peiiod 
vdien  I  should  be  enabled  to  make  to  the  house  the  communication  of 
every  step  that  had  taken  place  in  the  business.  Yet  in  all  tliis  tlie 
right  lionourable  gentleman  sees  nothing  but  a  deliberate  intention  to 
violate  the  rights  of  parliament.  He  can  perceive  no  sjmptom  of 
a  wisli  to  save  Germany  and  Great  Britain  from  the  imminent  dang-ers 
with  which  they  were  threatened.  He  thinks  that  ^\  e  have  only  avail- 
ed ourselves  of  the  opportunity  to  conceal  our  attempt  against  the 
constitution  under  the  cover  of  tlie  glory  of  the  Austrian  arms;  but 
I  must  remind  him  that  this  resolution  to  support  the  arms  of  our 
allies  v/as  taken  at  no  moment  of  brilliant  success  ;  that  it  was  influ- 
enced by  no  delusive  ph.mtom  of  military  g-lory,  it  was  taken  at 
a  moment  v.  hen  the  prospects  of  tins  country  and  our  allies  were  the 
most  discouraging-.  In  adopang  this  resobtlion  at  such  a  moment, 
ministers  g-ave  a  pledge  of  their  sincere  attachment  to  tlie  counti-y,  and 
of theiriirm  determination  to  sup^^ort  its  best  interests.  They  v/ere 
not  ignorant  of  the  consequences  <  i"  their  conduct,  of  tlie  risk  of  those 
measures  they  liad  adopted,  and  the  responsibility  which  attached 
to  them.selves  from  the  event.  I,,  tbi,t  situation  tiiey  were  called 
upon  to  decide;  and  both  the  testimo;n  of  their  former  opponents 
and  of  moniedmen  micrht  be  brought  to  j-tove,  that  they  had  adopted 
that  line  of  conduct  wljich  was  most  safe  :-  d  prudent  for  the  coujitry. 
1  liave  now  weighed  the  v.hole  merits  of  ti\e  tr;;r si'.ction  !x-fo.re  tbe 
house,  and  wltii  thera  I  am  vrell  cortevit  to  leave  t'le  decision.  I 
tln-ow  myself  upon  }  our  justice,  pi-epared  in  every  case  to  submit  to 
your  decision ;  but  while  1  bow  with  the  mv'^st  perfect  svibmissiou  to 
the  determiiiution  of  the  liou.se,  I  cannot  b?it  remark  on  tve  extraordi- 
nary language  vdiic.h  has  been  used  on  this  question-  MinisLers  have 
been  broadiy  accused  of  a  v/anton  and  a  raailgnaiit  de?.ire  to  violate  tliC 
constitution;  it  has  been  stated  that  no  otrier  motive  could  pc-Sril-iy 
have  actuated  their  conduct.  If  a  cliai  ge  of  sucli  malignant  iiUentiot. 
liad  been  brouglit  against  men,  wiio  liave  afii'.ined  tlie  present  \^■ar  to 
be  neither  just  nor"" necessary,  and  v.  ho,  on  that  gvcAuid,  cannot  be 
supposed  friendly  to  its  success,  who  have  extolled,  nay,  even  exulted 
in  the  prodig-ies  of  Fench  valour ;  who  have  exclaiirsed  r gainst  the 
injustice  of  brinj^^ing-  to  trial  persons  who  liad  associated  to  uvercenie 
G  2 


<^  THE    LIFE     OF  A.     1796* 

the  legislature ;  who  were  anxious  to  expose  and  aiygravate  every  de- 
lect oi  the  constitution  ;  to  reprobate  every  measure  adopted  for  its 
preservation,  and  to  obstruct  every  proceeding  of  the  executive  go- 
vernment  to  ensure  the  success  of  our  contest  in  wliich  we  are  en- 
g-a.^ea  in  common  with  our  allies  :  I  say,  if  sucli  a  charge  of  delibe- 
rate and  aeep-rooted  malignity  were  brouirht  ag-ainst  persons  of  this 
description,  I  should  conceive  that  even  then  the  rules  of  candid  and 
charitable  interpretation  would  induce  us  to  hesitate  in  admitting-  its 
reality,  much  more  when  it  is  brought  against  individuals  whose  con- 
duct, I  trust,  has  exhibited  the  reverse  of  the  picture  I  liave  now 
drawn.  I  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  house  ;  I  relv  on  their  candour ; 
t)iit  to  gentlemen  who  can  supjiose  ministers  capable  of  the  motives 
"syhica  have  been  imputed  to  them  on  this  occasion,  it  must  be  evi- 
xlent  that  I  can  desire  to  make  no  such  anpeal.  Mr.  Bragge  moved 
ail  amendment,  commending  the  conduct  "of  ministers,  which  was  car- 
ne  d  by  1 85  against  1 04 . 

On  the  return  of  Lord  Mahiiesburv,  towards  the  close  of  1/S6, 
Irom  tlie  unsuccessful  ncgociation  at  Paris,  the  British  funds  suffered 
a  greater  depression  than  was  experienced  at  any  period  of  the  Ameri- 
caji  y/ar.*  liisurrections  prevailed  in  manv  parts  of  Ireland ;  an  unex- 
ampled run  on  the  bank  of  England  was  followed  by  a  suspension  of 
payment  m  specie;  and  a  mutiny  of  unprecedented  extent  and  invete- 
^i-acy  raged  m  the  navy.  His  majesty's  deckj-ation  on  the  subject  of 
tne  negociaiion  was  laid  before  parliament.  The  substance  of  this 
declaration  was  "that  the  rupture  of  the  .'egociation  did  not  arise 
irom  tlie  failure  of  any  sincere  attempt  en  tlie  part  of  France ;  but 
from  the  determination  of  that  government  to  reject  all  means  of 
peace,  by  an  obstinate  adherence  to  a  claim  which  never  could  be  ad- 
pitted;  a  claim,  which  thatgovenm'ent  rested  on  the  constitution  of 
ats  own  countr)-,  to  be  received  by  all  nations  as  paramount  to  every 
principle  ana  law  in  Europe,  as  superior  to  the  obligations  of  treaties, 
the  ties  of  common  interest,  and  the  most  urgent  considerations  of  ge- 
neral security  His  majesty,  wdio  had  entered  into  this  treaty  with 
g-ood  faith,  had  now  only  ty  lament  its  abruDt  termination,  and  to  de- 
clare, m  the  face  of  Europe,  that  whenever  his  enemies  should  be  dis- 
posed to  enter  on  the  wcik  of  general  pacification,  notliing  should  be 
wantmg,^  on  his  part,  to  contribute  to  the  accomplisliment  of  that 
great  object,  which  was  only  retarded  bv  the  exorbitant  pretensions 
<)f  his  enemies."  The  m.essage  was,  on  the  50th  of  December,  taken 
mto  considerahon.  Mr.  Pitt  rose  to  move  the  address,  and  entered 
upon  a  mos-:  elaborate  and  detailed  statement  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending  the  negociation—thev  were  these:  In  the  first  instance, 
jninisters  had  applied  to  the  Danish  ambassador  at  London,  to  trans- 
put, through_  the  DanisJi  envoy  at  Paris,  a  declaration,  stating  his 
Bnt  umic  majesty's  desire  to  conclude  a  peace,  "  on  just  and  honora- 
ble conditions,  and  demanding  tlie  necessary  passports  for  a  person  of 
confidence,  whom  his  majesty  would  send" to  Paris,  with  a  commis- 
sion  to  discuss  with  the  government  there  all  the  measures  tlie  most 
proper  to  produce  so  desirable  an  end."  Tiie  Danish  minister  having 
.conveyed  to  the  directory  this  manifestation  of  tlie  B)-itish  intentions, 

*        *  The  3  per  cent.  Consols  being  so  low  as  51. 
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it  was  replied  by  the  French  govei'nment,  "  that  the  executive  g-o- 
vernment  would  not  receive  or  answer,  from  the  enemies  of  the  repub- 
lic, any  overtures  transmitted  through  v^-w  intermediate  channel ;  but 
that,  if  Eng-land  would  send  persons  {"urnislied  with  full  powers  and 
official  papers,  they  mig-ht,  upon  the  frontier,  demand  the  passports 
necessary  for  proceeding-  to  Paris."  The  courtof  London  having- ap- 
plied for  passports,  nominated  Lord  Malmesburv;  this  succeeded  the 
appUcation  through  Mr.  V/ickham,  which  has  already  been  related. 
The  first  object  of  Lord  M.  vvas  to  fix  a  basis  combrmabiy  to 
estabhshed  usage.  Tjiis  u'as,  *•  that  compensation  should  be  raadeto 
France  by  propoitionabie  restitutioiis  from  his  Majesty's  conquests  on 
that  power,  for  those  arrang-ements  to  which  she  should  be  called 
upon  to  consent,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  just  pretensions  of  his  allies 
and  to  preserve  the  political  balance  of  Europe."  After  some  diifi- 
culty,  tliis  basis  was  accepted  by  the  French  government;  they  then 
demanded  that  Lord  M.  should  specifically  bring-  forward  his  terms. 
His  Lordship  delivered  two  notes,  one  signed  and  one  not,  the  first 
comprehending-  tlie  terms  of  peace  betv/een  England  and  France,  the 
other  relatin,^  to  the  interests  of  our  allies.  This  was  followed  by  a 
captious  demand  to  have  it  sig-ned  by  Lord  M.  This  demand  was 
complied  with,  to  deprive  them,  of  every  pretence  for  breaking  off  the 
negociatlon,  and  immediately  they  call  for  an  ultimatum  In'twenty- 
four  hours.  To  comply  with  this  was  impossible,  and,  in  conse- 
quence, his  Lordship  received  orders  to  quit  Paris  in  forty-eight 
hours,  and  the  territories  of  the  republic  as  soon  as  possible. 
The  French  g-overr.ment  after  this,  signified  a  wish  to  renev/  the 
negociation  by  means  of  couriers,  upon'a  new  basis,  v/hich  was,  the 
retention  of  all  the  coujitries  annexed  to  their  repubhc.  Notwith- 
standing their  disavo\val  of  this  principle,  in  the  admission  of  the 
former  basis  of  the  negociation,  it  is  now  alleged  as  a  ground  for  the 
pretension,  that  they  are  entitled,  as  a  matter  of  right,  to  demand 
from  this  country,  t4iat  we  shall  make  no  proposals  inconsistent  with 
the  laws  ancl  constitution  of  France.  I  know  of  no  lav.'^  of  nations, 
said  Mr.  Pitt,  which  can,  in  the  remotest  degree,  countenance  such  a 
monstrous  claim.  The  annexation  of  territory  to  any  state,  by  the 
government  of  that  state  during  the  continuance  of  war,  can  never 
confer  a  claim  which  supersedes  the  treaties  of  othei- powers,  -md  the 
known  and  public  obligation  of  the  dift'e rent  nations  of  Eurone.  In 
my  opinion  there  is  no  principle  of  the  law  of  nations  clearer  than  this, 
that  when,  in  the  course  of  vv^ar  any  nation  acquires  new  possessions, 
that  such  nation  has  only  temporary  rigr.t  to  tliem,  and  that  they  do 
not  become  property  till  the  end  of  tlie  war.  I  sliould  not  be  'sur- 
prised to  hear  that  Ireland,  iii  c^^nsequence  of  tlie  rumour  which  has 
been  circulated  of  their  intention  to  attempt  an  ir.vasion  upon  that 
country,  is  constitutionally  annexed  to  the  territori; :-:  o''  t!:.e  renublic, 
or  even  that  the  city  of  Westminster  is  a  part  of  ,T-.iivisible  France. 
And  are  v^'e  then,  after  all  the  exertions  that  we  have  made,  in  o .der 
to  efFect  the  object  of  general  pacification  ;  and  after  being  bafHcd  in 
all  our  eiilbrts  by  the  stubborn  pride,  and  perseverinfr  obstinacy  of  the 
French  governm  ■  .t;  after  all  our  propositions  have  been  s'lighted, 
and  our  ambassador  insulted,  are  we  now  to  consent  to  sacrifice  our 
engagements,  and  to  violate  our  treaties,  because,  forsooth,  it  would 
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be  attended  wltli  some  inconvenleiicc  for  tlicm  to  call  their  primar}' 
assemblies,  in  order  to  cancel  a  law  wiilch  is  incompatible  with  the 
principle  of  fair  neg-ociation.  But  tliis  is  not  all  the  deg-radation  to 
which  they  would  have  as  submit.  Yju  must  also  engag-e  to  make 
no  propositions  which  are  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  treaties  which  bind  the  republic.  Here  they  inti'oduce  a 
new  and  extraordinary  clause,  imposing-  a  restriction  still  more  absurd 
and  unreasonable  than  the  other.  Tiie  republic  of  France  may  have 
made  secret  treaties  which  we  know  nothing-  about,  and  yet  that 
government  expects  that  we  are  not  to  -permit  our  propositions  to 
interfere  with  these  treaties.  How  is  it  possible  for  this  country  to 
know  what  secret  articles  there  may  be  in  the  treaty  between  France 
and  JloUand?  How  can  v/e  know  what  the  Dutch  may  have  ceded 
to  France,  or  vviiether  France  may  not  have  an  oath  in  heaven  never 
to  g-Ive  up  the  territories  ceded  to  her  by  Holland  ?  Who  can  know 
but  her  treaty  with  Spain  contains  some  secret  article,  g-uaranteeing- 
totlie  latter  the  restitution  of  Gibraltar,  or  some  important  possession 
now  belong-ing  to  his  majesty  ?  And  how  can  I  know  what  g-overn- 
ment  France  may  choose  to  g-ive  to  Italy,  or  what  she  may  be  pleased 
to  assig-n  to  Germany  ?  In  fact,  the  r[uestion  is  not  how  mvich  you 
will  g-ive  for  peace,  but  how  mucli  disg-race  you  will  sutler  at  the 
outset — how  m.uch  deg-radation  3'ou  will  submit  to  as  a  preliminary  r 
In  these  circumstances  then,  are  we  to  persevere  in  the  war  \vilh  a 
spirit  and  energ-y  worthy  of  the  British  name  and  of  the  British 
character,  or  are  we,  by  sending- couriers  to  Paris,  to  prostrate  our- 
selves at  the  feet  of  a  stubborn  and  supercilious  g-overnm.ent,  to  do 
what  they  require,  and  to  submit  to  whatever  they  may  impose  I  I 
hope  there  is  not  a  hand  in  his  majesty's  councils  that  would  s'lgw 
the  proposals,  that  there  is  not  a  heart  in  this  house  that  wou.ld 
sanction  the  measure,  and  that  there  is  not  an  individual  in  the 
British  dominions  who  would  act  as  the  com-ier.  In  answerii^g-  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Pitt,  Mr.  Erskine  and  Mr.  Fox  took  a  g-eneral  view  of 
the  causes  and  consequences  of  the  war,  and  said  that  the  minister  had 
this  night  come  forward,  in  a  lontj  and  elaborate  speech,  to  slsew  that 
the  only  cHect  of  all  our  efforts  had  been,  that  the  enemy  had,  from. 
success,  become  more  unreasonable  in  their  Tjretensions,  and  that  all 
hopes  of  peace  v.-ere  removed  to  a  g-reater  distance  thiin  ever.  On 
these  and  similar  g-rounds^  Mr.  Fox,  in  the  liouse  of  commons,  pro- 
posed an  address  to  the  king-,  representing-  the  conduct  of  viiin  :-uy, 
in  the  whole  of  the  war,  as  ruinous;  in  this  negociation  as  a  com- 
pound of  folly  and  deceit ;  and  describing  the  country  as  1  r-stmin-y 
to  destruction,  through  their  infatuated  counsels.  Tiic  ad^irrss  how- 
ever was  negatived,  and  opposite  addresses,  approving  highly  of  the 
general  system  of  ministers,  of  the  principles  and  conduct  of  the 
negociatlon,  and  throwing  the  whole  blame  of  the  rupture  upon  the 
French,  were  carried  by  most  numerous  majorities. 

On  the  27th  of  Feb  1797,  a  message  was  delivered  from  his 
majesty  to  both  houses  of  par);,^ merit,  stating  "that  an  unusual 
demand  of  specie  having  been  ma'le  from  diiferent  parts  of  the  coim- 
try  on  the  metropolis,  it  had  been  fuimd  nccessarv  t.>  make  i.n  o:der 
of  council,  to  the  directors  of  the  ])ank,  proliiblting  li-;  Is.n'^Tr  of 
any  cash  in  payment,  till  the  sense  of  parliament  could  be   lakeu.  oa 
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the  subject."  Mr.  Pitt,  after  soine  preliminary  observations,  moved  • 
for  a  secret  committee  to  ascei-tain  the  situation  of  the  bank.  Mr. 
Fox,  and  other  members  in  opposition,  contended  that  the  bank  had 
been  reduced  to  a  state  of  insolvency  by  the  infiituation  of  ministers. 
The  result  of  the  reports  hov/ever  was.  "  that  on  the  25th  of  Feb.  the 
last  day  of  paying-  gold  and  silver,  there  was  a  surplus  of  efiects  be- 
longing- to  the  bank,  bevond  the  total  debts,  amountin.^  to  the  sum  of 
3,826,890^.  exclusive  "of  a  permanent  debt  of  11,666,800;^.  due 
from  ^^overnment;  that  the  bank  of  England  had  lately  experienced 
an  universal  drain  of  cash  :  that  this  drain  v.as  owing  to  drafts  from 
the  country,  which  arose  from  local  alarms  of  invasion ;  that  demands 
had  been  of  late  progressively  increasing-,  but  particularly  in  the  last 
week;  and  that  there  was  every  reason  to  apprehend,  that  these  de- 
mands, and  the  consequent  progressive  reduction  of  cash,  vvoukl 
continue  and  even  increase,  insomuch  that  if  it  were  to  proceed  in 
the  same  proportion,  the  bank  of  England  would  be  deprived  of  the 
means  of  supplying  the  cash  which  might  be  necessary  for  the  pressing- 
exigencies  of  public  service  ;"  grounded  on  these  reports,  Mr.  Pitt 
proposed  a  bill,  enabling  the  bank  of  England  to  issue  notes  in  pay- 
ment of  demands  upon  them,  instead  of  cash.  Tlie  bill  was  passed 
into  a  law.  This  measure  saved  the  credit  of  the  bank  and  of  the 
funds,  and  made  money  of  the  various  denorninations  much  more 
plentiful  than  before. 

The  mutiny  in  the  fleet  now  brolce  out.  In  this  alarm,  ministers 
immediately  took  the  step  of  transferring  the  board  of  admiralty  to 
Portsmouth,  and  conciliatory  terms  of  a  return  to  duty  were  proposed 
and  acceded  to  by  the  seamen,  and  their  dem.ands  having  been  deemed 
equitable,  they  were  promised  redress.  In  consequence,  however,  of 
some  mistrust,  the  mutiny  again  broke  forth,  by  the  zealous  and 
prudent  exertions  of  Lord  Howe,  it  was  appeased.  The  petition, 
containing  their  statement  of  grievances  being- laid  before  parliament, 
became  tlie  subject  of  discussion  on  the  8th  of  May,  when  Mr.  Pitt 
submitted  the  estimates  for  the  augmentation  of  the  pay  of  the  navy., 
To  calm  at  once  all  discontent,  nothing,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  so 
effectual,  as  the  unanimous  decision  of  parliament  on  the  proposal 
before  them;  he,  therefore,  thought  it  his  duty  to  entreat  the  house 
to  pass  their  silentjudgment  on  the  present  case,  while  they  coincided 
with  the  motion  it  occasioned  him  to  make.  He  then  moved  for  a 
total  of  436,000;C  Opposition,  however,  accused  ministers  of  pi'O- 
crastination  and  a  scandalous  neglect  of  duty;  Mr.  Whiitbread  even 
moved  for  a  vote  of  censure,  but  it  was  nego.tived  by  237"  to  63,  and 
the  bill  passed.  It  was  hoped  that  these  concessions  would  have 
proved  satisfactory,  but  on  the  22d  of  May  a  mutiny  shewed  itself  at 
the  Nore,  and  threateried  consequences  more  fatal  than  that  in  the 
other  fleets.  We  need  scarcely  relate  that  it  was  soon  termi~?-ted,  and 
that  the  ring-leaders  suffered  death.  In  the  m^ean  time,  this  dangerous 
mutin.y  had  been  a  serious  object  of  attention  in  parliament.  On  the 
1st  of  June,  a  message  was  delivered  from  the  king-  to  both  houses,  to 
give  them  ibrm.al  notice  of  the  eveiit,  and  to  request  they  would 
adopt  the  necessary  measmes  for  the  public  security,  and  parxicuiarly. 
10  make  more  efl^ectual  provision  for  the  prevention  and  punishnient 


82  THE     LIFE    OF  A.     1797. 

of  attempts  to  excite  mutiny  and  sedition  in  the  navy,  or   to  seduce 
individuals  in  the  sea  or  land  service,  from  their  duty  and  allegiance. 

On  the  3d  of  March  Mr.  Whitbread  entered  into  an  inquiry  rela- 
tive to  the  late  attempt  upon  Ireland,  which  Mr.  Pitt  answered  by 
asserting-  that  the  attack  of  the  French  fleet  being-  equally  likely  to 
fall  upon  Portugal  and  Ireland,  ministers  had  taken  every  possible 
precaution,  by  ordering-  a  squadron  to  watch  their  motions*  and  by 
having-  a  fleet  in  port  ready  to  pursue.  Weather  alone  was  the  cause 
of  their  arrival  in  Eantry  Bay,  undiscovei-ed.  Mr.  Pitt  concluded 
bis  speech,  on  this  occasion,  by  complaining-  of  Mr.  Fox's  manner  of 
speaking-  concerning  Ireland,  which  he  considered  as  violent  and  in- 
flammatory. On  a  division  of  the  house,  on  Mr.  Whitbread's  mo- 
lion,  the  previous  question  against  it  was  carried  by  201  against  62. 
Duringtliis  session,  great  discontents  prevailed  in  Ireland,  which  mi- 
nisters imputed  to  the  dissemination  of  Jacobinical  principles  ;  and 
opposition  to  tlie  system  of  government  which  had  been  adopted 
fince  the  recal  of  Earl  Fitzwilliam.  An  address,  praying  his  majesty's 
interference  to  allay  the  discontent  in  Ireland,  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Fox  on  the  23d  of  March,  but  negatived 

The  ministers  since  the  return  of  Lord  Malmesbury's  negociation, 
had  declined  in  popularity,  and  numerous  petitions  were  presented  to 
Ihe  king  for  their  dismiision;  th^ir  opponents  proposed,  in  both 
houses  of  parliament,  addresses  to  his  majest}',  to  remove  from  his 
councils  his  present  servants.  The  gro;inds  both  of  attack  and  defence 
were  the  same  tliathad  been  so  often  discussed  in  various  forms,  and 
t  he  replies  those  so  often  repeated.  The  motions  were  respectively  re- 
jected by  both  houses.  Mr.  Grey  also  renewed  his  propositions  of  • 
parliamentary  reform,  with  the  same  success.  His  scheme  was  more 
definite  than  before  i  he  proposed  that  the  luimber  of  county  mem- 
bers should  be  increased  from  ninety -two  to  a  hundred  and  thir- 
teen, eligible  not  only  by  freeholders,  but  by  copyholders  and  lease- 
holders; and  that  the  other  four  hundred  members  should  be  chosen 
by  all  householders.  The  arguments  for  and  against  the  proposition 
were  much  the  same  that  had  been  so  repeatedly  employed — Parlia- 
ment rose  on  the  20th  of  July,  after  having  sat  between  nine  and  ten 
months. 

The  campaign  of  1797  was  so  decisively  favourable  to  the  French 
arms,  that  Buonaparte  dictated  the  treaty  of  Campio  Formio,  wliile  he 
changed  the  government  of  Venice  and  Genoa.  The  war  upon  the 
continent  was  thus  for  a  time  at  an  end,  and  England  remained  with 
Portugal  alone,  to  sustain  the  combat.  The  naval  war  proved  deci- 
sively in  oiu'  favor.  Sir  John  Jervis  obtained  the  victory  whicli 
gave  birth  to  his  present  title  (Earl  St.  Vincent).  Admiral  Duncan 
annihila.ted  the  Dutch  fleet  off  Camj^erdown  at  a  blow.  In  France 
three  of  the  directors  had  arrested  and  transported  sixty  of  the  depu- 
ties who  were  alleged  to  be  friendly  to  royalty,  with  Barthclemi,  tlieir 
colleague,  and  thus  established  for  a  time,  their  own  power.  Under 
these  circumstances  was  Lord  Malmesbury  sent  to  Lisle  to  treat  for 
peace.  For  the  progress  and  event  of  the  negociation  we  refer  to  Mr. 
Pitt's  explanation  in  parliament,  which  assembled  on  the  2d  of  Nov. 
In  England  discontent  was  mucli  less  prevalent  than  in  former  years 
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The  victories  of  our  navy   gratified   the  national  sense  of  honor ; 
the   re-appearence  of  g-old   and  silver  proved  the  responsibility  of 
the  bank,    and  dispelled  apprehensions   concerning-  national  credit. 
The  abrupt  termination  of  the  embassy  at  Lisle  was  attributed  to  the 
hostility  of  France,  the  nation  in  general  deemed  the  continuance  of 
the  war  now  a  measure  of  necessary  self  defence,  and  was  disposed  to 
make  the  g-reatest  exertions.     Mr.  Fox,  together  with  other  leading 
members  of  that  party,  had  seceded.     The  address,  therefore,  passed 
with  scarcely  any  opposition.     On  the  10th,  when  the  papers  relative 
to   the    neg-ociation   came   under    consideration;  Sir   John    Sinclair 
moved  an  amendment  to  llie  address.     Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply,  distinctly 
separated  the  wishes  of  the  people  from  the  intention  of  the  g-overn- 
ment  of  France.     After  much  preliminary  remark  upon  the  promi- 
nent arguments  of  Sir  John   Sinclair's  speech,  he  proceeded  to  an 
animated  relation  of  the  circumstances  of  the  neg-ociation.     He  reca- 
pitulated the  facts   which  took  place  on  Lord  M's  embassy  to  Paris, 
and  said,  in  spite  of  tlie  insulting  termination  of  that  negociation,  his 
majesty  had  determined  to  renew  his  application  for  peace.     The 
directory  beg-an  by  a  procedure  contrary  to  general  usage ;   they 
would  receive  no  proposal  for  preliminaries,  but  insisted  that  confer- 
ences to  conclude  a  definitive  treaty  should  at  once  be  held.     It  was 
acceded  to.     In  g-ranting  a  passport,  they  inserted  a  condition  relative 
to  the  minister's  powers,  and  that,  incons'stent  with  his  majesty's  ex- 
planation ;   the  passport  was  for  a  minister  coming  to  conclude   a 
separate  peace.     His  majesty  declared  he  had  no  choice  between  a 
preliminary  and  definitive  treaty,  but  his  good  faith  to   his  ally  the 
queen  of  Portugal  would  not  permit  his  acceding  to  a  separate  peace. 
It  was  then  agreed  that  France  should  treat  for  Holland  and  Spain, 
and  England  for   Portugal.     In  spite  of  these   obstacles,   and  others 
more  minute.  Lord  M,  arrived  at  Lisle,  and  the   powers  were   ex- 
changed, and  were  allov/ed  to  be  unexceptionable,  although   three 
months  afterwards  the  suppossd  defect  of  these  powers  was  made  the 
cause  of  the  rupture  of  the  negociation.     In  the  exalted  situation  this 
nation  held  relatively  to  France,  wlio  had  nothing  to  restore  to  Great 
Britain,  a  project  was  delivered  by  the  British  plenipotentiary,  which 
agreed  to   give  up  the  conquests  we  had  made,  with  certain  excep- 
tions ;  for  these  a  blank  was  left,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  France 
intended  to  divide  the  compensations  between  her  and  her  allies.    She 
had,  however,  no  difficulty  to  declare,  tliut  sjie   must  retain  every 
thing   for  herself.      AVhat,    Sir,  was  it  we   cflered  to  renounce  to 
France  ?  in  one  word,    all  that  we   had  taken  from   them ;  and  for 
what  Vv'ere  these  renunciations  to  be  made  ?   For  peace,  and  for  peace 
only.     And  to  whom?     To  a   nation   which  had  obtained  from  his 
majesty's  dominions  in  Europe,   nothing  in  the  course  of   the  war, 
which  had  never  met  our  fleets  but  to  add  to  the   catalogue  of  our 
victories,  and  to  swell  the  melancholy  lists  of  their  own  captures  and 
defeats.  Ovu*  proposal  was  allowed  by  the  French  ministers  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  directory.     Months   had   elapsed  in  sending-  couriers 
from  Lisle  to  Paris,  while  we,  Vvhcrn  they  had  summoned  a  definitive 
treaty,  only  were  to  stop  and  discuss  preliminary  points — we  were  to 
discuss  whether  his  majesty  would  relinquish  the  title  of  king  of 
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France,  a  harmless  feather,  at  most,  in  iJie  crown  of  England — whether 
we  would  restore  the  ships  takea  at  Touloti' — the  acquisition  of 
valour,  and  which  we  were  intitled,  on  every  g-round,  to  hold — 
whether  we  would  renounce  the  mortg-ag-e  we  might  possess  in  the 
Netherlands,  and  which  eng-aged  so  much  of  the  worthy  haronet's  at- 
tention. But  what  he  considers  as  so  important  was  of  no  importance 
at  all — we  have  none.  We  told  them  the  true  state  of  the  case,  and 
that  it  was  not  worth  talking-  about.  It  was  next  demanded  we  should 
consent  to  give  up  all  we  had  taken,  and  then  to  hear  what  we  had 
further  to  ask.  Is  it  possible  to  suppose  that  such  a  thing  coidd  be 
listened  to  by  any  covmtry  that  was  not  prepared  to  prostrate  itself  tit 
the  feet  of  France,  and  in  that  abject  posture  to  adore  its  conqueror^ 
to  solicit  new  insults,  to  submit  to  demands" still  more  degrading*  and 
ignominious,  and  to  concede  at  once  the  honor  of  the  British  name  ? 
His  majesty  had  no  hesitation  in  refusing  to  comply  with  such  inso- 
lent and  unwarrantable  demands.  His  majesty's  hrmness,  however, 
drew  new  assiu-ances  of  the  most  pacific  intentions  and  new  promises 
of  the  centre  projet.  The  same  offensive  demands  wei-e,  nevertheless, 
soon  after  renewed  on  the  part  of  the  directory,  and  Lord  M.  was 
finally  desired  to  go  to  England  for  fresh  powers.  Mr.  P.  having 
thus  stated  tlie  progress  and  issue  of  the  negociation,  concluded  in 
these  words:  there  is  one  great  resource,  which  I  trust  will  never 
abandon  us,  and  v.'hich  has  shone  forth  in  tiie  English  character,  by 
which  we  have  preserved  our  existence  and  fame  as  a  nation,  which 
I  trust  we  shall  be  determined  never  to  abandon  under  any  extremity, 
but  shall  join  hand  and  heart  in  the  solemn  pledge  that  is  proposed  to 
us,  and  declare  tohis  majesty,  thattve  knov-^  great  exertions  are  mauting, 
that  ive  are  prepared  to  make  them,  and  at  a'l  events  determined  to  stand  or 
fall  by  the  laws,  liberties,  a?i(i  religion  of  our  country.  Such 
was  the  influence  of  this  speech,  that  it  seemed  to  satisfy  all  doubts 
and  silence  all  opposition.  Sir  J.  Sinclair  confessed  he  was  not  in- 
sensible of  the  weight  of  the  ai'guments  adduced,  and  Viathdrcw  his 
motion. 

On  the  23d  of  November  Mr.  Pitt  brought  forward  his  annual 
statement  of  accounts.  The  expense  of  the  year  amounted  to  25  1-2 
millions.  In  order  to  furnish  a  supply,  he  declared  it  to  be  his  in- 
tention to  have  recourse  to  a  perfectly  new  and  solid  system  of 
finance.  Of  this  sum  6  1-2  millions  would  arise  from  the  unappro- 
priated produce  of  the  sinking  fund,  exchequer  bills  and  unmortgaged 
taxes,  19  millions  were  tlien  to  be  provided  for,  seven  of  these  he 
proposed  to  raise  within  the  year  by  a  new  impost,  which  should  be 
regulated  by  the  existing  assessed  taxes  in  a  triplicate  proportion  to 
their  actual  amount — limited,  however,  to  the  tenth  of  each  person's 
income,  and  modified  according  to  circumstances.  Of  the  remaining- 
twelve  millions,  four  might  be  borrowed  without  creating'  any  addi- 
tional debt;  the  produce  of  the  sinking  fund,  old  and  new,  appro- 
priated to  the  purpose  of  liquidating  the  national  debt,  being  ecjUiil 
to  that  amount.  For  the  other  eiglit  millions,  he  proposed  that  tlie 
triple  assessment  be  continued  till  the  principal  and  interest  be  com- 
pletely discharged  ;  so  that  after  seven  millions  should  be  raised  for 
the  service  of  the  year,  the  same  taxes,   iu  little  more  than  another 
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year,  would  pay  off  the  eight  millions  thus  borrowed,  with  the  inter- 
mediate  interest.  The  bill  was  opposed  with  much  severity  in  every 
stage  ;  and  on  the  second  reading,  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Sheridan  again 
made  their  appearance  in  the  house.  An  additional  clause  was  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Addington,  allowing  voluntary  contributions,  and 
adopted.     The  bill  finally  passed,  by  a  majority  of  196  to  71 . 

On  the  2rth  of  March,  1798,  Mr.  Dundas  moved  for  leave  to  bring 
in  his  bill,  for  the  defence  of  the  realm,  which  gave  rise  to  the  volim- 
teer  associations.  The  alien  and  the  habeas  corpus  suspension  bills 
were  revived.  Mr.  Pitt  also  proposed  a  financial  measure  for  the  re- 
demption, or  rather  the  commutation,  of  the  land-tax;  its  object  v/as 
to  absorb  a  large  quantity  of  stock,  and  in  the  process  to  transfer  a 
great  portion  of  the  national  debt  into  a  landed  security.  The  quan- 
tity of  stock  thus  transferred  was  in  its  amount  to  equal  at  least,  the 
quantity  of  land-tax,  which,  by  this  means,  should  be  extinguish- 
ed, and  become  applicable  to  the  public  service.  The  amount  of  the 
land-tax  is  two  millions  sterling;  the  minister  proposed  to  set  it  up  at 
tv;enty  years'  purchase,  when  the  three  per  cents,  were  at  fifty,  with  a 
proportionable  rise  of  purchasage,  according  to  their  increasing  price. 
Forty  millions  sterling,  the  present  amount  of  the  land-tax,  at  tvvMitv 
years'  purchase,  would  amount  to  eighty  millions,  3  per  cents,  stock 
at  fifty,  affording  an  interest  of  2,400,000/.  and  leaving  a  clear  gain  to 
the  revenue  of  400,000/.  a  year.  To  slmphfy  the  operation,  the 
purchase  was  to  be  made  in  stock,  and  not  in  money ;  tJie  proprietor 
was  to  have  the  opportunity  of  pre-emption,  as  tlie  land-tax  was  not 
to  be  offered  to  sale  to  third  persons,  until  tlie  expiration  of  a  certain 
period,  to  be  given  to  the  proprietor  of  the  land  to  make  hh  arrange- 
ments for  the  purchase;  afterwards  it  was  I'edeem.ablebv"  tlie  proprie- 
tor, on  replacing  to  the  original  pursliaser  the  same  quantity  ui  3  par 
cent,  stock  which  he  paid  as  the  price  of  his  purchase.  This  schen-ie 
encountered  strong  objections,  but  these  were  over-ruled,  and  a  bill 
conformable  to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  was  passed  into  a  law. 

The  alarm  at  invasion,  not  only  continuing  but  increasing,  and  the 
French  having  by  this  time  assembled  avast  force  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  channel,  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  on  the  25th  of  May, 
moved  for  a  bill  for  the  more  effectual  manning  of  tlie  navy  Tlie 
chief  object  he  had  in  view  was  the  temporray  suspension  of  protec- 
tions, and  it  was  his  wish  that  the  bill  should  that  day  pass  through 
its  different  stages.  Mr.  Tierney  expressed  his  belief  that  the  augmen- 
tation of  the  navy  might  be  provided  for  in  tlie  usual  v/ay.  N  >  ar- 
guments had  been  offered  to  prove  the  propriety  of  such  an  extraordi- 
nary deviation  from  the  common  practice  of  that  house  ;  nor  was  he 
prepared  to  give  three  or  four  votes  without  some  deliberation  and  re- 
flection in  favor  of  a  bill  wliich,  like  all  the  other  measures  of  mini- 
stry, he  considered  as  decidedly  hostile  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
Mr.  Pitt  rose  in  great  warmth,  and  said  "that  if  every  measure  adopt- 
ed against  the  designs  of  France  was  to  be  considci-ed  as  hostile  to  the 
liberties  of  this  country,  tlien  indeed. his  idea  of  libe-.-ty  differed  widely 
from  that  of  the  honorable  gentle7nan.  V/ere  the'present  bill  not 
passed  in  a  day,  it  was  obvious  that  those  wliom  it  concerned  might. 
ehide  its  effects :  but  if  the  measure  was  necessary,  and  that  a  previ  jus 
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notice  would  render  it  Inefficient,  how  could  the  honorable  gentleman's 
opposition  to  it  be  accounted  for,  but  from  a  desire  to  obstruct  the 
defence  of  the  country  ?"  Mr.  Tierney  now  rose,  and  called  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchequer  to  order ;  and  the  speaker  interposing  with 
that  dignified  impartiality  which  has  ever  marked  his  conduct,  ob- 
served, that  whatever  had  a  tendency  to  throw  suspicion  on  the  senti- 
ments of  a  member,  if  conveyed  in  language  that  clearly  marked  such 
intention,  was  certainly  irregular.  This  the  house  would  judge  of, 
but  they  would  wait  to  hear  the  honorable  gentleman's  explanation. 
Mr.  Pitt  replied,  "that  if  the  house  waited  for  his  explanation,  he 
feared  it  must  wait  a  longtime.  He  submitted  what  he  had  said  to  the 
judgment  of  the  house,  and  would  not  depart  from  any  thing  he  had 
advanced,  by  either  retracting  or  explaining  his  words."  Mr.  Tierney 
immediately  left  the  house,  a  challenge  was  sent  from  that  gentleman 
to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  a  duel  fought  between  them  on  the  ensuing  Sunday. 
The  following  article  appeared  in  the  public  prints,  on  Monday, 
May  28 — We  are  authorised  to  state,  that  in  consequence  of  what 
passed  on  Friday  last,  Mr.  Pitt,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Ryder,  and  Mr. 
Tierney,  accompanied  by  Sir  George  Walpole,  met  at  three  o'clock 
yesterday  afternoon,  on  Putney  heath.  After  some  ineffectual  at- 
tempts, on  the  part  of  the  seconds,  to  prevent  farther  proceedings,  the 
parties  took  their  ground  at  the  distance  of  twelve  paces.  A  case  of 
pistols  was  fired  at  the  same  moment,  without  effect ;  a  second  case  was 
also  fired  in  the  same  manner,  Mr.  Pitt  firing  his  pistol  in  the  air :  the 
seconds  then  jointly  interfered,  and  insisted  that  the  matter  should 
go  no  farther,  it  being  their  decided  opinion  that  sufficient  satisfac- 
tion had  been  given,  and  that  the  business  was  ended  with  perfect  ho- 
nor to  both  parties. 

The  state  of  Ireland  now  became  the  frequent  subject  of  inquiry 
and  animadversion,  but  ministry  represented  the  circumstances  as  too 
critical  for  discussion.  The  slave  trade  abolition  was  once  more  ne- 
gatived, and  the  session  was  ended  on  the  2rth  of  June.  It  was  during 
tills  vear  that  the  plans  of  the  United  Irishmen,  which  had  been  con- 
certed with  the  French  government  to  aid  their  invasion,  and  finally 
to  establish  Ireland  as  an  independent  republic,  became  known. — 
Conciliatory  measures  were  proposed  by  opposition,  but  tlie  ministry 
conceived,  that,  though  generally  successful  if  applied  before  the  pas- 
sions of  men  are  inflaiued,  they  would  now  come  too  late.  Vigorous 
means  were  therefore  adopted. — Troops  were  sent  over,  of  which  the 
English  militia  having  been  permitted  to  volunteer  the  service,  form- 
ed a  part,  and  the  insurrection  was  subdued.  In  the  mean  time  Lord 
Camden  was  recalled,  and  Marquis  Cornwallls,  who  united  great  mi- 
litaiy  talents  to  extensive  civil  knowledge,  succeeded  him.  This  no- 
ble niian's  judicious  plans  tended  much  to  quiet  and  prepare  Ireland  for 
a  permanent  systc-m,  which  might  prevent  the  recurrence  of  much 
evil.  Sir  J  B.  Warren's  victory  over  the  French  squadron,  which 
brought  assistaacc  to  the  insurgents,  also  contributed  to  extinguish 
the  rebellion.  Tiie  threats  of  invasion  were  continued,  and  the  nation 
was  in  arms  Bat  the  French  were  secretly  preparing  the  Egyptian 
expedition,  which  sailed  and  after  landing  the  troops,  it  will  ever  be 
proudly  remembered,  was   encountered  and  overcome  by  Admi^-aJ^ 
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Nelson.  In  pursuance  of  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formlo,  a  congress 
was  now  sitting"  at  Rastadt.  Russia  seemed  to  enter  earnestly  into  the 
war;  the  Porte  incensed  at  the  landing-  in  Egypt,  declared  against 
France ;  and  the  Americans,  indignant  at  the  conduct  of  the  French 
to  their  shipping,  were  also  preparing  to  take  part  if  the  negociation 
should  fail.  Tlie  British  ministers  had  recovered,  in  a  great  degree, 
their  popularity — so  powerful  is  the  influence  of  success — when  par- 
liament met  on  the  20th  of  November.  Opposition  still  continued 
their  secession  and  the  address  was  carried  with  only  one  dissenting 
voice. 

On  the  3d  of  Dec  the  minister,  in  a  speech  of  uncommon  length 
and  excellence,  developed  his  plans  of  finance  for  the  year;  the  sum 
total  of  the  supplies  required,  was  29,272,000;^.  The  ways  and 
means  for  which  there  were  the  usual  resources,  in  the  duties  substi- 
tuted in  lieu  of  the  land  tax,  now  made  perpetual,  the  lottery,  the 
consolidated  fund,  and  imports  and  exports,  extended  to  the  amount 
of  6,150,000;^.  The  remainder  of  the  sum  total  of  the  supplies  for 
the  year,  remained  to  be  raised,  either  by  a  tax  within  the  year,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  assessed  tax  bill  of  last  year,  or  by  a  loan,  was 
upwards  of  23  millions.  Last  session,  the  plan  of  trebling  the  assessed 
taxes,  not  only  v/as  taken  to  furnish  a  certain  portion  of  the  supplies 
of  the  year,  but  part  of  its  produce  was  assigned  for  the  extinction 
of  such  part  of  the  loan  of  eight  millions  as  was  not  covered  by  the 
sinking  fund.  Voluntary  contributions  had  made  up  the  deficit  on 
the  assessed  taxes;  and  "the  superior  produce  of  the  exports  and  im- 
ports beyond  the  estimate  of  ways  and  means,  had  brought  the  amount 
of  the  sums  to  be  raised  to  that  of  7  1-2  millions,  at  which  they  had 
been  calculated.  The  produce  of  the  assessed  taxes,  which  he  had 
estimated  at  4,500, 000^^.  under  all  the  modifications  they  had  un- 
dergone, and  all  the  evasions  and  tricks  with  which  so  many  persons 
had  shifted  the  public  burden  from  their  own  shoulders,  was  yet  four 
millions.  Instead  of  1,500,000;^.  the  voluntary  contributions  alrea- 
dy exceeded  tv\'o  millions  ;  and  the  sum  of  7  1-2  millions,  for  which. 
credit  had  been  taken,  and  had  been  effective  to  the  public  service. 
These  particulars,  respecting  the  estimate  of  1798,  being  premised, 
Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  state  a  new  plan  for  raising  a  very  considerable 
part  of  the  supplies  within  the  year,  and  o.f  course  proportionably  di- 
minishing that  of  the  sum  to  be  borrowed.  This  was  by  a  tax  on  in- 
come. The  commissioners  who  should  be  invested  with  power  of 
fixing  every  one's  income,  should  be  persons  of  a  respectable  situation 
in  life,  and'men  of  integrity  and  independence ;  and  peculiar  provi- 
sions were  framed  to  secure  such  a  choice.  No  persons  whose  incomes 
were  under  60>C-  a  year  should  pay  any  thing,  every  one  should  state 
what  the  sum  was,  which  he  was  willing  to  contribute  under  a  decla- 
ration, that  what  he  so  contributed  was  not  less  than  one  tenth  of  his 
income.  But  the  next  point  to  be  considered,  was  in  what  manner 
the  declaration  of  the  parties  should  be  checked  and  ascertained.  The 
mode  Mr.  Pitt  would  propose,  was,  that  it  should  be  made  the  duty 
of  some  officers  in  each  district,  to  lay  before  the  commissioners  any 
grounds  of  doubt  which  they  might  entertain.  When  these  grounds 
of  doubt  should  be  transmitted  to  the  commissioners,  they  should  have 
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the  power  of  requirin.^  a  specification  of  income  arising-  from  the  dif- 
ferent branches,  and  according  to  tl:C  forms  prescribed  by  a  schedule 
annexed  to  the  act.  If  tlie  commissioners  should  not  be  satisfied, 
they  mig-ht  require  another  specification.  Individuals  also  might  state 
in  what  they  had  been  overcharged.  If  the  commissioners  should 
not  be  satisfied  with  the  scliedule  g-iven  in,  tliey  should  have,  in  that 
case,  the  ]:>owcr  to  proceed  to  examinations  by  oath  ;  but  they  should 
have  no  power  to  compel  a  man  to  ansv.cr — tliey  should  neither  have 
authority  to  call  for  books,  nor  to  exaniine  cleiks  or  ag'ents.  If, 
however,  the  party  examined  should  withhold  any  information  on  these 
points,  it  should  rest  v/ith  the  commissioners  to  form  their  own  opi- 
nion, and  their  judgment  should  he  final,  unless  the  party  chose  to 
appeal  to  tlie  highest  order  of  the  commissioners;  but,  even  in 
tliat  case,  no  books  or  papers  should  be  examined.  If  the  party- 
should  be  unwilling-  to  produce  those  papeis,  he  must  acquiesce  in 
the  decision  wlilch  the  commissioners  should  come  to  upon  such 
6thcr  information  as  it  might  be  in  their  power  to  obtain.  Such 
information  the  commissioners  should  be  strictly  sworn  not  to 
''isclose,  nor  to  avail  themselves  of  it  for  any  purpose  separate 
flora  tiie  execution  of  the  act-  If  however  any  information  should 
be  made  upon  oath,  which  the  commissioners  should  think  to 
be  false,  they  might  carry  on  a  prosecution  for  perjury.  Mr.  Pitt 
proceeded  to  propose  certain  exemptions  from  disclosure  of  income: 
.'il^attments  and  allov,  ances  in  favour  of  certain  descriptions  of  per- 
sons; Ljr.il  r.cxt  iw  c^M.niJcL'  the  probable  amoimt  of  the  tax.— 
Having- reviewed  tlie  g-eneral  sources  of  vvealth  in  this  counby,  he 
stated  the  national  income  to  be  102,000,000/.  annually,  clear  of  all 
deductions ;  on  this  sum,  a  tax  of  10  per  ceiit.  v.as  likely  to 
produce  10,000,000/.  a  year.  Mr.  Pitt  jiaving  thus  explained  the 
nature  and  object  of  his  present  plan  of  finance,  observed,  that  it 
was  founded  on  an  extension  of  the  general  principle  of  that  financial 
measure  which  had  been  adopted  last  session  of  parliament.  If  the 
committee  had  seen  the  advantag-es  of  that  principle,  imperfect  as  it 
was,  in  comparison  of  that  of  the  present  measure,  they  would  find 
-  something  better  than  reason  to  induce  them  to  adhere  to  it:  they 
would  find  that  their  ov.n  experience  decided  in  its  favor.  Amon^^ 
•Al  the  various  cii-cumstances  in  which  resided  the  hopes  of  our  ene- 
mies abroad,  of  all  the  causes  that  chiefly  ag-gravated  the  fears  of  those 
who  were  most  desponding  at  home,  there  were  none  wdiich  more  for- 
cibly operated  than  the  hopes  on  the  one  hand  and  the  fears  on  the 
other,  of  increasing-  our  funded  debt.  It  was  not  so  much  the  power, 
enmity,  or  extravagance  of  t!ie  enemy  tliat  excited  apprehension,  but 
that  we  should  trust  to  the  usual  resources  of  the  covmtry  till  they 
failed;  and  that  no  others  could  be  substituted  in  their  place,  without 
danger  and  mischief  resulting  from  them.  We  have,  however,  had 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing,  that  now,  under  the  accumulated  bur- 
d/'us  of  protracted  war,  after  a  period  of  six  years  of  arduous  contest, 
after  events  alarming  to  the  public  credit  of  the  kingdom,  we  have 
sten,  after  all  this,  the  country  on  a  sudden  rousing  herself,  and  adopt- 
ing new  means  of  vigor  and  exertion,  distinguishing  herself  and  sur- 
2.iiS)Pg  tUe  proudest  period  of  the  British  history.     We  have  had  the 
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happiness  of  becoming  instrumental  in  producing  the  glorious  change 
which  has  taken  place ;  but  let  it  be  recollected  that  it  is  not  those 
events  which  are  the  most  dazzling  and  striking,  that,  perhaps,  have 
had  the  largest  share  in  producing  the  favourable  change  in  the  situa- 
tion and  prospects  of  the  country.  It  is  true  all  this  is  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  secrecy  and  vigilance  displayed  in  our  naval  departments,  the 
disposition  of  our  maritime  strength ;  but  they  are  to  be  ascribed 
more  immediately  to  the  transcendant,  the  unequalled  abilities,  and  in- 
trepidity and  skill  of  our  commanders,  to  whose  merits  I  cannot 
do  justice.  There  has  been  shewn  a  degree  of  fervent  zeal,  of  perse- 
verance, of  ardour,  of  resolution  on  the  part  of  British  seamen,  by 
which  their  character  is  raised  in  the  estimation  of  the  world.  But 
while  this  valour  and  activity  have  averted  the  impending  storm,  do 
not  let  us  forget  that  the  power  of  employing  such  a  force  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  circumstance  of  our  possessing  the  pecuniary  resources 
necessary  to  furnish  that  force.  The  resources  for  our  national  de- 
fence have  arisen  from  the  firmness  and  inflexible  perseverance  of  par- 
liament ;  from  the  zeal,  magnanimity  and  decision  in  promoting  the 
public  interest,  which  have  characterised  all  classes  of  British  subjects. 
They  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  being  instrumental  in  the  salvation 
of  themselves  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  and  of  vindicating  their  in- 
sulted honors.  We  have  seen  a  mercantile  country,  arm  themselves 
for  the  defence  of  their  country.  We  have  happily  seen  them,  with- 
out any  diminution  of  that  mercantile  pursuit  which  furnishes  their 
resources,  d'^i^lay  the  noblest  instances  of  magnanimity,  and  persons 
from  whose  situations  and  habits  it  would  least  have  been  expected, 
shew  a  degree  of  military  zeal  and  enthusiasm  which  has  given  us  all 
the  advantages  of  a  military  nation,  without  any  diminution  of  those 
other  advantages  which  are  more  felt  than  cherished  among  us.  I 
must  believe  there  is  not  a  man  who  would  be  disposed  to  question 
the  policy  of  the  conduct  which  we  have  adopted.  When  we  have 
the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  by  performing  our  duty  we  have 
consulted  our  immediate  interest  as  much  as  our  permanent  security; 
we  can  have  no  hesitation  in  adhering  to  the  same  line  of  conduct,  and 
following  up  that  system  which  has  been  productive  of  so  much 
benefit.  On  these  grounds,  therefore,  he  would  propose  a  set  of  re- 
solutions on  the  plan  which  he  had  submitted  to  their  consideration. 
The  bill  finally  passed  by  a  great  m.-vjority.  It  was,  however,  justly 
unpopular,  from  its  imposing  the  heaviest  burdens  upon  the  middling 
classes,  andfrom  its  great  exposure  of  private  concerns.  The  other 
taxes  were  laid  on  sugar,  coffee,  bills  of  exchange  and  stamps. 

A  provisional  treaty  was  concluded  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russia,  December  18,  1798.  His  Britannic  majesty  engaged  to 
furnish  the  pecuniary  succours,  225,000/.  sterling  for  the  first 
and  most  urgent  expences;  of  which  75,000/  was  to  be  paid 
as  soon  as  the  troops  had  passed  the  Russian  frontier-  It  was 
also  stipulated,  that  his  Britannic  majesty  should  pay  for  a 
campaign  of  eight  months,  a  subsidy  of  112,500/.  per  month— 
two-thirds  of  the  sum  to  be  immediately  paid,  the  oth.er  third 
at  the  conclusion  of  a  peace.  The  Emperor,  on  his  part,  was 
to  bring  to  the  field  forty-five  thousand  men,  in  cavalry  and 
h2 
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infantry,    with  the    necessar}-    artillery.     The    contracting    parties 
eng-agecl  not   to  make   either  peace  or  armistice  without  including 
each  other  in   the  treaty.     A    message    from    his    majesty    stated 
this  convention   to   parliament,  and  the  requisite   subsidy    was  pro- 
posed by  ministers.     Mr    Pitt,  In  a  very  eloquent  speech,  enlarged  on 
the  merits  of  the  prince,  who  now  swayed  the  Russian  sceptre.  From 
the  praises  of  Paul,  Mr.  Pitt  passed  to  those  of  the  people  of  England. 
"There  is,"  said  he,  "a  high  spirited  pride,  an  elevated  loyalty,  a  ge- 
nerous warmth  of  heart,   a  nobleness  of  spuit,  a  hearty  hilarity  and 
manly  gaiety  that  distinguish  oiu-  nation,  in  which  v.e  are  to  look  for 
the  hest  pledges  of  general  safety,  and  of  that  security  against  general 
usurpation,  wliich  other  nations,  in  their  weakness  or  their  folly,  have 
no  where  found.     With  respect  to  that  which   appeared  so  much  to 
embarrass  certain  gentlemen,  the  deliverance  of  Eiuope^  he  w-ould  not 
say  particularly  Vv'hat  it  was  ;  whether  from  the  infection  of  false  prin- 
ciples, the  corroding  cares  of  a  period  of  distraction    and  dismay, 
or  tlie  dissolution  of  all   goveimments,   and  death  of  all  social  order 
and  religion.     Will  tlien  gentlemen  continue  to  regard  with  suspi- 
cion  the  conduct  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia  ?     Has  he  not  sufficiently 
shewn  his  devotion  to  the  cause  In  which  we  are  engaged,  by  the  kind, 
and  number,  and  value  of  his  sacrifices,  ultimately  to  prevail  in  the 
struggle  against  a  tyranny,  Vvhich,  in   changing  our  point  of  vision, 
we  every  where  find  accompanied  In  its  desolating  progress,  by  de- 
gradation, misery  and  nakedness,  to  the  unhappy  victims  of  its  power 
— a  tyranny  which  has  magnified  and  strengthened  its  powers  to  do 
mischief  In  tb.e  proportion  that  the  legitimate  and  venerable  fabrics 
of  civilized  and  polished  society  have  declined  from  the   meridian  of 
their  glory,  andlostthe  power  of  doing  good — a  tyranny  which  strides 
across  the  Ill-fated  domain  of  France,  its  foot  armed  with  the  scythe 
of  oppression  and  indiscriminate  proscription,   that  touches  only  to 
blight,  and  rests  only  to  destroy — the  reproach  and  the  curse  of  the 
infatuated  peoj^le  who  still  continue  to   acknowledge  it.      In  my  view 
of  security,  every  object  of  ambition  and  aggrandizement  is  abandon- 
ed.    Our  simple  object  Is  security,  just  security,  with  a  little  mixture 
of  indemnification.     But   wishing  to  be  understood,  1  answer  the  ho- 
norable gentleman  when  he  asks,  "Does  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
man mean  to  prosecute  the  war  until   the  French  republic  is  over- 
thrown ?     Is  it  his  determination  not  to  treat  with  France  while  it 
continues  a  republic  ?"     I  answer,   I  do  not  confine  my  views  to  the 
territorial  limits  of  France ;  I  contemplate  the  principles,  character, 
and  conduct  of  France  ;   1  consider  what  these  are  ;  I  see  in  them  the 
issues  of  destruction,  of  infamy  and  ruin,  to  every  state  in  her  alliance ; 
and,  therefore,  I  say,  that  until  the  aspect  of  that  mighty   mass  of 
Iniquity  and  folly  Is  entirely  changed,   until,  by  the  common  consent 
of  the  general  voice  of  all  men,  I   can  with  truth  tell  parliament, 
France  is  no  longer  terrible  for  her  contempt  of  the  rights  of  every 
other  nation — she  no  longer  avows  schemes  of  universal  empire — she 
has  settled  Into  a  state,  whose  government  can  maintain  those  relations 
,in  their  integrity,  in  which  alone  civilized  communities  are  to  find 
their  security,  there  can  be  no  safety  in  peace.     Such  are  my  senti- 
ments,    lam    not  afraid  to  avow  them.    I   commit   them  to  the 
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thinking  among  mankind;  and  if  they  have  not  been  poisoned  by  the 
stream  of  French  sophistry,  and  prejudiced  by  her  falsehood,  I  am 
sure  they  will  approve  of  the  determination  1  have  avowed,  for  those 
grave  and  mature  reasons  on  which  I  found  it. 

It  was  in  this  period  of  the  session  that  the  grand  and  important 
measure  of  the  union  of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  became  the  subject 
of  parliamentary  consideration.  On  the  22d  of  January,  a  message  on 
that  subject  was  received  from  his  majesty  by  botli  houses  of  parlia- 
ment. His  majesty,  after  adverting  to  the  unremitting  industry  with 
which  our  enemies  persevered  in  tlieir  avowed  desi^m  of  effecting  the 
separation  of  Ireland  from  this  kingdom,  recommended  it  to  tlie  lords 
and  commons  *'  to  consider  of  the  most  effectual  means  of  finally  de- 
feating that  design,  by  disposing  the  pai-liaments  of  both  kingdoms  to 
provide,  in  the  manner  which  they  slieald  judge  the  most  expedient, 
for  settling  such  a  complete  and  niml  adjustment,  as  might  best  tend 
to  improve  and  perpetuate  a  connection  essential  for  their  common 
security,  and  consolidate  the  strength,  power,  and  resources  of  the 
British  empire."  On  the  f  llowing  day,  when  this  message  was 
taken  into  consideration,  Mr.  Dundas  introduced  a  motion,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  was,  "  that  the  house  would  proceed,  with  all  due 
dispatch,  to  the  consideration  of  the  several  interests  recommended  in 
his  majesty's  gracious  message  to  their  serious  attention."  Mr. 
Sheridan  said,  that  before  ministers  recommended  to  the  house  of 
commons  to  take  measures  that  led  inevitably  to  the  discussion  of 
some  plan  of  union,  it  was  incumbent  on  tliem  to  have  shewn,  that 
the  last  pledge  of  the  English  parliament  to  the  people  of  Ireland,  by 
•which  their  independence  was  recognized,  and  their  rights  acknow- 
ledged, had  not  produced  that  unanimity  which  the  parliaments  of  the 
two  countries  ought  to  cherish.  He  then  entered  at  large  into  the 
question,  and  concluded  by  moving  an  amendment,  which  went  to 
state,  that  "  there  appeared  to  be  an  intention  of  effecting  an  union, 
and  to  implore  his  majesty  not  to  listen  to  those  who  might  advise 
such  a  measure  at  the  present  crisis."  Mr  Pitt  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  enter  fully  into  the  important  details  which  the  subject  be- 
fore them  naturally  suggested,  and  although  he  spoke  at  some  length 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Slieridan,  we  pass  on  to  his  speech  when  the  question 
was  resumed,  as  it  contains  all  that  can  be  said  upon  the  subject  in  the 
most  eloquent  form.  Mr.  Sheridan  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
the  original  motion  was  put  and  carried  Soon  after  this.  Intelligence 
was  received  by  the  British  government,  that  the  proposal  for  an 
union,  which  had  been  laid  before  the  Irish  parliament,  had  been  re- 
jected. It  was  carried  in  the  upper  house  by  a  great  majority,  but 
lost  in  the  commons  by  one  vote. 

On  Thursday,  January  31,  1799,  the  order  of  the  day  for  taking 
his  majesty's  message,  relative  to  an  union  with  Ireland,  into  consi- 
deration being  read,  Mr.  Pitt  rose  and  said,  that  when  he  proposed  to 
the  house  that  measure  the  last  time,  in  order  to  fix  the  present  day 
for  its  farther  consideration,  he  indulged  a  hope  that  the  result  of  a 
similar  communication  to  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  would  have 
opened  a  more  favourable  prospect  than  at  present  existed,  of  its 
speedy  accomplishment.    But  while  he  admitted  and  respected  the 
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rights  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland,  he  felt,  that,  as  a  member  of  the 

Sarliament  of  Great  Bi-itain,  he  also  had  a  right  to  exercise,  and  a 
ut}'  to  perform.  That  duty  was  to  express,  as  distinctly  as  he  could, 
the  general  nature  and  outline  of  the  plan,  which,  in  his  conscience, 
he  thau.^ht  would  tend,  in  the  strongest  manner,  to  ensure  the  safety 
and  happiness  of  both  kingdoms.  If  parUament,  after  full  explana- 
tion, and  mature  deliberation,  should  be  of  the  same  opinion,  he  would 
propose  that  its  determination  should  remain  recorded  as  that  by 
which  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  were  ready  to  abide,  leaving  to 
the  legislature  of  Ireland  to  reject  or  adopt  it  hereafter,  upon  a 
full  consideration  of  the  measure.  '  do  entertain  a  confidence,  con- 
tinued Mr.  P.  even  under  the  apparent  discouragement  of  the 
opinion  expressed  by  the  Irish  house  of  commons,  that  this  measure 
is  founded  upon  such  clear,  such  demonstrable  grounds  of  utility  ;  is 
so  calculated  to  add  to  the  strength  and  power  of  the  empire,  (in 
which  the  safety  of  Ireland  is  included,  and  from  which  it  never  can 
be  separated)  and  is  attended  with  so  many  advantages  to  Ireland  in 
particular,  that  all  that  can  be  necessary  for  its  ultimate  adoption  is, 
that  it  should  be  stated  distinctly,  temperately  and  fully,  and  that  it 
should  be  left  to  the  unprejudiced,  the  dispassionate,  the  sober  judg- 
ment of  the  parliament  of  Ireland.  I  am  the  more  encouraged  in  this 
hope  of  the  ultimate  success  of  this  measure  when  I  see  that  barely 
more  than  one  half  of  the  members  that  attended  the  house  of  com- 
mons were  adverse  to  it ;  and  that  in  the  other  house  of  parliament  in 
Ireland,  containing,  as  it  does,  so  large  a  portion  of  the  property  of 
that  kingdom,  it  was  approved  by  a  great  majority.  When  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  the  sentiments  of  a  large  party  of 
the  people  of  that  country  are  favourable  to  it ;  and  that  much  of  the 
manufacturing  and  of  the  commercial  interests  of  Ireland  are  already 
sensible  how  well  it  is  calculated  to  promote  their  advantage,  I  think 
that  it  will  still  terminate  in  that  which  can  alone  be  a  fortunate 
result.  Let  me  ask.  what  is  the  situation  of  affairs  that  has  called  us 
to  the  discussion  of  this  subject?  This  very  connection,  the  neces- 
sity of  which  has  been  admitted  on  all  hands,  has  been  attacked  by 
foreign  enemies  and  by  domestic  traitors.  The  dissolution  of  this 
connection  is  the  great  object  of  the  hostility  of  our  common  ene- 
mies ;  let  us  profit  by  the  designs  of  those  who,  if  their  conduct  dis- 
plays no  true  wisdom,  at  least  possess  that  species  of  wisdom  which 
is  calculated  for  the  pi-omotion  of  mischief.  The  settlement  which 
was  made  in  1782  consisted  in  the  demolition  of  the  system  which  be- 
fore held  the  two  countries  together.  Such  was  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  1782  ;  and  I  can  prove  it  to  be  so,  not  only  from  the  plainest 
reasoning,  but  I  can  prove  it  by  the  opinion  expressed  by  the  British 
parliament  at  that  very  time.  I  can  prove  it  by  the  opinion  expressed 
by  those  very  ministers  by  whom  it  was  proposed  and  conducted. 
On  a  former  night,  I  read  an  extract  from  the  journals,' to  shew  what 
was  the  opinion  even  of  those  by  whom  the  final  adjustment  was  pro- 
posed. It  would  then  appear,  that  the  message  was  sent  to  the  parlia- 
ment of  Ireland,  recommending  to  them  the  adoption  of  some  plan  for 
a  final  adjustment  between  the  two  countries ;  in  answer  to  this,  the 
parUament  of  Ireland  stated  certain  grievances,  the  principal  of  which 
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was,  the  powers  claimed  by  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  of  making 
laws  to  bind  Ireland.  On  that  ground  was  moved  the  repeal  of  what 
was  called  the  declaratory  act ;  which  motion  was  assented  to  by- the 
British  parliament.  I  beg  farther  to  state,  that  after  the  motion  for 
the  bill,  of  which  so  much  has  been  said,  was  passed,  an  address  to  his 
majesty  was  moved  and  carried,  praying  liim  to  take  such  farther  mea- 
sures as  to  him  seemed  proper,  to  strengthen  the  connection  between 
the  two  countries.  I  now  come  to  the  commercial  proposition 
which  was  brouglit  forward  in  1785.  The  best,  perhaps,  that  can 
be  said  of  it  Is,  that  it  went  as  far  as  circumstances  would  then  permit, 
to  draw  the  two  countries  into  a  closer  connection,  yet  if  I  am  not 
mistaken,  it  will  be  found  that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  of  that 
day.  In  Ireland,  in  a  debate  upon  the  Irish  propositions,  held  tliis 
lang-uage  : — "  If  this  infatuated  country  gives  up  the  present  offer, 
she  may  look  for  It  again  in  vain — things  cannot  remain  as  they  are — 
commercial  jealousy  Is  roused— it  will  Increase  with  two  Independent 
legislatures,  and  without  an  united  interest  In  commerce.  In  a  com- 
mercial empire,  political  union  will  receive  m.aiiy  shocks,  and  separa- 
tion of  interest  must  threaten  separation  of  connection,  which  every 
honest  Irishman  must  shudder  to  look  at  as  apossible  event." 

What  Is  the  evil  to  which  he  alludes  ?  Commercial  jealousies  be- 
tween two  countries  acting  upon  the  laws  of  two  independent  legis- 
latures, and  the  danger  of  those  legislatures  acting  in  opposition 
to  each  other.  How  can  this  evil  be  remedied  ?  By  two  means  only; 
either  by  some  corpnn^t  p-t--^ ;-;;-  l^  ;;,^  Ir^ismtUiC;  cf  th?  two 
countries,  respecting  the  mode  of  forming  their  commercial  regula- 
tions, or  else  by  blending  the  two  legislatures  together;  these  are  the 
only  two.  I  defy  the  wit  of  man  to  point  out  a  third.  The  experi- 
ment of  a  mutual  compact  has  been  ti'ied  without  success;  the  result 
then  is — you  must  remain  in  the  state  which  that  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  described,  or  you  must  again  recur  to  the  proposal  of  a 
compact  similar  to  that  rejected  in  1785,  or  you  must  resort  to  the  best 
and  most  effectual  remedy — a  legislative  union.  If  we  were  to  ask 
the  ministers  of  our  allies,  what  measure  they  thought  the  most  likely 
to  augment  the  power  of  the  British  empire,  and  consequently  In- 
erease  that  strength  by  which  they  were  now  protected — if  we  were  to 
ask  the  agent  of  our  enemies,  what  measure  would  be  the  most  likely 
to  render  their  designs  abortive — the  answer  would  be  the  same  in 
both  cases,  viz.  the  firm  consolidation  of  every  part  of  the  empire. 
There  is  another  consideration  well  worth  attention  :  Recollect  what 
are  the  peculiar  means  by  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  resist  the 
unequalled  and  eccentric  efforts  of  France,  without  any  diminution, 
nay  with  an  Increase  of  our  general  prosperity — what,  but  the  great 
commercial  resources  which  we  possess  ?  A  measure  then,  which 
must  communicate  to  such  a  mighty  limb  of  the  empire  as  Ireland,  all 
the  commercial  advantages  which  Great  Britain  possesses,  which  will 
open  the  markets  of  the  one  country  to  the  other,  which  will  give 
them  both  the  common  use  of  their  capital,  must,  by  diffusing  a  large 
portion  of  wealth  into  Ireland,  considerably  increase  the  resources, 
and  consequently  the  strength  of  the  whole  empire.  But  it  Is  not 
me;:ely  in  this  general  view,  that  I  think  the  question  ought  to  be  coa- 
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sidered.  We  ought  to  look  to  it  with  a  view  peculiarly  to  the  per- 
jnanent  interest  and  security  of  Ireland.  When  that  country  was 
threatened  with  the  double  danger  of  hostile  attacks  by  enemies  with- 
out, and  of  treason  within,  from  what  quarter  did  she  derive  the 
means  of  her  deliverance  ? — from  the  naval  force  of  Great  Britain — 
from  the  voluntary  exertions  of  her  military  of  every  description,  not 
called  for  by  law,  and  from  her  pecuniary  resources,  added  to  the 
loyalty  and  energy  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland  itself;  of  which  it  is 
impossible  to  speak  with  too  much  praise,  and  which  shews  liow  well 
they  deserve  to  be  called  the  brethren  of  Britons.  When  that  danger 
threatened  Ireland,  the  purse  of  Great  Britain  was  as  open  for  the 
wants  of  Ireland,  as  for  the  necessities  of  England.  I  do  not,  Sir, 
state  these  circumstances,  as  upbraiding  Ireland  for  the  benefits  we 
have  conferred;  far  from  it;  but  I  state  them  with  pleasuse,  as  shew- 
ing the  friendship  and  good-will  with  which  the  country  has  acted 
towards  her.  It  is  to  identify  them  with  us — it  is  to  make  them  part 
of  the  same  community,  by  giving  them  a  full  share  of  those  accumu- 
lated blessings  which  are  diffused  througliout  Great  Britain  ;  it  is,  in 
a  word,  by  giving  them  a  full  participation  of  the  wealth,  the  power, 
and  the  glory  of  the  British  empire.  Until  the  kingdoms  are  united, 
any  attempt  to  make  regulations  here  for  the  internal  state  of  Ireland, 
must  certainly  be  a  violation  of  her  independence.  But  feeling,  as  I 
do,  for  their  interests  and  their  welfare,  I  cannot  be  inattentive  to  the 
events  that  are  passing  before  me.  I  must  therefore  repeat,  that  who- 
ever considers  Uiat  t\^^  C!!f!l^y  !'**^^  .shewn  bv  their  conduct,  that  they 
considered  Ireland  as  the  weakest  and  most  vulnerable  part  of  the  em- 
pire ;  whoever  reflects  upon  those  dreadful  and  inexcusable  cruelties, 
instigated  by  the  enemies  of  both  countries,  and  upon  those  lamenta- 
ble severities  by  which  tlie  exertions  for  the  defence  of  Ireland  were 
unhappily,  but  unavoidably  attended,  must  feel  that,  as  it  now  stands 
composed  in  the  hostile  division  of  its  sects,  in  the  animosities  exist- 
ing between  ancient  settlers  and  original  inhabitants,  in  the  ignorance 
and  want  of  civilization  which  mark  that  country  more  than  almost 
any  other  country  in  Europe,  in  the  unfortunate  prevalence  of  Jaco- 
bin principles,  arising  from  these  causes,  and  augmenting  their  malig- 
nity, and  which  have  produced  that  distressed  state  which  we  now 
deplore  ;  every  one,  I  say,  who  reflects  upon  all  these  circvnustances, 
must  agree  with  me  in  thinking,  that  there  is  no  cure  but  in  the  form 
ation  of  a  general  imperial  legislature,  free  alike  from  terror  and  from 
resentment,  removed  from  the  danger  and  agitation,  and  uninfiuenced 
by  the  prejudices,  and  uninflamed  by  the  passions  of  that  distracted 
country.  Above  all,  in  the  great  leading  distinction  between  tlie 
people  of  Ireland,  (I  mean  their  religious  distinctions)  what  is  their 
situation?  The  protestant  feels  that  the  claims  of  the  catholics 
threaten  the  existence  of  the  protestant  ascendancy ;  v/hile,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  great  body  of  catholics  feel  the  establishment  of  the 
national  church,  and  their  exclusion  from  the  exercise  of  certain 
rights  and  privileges  a  grievance.  Between  the  two,  it  becomes  a 
matter  of  difficulty  in  the  minds  of  many  persons,  vvhether  it  would 
be  better  to  listen  only  to  the  fears  of  the  former,  or  to  grant  the  claims 
of  the  latter.    No  man  can  say,  that  in  the  present  state  of  things,  and 
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while  Ireland  remains  a  separate  kingdom,  full  concessions  could  be 
made  to  the  catholics,  without  endangering  the  state,  and  shaking 
the  constitution  of  Ireland  to  its  centre.  In  the  second  place,  I  think  it 
certain  that,  even  for  whatever  period  it  may  be  thought  necessary, 
after  the  union,  to  withhold  from  the  catholics  the  enjoyment  of  those 
advantages,  many  of  the  objections  which  at  present  arise  out  of  their 
situation  would  be  removed,  if  the  protestant  legislature  were  no  lon- 
ger separate  and  local,  but  general  and  imperial ;  and  the  catholics 
themselves  would  at  once  feel  a  mitigation  of  the  most  goading  and 
irritating  of  their  present  causes  of  complaint.  How  far,  in  addition 
to  this  great  and  leading  consideration,  it  may  also  be  wise  and  practi- 
cable to  accompany  the  measure  by  some  mode  of  relieving  the  lower 
orders  from  the  pressure  of  tithes,  or  to  make,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, and  without  breaking  in  on  the  security  of  the  present  protest- 
ant establishment,  an  effectual  and  adequate  provision  for  the  catholic 
clergy,  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  discuss.  It  is  sufficient  to  say,  that 
these  and  all  other  subordinate  points  connected  with  the  same  sub- 
ject, are  more  likely  to  be  permanently  and  satisfactorily  settled  by 
an  united  legislature,  than  by  any  local  arrangements.  I  have  heard 
it  asked,  when  I  pressed  the  measm'e,  what  are  the  positive  advan- 
tages tliat  Ireland  is  to  derive  from  it?  To  this  very  question  I  pre- 
sume the  considerations  which  I  have  already  urged  afford  a  sufficient 
answer.  It  will  be  found  to  bear  some  resemblance  to  a  question  which 
has  been  repeatedly  put  by  some  of  the  gentlemen  opposite  to  me, 
during  the  last  six  years.  What  are  the  advantages  which  Great  Bri- 
tain has  gained  by  the  present  war  with  France  ?  To  this,  the  bril- 
liant successes  of  the  British  arms  by  sea  and  land,  our  unexampled 
naval  victories  over  all  our  enemies,  the  solid  acquisition  vf  valuable 
territory,  the  general  JncreaKc  of  our  power,  the  progressive  extension 
of  our  commerce,  and  a  series  of  events  more  glorious  tiian  any  that 
ever  adorned  the  page  of  our  history,  afford  at  once  an  ample  and  a 
satisfactory  answer.  But  there  is  another  general  answer  which  we 
have  uniformly  given,  and  which  would  alone  be  sufficient :  it  is,  that 
we  did  not  enter  into  this  war  for  any  purpose  of  ambition ;  our  ob- 
ject was  not  to  acquire,  but  to  preserve ;  and  in  this  sense,  what 
"we  have  gained  by  the  war  is,  in  one  word,  all  that  we  sliould  have 
lost  without  it :  it  is  the  preservation  of  our  constitution,  our  inde- 
pendence, our  honour,  our  existence  as  a  nation.  In  the  same  man- 
ner I  might  answer  tlie  question  with  respect  to  Ireland ;  I  might 
enumerate  the  general  advantages  v/hich  Ireland  would  derive  from 
the  effects  of  the  arrangements  to  which  I  have  already  referred — 
the  protection  which  she  will  secure  to  herself  in  the  hour  of 
danger.  The  most  effectual  means  of  increasing  her  commerce 
and  improving  her  agriculture,  the  command  of  EngUsh  capital, 
the  infusion  of  English  manners  and  English  industry,  necessarily 
tending  to  ameliorate  her  condition,  to  accelerate  the  progress  of 
internal  civilization,  and  to  terminate  those  feuds  and  dissentions 
which  now  distract  the  country,  and  which  she  does  not  possess  with- 
in herself,  tlie  power  either  to  conti'oul  or  to  extinguish.  She  would 
see  the  avenue  to  honors,  to  d'stinctions,  and  exalted  situations  in  the 
general  seat  of  empire,  opened  to  all  those  whose  abilities  and  talents 
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enable  them  to  indulge  an  honorable  and  laudable  ambition.  But, 
independent  of  all  these  advantages,  I  mig-ht  also  answer,  that  the 
question  is  not  what  Ireland  ought  to  gain,  but  \vhat  she  is  to  pre- 
serve. Those  blessings,  of  which  it  has  long  been  the  aim  of  France, 
in  conjunction  with  domestic  traitors,  todepn\e  her,  and  on  their 
ruins  to  establish  (with  allits  attendant  miseries  and  horrors')  a  Jacobin 
republic,  founded  on  French  influence,  and  existing  only  in  sub- 
serviency to  F.ance.  Mr.  Pitt  proceeded  to  adduce  particular  rea- 
sonings of  the  Irish  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  in  1785,  founded 
upon  imports  and  exports  which  that  gentleman  contended,  made 
the  propositions  of  that  year  so  valuable  to  the  Irish  nation,  that  they 
could  not  hesitate  about  embracing  the  offer ;  the  right  honorable 
gentleman  then  passed  on  to  the  objections  stated  to  the  measure. 
The  first,  said  he,  is,  that  the  parliament  of  Ireland  is  incompetent  to 
entertain  and  discuss  the  question,  without  having  previously  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  their  constituents.  No 
man  who  maintains  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  be  co-equal  with 
our  own,  can  deny  its  competency  on  this  question,  unless  he  means 
to  go  the  length  of  denying,  at  the  same  moment,  the  whole  of  the 
authority  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain,  to  shake  every  principle 
of  legislation,  and  to  maintain,  that  all  the  acts  passed,  and  every  thing 
done  by  parliament,  or  sanctioned  by  its  authority,  however  sacred, 
however  beneficial,  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  act  of  usurpation . 
He  must  not  only  deny  tlie  validity  of  the  union  between  Scotland 
and  England,  but  he  must  deny  the  authority  of  every  one  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  limited  legislature  since  the  union;  nay.  Sir,  he 
must  go  still  farther,  and  deny  the  authority  under  which  we  now 
sit  and  deliberate  here  as  a  house  of  parliament.  This  point,  Sir,  is  of 
so  much  importance,  that  I  think,  I  ought  not  to  suffer  the  opportu- 
nity to  pass,  without  illustrating  more  fully  what  1  mean.  If  this 
principle  of  the  incompetency  of  parliament  to  the  decision  of  the 
measure  be  admitted,  or  if  it  be  contended,  that  parliament  has  no 
legitimate  authority  to  discuss  and  decide  upon  it,  you  v;ill  be  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  recognizing  a  principle,  the  most  dangerous  that 
ever  was  adopted  in  any  civilized  state.  I  mean  the  principle,  that 
parliament  cannot  adopt  any  measure  new  in  its  naturcj  and  of  great 
importance,  without  appealing  to  the  constituent  and  delegating 
authority  for  directions.  If  we  tiu-n  to  Ireland  itself,  what  do  gentle- 
men think  of  the  power  of  that  parliament,  which,  without  any  li-esh 
delegation  from  its  protestant  constituents,  associates  to  itself  all  the 
catholic  electors,  and  thus  destroys  a  fundamental  distinction  on 
which  it  was  formed?  What  must  be  said  by  those  who  have  at  any 
time  been  friends  to  any  plan  of  parliamentary  reform,  and  particu- 
larly such  as  have  been  most  recently  broug-ht  forvvard,  either  in 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland  ?  Whatever  may  have  been  thought  of  the 
propriety  of  the  measure,  I  never  heard  any  doubt  of  the  competency 
of  parliament  to  consider  and  discuss  it.  Yet  I  defv  any  man  to  main- 
tain the  principle  of  those  plans,  without  contending  that,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  parhamcnt,  he  possesses  a  right  to  concur  in  disfranchising 
those  who  sent  him  to  parliament,  and  to  select  others,  by  whom  he 
was  not  elected,  in  tlieir  stead.     I  am  sure  that  no  sufficient  distinct 
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tion,   in  point  of  principle,  can  be  successfully  irtaintained  for  a  sin- 
g-le  moment;  nor  could  I  deem  it  necessary  to  dwell  on  this  point,  in 
the  manner  I  do,  were  I  not  convinced  that  it  is  connected  in  part 
with  false  and  dang-erous  notions  on  the  subject  of  government  which 
Juave  lately  become  too  prevalent  in  the  world.     It  may,  in  fact,  be 
traced  to  that  gross  perversion  of  the  principles  of  all  political  socie- 
ty,   which   rests  on   the  supposition  that  there  exists  continually  in 
every  g-overnment  a  sovereignly  in  abeycmce  (as  it  were)  on  the  part  cf 
Xhe  people,  ready  to  be  called  forth  on  every  occasion,  or  rather,  on 
every  pretence,  when  it  may  suit  tine  purposes  of  the  party  or  faction 
v/lio  are  the  advocates  of  this  doctrine,  to  supprtse  an  occasion  for  its 
exertion.     It  is  in  these  false  principles  that  are  contained  the  seeds  of 
all  the  misery,  desolation  and  ruin,    which,  in  the  present  day,  have 
spread  themselves  over  so  large  a  proportion  of  the  habitable  globe. 
These  principles.  Sir,  are  at  length,    so  well  known   and   understood 
in  tlieir  practical  effects,  that  they  can  no  longer  hope  for   one  en- 
lightened or  intelligent  advocate.     No  society,  whatever  be  its  parti- 
cular form,  can  long  subsist,  if  this  princijjie  is  once  admitted.     In 
every  g'overnment  there  must  reside  some-.^hcrea  supreme,  absolute, 
and  unlimited  authority.     This  is  equally  true  of  every  form  of  go- 
vernment that  ever  has  existed.     In  all  governments  that  power  may 
by  possibility  be  abused,  wJiether  the  abused,  is  such  as  to  justifj- 
and  call  for  the  interference  of  the  people  c  .llec;ively,  or  more  pro- 
perly speaking  of  any  portion  of  it,  must  always  be  an  extreme  case, 
and  a  question  of  the  greatest  and  most  perilous  responsibility,  not  in 
law  only,  but  in  conscience    and  in  duty,  to  all  those  who   either  act 
upon  it  themselves,  or  persuade  others  to  do  so.     But  no  provision 
for  such  a  case  ever'has  been  or  can  be  made  beforehand  ;  it  forms  no 
chapter  in  any  known  code  of  laws,  it  can  find  no  place  in  any  system 
of  human  jurisprudence.    But,  above  all,  if  such  a  principle  can  make 
no  part  of  any  established  constitution,  not  even  of  those  where  the 
government  is  so  framed,  as  to  be  most  liable  to  the  abuse  of  its  pow- 
ers, it  will  be  preposterous  indeed  to  suppose  that  it  can  be  admitted 
in  one  where  those  powders  are  so  distributed  and  balanced,  as  to  fur- 
nish the  best  security  against  the  probability  of  such  an  abuse.     Shall 
that  principle  be  sanctioned  as  a  necessary  part  of  the  best  government, 
which  cannot  be  admitted  to  exist  even  as  an  established  check  upon 
the  worst!    Yet,   Sir,   I  know  not  how  it  is,  that,  in  proportion  as 
we  are  less  likely  to  have  occasion  for  so  desperate  a  remedy  in  pro- 
portion as  a  government  is  so  framed  as  to  provide  within  itself  the 
best  guard  and  control  on  the  exercise  of  every  branch  of  artthority, 
to  furnish  the  means  of  preventing  or  correcting  every  abuse  of  power, 
and  to  secure  by  its  own  natural  operation,  a  due  attejition  to  the  in- 
terest and  feelings  of  every  part(jf  thecommuniry,  in  tha-.  veiy  pro- 
portion persons  have  been  found  perverse  enougli  to  imagine,   that 
such  a  constitution  admits  and  recognizes,  as  a  part  of  it,  that  which 
is  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  any  government,  and  aujvc  aii,  in- 
applicable to  our  own.     I  have  said  more,  Sir,  upon  this  sul:!Ject  than 
I  should  hu.ve  thought  necessar;r,  if  I  had  not  feit that  tiiis  r.lse  and 
dangerous  mQokQYy  oUkc  sovcreiynty  of  the  people  is  in  truth  one  of  the 
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cliief  elements  uf  Jacobinism,  one  of  the  fiivorlte  impostures  to 
mislead  the  understanding-,  ancl  tf)  Hatter  and  inflame  the  passions  of 
the  mass  of  mankind,  who  liave  not  the  opportunity  of  examining  and 
exposing-  it,  and  that,  as  sucli,  on  erery  occasion,  and  in  every  shape 
in  which  it  appears,  it  oug-l^t  to  be  combated  and  resisted  by  every 
friend  to  civil  order  and  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of  mankind. 

Sir,  the  next,  and  not  the  least  prevalent  objection,  is  one  which  is 
contained  in  words  which  are  an  appeal  to  a  natural  and  laudable,  but 
what  I  must  call  an  erroneous  and  mistaken,  sense  of  national  pride. 
It  is  an  appeal  to  the  generous  and  noble  passions  of  a  nation  easily 
inflamed  under  any  supposed  attack  upon  its  honor,    I   mean  the  at- 
tempt to  represent  the  question  of  a  union  by  compact  between  the 
jiarliaments  of  the  two  kingdoms,  as  a  question  involving-  the  indepen- 
dence of  Ireland.     It   has  been  said,  that  no  compensation  could  be 
made  to  any  country  for  the  surrender  of  its  national  independence. 
Do  they  m.ean  to  maintain  tliat  in  any  humiliating,  in  any  degrading 
sense  of  the  word,  that  at  any  time  v/hen  the  government  of  any  two 
countries  imite  in  forming  one  more  extetisive  empire,  that  the  indi- 
viduals who  composed  either  of  thef\:)rmer  nari'ow  societies  are  after- 
wards less  members  of  an  indepeiident  country,  or  to  any  valuable  and 
useful  purpose  less  possessed  of  political  freedom  or  civil  happiness 
than  they  were  before :  It  must  be  obvious  to  every  gentleman  who 
Vvdll  look  at  tlie  subject,  in  tracing  the  histories  of  all  the  countries, 
the  most   proud   of  their  present   existing-  independence  of  all  the 
nations  in  Europe,   there  is   not  one  tliat  could  exist  in  the  state  in 
which  it  now  stands,  if  that  principle  had  been  acted  upon  by  our  fore- 
i'atliers  ;  and  Europe  must  have  remained  to  this  h(nn'  in  a  state  of  ig- 
norance and  barbarism,  from  the  perpetiuil  v/arfare  of  independent  and 
petty  states.     Wil!  ariy  man  in  general  assert,  that  in  all  the  dilferent 
unions  which  have  formed  the  principal  states  of  Europe,  their  inha- 
bitants have  become  less  free,  that  they  have  had  less  of  which  to  be 
proud,  less  sco])e  for  their  own  exertions,   tlian  the}'  had   in   their 
formt  r  situation  ?     If  this  doctrine  is  to  be  generally  maintained,  what 
becomes  of  the  situation  at  this  hour  of  any  one  county  of  England, 
or  of  ar.y  one  county  of  Ireland,  now  united  under  tlie  indeperide'it 
parliament  of  tliat  kingdom  ?  if  it  be  pushed  to  its   full  extent,  it  is 
obviously  incompatible  witi)  all  civil  society.     As  llie  f  rmer  pririci-   ■ 
pies  of  the  soi-ereignty  of  the  people  strikes  at  tiie  f  >und:ition  of  all 
govenmients,   so  tins  is  equally  hostile  to  all  political   confederacy, 
and  mankind  must  be  driven  backtov/'  at  is  called  the  state  of  nature. 
But  while  I  combat  this  general  and  abstract  principle,  wlacii  would 
operate  as  an  objection  to  every  union  between  separate  states,  on  the 
ground  of  th,e  sacrifice  of  independence,  do  I   mean  to  contend  that 
there  is,  in  no  case,  just  ground  for  such  a  sentiment?  Far  from  it, 
it  may  become,  on  many  occasions,  the  first  duty  of  a  free  and  gene- 
rous }5eople.     If  tliere  exists  a  country  which  contaiiis  within  itself 
the  means  of  military  protection,  the  naval  force  necessary  for  its  de- 
fence,  which   furnishes  objects  of  industry    sufficient   for  the  sub- 
sistence   of  its   inhabitants,   and  pecuniary  resouices  adequate   to 
maintaining  with  dignity  the  rank  which  it  has   attained  amoi\g  the 
nations  of  the  world  ;  if,  above  all,  it  enjoys  the  blessings  of  internal 
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content  and  tranquiUitj^  and  possesses  a  distinct  constitution  of  its 
own,  the  defects  of  v/hich,  if  any,  it  is  within  itself  capable  of  cor- 
recting, I  can,  indeed,  well  understand  that  such  a  country  must  be 
jealous  of  any  raeas-are,  which,  even  by  its  own  consent,  under  the 
authority  of  i:s  own  lawful  government,  is  to  associate  it  as  a  part  of  a 
larger  and  more  extensive  empire.  But,  Sir,  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
should  happen  that  there  be  a  country,  whicli,  against  the  greatest  of 
all  dangers  that  threatens  its  peace  and  security,  has  not  adequate 
means  of  protecting  itself  without  the  aid- of  another  nation  ;  if  that 
other  be  a  neighboring  and  kindred  nation,  speaking  the  same 
langua,ge,  whose  laws,  Vv'hose  customs  and  habits  are  the  sanne  in  prin- 
ciple, but  carried  to  a  greater  degree  of  perfection,  with  a  more  ex- 
tensive commerce,  and  more  abundant  means  of  acquiring-  and  diffu- 
sing national  wealth  ;  the  stability  of  whose  government — the  excel- 
lence of  v>'hose  constitution,  is  more  than  ever  the  admiration  and 
envy  of  Europe,  and  of  which  the  very  country  of  which  we  are 
speaking  can  only  boast  an  inadequate  and  imperfect  resemblance  ; 
under  such  circumstances,  I  v^rculd  ask,  what  conduct  would  be  pre- 
scribed by  every  rational  principle  of  dignity,  of  honor,  or  of  interest  ? 
I  would  ask,  whether  tliis  is  not  a  faithful  description  of  the  circum- 
stances which  ought  to  dispose  Ireland  to  a  uftion  ?  Whether  Great 
Britain  is  not  precisely  tlie  nation  with  which,  on  these  principles,  a 
country  situated  as  Ireland  is,  would  desire  to  unite  ?  Does  a  union, 
under  such  circumstances,  by  free  consent,  and  on  just  and  equal 
terms,  deserve  to  be  branded  as  a  proposal  for  subjecting  Ireland 
to  a  foreign  yoke  ?  Is  it  not  rather  the  free  and  voluntary  association 
of  two  great  countries,  which  join,  for  their  common  benefit,  in  one 
empire,  where  eacli  will  retain  its  proportional  weight  and  impor- 
tance, under  the  security  of  equal  laws,  reciprocal  affection,  and  in- 
separable interestSj  and  which  want  nothing  but  that  indissoluble 
connection  to  render  both  invincible  ? 

Nan  ego  nee  Ttucris  Italos  parere  jiibebo 
Nee  nova  regna  peto  ;  paribus  se  legibus  ambiC 
Jnvictce  gentes  etcrna  infcedera  mittant. 
Mr.  Pitt  then  canvassed  the  objection  of  the  removal  of  the  seat  of 
government  and  the  decrease  of  population,  which  he  refuted  by  the 
example  of  Scotland,  and  concluded  perhaps  the  finest  speech  he 
ever  made,  whether  it  be  considered  for  extent  of  knowledge,  strength 
of  argument,  or  brilliancy  of  expression,  by  moving  his  string  of  re- 
solutions— ^which  proposed  an  union  under  the  name  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland — ^that  the  crown  shall  con- 
tinue under  the  sam.e  limitations — that  one  parliament  to  consist  of 
a  number  to  be  fixed  on  the  part  of  Ireland,  should  represent  the 
imited  kingdom — that  the  religious  establishment  should  be  the 
same — that  England  and  Ireland  should  trade  upon  an  equal  footing 
— the  payment  of  the  sinking  fmid  shall  be  separately  defrayed — 
that  all  expences  shall  be  jointly  defrayed  according  to  propositions 
established  previous  to  the  union,  and  that  the  laws  and  jurisdiction 
shall  remain,  these  formed  the  basis  of  the  settlement  in  which  the 
house  expressed  themselves  ready  to  concur,  and  which  they  trusted, 
after  full  and  mature  consideration  would  be  concluded.     The  leadv 
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ing  opponei/.s  in  the  British  pnrliament  were,  in  their  respective 
house's,  Mr.  Sheridan  aiid  Lord  Moira  ;  and  the  ground  on  which 
they  principally  rested  v/as  the  declared  disapprohation  of  the  Irish 
house  of  coir.ir.ons.  Both  houses  of  Briiish  parliament  concurred 
in  approving-  Mr.  Pitt's  proposition  of  union,  and,  in  an  address  to  the 
king,"rer|uesi.ing'  his  majesty  to  cominunicate  to  Ireland  their  views 
and  resohitlons.  The  king'  accordingly  instructed  the  viceroy  to  lay 
the  proffers  and  proceedings  of  the  British  hefore  the  Irish  parliament. 
The  farther  j>ari-.amentary  proceedings  of  the  session,  cliiefly  re- 
g-arded  external  defence  and  internal  tranquillity.  The  supple- 
.mentary  militia  were  continued  on  the  same  footing-  as  in  the  former 
years,  and  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  corpus  continued,  Mr. 
Wiibei force  renev.-ed  l;is  motion  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade, 
but  his  eiforts  were  again  unavailing-:  parliament  was  prorogued  on 
the  12th  of  Jidy.  The  campaign  of  1799,  in  Germany  commenced 
fortunately,  J(/u;  dain  being  forced  to  retreat  across  the  Rhine.  In 
Italy,  every  thing-  yielded  to  the  Russian  General  Suwarrow.  The 
armies  of  Scherer,  Macdonald  and  Joubert  were  successively  routed 
and  notliing-  remained  to  the  French,  but  the  small  territory  of  Genoa. 
Tlie  king  of  Naples  was  replaced  upon  liis  throne  by  Admiral  Nel- 
son, and  Captain  Trowbridge  being  sent  towards  Rome  with  a  small 
force,  the  Roman  ten-itory  was  evacuated  by  the  repubUcans.  In 
Switzerland,  aifairs  were  not  so  successful.  The  Russians  under 
Korsakow  were  severely  beaten,  and  the  approach  of  the  victorious 
Suwarrow  alone  enabled  him  to  face  the  enemy.  The  French  harbours 
were  meanwhile  in  a  state  of  blockade — the  disastrous  expedition 
to  Holland  sailed  in  August  of  this  year — the  surrender  of  the  Dutch 
fleet,  and  the  subsequent  evacuation  of  North  Holland  by  the  Bri- 
tish, are  too  i*ecent  a  date  to  need  further  recital.  The  situation  of 
affairs  on  the  continent,  caused  a  short  meeting  of  parliament,  at 
so  early  a  season  as  the  month  of  September.  The  object  of  this 
extraordinary  convocation  was  to  pass  a  law  for  extending  the  vo- 
luntary service  liftlic  militia,  while  the  regular  forces  were  employed 
on  the  esi>edition,  and  also  to  vote  some  pecuniary  supplies  on  ac- 
count of  the  unforeseen  expences.  The  projected  bill  respecting 
the  mihtia,  permitted  three-fifths  of  that  body  to  enlist  into  such 
corps  of  regulars  as  liis  nuajesty  should  appoint ;  each  volunteer  to 
receive  ten  guineas  to  serve  in  Europe  only,  and  to  continue  attached 
to  the  corp's  hi  which  he  first  entered.  The  bill,  being  accom- 
panied with  numerous  regulations  concerning  the  mode  of  its  execu- 
tion, underwent  considerable  opposition,  as  tending  to  diminish  by 
donative  the  constitutional  and  patriotic  force  of  the  militia,  and  to 
increase  the  standing  army  dependent  on  the  crown.  The  object  of 
Mr  Pitt  had  unifo'rmdy  been  (his  opponents  said)  to  extend  the 
influence  and  the  autliorityofthe  monarchical  branch  of  the  constitution 
beyond  its  due  and  salutary  bounds,  the  objections,  though  strongly 
urged,  were,  by  a  great  majority  of  the  house,  deemed  futile  ;  and 
the  bill  v.^as  passed  into  a  law .  The  supplies  granted  at  present 
amounted  to  between  six  and  seven  millions,  including  two  millions 
live  hundred  thousand  to  be  raised  by  exchequer  bills.  Bills  v/ere 
also  passed  for  granting  relief  to  West-India  merchants,  and  for- 
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supporting  commercial  credit.  These  were  the  cliief  acts  of  this  ses- 
sion, which  lasted  only  from  the  24th  of  September,  till  the  12th  of 
October. 

Towards  tlie  close  of  tliis  year  Bonaparte  escaped  from  Egy^pt  to 
France  and  a  change  was  effected  in  the  government  by  which  he  be- 
came first  consul.  His  first  act  was  to  offer  peace  to  England,  the 
offer  was  rejected  upon  the  ground  of  the  instability  of  the  French 
government.  The  consul  renewed  his  application  by  means  of  a 
letter  from  Talleyrand,  to  Lord  Grenville. — The  reply  of  the  British 
government  v/as  the  s^me. 

Parliam.ent  met  on  the  2d  of  February,  1800.  The  papers  relative 
to  the  negociation  wore  submitted  to  the  Jiouse.  Upon  this  occasion, 
and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Erskine,  Mr.  Pitt  iDade  one  of  his  most  able 
speeches.  He  enlarged  on  the  (>riginof  the  v/ar,  and  recapitulated  ail 
the  acts  of  French  aggression  upon  the  different  pov/ers  in  the  world 
in  a  strain  of  the  most  splendid  eloquence,  and  drew  a  picture  of  the 
state  of  France  under  all  its  successive  forms  of  government,  down  to 
the  present  revolution.  Having  taken  a  view  of  what  it  was,  said  Mr, 
Pitt,  let  us  now  examine  what  it  is  —In  the  first  place  we  see,  as  has 
been  truly  stated,  a  change  in  the  description  and  form  of  the  sove- 
reign authority.  The  various  institutions,  republican  in  appearance, 
have  given  way  to  the  absolute  power  of  one  nrfin,  and  differing  from 
other  monarchs  only  in  this,  that  he  wields  a  sword  instead  of  a  scep- 
tre. What  then  is  the  confidence  we  are  to  derive  either  from  the 
frame  of  the  government,  or  from  the  character  and  past  conduct  of 
the  person  who  is  now  the  absolute  ruler  of  France  ?  Are  we  talking 
of  a  stranger  of  v/hom  we  have  heard  notl^.ing  ?  No,  Sir  ;  we  have 
heard  of  him;  v/c,  and  Europe,  and  the  world,  liave  heard  both  of 
him  and  of  the  satelites  by  whom,  lie  is  surrounded.  Would  it  have 
been  possible  for  ministers  to  discharge  their  duty,  in  offering  their 
advice  to  their  so%'ereign,  without  taking  into  their  account  the  reli- 
ance to  be  placed  ontlie  disposition  and  the  principles  of  the  person, 
tin  v.'hose  disposition  and  principles  the  security  to  be  obtained  by 
treaty  must,  in  the  present  cirsumstances,  principally  depend  ?  What 
opinion,  tlien,  are  v.e  led  to  form  of  tlie  pretensions  of  the  Consul  to 
those  particular  (pialities  for  which,  in  the  official  note,  has  personal 
character  is  represented  to  us,  as  the  surest  pledge  of  peace  ?  We  are 
told  this  is  his  second  attempt  at  general  pacification.  Let  us  see,  for 
a  moment,  how  this  attempt  has  been  conducted.  We  thought  fit  to 
reject  altogether  the  proposal  of  treating,  under  the  present  circum- 
stances; but,  at  the  same  time,  we  expressly  stated,  that,  whenever 
the  momicnt  for  treaty  should  arrive,  we  would  in  no  case  treat,  but  in 
conjunction  with  our  allies.  What  was  tiie  propcsai  con  ained  in 
his  Ir.st  note  ? — To  treat  for  a  separate  peace  between  Great  Britain 
and  France.  Such  was  the  second  attempt  t>  effect  general  pacifi- 
cation ;  a  proposal  for  a  separate  treaty  with  Great  Britain.  What 
had  been  the  firsi  ? — The  conclusion  of  a  separate  treaty  v/ith  Aus- 
tria. This  very  treaty  of  Cam,  o  Formio  was  ostentatiously  pro- 
fessed to  be  concluded  v/ith  the  emiperor,  for  the  purpose  cV 
enabling  Bonaparte  to  take  the  command  of  tiie  army  of  England, 
and  to  dictate  a  separate  peace  with  tins  coimtrv  on  the  banks  of  thj; 
I   2 
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Thames.     He  sent  bis  two  confidential  friends,  Eertlsierand  Mong-e, 
charged  tr>  ccnimunicalc    to   the    directory    this   treaty   r.f  Campo 
Forniio,  the}  used  on  this  occasion,  the  memorAb'e  v/ords  "  The  King- 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  the  French  republic  cannot  exist  together."     So 
much  foi-  his  disposition  towards  general  pacification;    let  us  look 
next  at  the  part  he  has  taken  in  the  difterent  'Stages  of  the  French  re- 
volution, and  let  us  then  judge  whether  we  are  to  look  to  him,  as  the 
security  against  revolutionary  principles.     When  the  co-sstiiutiv  n  of 
the  third  year  was  established  vu^der  Barras.tliatconstitutio!.  was  im- 
posed by  tlie  arms  of  Bfinaparte,  then  commanding  the  army  of  the 
Triumvirate  in  Paris.     To  tliat  constitution   he  then  swore   fidelity. 
How  often  he  has  repeated  a  similar  oath  1  know  not ;  but  vwice,  at 
least,  we  know  that  he  has  not  only  repeated   t  himself,  but  tendered 
it  to  otliers,  under  circumstances  too  striking  not    -O  be  staled.     The 
liouse  cannot  have  forgotten  the  resolution  of  tiie  4th  of  September, 
which  produced  the  dismissal  of  Lord  Mahriesbury  fr.im  Lisle.     How 
was  that  resolution  procured  ?     It  was  ])r(>cured  chiefly  by  the  pro- 
raise  of  Bonaparte,  (in  the  name  of  his  ami})  decidcdlv  to  support 
tlie  directory   in  tliose  measuies  Vvhich  led  to   the  infringem.ent  and 
violation  (;f  every  thing  that  the  authors  of  the  constitution  of  1795, 
or  its  adherents,  could  consider  as  fundamental     IiYimediate'iy  before 
this  event,  in  the  miiist  of  the  desotaiion  and  bloodshed  of  Ital} ,  he 
had  received  the  sacred  ])resent  of  i.ew  banners  from  tlie  directory  ;  he 
delivered  them  to  his  army  v/ith  this  exhortation  : — "  Let  us  swear, 
fellow  soldiers,   by  the  manes  of  the  patriots  who  have  died  by  our 
side,  eternal  hatred  to  the  enemies  of  the  constitution  of  the  third 
year ;"  that  very  constitution  which  he  soon  after  enabled  the  di- 
rectory ;o  viola;  e,  and  which,  at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers,  he  has^ 
now  finally  destroyed.     That  oath  was  again  renevi'ed,  in  the  midst  of 
that  very  scene  to  which  I  liave  last  referred  ;  the  oath  of  fidelity  to 
the  constitution  (>f  the  third  year  was  administered  to  all  the  members 
of  the  assembly  ihcn  sitting,  (under  the  terror  c-f  the  bayonet)  as  the 
solemn  preparation  for  the  business  of  the  day  ;  and  the  morning  was 
ushered  in  \yit!i  swearing  attachmeni  to  the  constitution,  that  the  even- 
ing might  close  with  its  destruction.     If  we  carry  our  views  cut  of 
France,  and  look  at  the  dreadful  catalogue  of  all  the  breaches  of  treaty, 
all  the  acts  of  perfidy  at  which  I  have  only  glanced,   and  which  are 
precisely  ccmmensvirate  with  the  number  of  treaties^wliich   ihe  re- 
public have  made  (ft  r  I  have  soug'ht  in  vain  for  any  one  which  it  has 
macie,  and  which  it  has  not  broken)  ;  if  we  select  those  which   have 
been  accompanied  by  the  most  attrocious  cruelty,  and  m;aked  the 
most  f:;trongly  with  tlie  characteristic  features  of  the  revolution,  the 
Bame  of  Bonaparte  will  be  found  allied  to  more  of  them  than  tliat  of 
am  odier  that  can  be  handed  down  in  the  history  of  the  crinaes  and 
miseries  of  the  last  ten  years.     His  name  will  be  recorded  with  the 
horrors   committed    in  Italy,  in  the   memorable   campaign  of  1796 
and  1797,  in  the  Milanese,  in  Genoa,  in  Madeira,  in  Tuscany,  in  Rome, 
and  in  Venice.     His  entrance  into  Lombardy  was  announced  by   a 
solemn  proclamation,    issued  on  the  27th  of  April,  1796,  which  ter- 
minated With  these  words;  "  Nations  of  Italy  ;  the  French  army  is 
t;ome  to  break  your  chains,  ilie  French  are  llie  friends^of  the  people  ia 
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every  country,  your  religion,  your  property,  your  customs,  shall  be 
respected  ;  this  was  followed  by  a  second,  in  nearly  the  same  words  . 
to  fulHl  the  solemn  pledg-e  respecting  property,  this  very  proclama- 
tion imposed  on  the  Milanese  a  provisional  contribution  to  the 
amount  of  twenty  millions  of  iivres  ;  and  successive  exactions  were^ 
afterwards  levied  on  that  single  state  to  the  amount,  in  the  whole,  of 
near  six  millions  sterling.  The  regard  to  religion  and  to  the  customs 
of  the  country,  was  manifested  with  the  same  scrupulous  fidelity.-— 
The  churclies  were  given  up  to  indiscriminate  plunder.  Every  reli- 
gious and  charitable  fund,  every  public  tr-easure  \vas  confiscated. 
Ihe  country  was  made  the  scene  of  every  species  of  disorder  and  ra- 
pine. The  priests,  the  established  form  of  v^orship,  all  the  objects  of 
religious  reverence,  were  openly  insulted  by  the  French  troops  ;  at 
Pavia,  particularly,  the  people  flew  to  arms,  surrounded  the  French 
garrison,  and  took  them  p  isoners,  but  carefully  abstained  from 
offering  any  violence,  to  a  single  soldier.  In  revenge  for  this  con- 
duct,  Bonaparte,  then  on  his  march  to  Mincio,  suddenly  returned, 
collected  his  troops,  and  carried  the  extremity  of  military  execution 
over  the  country.  He  burnt  the  town  of  Benasco,  and  massacred 
eiglit  hundred  of  its  inhabitants  ;  lie  marched  into  Pavia,  took  it  by 
storm,  and  delivered  it  over  to  general  plunder,  and  published,  at  the 
same  moment,  a  proclamation,  of  the  26th  of  May,  ordering  his 
troops  to  shoot  all  those  who  had  not  laid  down  their  arms,  and  taken 
an  ;  ath  of  obedience,  to  burn  every  village  where  the  tocsin  should 
be  sounded,  and  to  put  its  inhabitants  to  death.  The  transactions 
with  Modena  were  on  a  smaller  scale,  but  in  the  same  character  Bona- 
parte began  by  singing  a  treaty,  by  which  ihe  Duke  of  Modena  was 
to  pay  tv/elve  millions  of  Iivres,  and  neutrality  was  promised  him  in 
return  ;  this  was  soon  followed  by  the  personal  arrest  of  the  Duke, 
and  bv  a  fresh  extortion.  Nearly  at  tlie  same  period,  in  violation  of 
the  jights  of  neutrahty,  and  of  the  treaty  whicli  had  been  concluded 
betM'c'en  the  French  republic  and  the  grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  in  the 
preceding  year,  and  -n  bicach  of  a  positive  promise  given  only  a  few 
days  before,  the  French  army  forcibly  took  possession  of  Leghorn,  for 
the  purpose  of  seizing  the  British  property  which  was  deposited  there, 
and  cor.fiscating  it  as  prize  ;  and  siiortly  after,  when  Bonaparte  agreed 
to  evacua'e  Leghorn  in  returi:  for  the  evacuation  of  the  island  of 
Elba,  wliich  was  inpossessi(  u  ox  the  British  troops  ;  he  insisted  upon 
a  separate  article,  by  which  it  was  stipulated,  tiiat  the  grand  Duke 
should  pay  the  expence  v/hich  the  French  had  incurred  by  this  inva=. 
sion  of  his  teritory. 

In  the  proceedings  tov/ards  Genoa,  we  shall  find  not  only  aconti- 
nuation  of  the  same  system  of  extortion  and  plunder,  but  a  striking 
instance  of  the  revolutionary  means  employed  for  tlie  destruction  of 
independent  goverimients.  A  French  minister  v»  as  at  that  time  resi- 
dent at  Genoa,  which  was  acknowledged  by  France  to  be  in  a  state  of 
neutrality  and  friendship;  in  breach  of  tJiis  neutrality,  Bonaparte 
began,  in  the  year  1796,  with  the  demand  of  a  loan  ;  he  afterwards, 
from  the  month  of  September,  lequired  and  enforced  .he  payment  of 
a  monthly  subsidy,  these  exactioiis  were  accompanied  by  repealed  as- 
surances of  friendship  ;    they  were  followed,  in  May  1797,  by  u  cod- 
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spiracy  ag-ainst  the  g-overnment,  fomented  by  the  emmissaries  of  the 
French  emi)assy,  and  conducted  by  the  partizans  of  France  ;  encour- 
aged, and  afterwards  protected  by  the  French  mhiister.  The  con- 
spirators failed  in  their  first  attempt ;  overpowered  by  the  covn-age  and 
vohiniary  exertions  of  the  inhabitants.,  their  force  was  dispersed,  and 
many  of  the  number  were  arrested.  Bo)\aparte  instantly  considered 
the  defect  of  the  conspirators  as  an  act  of  aggression  against  the 
French  republic  ;  he  dispatched  an  aid-de-camp,  with  an  order  to  tlie 
senate  of  this  independent  state  ;  first,  to  release  all  the  French  who 
were  detained  ;  secondly,  to  pimisli  those  who  had  arrested  them  ; 
thirdly,  to  declare  that  they  had  no  share  in  the  insurrection  ;  and 
fourthly,  to  disarm  the  people.  Several  French  prisoners  were  im- 
mediately released,  and  a  proclamation  was  preparing  to  disarm  the 
inhabitants,  when,  by  a  second  note,  Bonaparte  required  the  arrest  of 
the  three  inquisitors  of  state,  and  immediate  alterations  in  the  constitu- 
tion ;  he  accompanied  this  with  an  order  to  the  French  minister  to  quit 
Genoa,  if  his  commands  were  not  immediately  carried  into  execution  ; 
at  the  same  moment  his  troops  entered  tlie  territory  of  the  republic, 
andsliorlly  after  the  councils,  intimidated  and  overpowered,  abdicated 
their  functions.  Three  deputies  were  then  sent  to  Bonaparte  to  re- 
ceive from  him  a  new  constitution  ;  on  the  6th  of  June,  after  the 
conferences  at  Montebello,  he  signed  a  convention,  or  rather  issued  a 
decree,  by  which  he  fixed  the  new  form  of  their  government  ;  he  him- 
self named,  provisionally,  all  the  members  who  were  to  compose  it, 
and  he  required  the  payment  of  seven  millions  of  iivres,  as  tlie  price 
of  the  subversion  of  tlieir  constitution  and  their  iiidependence  Tlie.se 
transactions  require  but  one  short  comment ;  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
official  account  given  of  them  at  Paris,  vvhich  is  in  these  memo- 
rable words  :  ''  General  Boiiaparte  has  pursued  the  only  lir.e  of  con- 
duct which  could  be  allowed  in  the  representative  of  a  nation,  which 
has  supported  the  war  only  to  procure  the  solemn  acknowledgment 
of  the  right  of  nations,  to  charge  the  form  of  tJieir  government.  He 
contributed  r.othing  towards  the  rerolution  of  Genoa,  but  he  .seized 
the  first  moment  to  acknowledge  the  new  government,  as  soon  as  he 
saw  that  it  was  the  result  of  the  wislies  of  the  people,"  It  is  imne- 
cessary  to  dwell  on  the  wanton  attacks  against  Rome,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Bonaparte  himself,  in  the  years  1796  and  1797,  which  termi- 
natf  d  first,  by  the  treaty  of  Tolentino,  concluded  by  Bonaparte,  in 
which,  by  enormous  sacrifices,  the  Pope  was  allowed  to  purchase  tlie 
acknowledgement  of  his  authority,  as  a  sovereign  prince  ;  and  second- 
ly, by  the  violation  of  that  very  treaty  aiid  the  subversion  of  tlie  Papal 
authority  by  Joseph  Bonaparte,  accompanied  byoutn  ges  and  insults 
towards  the  venerable  pontiff,  v/hich  even  to  a  protestant,  seemed 
hardly  short  of  the  guilt  of  sacrilege. 

But  of  all  the  disgusting  and  tragical  scenes  Vv'hich  took  place  in 
Italy,  in  the  course  of  the  period  lam  describing,  those  which  passed 
at  Venice  are  perhajjs  the  most  striking,  and  the  most  characteristic; 
In  May,  1796,  t]>e  French  army,  under  Bonap-ute,  in  the  fislJ  tide 
of  its  success  against  the  Austrians,  first  approached  the  territories 
of  this  republic,  which,  from  th.e  connnencemeiit  of  the  v/ar,  had 
observed  a  rigitl  neutrality.  Their  entrance  on  these  terrriories  v/as 
as  usual,  accompanied  by  a  solemn  proclamation  in  the  name  of  their 
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g-cneral — "  Bonapai'te  to  the  republic  of  Venice."  "  It  is  to  deliver  the 
Jiitest  country  in  Europe  from  the  iron  yoke  of  the  proud  house  of  -Austria  ^ 
thut  the  French  artny  has  braved  obstacles  the  most  difficult  to  sumiount. 
Beligion,  government,  custovis,  and  property,  shall  be  respected'"     This 
proclamutim  was  followed  by  exactior.s  similar  to  tlvjse  v/hich  were 
practised  against  Genoa,   by  the  renewal  of  similar  professions  of 
friendship,  and  the  use  of  similar  means  to  excite  insurrection.     At 
length,  in  the  sprins;-  of  1797,   occasion  was  takeii  from  disturbances 
thus  excited,  to  forge,  in  the  name  of  the  Venetian  government,  a 
prnclamation,  hostile  to  France  ;  and  tiiis  proceeding  was  made  the 
ground  for  military  execution  against  tlie  country,  and  for  effecting 
by  force  the  subversion  of  its  ancie'it  government  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  democratic  forms  of  the  French  revolution.     This  revo- 
lution was  sealed  by  a  treaty,  signed  in  May,  1797,  between  Bonaparte 
and  commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  new  and  revolu- 
tionary govenmient  of  Venice.     By  the  second  and  third  secret  arti- 
cles of  this  treaty,  Venice  agreed  to  give  as  a  ransom,  to  secure  Itself 
against  all  farther  exactions  or  demands,  the  sum  of  three  millions  cf 
livres  in  m.oney,  the  value  of  three  millions  more  in  articles  of  naval 
supply,  and  three  ships  of  the  line  ;    and  it  received  in  return  the 
assurances  of  the  friendship  and  support  of  the  French  republic- 
Immediately  after  the  signature  of  this  treaty,  the  arsenal,  the  library, 
and  the  palace  of  St.  Marc,  were  ransacked  and  plundered,  and  heavy 
additional  contributions  were  imposed  upon  its  inhabitants  :  and,  in 
not  more  than  four  months  afterwards,  this  very  republic  of  Venice, 
united  by  alliance  to  France,  the  creature  of  Bonaparte  himself,  from 
whom  itliad  received  the  present  of  French  liberty,  was  by  the  same 
Bonaparte  transferred  under  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  to  "  that 
iron  yoke  of  the  proud  house  of  Austria,"  to  deliver  it  from  which  he 
had  represented  in  his  first  proclamation,  to  be  the  great  object  of  all 
his  operations.     From  hence  we  v/ill  follow  Bonaparte  and  his  army, 
to  Egypt.    The    attack  was  made  in  the  name  of  the  French  king, 
whom   they   had   m.urdered;    they   pretended   to|  have    the  appro- 
bation  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  v.Iiose  territories  they  were  violating  i 
their  project  v/as  carried  on  under  the  profession  of  a  zeal  for  Maho- 
metanism  ;  it  was  carried  on  by  proclaiming- that  France  had  been  re- 
conciled to  the  musstilman  faith,  had  abjured  that  of  Christianity,  or 
as  he,  in  his  impious  language,  termed  it,  the  sect  of  the  Messiah. — ■ 
The   only  plea  v.liich  they  have  since  held  out  to  colour  this  attro- 
cious  invasion  of  a  neutral  and  fiiendly  territory  is,  that  it  M^as  the 
road  to  attack  the  English  power  in  India.     This  attack  against  Egypt 
was  accompanied  b_y  an  attack  upon  the  British  possessions  in  India, 
made  on   true   revolutionary  principles.     To    India,    the    lovers    of 
peace  had  sent  the  messengers  of  Jacobinism  for  the  purpose  of  incul- 
cating war  in  those   distant  regions,   on   Jacobin  principles,   and  of 
forming  Jacobin  clubs,  which  they  actually  succeeded  in  establishing, 
and  which, in  most  respects,  resembled  the  European  model,  but  which 
were  distinguished  by  this  peculiarit)-,  that  they  were  required  to 
swear,  in  one  breath,  hati-ed  to  tyranny,  the  love  of  liberty,  and  the 
destruction  of  all  kings  and  sovereigns,  except  the  good  and  faithful 
ally  of  the  French  republic,  CITIZEN  TIPPOO. 
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This  memorable  expedition  into  Egypt,  whicli  I  mention,  not 
merely  because  it  forms  a  principal  article  in  the  catalogue  of  those 
acts  of  violence  and  perfidy  in  which  Bonaparte  has  been  entraged ; 
not  merely  because  it  was  an  entei  prize  peculiarly  his  own,  of  winch 
he  was  liimself  tlie  planner,  the  executor  and  die  betrayer  ;  but  chiefly 
because  when  from  diencehe  retires  to  a  different  scene,  to  take  pos- 
session of  a  new  tlu'one,  from  wliich  he  is  to  speak  upon  an  equality 
with  king's  and  governors  of  Europe.  He  leaves  behind  iiim,  at  the 
moment  of  his  departure,  a  specimen  which  cannot  be  mistaken,  of 
his  principles  of  neg-ociation,  I  mean  the  intercepted  coi-rcspondence. 
He  expressly  enjoins  his  successor,  stroTigly  and  steadily  to  insist  in  all 
liis  intercourse  with  the  Turks,  that  he  came  to  Egypt  vrith  no  hostile 
design,  and  that  he  never  meant  to  keep  possession  of  the  country; 
while,  on  the  opposite  page  of  the  same  instructions,  he  states  in  the 
most  unequivocal  manner,  his  regret  at  the  discomfiture  of  his  fa- 
vorite project  of  colonizing"  Egypt,  and  of  maintaining  it  as  a  territo- 
rial acquisition.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  more  witli  respect  to  the 
credit  due  to  his  professions,  or  the  reliance  to  be  placed  on  his  general 
character. 

But  it  will,  perhaps,  be  argued,  that  he  has  now  an  interestin  mak=- 
ing  and  observing  peace.  That  it  is  his  interest  to  negociate,  I  do 
not  indeed  deny ;  it  is  his  interest  above  all  to  engage  this  country  in 
separate  negociation,  in  order  to  loosen  and  dissolve  tlie  whole  system 
of  the  confederacy  on  the  continent,  and  then  either  to  break  off  his 
separate  treaty,  or  if  he  should  have  concluded  it,  to  apply  the  lesson 
which  is  taught  in  his  school  of  policy  in  Egypt;  and  to  revive,  at 
his  pleasure,  those  claims  of  indemnification  which  may  have  been  re- 
served to  some  happier  period  Under  all  tlie  circumstances  of  his 
personal  character,  and  his  newly  acquired  power,  what  other  security 
has  he  for  retaining  that  power  but  the  sword?  His  hold  upon 
Franceis  the  sword,  and  he  has  no  other.  He  is  a  stianger,  a  foreigner 
a^d  an  usurper;  he  unites  in  his  own  person  every  tVing  that  a  pure 
republican  must  detest;  every  thing  that  an  enraged  Jacobin  has  ab- 
jured ;  eveiy  thing  that  a  sincere  and  faithful  royalist  must  feel  as  an 
insult.  If  he  is  opposed  at  any  time  in  his  career,  what  is  his  appeal  ? 
He  appeals  "to  his  fortune ;"  in  other  words,  to  his  army  and  his 
sword.  Placing,  then,  his  whole  reliance  upon  military  support,  can 
he  afford  to  let  his  military  renown  pass  away,  to  let  his  laurels  wither, 
to  let  the  memory  of  his  trophies  sink  in  obscurity  !  Do  we  believe 
that,  after  the  conclusion  of  peace,  he  would  not  still  sigh  over  the 
lost  trophies  of  Egypt,  wrested  fiom  him  by  the  celebrated  victory  of 
Aboukir,  and  the  "brilliant  exertions  of  that  heroic  band  of  British  sea- 
men, whose  influence  and  example  rendered  he  Turkisli  troops  invin- 
cible at  Acre  ?  Can  he  forget,  that  the  effect  of  these  exploits  ena- 
bled Austria  and  Russia  in  one  campaign  to  efface,  by  their  success, 
the  most  dazzling  triumphs  of  his  victories  and  desolating  ambition? 
Can  we  believe,  with  these  impressions  on  his  mind,  that,  if  after  a 
year,  eighteen  months,  or  two  years  of  peace  had  elapsed,  he  should  be 
tempted,  by  the  appearance  of  fresh  insurrection  in  Ireland,  if  we 
were  at  such  a  moment  without  a  fleet  to  watch  the  ports  of  France, 
without  a  disposable  army,  he  had  suddenly  th«  means  of  transporting- 
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thither  a  body  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  French  troops?  Can  we 
believe,  that  at  such  a  moment  his  ambition  and  vindicitive  spirit 
would  be  restrained  by  the  obligation  cf  a  treaty  ?  Or,  if  in  some 
new  crisis  of  difficulty  and  danger  to  the  Ottoman  empire,  with  no 
British  navy  in  the  Mediterranean,  no  confederacy  formed,  an  oppor- 
tunity should  present  itself  for  resuming  the  abandoned  expedi- 
tion "to  Egypt,  for  renewing  the  avowed  and  favorite  project  of 
conquering  and  colonizing  that  rich  and  fertile  country,  and  of 
opening  the  way  to  wound  some  of  the  vital  interests  of  England,  and 
to  plunder  the  treasures  of  the  East,  in  order  lo  fill  the  bankrupt  cof- 
fers of  France  ?  Would  it  be  the  interest  of  Bonaparte,  under  such 
circumstances,  or  liis  principles,  his  moderation,  his  love  of  peace, 
his  aversion  to  conquest,  and  his  regard  for  the  independence  of  other 
nations — would  it  be  all,  or  any  of  these  that  would  secuie  us  against 
an  attempt  which  would  leave  us  only  tiie  option  of  submitting  without 
a  struggle  to  certain  loss  or  disgrace,  or  of  renewing  the  contest  wiiich 
he  had  prematvu'ely  terminated,  without  allies,  without  preparation, 
with  diminished  means,  and  with  mcreased  difficulty  and  hazard  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  then  entered  at  great  length  into  the  nature  of  the  present 
French  constitution.  We  have  been  asked  in  the  course  of  this  de- 
bate— do  you  think  you  can  impose  monarchy  upon  France,  against 
the  will  of  the  nation  ?  I  never  thoug-ht  it,  I  never  hoped  it,  I  never 
wished  it ;  but  as  a  sincere  lover  of  peace,  I  will  not  sacrifice  it  by 
grasping  at  the  shadow,  when  the  reality  is  not  substantially  within 
my  reach — Cur  igitur  pnceni  nolo  P  ^iia  injida  est,  quia  periciUnsa,  quia 
esse  nan  potest.  An  address  highly  approving  the  rejection  of  the 
offers  was  voted  by  a  great  majority. 

Perseverance  in  the  war  being  still  determined,  subsidies  were  voted 
to  the  emperor,  the  elector  of  Bavaria,  and  other  powers  of  the  em- 
pire. The  income  tax  was  contiimed  ;  a^id,  including  a  vote  of  cre- 
dit, there  Vv'as  a  loan  of  twenty -one  millions.  A  motion  for  an  enqui- 
ry into  the  expedition  to  Holland  was  made,  but  it  Avas  rejected  by  a 
great  majority.  The  union  betv.een  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  under- 
went an  ample  discussion  in  both  houses  of  the  Irish  parliament,  and 
was  adopted  by  a  great  majority  in  both  houses.  The  time  of  its 
commencement  was  finailv  determined  to  be  fixed  on  the  first  of  Jan. 
1801,  being  the  first  day  of  the  nineteenth  century,  Tiie  suspension 
of  the  habeas  corpus  was,  after  a  considerable  discussion,  continued. 
Provisions  being  during  this  session  uncommonly  high,  attracted  the 
attention  of  parliament.  Mr  Pitt,  on  the  soundest  principles  of  poli- 
tical economy,  sanctioned  by  tiie  autliority  of  the  ablest  writers,  had 
abstained  from  all  interference  in  the  corn-market;  the  legislature 
confined  its  attention  to  the  contrivance  of  substitutes,  and  diminu- 
tion of  consum})tion.  P^r.  Pitt,  from  a  detailed  view  of  the  price  of 
provisions  during  the  v/hole  contest,  argued,  tiiatif  the  scarcity  had 
arisen  from  the  war,  the  increase  would  have  been  pi'ogressive  ;  wliere- 
as  the  prices  in  1796,  1797  ^nd  1798  had  been  s.s  lov/as  in  peace,  and 
the  rise  liad  not  taken  place  till  1799  ;  and  w  as  obviously  imputable 
to  the  wet,  iiite  and  unproductive  harvest.  In  consequence  of  Had- 
field's  attempthig  the  king's  life,  and  repeated  instances  of  insanity 
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being  directed  against  a  personage  whose  safety  was  so  deal*  and  im- 
portant to  the  state,  two  additional  clauses  were  added  to  the  insanity 
bin,  providing  more  especially  for  the  personal  safety  of  the  sove- 
reign.    Parliament  was  prorogued  on  llie  29lh  of  July. 

The  campaign  of  this  year  was  terminated  by  the  peace  between 
France  and  Austria,  as  the  consequence  of  Bonaparte's  victories.  The 
British  reduced  Malta — the  convention  of  El  Arish,  by  which  the 
French  General  Keber  a^^reed  to  evacuate  Egypt,  v.'as  concluded  by 
Sir  Sydney  Smith — this  was  not  however  ratified  by  the  Briiish  go- 
verr.ment ;  Curacoa  in  the  West-Indies  was  captured.  In  Brivain 
the  year  1800  was  chiefly  distinguisliedby  the  exorbitant  price  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  This  dreadful  evil,  during  the  summer,  was  burr.e 
with  meritorious  patience;  when  harvest  commenced,  the  prices  foil 
with  considerable  rapidity  upwards  of  one  fourth,  but  in  September 
bread  again  rose,  and  in  the  manufacturing  towns  riots  began,  espe- 
cially at'  Birmingham  ;  tb.ence  they  reached  London,  but  were  quelled 
without  the  actual  use  of  arms.  The  proposal  of  treating  for  peace 
was  now  made  from  the  chief  Consul,  through  Mr.  Otto.  Tlie  French 
proposal  for  a  naval  armistice  being  rejected  by  the  English  govern- 
ment, and  their  contre-projet,  pi-cdiibitiiig  all  m.eans  of  defence  from 
being  conveyed  into  the  island  of  Malta,  or  any  of  tlie  ports  of  Egypt, 
and  providing  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  blockade  at  Brest,  Tou- 
lon an  I  other  French  ports,  and  the  removal  of  rhe  ships  of  war  in 
those  pr)rts  to  any  other  station,  being"  dissented  to  by  the  French, 
the  negociation  was  broken  off.  A  separate  peace,  thougli  the  Chief 
Consul  would  have  acceded  to  the  English  cmtre-projet,  as  the  preli- 
minary, was  soon  after  as  lieretofore  rejected.  The  last  Britisii  parJia- 
ment  met  on  the  10th  of  Nov.  1800,  in  order  to  dispatch  the  most 
urgent  business  previous  to  the  nieeting  of  the  united  legislature.  The 
subjects  which  chieHy  occupied  tiieir  attention  were,  the  overtures  for 
a  peace  with  the  French  republic,  the  high  price  of  provisions,  and 
the  immediate  supplies  for  the  national  service.  The  opponents  of 
ministry  endeavored,  as  in  the  former  year,  to  cliarge  tlie  scarcity  to 
the  account  of  the  war,  but  ministers  si  ill  continued  to  resist  this  alle- 
gation. In  the  discussion  upon  the  negociation,  a  great  majority  in 
parliament' approved  highly  of  the  resolution  of  government  not  to 
conclude  a  separate  peace,  the  su[)plies  required  were  voted,  the  Bri- 
tish parliament  was  prorogued  towards  the  end  of  December,  and  the 
imited  parliament  of  Great  Biitain  and  Ireland  met  for  the  first  time 
on  the  2d  of  January,  1 801. 

It  w^as  about  this  time  that  the  northern  confederacy  began  to  shew 
itself.  Denmark  and  Sweden  had  bt-en  often  engaged  in  contraband 
traffic  with  France,  and  been  detected  by  the  vigilance  of  the  Bri.ish 
cruizers.  The  emperor  of  Russia,  irritated  by  tlio  jealojisy  of  Austria 
had  now  taken  an  inveterate  hatred  to  that  power  ar.d  Great  Britain, 
and  had  joined  with  the  Tixm  and  the  Swede  \\\  an  armed  neutrality  si- 
milar to  that  uf  the  year  irSO.  There  had  been  much  discussion  between 
the  British  and  the  northern  courts,  and  his  Majesty's  speed)  noticed 
tlie  convention  between  the  northern  povrers,  and  Ms  own  efforts  to 
repel  their  aggression.     The  address  bci'ig  moved,    Mr.  Grey  en- 
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tered  at  large  into  the  subject,  and  proposed  an  amendment.  On 
this  occasion  Mr  Pitt's  reply  was  severely  sarcastic.  I  must  confess. 
Sir,  said  he,  that  the  mani^er  in  which  tiie  lion,  gentleman  lias  treated 
every  part  of  this  subject,  has  realiy  filled  me  with  astonishment,  both 
wlien  I  consider  the  general  plan  of  his  speecli,  and  the  particular 
statements  into  wliich  he  went  in  support  of  b.is  argument.  In  fol- 
lowing the  order  v/liich  he  took,  I  must  begin  with  his  doubts  and 
end  Avith  his  certainties;  and  I  cannot  avoid  observing,  thattlie  hon. 
gentleman  was  sing-ularly  unfortunate  upon  this  subject,  for  he  enter- 
tained doubts  where  there  was  not  the  slightest  ground  for  hesitation, 
and  he  makes  up  ids  mind  to  absolute  certainty  upon  points  in  whicii 
both  argument  and  fact  are  decidedly  against  him.  Upon  the  justice 
of  our  claim,  the  hon.  gentleman  states  himself  to  be  v/hoUy  in' doubt. 
.There  is.  Sir,  in  general,  a  degree  of  modesty  in  doubting  that  conci- 
liates very  much;  and  a  man  is  seldom  inclined  to  bear  hard  upon  an 
antagonist  whose  attack  does  not  exceed  the  limits  of  a  doubt.  But, 
Sir,  when  a  gentleman  doubts  tliat  which  has  been  indisputably  estab- 
lished for  more  than  a  century — when  lie  doubts  that  which  h.as  been 
an  acknowledged  principle  ofia\v  in  all  the  tribunals  of  t!ie  kingdom, 
which  are  alone  competent  to  decide  upon  the  subject,  and  which 
parliament  has  constantly  known  them^  to  act  upon— when  he  doubts 
principles  which  the  ablest  and  the  wisest  statesmen  have  uniformly 
adopted — I  say,  Sir,  tiie  doubt  that  calls  in  question  principles  so 
established,  without  offering  the  slightest  grourid  for  so  doing,  sliews 
a  great  deal  of  pert  presumption  which  as  often  as  modesty  leads  to 
scepticism.  There  are  two  ways  in  which  this  subject  is  to  be  con- 
sidered: the  first  is  what  has  been  the  generallaw  of  nations  upon 
this  subject,  independent  of  any  particular  treaties  which  may  have 
been  made.  The  next  is,  how  far  any  precise  treaties  affect  it.  With 
respect  to  the  law  of  nations,  we  know  that  the  principle  upon 
which  we  are  now  acting  has  been  universally  admitted,  except  in 
cases  where  it  has  been  restrained  or  modified  by  particular  treaties  be- 
tween different  states.  And  here  I  must  observe,  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  fallen  into  the  same  error  which  constitutes  the  great 
fallacy  in  the  reasoning  of  the  advocates  for  the  northern  powers  : 
namely,  that  every  exception  from  the  general  law  by  a  particular 
treaty,  proves  the  law  to  be  as  it  is  stated  in  that  treaty ;  whereas  the 
very  circumstances  of  making  an  exception  by  treaty,  proves  what 
the  general  law  of  nations  would  be  if  no  sucli  treaty  were  made  to 
modify  or  alter  it.  But  what  will  the  honorable  gentleman  say,  if  I 
give  to  him  this  short  answer,  that  with  everv  one  of  the  three  noi  th- 
ern  powers  with  wliora  we  are  at  present  in  dispute,  independent  of  that 
law  of  nations,  of  our  uniform  practices,  and  of  the  opinions  of  our 
courts,  we  ha\e  tlie  strictest  letter  of  engagements  by  whicli  they  are 
bound  to  us  ?~ What  will  he  say,  if  I  shew  that  their  present  conduct 
to  us  is  as  much  a  violation  of  pcisltive  treaties  with  us,  as  it  is  of  the 
law  of  nations.  Mr.  Pitt  here  quoted  the  facts  to  which  lie  alludtd. 
Bit  then  tiie  honorable  gentleman  says,  '*  w^e  do  not  know  the  pi^ecise 
terms  of  the  pre:^ent  treaty,  and  therefore  we  ought  t<.  take  no  stef.s 
until  we  are  completely  ai;prized  of  its  contents."  Hi)W  far  would 
the  honorable  gentleman  pusli  his  argamient?  Will  he  say,  that  we 
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ought  to  ^\  ;iiL  quietly  for  the  treaty,  that  we  oug-lit  to  take  no  step 
until  we  liad  i-ead  it  paragrapli  by  paragra])li?  Are  we  to  wait  till  we 
see  the  article  itself,  until  we  see  the  seal  to  the  contract  of  our  de- 
struction, before  we  take  nneans  to  ii^.sure  our  defence  ? 

Sir,  I  will  not  trouble  the  house  any  longer  upon  the  question  of 
right ;  I  come  now  to  tiie  expediency.  The  question  is,  whether  we 
are  to  permit  the  navy  of  our  enemies  to  be  supplied  and  recruited — 
whether  we  are  to  suffer  blockaded  forts  to  be  furnished  with  warlike 
stores  and  provisions — whether  we  are  to  suffer  neutral  nations,  by 
hoisting  a  fiag  upon  a  sloop,  or  a  fishing  boat,  to  convey  the  treasures 
of  South  America  to  the  harbours  of  Spain,  or  the  naval  stores  of  the 
Baltic  to  Brest  or  Toulon  ? — I  v/ould  ask.  Sir,  has  there  been  any  period 
.since  we  have  been  a  naval  country,  in  which  we  have  not  acted  upon 
this  principle  ?  1  he  honorable  gentleman  talks  of  the  destruction 
of  the  naval  power  of  France ;  but  does  he  really  believe  that  her 
marine  would  have  been  decreased  to  the  degree  that  it  now  is,  if, 
during  the  whole  of  tlie  war,  this  very  principle  had  not  been  acted 
upon  ?  If  the  fraudulent  system  of  neutrals  had  not  been  prevented, 
her  navy  would  have  been  in  a  very  different  situation  from  that  in 
v/hich  it  now  is.  Does  he  not  know  that  the  naval  preponderance 
which  we  have  by  these  means  acquired,  has  given  security  to  this 
country,  and  has  more  than  once  afforded- chances  for  the  salvation  of 
Europe  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  then  went  on  to  refute  the  charg-es  against  ministers  in 
Mr.  Grey's  speech,  and  a  majority  of  183  approved  the  conduct  of 
administration. — In  the  month  of  February,  Mr.  Pitt  unexpectedly 
resigned,  and  on  the  16th  he  thus  assigned  his  reasons.  When  I 
took  the  liberty  of  stating,  that  the  insinuations  thrown  out  by  an 
honorable  gentleman  this  night  were  unfounded,  my  idea  was,  allud- 
ing to  that  charge,  that  I  had  not  suggested  any  rumours  injurious  to 
my  sovereign,  to  v/hom  I  am,  perhaps,  more  than  any  other  man  in 
his  dominions,  bound  by  gratitude,  duty  and  affection.  In  saying 
this,  however,  I  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  ground  assigned  by 
rumour  was  not  the  ground  of  my  resignation,  much  less  did  I  de- 
cline any  explanation.  But  it  is  somewhat  a  new  doctrine,  that  a 
man  cannot,  consistently  with  his  duty,  resign  a  high  and  responsible 
situation,  without  giving  all  the  reasons  which  determined  him  on 
that  line  of  conduct.  Wiiere  this  system  of  duty  is  established,  I 
know  not.  I  have  never  heard  that  it  was  a  public  crime  to  retire 
from  office  without  explaining  the  reason.  I  therefore  am  not  aware 
liovv-  it  can  be  a  public  crime  in  me  to  relinquish,  without  assigning 
the  cause,  a  station  which  it  would  be  the  anibition  of  my  life,  and 
the  passion  of  my  heart,  to  continue  to  fill,  if  I  c  'uld  do  so  with 
advantage  to  my  country,  and  consistently  v/ith  what  I  conceive  to  be 
my  duty.  As  to  the  merits  then  of  the  question  which  led  to  my 
resignation,  thongh  I  do  not  feel  myself  bound,  I  am  willing  to  sub- 
mit them  to  the  house.  I  should  rather  leave  it  to  posterity  to  judge 
of  my  conduct,  still  I  have  no  objection  to  state  the  fact  : — I,  and 
some  of  my  colleagues  in  office,  did  feel  it  an  incumbent  duty  upon 
us  to  propose  a  measure  on  the  part  of  government,  which,  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  union  so  happily  efi'ected  between  the  two  coun- 
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tries,  we  thought  of  great  public  importance,  and  necessary  to  com- 
plete the  benefit  likely  to  result  from  tliat  measure  :  we  felt  this  opi- 
nion so  strongly,  that  when  we  met  with  circumstances  which  ren- 
dered it  impossible  for  us  to  propose  it  as  a  measure  of  government, 
we  felt  it  equally  inconsistent  with  our  duty  and  our  honor  any 
longer  to  remain  a  part  of  that  goverment.  What  may  be  the  opi- 
nion of  others^  I  know  not,  but  I  beg  to  have  it  understood  to  be  a 
measure  which,  if  I  had  remained  in  goverment,  I  must  have  pro- 
posed. What  my  conduct  will  be  in  a  difterent  situation  must  be 
regulated  b}^  a  mature  and  im.partial  review  of  all  the  circumstances 
~^ of  the  case.  I  shall  be  governed  (as  it  has  always  been  the  wisli  of 
mv  life  to  be)  only  by  such  considerations  as  I  think  best  tend  to 
insure  the  tranquillity,  the  strength,  and  the  happiness  of  the  empire." 

Having  thus  traced  Mr.  Pitt  tlirough  his  long- career  of  ministerial 
duties,  It  remains  for  us  to  view  him  in  the  less  active  and  responsible 
<-ondition  of  a  member  of  the  liouse  of  commons.  In  the  newadmi- 
iiist7-ation  Mr.  Addington  was  the  inheritor  of  Mr.  Pitt's  honors,  and 
it  was  understood  that  he  was  in  some  sort  recommended  by  Mr.  Pitt, 
and  that  he  expected  Mr.  P.'s  support.  Previous  to  that  gentleman's 
quitting  the  treasury,  he  produced  the  estimate  of  supply  and  the 
ways  and  means,  the  former  including  a  loan  of  25,400,000/.  The 
taxes  were  laid  on  tea  and  sugar,  upon  paper  a  duty  often  percent,  ad- 
ditional, and  various  other  articles. — Inquiries  were  proposed  into 
the  expedition  to  Ferrol  and  Cadiz,  and  also  concerning  the  conven- 
tion of  El-Arish,  which,  if  observed  by  England,  it  was  said  might 
have  prevented  the  necessity  of  sending  troops  to  Egypt ;  but  all 
these  motions  were  negatived  by  the  usual  very  great  majorities. — In 
the  course  of  the  session,  new  regulations  were  made  for  encouraging 
the  importation  of  wheat,  American  flour  and  rice,  to  lessen  the 
growing  pressure  of  scarcity;  and  on  the  1st  of  July  the  house 
rose. 

In  the  sessions  which  immediately  succeeded  the  change  of  minis- 
ters, we  find  Mr.  Pitt  the  friend  and  supporter  of  Mr.  Addington. — 
Mr.  Pitt's  speeclies  were  short  upon  every  occasion,  and  were  princi- 
pally in  defence  of  the  measures  of  his  administration. 

On  the  opening  of  the  session,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1801,  the 
speech  from  the  throne  announced  the  favourable  conclusion  of  the 
negociations  begun  in  t]i,e  last  session  of  parliament.  It  expressed 
much  satisfaction,  that  the  differences  with  the  northern  powers  had 
been  adjusted,  and  that  tlie  preliminaries  of  peace  had  been  ratified 
between  us  and  the  Frencli  republic.  As  the  provision  for  defi-aying 
the  expenses  which  must  unavoidably  be  continued  for  some  time, 
and  m.aintaining  an  adequate  peace  establisliment,  could  not  be  made 
without  large  additional  supplies,  all  possib'le  attention  should  be  paid 
to  such  economical  arrangements  as  mi^-lit  be  consistent  with  the 
great  object  of  security  to  his  majesty's  dominions  ;  and  concluded 
with  eulogiums  on  the  naval  and  military  operations  of  the  last  cam- 
paign, and  the  glorious  issue  of  our  expedition  to  Egypt.  Mr.  Pitt, 
said  but  a  few  words,  he  was  however  on  the  side  of  administration. 
It  was  on  this  occasion  that  the  Grenville  party  sej)arated  from  their 
!a+e  friends,  by  openly  declaring  their  disapprobation  of  the  peace. 


112  THE     LIFE     OF  A.     1801, 

Tlie  discussion  Iiov.ever  was  postponed  till  a  future  day.  On  the 
3d  of  November  tl^.e  debate  came  on.  In  the  early  part  of  it  Mr. 
Pitt  rose.  He  said,  that  upon  a  subject  in  itself  of  such  import- 
ance, and  one  upon  which  It  was  unf  >rtanately  his  lot  to  differ  from 
some  with  whom  it  had  been  his  happiness  to  have  been  connected 
by  the  strictest  ties  of  friendship,  for  the  greater  part  of  liis  life,  he 
was  anxious  to  deliver  his  sentiments,  before  the  attention  of  the 
house  and  his  powers,  should  be  exhausted  by  fatig-ue. 

For  some  time  past,  all  rational,  all  thinking'  men,  liad  concurred  in 
an  opinion,  that  whatever  their  wishes  might  have  been,  whatever 
hopes  might  at  different  periods  of  the  war  have  been  entertained, 
yet,  tliat  after  tlie  events  which  had  taken  place  on  the  continent,  the 
question  of  peace  or  war  between  Great  Britain  and  France  became  a 
question  of  terms  only.  When  he  said  that  the  question  of  peace  or 
war  between  this  country  and  France  was  a  question  of  terms  only, 
he  wislied  to  be  understood,  as  being  more  anxious  about  the  general 
complexion  of  th.e  peace,  as  affecting  the  character  of  this  country, 
for  good  faith,  honor  and  g-enerosity,  than  he  was  about  any  particu- 
lar acquisition  that  might  be  made,  or  any  specific  object  that  might 
be  attained.  For  Ids  own  part,  lie  had  no  hesitation  to  decla:-e,  that 
he  would  rather  close  with  an  enemy  upon  terms  short  even  of  the 
fair  pretensions  of  the  country,  provided  they  were  not  hiconsistent 
with  honor  and  security,  than  continue  the  contest  for  any  particular 
possession.  He  did  not  pretend  to  state  to  the  house,  that  this  peace 
fully  answered  all  his  wishes ;  but  the  government  had  undoubtedly 
endeavoured  to  obtain  the  best  terms  they  covdd  for  the  country ;  and 
he  was  ready  to  contend,  that  the  difference  between  the  terms  we  had 
obtained  and  those  of  retaining  all  we  had  given  up,  would  not  have 
justified  ministers,  in  protracting  the  war.  The  principle  upon  which 
administration  acted,  and  in  which  he  perfectly  concurred  with  them, 
was,  that  in  selecting  those  acquisitions  which  we  wished  to  retain, 
it  was  cur  interest  to  endeavour  to  retain  such  as  fi'om  their  situation, 
or  from  other  causes,  were  the  best  calculated  for  confirming  and  se- 
curing our  ancient  territories.  The  object  which  must  naturally  first 
])resent  itself  to  every  minister,  must  be  to  give  additional  vigor  to  our 
maritime  strength,  and  secinuty  to  our  colonial  possessions.  It  must 
be  admitted  by  every  man  accjuainted  with  the  real  interest  of  this 
country,  that,  compared  with  the  East  and  West  Indies,  the  Medi- 
terranean  is  but  a  secondary  consideration.  In  one  point  of  veiw,  he 
admitted  that  possessions  in  the  Mediterranean  were  of  importance  to 
enable  us  to  co-operate  with  any  continental  powers  Vv'ith  whom  we 
might  happen  to  be  in  alliance.  When  there  was  not  a  confederacy 
in  our  favor,  this  country,  with  all  its  naval  superiority,  could  not 
make  any  very  serious  efforts  on  the  continent ;  yet,  in  the  case  of 
such  a  confederacy,  much  undoubtedly  would  be  done  by  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  British  navy  in  the  Mediterranean.  Upon  this  princi- 
ple, he  lioped  the  house  would  concur  with  him  in  thinking,  that 
we  ought  not  to  insist  upon  retaining  the  island  of  Malta  The 
other  possession  winch  we  had  acquired,  and  upon  the  propriety  of 
retaining  which  much  had  been  said,  was  Minorca.  With  respect  to 
this  island,  he  perfectlv  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  his  noble  friend, 
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(Lord  Hawkesbury)  that  it  would  always  belong*  to  the  power  who 
possessed  the  greatest  maritime  streng-th.  Upon  these  grounds,  he, 
for  one,  would  not  have  advised  much  to  be  given  in  ar.other  quarter, 
for  the  pui'pose  of  enabling  us  to  retain  Minorca,  doubting-,  as  he  did. 
whether  in  time  of  peace  it  was  worth  the  expense  of  a  g-arrison.  In 
turning-  his  attention  to  the  East  Indies,  he  certainly  saw  cause  for 
reg-ret,  because  the  opinion  he  had  been  taug-ht  to  entertain  of  the  va- 
lue of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  much  hig-her  than  that  expressed 
by  his  noble  friend.  But,  thinking-  thus  highly  as  he  did  of  the 
Cape,  he  considered  it  as  far  inferior  indeed  to  Ceylon,  wliich  he 
looked  upon  to  be,  of  all  tlie  places  upon  the  face  of  the  g'lobe,  the 
one  whicli  will  add  most  to  tlie  security  of  our  East  Indian  pos- 
sessions. He  now  came  to  tlie  consideration  of  our  situation  in 
the  West  Indies ;  and  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  of  all 
the  islands  which  the  fortune  of  war  had  put  into  our  hands  in 
that  quarter,  Trinidad  was  the  most  valuable  ;  he  should  prefer  it 
even  to  Martinico — undoubtedly  as  a  protection  to  our  leeward 
islar.ds  it  was  the  better  of  the  two ;  but  in  point  of  intrinsic 
value,  Trinidad  was  the  more  important. — He  v/ould  now  trouble 
tlie  house  shortly  upon  the  subject  of  our  allies.  With  uespect  to  tlie 
Porte,  we  had  done  every  thing-  that  we  were  bound  to  do — nay, 
more — we  had  compelled  the  Frencli  to  the  evacuation  of  Eprypt,  and 
had  stipulated  for  ;he  integ-rity  of  her  dominions.  Tliere  was  another 
object  which  we  had, obtained — he  meant  the  establishment  of  an 
infmt  power,  viz.^  the  republic  of  the  Seven  Islands,  which  would 
perhaps  have  otherwise  fallen  ujider  the  cl^jminion  of  France ;  this 
certainly  was  an  acquisition  of  great  iniportance  for  this  country,  not 
inferior' perhaps  to  the  possession  of  Malta  itself.  With  regard  to 
Naples,  we  were  not  bound  to  do  any  thing  for  her.  She  had  even 
desired  to  be  released  from  her  engagements  to  us  ;  but  she  v/as  com- 
pelled to  this  by  an  over-ruling  necessity  ;  and  the  government  of 
this  country,  in  its  conduct  towards  Naples,  had  only  acted  in  con- 
formity to  its  own  interest,  and  that  upon  large  and  liberal  grounds, 
in  endeavoun.ig  to  repair  the  fortunes  ofJln  aliy  who  had  given  v/ay 
only  to  force.  With  regard  to  Sardinia,  tlie  same  observations  were 
applicable  ;  for  we  were  not  bound  to  interfere  for  her,  unless  it  was 
to  be  maintained,  that  v.e  were  to  take  upon  ourselves  the  task  of 
settling  the  atlairs  of  the  continent.  He  was  ready  to  grant  that  we 
ouglit  to  have  claimed  Piedmont  for  its  sovereign ;  but  could  we  have 
obtained  it,  unless  we  could  have  deposed  the  King  of  Etruria, 
gained  the  Cisalpine  and  Ligurian  republics,  and  driven  the  French 
from  the  mountains  of  Switzerland  ?  Unless  we  could  have  done  all 
this,  it  would  have  been  in  vain  to  restore  the  King  of  Sardinia  to  his 
capital,  surrounded  as  he  would  have  been  by  tlie  Frencli,  and  by 
their  dependent  and  affiliated  republics.  As  to  Portugal,  everybody 
must  lament  her  misfortunes.  But  if  it  was  right  in  her  to  ask  to  be 
released  from  her  engagements  to  us,  and  if  it  was  right  in  us  to  con- 
sent to  it,  then  clearly  we  were  absolved  fiom  any  obligation  to  her. 
It  had  been  said,  "  You  aifect  to  guarantee  the  integrity  of  Portugal, 
but  it  is  only  after  France  and  Spain  have  taken  every  thing  they 
wisli€d  for.'*  But  this  again  was  not  correct.  The  treaty  of  Badcijoz 
K  2 
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certainl}-  did  not  give  to  France  all  she  desired,  because  France^ 
by  a  subsequent  treaty,  extorts  another  cession  of  still  g'reater  ini- 
portance  to  her.  What  happens  then  ?  Portugal  has  given  up  this 
second  portion  of  her  territory  by  force,  when  you  interfere  and 
cancel  the  second  treaty,  and  bring  them  back  to  the  stipulations  in 
the  first.  To  you,  then,  Portugal  owes  this  difference  in  the  limits 
of  her  South  American  empire ;  and  to  her  you  have  acted  not  only 
with  good  faith,  but  with  dignified  liberality.  The  only  remaining 
ally  was  the  Prince  of  Orange  ;  from  ovu-  ancient  connections,  from 
our  gratitude  for  tlie  services  of  tlie  House  of  Orange  at  the  period 
of  the  revolution,  from  his  connection  with  our  sovereign,  we  could 
not  but  take  a  lively  interest  in  his  fate,  and  we  have  shewn  it  by  our 
conduct.  On  the  present  occasion  his  interests  had  not  been  ne- 
glected ;  we  did  interfere  for  him  ;  and  we  were  told,  that  his  interests 
were  at  that  time  the  subject  of  neg'ociation,  and  that  he  would  receive 
•an  indemnity.  Thus  stood  the  case  v/ith  regard  to  our  acquisitions 
ind  to  our  allies.  But  it  had  been  said,  that  we  ouglit  to  have  ob- 
tained more  ;  that  we  ought  to  have  obtained  sometldng  to  balance 
the  great  increase  of  power  Vv'hich  France  had  acquired  ;  that  we  have 
given  France  the  means  of  increasing  her  m.aritime  strength,  and,  in 
«hort,  that  we  have  signed  the  death-warrant  of  tlie  country.  Now, 
in  the  first  place,  if  we  had  retained  all  our  conquests,  it  would  not 
have  m.ade  any  difference  to  us  in  point  of  security  ;  would  these  ac- 
quisitions have  enabled  us  to  counterbalance  the  poAver  which  France 
had  acquired  on  the  co)itinent  ?  they  would  only  give  us  a  little 
more  wealth  ;  but  a  little  more  wealth  would  be  badly  purchased 
by  a  little  more  v/ar  ;  he  should  think  so,  even  if  we  could  be 
sure  that  one  year's  more  war  would  give  it  to  us,  particularly  when 
it  was  recollected  how  many  years  we  had  now  been  engaged  in  this 
contest.  In  speaking,  however,  about  our  resoiu'ccs,  he  would 
take  upon  himself  to  state,  (and  he  hoped  the  house  would  give  him 
credit  for  some  knowledge  upon  the  subject)  that  if  any  case  of  ne- 
cessity should  arise,  or  if  our  honor  should  require  another  contest, 
v.e  were  far,  very  far  indeed,  from  the  end  of  our  pecuniary  re- 
sources, whichi  he  was  happy  to  say,  Vv  ere  greater  than  the  enemy,  or 
even  tlie  people  of  this  country  themselves  had  an  idea  of.  Allu- 
sions had  been  made  to  former  opinions  and  language ;  upon  this  sub- 
ject he  should  only  say,  that  peace  having  been  restored  between 
England  and  France,  forbearance  of  language,  and  terms  of  respect, 
were  proper  ;  but  it  Vvould  be  affectation  and  hypocrisy  in  him  to 
say,  that  he  had  changed,  or  could  cliange,  his  opinion  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  person  presiding  in  France,  until  he  saw  a  train  of  conduct 
which  would  justify  that  change.  The  great  object  of  the  war  on 
our  part  was  security.  In  order  to  obtain  it,  we  certainly  did  look 
for  the  subversion  of  that  government  which  was  founded  upon  re- 
vdutionary  principles.  We  never  at  any  one  period  said,  that,  as  a 
:.j.7e  qua  non,  w^e  insisted  upon  the  restoration  of  the  old  government 
of  France;  we  oidy  said,  there  was  no  government  with  which  we 
could  treat — this  was  our  language  up  to  1796 ;  but  in  no  one  in- 
stance did  we  ever  insist  upon  restoring  the  monarchy,  though  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  acknov>^Iedge,  that  it  would  luye  been  more  consistent  with 
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the  wishes  of  mhiisters,  and  with  tlie  interest  and  security  of  this 
country.  He  was  equally  ready  to  confess,  that  he  had  given  up  his 
hopes  "with  the  greatest  reluctance  ;  and  he  should,  to  his  dying-day, 
lament  tliat  there  were  not,  on  tlie  part  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe, 
efforts  corresponding  to  our  own,  for  the  accomplishment  of  that 
great  work.  There  "were  periods,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war, 
in  wiiich  they  had  hopes  of  being  able  to  put  togetlier  the  scattered 
fragments  of  that  great  and  venerable  edifice,  to  have  recalled  tlie 
exiled  nobility  of  France,  to  have  restored  a  government,  certainly 
not  free  from  defects,  but  built  upon  sober  .and  regular  foundations, 
instead  of  tiiat  mad  system  of  innovation  which  threatened-,  and  had 
nearly  accomplished  the  destruction  of  Europe.  When  this  became 
unattainable  he  gave  up  his  hopes.;  but  we  had  the  satisfaction  of 
knowing,  that  we  had  survived  the  violence  of  the  revolutionary  fe- 
ver, and  we  had  seen  tiie  extent  of  its  principles  abated:— We  had 
.seen  Jacobinism  deprived  of  its  fascination ;  we  had  seen  it  stripped 
of  the  name  and  pretext  of  liberty;  it  had  shewn  itself  to  be  capable 
only  of  destroying,  not  of  building,  and  that  it  must  necessarily  end 
in  a  military  despotism ;  he  trusted  tl)js  important  lesson  would  not 
be  thrown  away  upon  tlie  world.  He  could  not  agree  with  those  gen- 
tlemen who  seemed  to  tliink  that  France  had  grown  so  mucli  stronger 
than  ourselves.  When  the  immense  acquisitions  which  France  had 
made  were  taken  into  consideratioTi  on  the  one  hand,  it  was  but  fair, 
on  the  other,  to  coijsider  what  she  had  lost  in  population,  in  com- 
merce, in  capital,  and  in  habits  of  industry  ;  the  desolation  produced 
by  convulsions,  such  as  France  had  undergone,  could  not  be  repaired 
even  by  large  acquisitions  of  territory.  When  he  took  into  considera- 
tion tlie  immense  wealth  of  this  co'intry,  and  the  natural  and  legiti- 
mate growth  of  that  wealth,  so  much  superior  to  the  produce  of  rapa- 
city and  plimder,  he  could  not  but  entertain  the  hope,  founded  injus- 
tice and  in  nature,  of  its  sohdity.  This  hope  was  strengthened  by 
collateral  considerations,  when  he  looked  to  the  great  increase  of  our 
maritime  power,  when  he  contemplated  the  additional  naval  triumphs 
that  we  had  obtained,  when  he  regarded  the  brilliant  victories  of  our 
armies  gained  over  the  flower  of  the  troops  of  France;  troops  which, 
in  the  opinion  of  many,  v»'ere  invincible — when  he  reflected  upon 
these  glorious  achievements,  though  he  could  not  but  lament  our 
disappointment  in  some  objects,  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  thiiiking, 
that  we  had  added  strength  to  our  security,  and  lustre  to  our  national 
character,  Butth.ere  v/eretwo  important  events  which  had  given  the 
greatest  consolidation  to  our  strength;  he  alluded  to  the  destruction 
of  the  power  of  Tippoo  Saltaun  in  India.  It  had  frequently  been  ob- 
served, that  great  dangers  frequently  produced  in  nations  of  a  manly- 
cast  of  mind,  great  and  noble  exertions:  so  when  the  most  unparal- 
leled danger  threatened  the  si.ster  kingdom,  the  feelings  of  a  common 
cause  between  the  people  of  both  countries  had  enabled  them  to  over- 
come prejudices,  some  of  them  perhajjs  laudable,  and  all  of  them 
deep-rooted,  and  led  to  that  happy  union,  which  adds  more  to  the 
power  and  strength  of  the  British  empire,  than  all  the  conquests  of  one 
and  indivisible  France  do  to  that  country.  These  were  consolations 
which  he  wished  to  recal  to  the  recollection  of  those  who  entertained 
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gloomy  apprehensions  about  the  strength  and  resources  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. If  any  additional  proofs  were  wanting  to  prove  her  ability  to 
protect  her  lionour  and  maintain  her  interest,  let  gentlemen  look  to 
the  last  campaign,  and  they  would  see  Great  Britain  contending  against 
a  powerful  confederacy  in  tlie  North;  they  would  see  her  fighting  for 
those  objects  at  once  in  Egypt  and  in  the  Baltic,  and  they  would  see 
her  successful  in  both.  We  had  shewn  that  we  were  ready  to  meet 
the  threatened  invasion  at  home,  and  could  send  troops  to  triumph 
over  the  Frencli  on  the  barren  sands  of  Egypt,  before  a  man  could 
escape  from  Toulon  to  reinforce  their  blocked-up  army;  we  had  met 
the  menaced  invasion  by  attacking  France  on  her  own  coasts ;  and  we 
had  seen  those  ships  which  were  destined  for  the  invasion  of  this  coun- 
try moored  and  chained  to  then*  shores,  and  finding  protection  only  in 
their  batteries.  These  were  not  only  sources  of  justifiable  pride,  but 
grounds  of  solid  security.  We  must  depend  fv)r  our  security  onlj' 
upon  ourselves ;  but  if  the  views  of  France  correspond  witli  our  own, 
we  had  every  jH-ospect  of  enjoying  a  long  peace.  He  saw  some 
symptoms  that  tiiey  were,  though  upon  this  he  had  no  certain  know- 
ledge, but  he  would  never  rely  upon  personal  character  for  the  secu- 
rity of  his  country.  He  was  inclined  to  liope  every  thing  that  was 
good,  but  he  was  bound  to  act  as  if  he  feared  otherwise. 

During  the  remainder  of  tlie  session  Mr.  Pitt  spoke  very  little  ia 
the  house  He  continued  on  the  side  of  administration,  who  also  de- 
rived much  support  from  the  adherents  of  Mr.  Fox.  Lord  Grenviile 
and  his  party  were  now  decidedly  their  encnjies.  On  the  25th  of 
June,  1802,  parliament  rose.  Ministers  were  popular,  not  less  from 
the  circumstance  of  peace  being  concluded  imder  their  auspices,  than 
from  the  well  founded  beUef  wliich  every  where  existed  of  tlicir 
moderate  views,  their  strict  economy  and  their  unsulHed  integrity. 
No  event  of  importance  occurred  during  this  year,  but  tj\e  decree  of 
the  French  government,  v/hich  created  Bonaparte  consul  for  life,  and 
the  consequent  change  in  tlie  Frencli  constitution. 

Early  in  the  year  1803,  Col.  Despard  and  his  traitorous  associates 
were  brought  to  trial.  The  British  ministry  seemed  to  be  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  hostile  inj:entions  of  Bonaparte,  though  no  symp- 
tom of  a  breach  was  manifested  till  tlie  month  of  March,  exce])t  an 
increased  naval  and  military  estabhshment.  Not  long  after  the  ses- 
sion commenced,  an  overture  was  made  by  Mr.  Addington,  first  to 
admit  Mr.  Pitt  to  an  equal  share  of  power  with  luni.sclf,  nominating 
Lord  Chatham  as  the  ostensible  prime  minister;  and  iinding  this  not 
satisfactory,  it  is  said,  Mr.  Addington  voluntarily  proposed  to  rein- 
state Mr.  Pitt  in  his  former  offices,  and  to  accept,  himself,  a  subor- 
dinate employment.  Mr,  Pitt,  however,  it  is  asserted,  declined, 
imless  he  had  a  carte  blanche,  allowing  him  the  sole  nomination  of 
every  member  of  the  cabinet ;  such  a  proposal  was  deemed  unrea- 
sonable by  the  other  party,  and  the  neg-ociation  terminated.  In 
March  two  messages  from  his  Majesty  were  delivered  to  parliament, 
which  formally  announced  the  great  preparations  in  the  enemy's 
ports,  and  the;  discussions  which  were  j)ending"  between  the  English 
and  French  governments.  In  May  these  discussions  terminated  un- 
favorably, and  the  respective  ambassadors  were  recalled.  The  papers 
relative  to  the  cause  of  the  rupture  were  immediately  submitted  to 
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both  houses.  On  the  23cl  of  this  month  an  address  to  the  king-  being- 
moved,  Mr.  Pitt  delivered  his  opinions,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Ersldne,  at 
great  length.  He  said,  that  upon  the  justice  and  necessity  of  tlie 
g-rounds  on  wb.ich  we  Vv^ere  compelled  to  enter  into  the  war,  he 
tiioug-ht  it  almost  impossible  that  the  house  should  not  be  unanimous. 
In  those  transactior.s  which  had  most  immediately  produced  our  pre- 
sent situation,  the  learned  g-entleman  himseU"(Mr.  Erskine)  appeared, 
notwithstandipg-  some  doubts  which  he  had  thrown  out  on  particular 
points,  to  admit,  upon  the  whole,  that  there  was  such  clear  evidence 
of  viev/s  of  aggression  ar.d  hostility  on  the  part  of  France,  as  justified 
this  country  in  retaining  Malta  for  its  own  security.  Tb.is  he  main- 
tained to  be  the  first  great  point  on  which  the  question  turned  ;  and 
lie  contended  that  the  whole  of  Sebastiani's  report,  and  the  circum- 
stances of  his  mission  to  Egypt,  the  express  and  deliberate  avowal  by 
Bonaparte  himself,  of  his  views  and  intentions  in  a  formal  conference 
w^ith  Lord  Whitworth,  and  the  information  of  the  same  intentions 
through  tlie  official  chan.nel  of  the  minister  for  foreign  affairs,  aftbrded 
the  clearest  and  most  indisputable  evidence,  thattlie  first  Consul  had 
formed  the  determination,  even  while  Malta  was  yet  in  our  hands,  of 
resuming  hiy  hostile  projects  against  Egypt  ;  that  the  pursuit  of  sucli 
a  project  was  an  undeniable  act  of  hostility  against  tliis  country,  and 
aimed  at  some  of  its  most  important  interests  ;  that  it  was,  besides,  a 
direct  violation  both  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  Amiens 
itself,  under  pretence  of  which  treaty  alone  our  evacuation  of  that 
island  was  demanded.  With  respect  to  the  avowal  of  his  design  by 
the  first  consul  himself,  he  referred  to  I.,ord  Whitworth's  account,  in 
his  dispatch  of  the  21st  of  Feb.  which  took  place  by  the  express  ap- 
pointment of  the  first  Consul — ^that  it  was  therefore  evidently  prepared 
and  deliberate.  .In  the  course  of  this  conversation,  the  first  Consul 
did  not  attempt  to  disguise  his  ultimate  views  upon  Egypt ;  and  in  a 
subsequent  conversation  with  M.  Talleyrand,  it  was  expressly  ad- 
mitted that  the  acquisition  of  Egypt  had  been,  and  still  was,  a  favo- 
rite object  of  the  first  Consul.  To  all  the  evidence  founded  on  these 
several  documents,  he  had  heard  but  one  argument  proposed — the 
improbability  of  tlie  French  government  thus  disclosing  its  views,  if 
it  really  entertained  them.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  difficulty 
of  accounting-  for  the  disclosure  was  removed,  by  referring  to  the  new 
and  peculiar  policy  which  had  marked  the  conduct  of  France  from 
the  very  beginning  of  the  revolution.  Where  any  measure  was  in 
contemplation  more  flagrant  and  atrocious  than  another,  instead  of 
carefully  concealing  it  till  the  moment  of  execution,  it  had,  on  the 
contrary,  been  studiousl}^  announced  bef  »re  hand  ;  that  the  object  of 
this  policy  had  been  gradually  to  familiarize  men's  minds  to  that 
which  at  first  they  could  scarcely  even  believe,  and  that  their  schemes, 
which,  in  the  first  instance,  were  received  with  horror,  and  would 
have  been  opposed  with  indignation,  came  afterwards  to  be  contem- 
plated with  neglect  and  indifference  ;  and,  in  the  end,  such  as  it  was 
hopeless  and  impossible  to  resist.  He  therefore  put  it  to  the  house, 
whether,  after  having  observed  this  practice,  it  was  impossible  far  us  to 
be  so  credulous  and  childish,  as  to  act  on  the  belief  that  Bonaparte 
would  abandon  the  projects  he  had  formed,  only  because  he  had  him- 
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self  told  us  he  would  persist  in  them,  and  he  wished  the  house  to 
consider  what  was  to  be  our  future  conduct,  if,  after  all  the  warnings 
g-iven  us,  we  were  now  to  surrender  Malta  out  of  our  hands,  and  the 
attack  upon  Eg-ypt  were  to  follow  in  six  or  in  twelve  montlis  after- 
wards. If  the  question  were  closed  here,  Mr.  Pitt  observed,  that  for 
the  reasons  he  had  given,  he  was  prepared  to  maintain,  that  on  these 
grounds  alone  the  war  was  both  just  and  necessary,  and  such  as  ought 
to  call  forth  tiie  utmost  exertions  of  parliainent  and  the  nation  in  its 
support.  But  so  far  was  this  from  being  the  case,  that  there  were 
not  any  one  of  the  leading  transactions  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of 
Amiens,  to  which  his  majesty's  declaration  referred,  which  was  not, 
in  his  opinion,  as  far  as  justice  was  concerned,  a  clear  and  evident 
cause  of  war,  and  such  as  would  have  been  acted  upon,  if  there  were 
sufficient  means  of  co-operation  on  tlie  continent,  in  almost  every 
period  of  tlie  history  of  this  country.  He  here  alluded  to  the  an- 
nexation  of  Piedmont,  to  tlie  transaction  respecting  the  German  in- 
demnities, where  the  French  government,  with  an  arrogance,  he 
believed,  unprecedented  in  the  liistory  of  Europe,  had  presumed  to 
dictate  to  all  Germany  the  detailed  mode  of  arranging  those  indemiu- 
ties — to  the  violence  offered  to  Switzerland,  on  which  he  thought  it  the 
less  necessary  to  dwell,  because  he  believed  the  conduct  of  France 
towards  that  unfortunate  and  devoted  country  had  excited  one  uni- 
versal sentiment  of  detestation — and  lastly,  to  the  continuance  of  the 
French  armies  in  Holland.  After  dwellmg  on  these  points,  it  was 
impossible  to  contend  that  they  were  not  symptoms  of  that  deliberate 
system  of  ambition  and  encroachment  which  had  been  thus  uniformly 
pursued  towards  others,  and  which  was  now  directed  to  a  quarter 
where  it  immediately  affected  our  separate  interests,  and  was  in  direct 
violation  of  the  treaty  with  this  country  itself.  He  here  drew  a 
strong  picture  of  the  continued  and  rapid  succession  of  the  acts  of 
violence  and  oppression  which,  during  this  period,  had  desolated  so 
many  of  the  countries  of  Europe  ;  and  after  comparing  the  irresistible 
force  and  overwhelming  progress  of  French  ambition,  to  those  dread- 
ful convulsions  of  nature,  by  which  provinces  and  kingdoms  were 
consumed  and  buried  in  ruins,  he  asked  whether  we  could  contem- 
plate those  scenes  of  havoc  and  destruction,  without  reflecting  how 
soon  that  torrent  of  liquid  fire  might  direct  its  ravages  against  our- 
selves ?  Having  closed  his  review  of  what  had  passed  on  the  conti- 
nent, he  would  next  refer  to  two  points  which  appeared  in  tlie  cor- 
respondence.  The  first  was  the  demand  which  had  been  made  by  the 
French  government,  respecting  the  restraints  on  the  liberty  of  the 
press,  and  the  expulsion  of  the  French  emigrants  now  remaining  in 
the  country.  On  this  it  was  unnecessary  to  enlarge,  because  the  ui- 
solence  of  the  proposition  was  sufficiently  felt,  and  because  it  had 
been  at  the'time  resisted  by  his  majesty's  ministers,  on  grounds  which 
were  stated  with  great  force  and  ability  in  one  of  the  papers  on  the  ta~ 
ble.  The  second  point  related  to  the  commercial  agents  ;  the  indig- 
nity and  outrage  whicli  attended  their  mission,  v/as  one  of  which  it 
was  difficult  to  speak  witii  composure.  The  French  government  had 
made  a  formal  proposition  to  send  persons  of  this  description,  who  had 
Jievgr  been  found  necessary  even  when  a  commercial  treaty  subsisted. 
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at  a  time  when  not  only  there  was  no  s\ich  treaty,  but  when,  as  ap- 
pears from  the  papers  on  the  table,  the  commercial  intercom-se  of  h:s 
majest}  's  subjects  with  France  was  suffering  every  degree  of  violence 
and  oppression. 

Tliis  proposition  had  naturally  and  wisely  been  refused.  The 
French  g-overnment  tiien  proceeded  clandestinely  to  send  these  agents 
in  the  train  of  their  ambassadors;  and  not  content  with  this  breach  of 
the  law  of  nations,  they  afterwards  addressed  to  them  instructions, 
imder  the  official  character  in  which  they  had  received  admittance; 
and  the  object  of  these  instructions  was  to  direct  them  to  take  mea- 
sures, in  time  of  peace,  for  ascertaining  the  soundings  of  ports,  and 
for  obtaining  military  information  of  districts;  acts  for  whicli  they 
would  have  been  hanged  as  spies  in  time  of  war.  He  maintained, 
therefore,  that  all  these  indignities  and  insults,  as  well  as  the  en- 
croachments and  violences  of  which  he  had  before  been  speaking,  on 
the  continent,  must  enter  deeply  into  our  consideration  in  judging  of 
the  character  and  ultimate  views  and  policy  of  our  enemy.  I'hey 
must  decisively  confirm  us  in  the  resolution  to  employ,  without  he- 
sitation, the  most  vigorous  and  determined  resistance ;  he  felt  con- 
vinced that  tliere  never  v.as  an  occasion  on  which  it  more  clearly 
became  the  indispensable  duty  of  parliament  to  concur  with  his  ma- 
jesty in  the  declaration  of  the  necessity  and  justice  of  the  war  m 
which  we  were  engaged,  and  to  assure  him  of  £rm  and  effectual  sup- 
port. But  in  giving  tliese  assurances,  he  trusted  that  other  gentle- 
men felt  impressed  with  the  same  sense  which  he  did  of  the  awful 
importance  of  the  engagement  into  v»nich  they  were  preparing  to  en- 
ter, and  that  they  considered  those  assurances  not  as  formal  words  of 
ceremony  or  custom,  but  as  a  solemn  and  deliberate  pledge  on  behalf 
of  themselves  and  the  nation  whom  they  represented.  For  his  own 
pai't,  although  he  regarded  the  war  as  a'  war  of  necessity,  and  one 
which  we  could  net  dechne  without  surrendering  both  our  s(?curity 
and  our  honour,  he  should  enter  upon  it  with  little  hopes  of  ultimate 
success,  if  these  sentiments  were  not  deeply  im])ressed  on  the  minds 
of  parliament  and  the  people.  Tlie  scale  of  our  exer-.ions  could  not 
be  measured  by  those  of  former  times,  or  confined  within  tiie  limits 
even  of  the  great,  and,  till  then,  unexampled  efforts  of  the  last  war. 
Some  system  far  more  vigorous  and  effectual  than  any  even  then 
adopted,  would  be  found  necessary,  both  in  our  finances,  and  in  the 
preparation  for  national  defence.  He  was  persuaded,  that  it  could 
only  be  by  providing  in  the  outset,  means  adequate  to  the  whole 
extent  of  tliese  purposes,  that  could  ensure  the  best  chance  either 
of  bringing  the  contest  to  a  speedy  conclusion,  by  convincing  the 
enemy  of  our  sufficiency  to  maintain  it,  or  could  meet  its  continued 
exigencies,  if  necessaiy,  without  the  annual  recurrence  of  growing 
and  accumulated  embarrassments.  We  liad  not  an  option  at  tliis  mo- 
ment between  the  blessings  of  peace  and  the  dangers  of  war.  From 
the  fatality  of  the  times,  and  the  general  state  of  the  world,  we  must 
consider  our  lot  as  cast  by  tlie  decrees  of  providence,  in  a  time  of 
peril  and  trouble— he  trusted  the  temper  and  courage  of  the  nation 
would  conform  itself  to  the  duties  of  that  situation — we  should  be 
prepared  collectively  and  individually  to  meet  it  v/ith  that  rcsigna- 
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tion  and  fortitude,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with  that  active  zeal  and 
exertion,  wliich,  in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  cfth.e  crisis,  niig-ht  be 
expected  from  a  brave  and  free  people — and  we  should  reflect,  even 
i  ;  llie  hour  of  trial,  what  abundant  reason  we  have  to  be  g-ratefvd  to 
providence  for  the  distinction  we  enjoy  over  most  of  the  countries  of 
Europe,  and  for  all  the  advantages  and  blessings  which  national 
wisdom  and  virtue  have  hitherto  protected,  and  which  it  now  de- 
pends on  perseverence  in  the  same  just  and  honorn-able  sentiments, 
still  to  guard  and  to  preserve.  Such  were  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Pitt 
upon  the  causes  and  consequences  of  the  i';  resent  war. 

The  debate  on  Mr.  Fox's  motion  for  endeavouring  to  obtain  the 
mediationof  Russia,  produced  a  very  eloqu^?nt  speech  from  Mr.  Pitt. 
He  rejoiced,  he  said,  to  be  able  to  agree  wiKh  the  honorable  gentle- 
man in  his  general  principles,  tliough  he  could  not  but  remember  there 
have  been  times  when  the  honorable  gentleman  diifered  fi'om  him  on 
the  application  of  those  principles,  with  vehemence  that  looked  vcr) 
like  an  entire  condemnation  of  them ;  but  far  be  it  from  me,  said  he^ 
to  enter  upon  those  topics,  to  call  forth  difierence  of  opinion,  and  to 
provoke  former  disputes.  I  allude  to  them  to  shew  that  the  princi- 
ples I  now  applaud  are  not  nev/  to  me.  My  approbation  of  them  is 
recorded  in  my  past  conduct.  I  am  glad  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man has  proclaimed  them  with  so  much  precision  and  force  ;  I  hope 
they  v/ill  have  the  benefit  of  his  great  authority,  and  the  recommen- 
dation of  his  great  talents  (and  greater  authority  they  cannot  have)  to 
remove  objections  which  have  sheltered  themselves,  perhaps,  more 
than  there  was  ground  for,  under  his  name,  against  all  commoi  cause 
with  the  rest  of  EiU'ope,  and  against  sacrificing,  in  any  circumstances, 
the  least  portion  of  British  interests,  for  the  balance  and  preservation 
of  the  continent.  But  while  I  approve  the  principle  of  keeping  a 
watchful  eye  upon  the  state  of  the  continent,  I  do  not  mean  that,  on 
every  occasion,  upon  every  movement,  we  ought  to  interfere  with 
continental  afiairs.  All  I  say  is,  that  no  great  convulsions  which 
shall  unhinge  the  established  interests  and  dissolve  former  relations 
can  take  place  without  involving  consequences  highly  important  to 
Great  Britain. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  Mr.  Patten  moved  for  a  vote  of  censure  against 
ministers.  The  debate  had  been  protracted  to  a  great  length,  when 
Mr,  Pitt  rose.  His  speech  seemed  to  imply,  in  some  sort,  a  separation 
from  the  mirnstry. — If  I  professed,  said  he,  a  full  and  clear  opinion 
on  the  merits  of  the  case,  to  the  extent  of  either  directly  negativing 
or  adopting  the  resolutions  which  have  been  proposed,  I  should,  fol" 
lov.'ing  the  unbiassed  dictates  of  my  conscience,  give  my  vote  on  that 
side  to  which  my  jud  anent  inclined.  But  to  this  extent,  either  of 
approbation  or  of  censure,  I  am  unable  to  go. 

Those  vv'ho,  with  me,  have  iiot  made  up  their  minds  to  the  exteiU 
of  censuring  miinisters  by  the  adoption  of  the  propositions,  or  ap- 
proving- tliesr  conduct  by  agreeing  to  a  direct  negative,  must  pursue 
some  m.iddle  course.  Impressed,  as  1  am,  with  those  feelingv,  Imovc 
that  the  other  orders  of  die  d-iy  be  now  read.  I^ord  Hawkesbury  made 
a  must  animated  reply,  in  which  he  declared,  that  he  should  consider 
that  he  and  his  colleagues  s'^runk  from  their  duty,  could  they  accept 
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such  a  compromise.     Upon  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  being  put,  06  divided 
with  him  ag-ainst  333. 

On  the  6th  oi"  June,  Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  debate  on  the  militia  bill,  expressed 
some  uneasiness'at  the  delay  of  ministers  in  bringing"  forward  their 
measures.  He  applauded  every  desire  which  ministers  could  manifest 
to  labour  with  perseverence,  to  consider  of  the  best  means  for  the 
safety  of  the  state;  "  but,"  said  he,  "  do  it  effectually ;  and  to  do  it 
effectually,  you  must  do  it  soon.  The  question  now  is,  will  you 
save  your  country  ?  Save  it  in  the  best  and  most  prudent  way,  if 
you  can;  but  save  it!  If  any  prejudice  should  arise  against  you — if 
any  temporary  odium  should  attach  to  your  measiu-es- — if  it  be  for  tlie 
safetyofthe  country,  or  for  its  honovu',  pursue  it — pursue  italtboug'hyou 
may  iiave  to  contend  with  prejudice — pursue  it,  although  you  may  have 
to  encounter  odium — pursue  it,  even  although  you  may  have  to  sub- 
due resistance!  Do  it!  for  the  country  must  be  saved!"  On  the 
23d  of  June,  Mr.  Pitt  again  spoke  in  support  of  ministry,  upon  the 
army  of  reserve  bill.  The  session  terminated  on  the  12th  of  August. 
The  events  of  the  year  1803  were  stamped  with  great  importance. 
The  commencement  of  hostilities  was  accompanied  by  insurrection  in 
Ireland.  This  was,  however,  soon  put  down  by  the  mild  but  vigor- 
ous measures  of  Mr.  Addington's  government.  The  operations  of 
the  war  were  principally  carried  on  in  the  West.  St.  Lucie  was  taken 
by  General  Grinfieldand  Commodore  Hood;  Tobago  capitulated,  De- 
marara,  Essequibo  and  Eerbice  (Dutch  settlements)  were  captured; 
St.  Pierre  and  Miquelon  were  also  taken,  and  finally.  General  Rocham- 
beau  and  8000  men,  together  with  two  frigates  and  some  other  vessels 
lying  in  one  of  the  harbours  of  St.  Domingo,  surrendered.  Two  line 
of  battle  ships  had  just  before  struck  to  the  British  flag. 

Parliament  met  on  the  22d  of  November,  1803.  The  debates 
on  the  9th  of  December,  on  the  army  estimates,  embraced  the  whole 
subject  of  the  general  defence  of  the  country.  Mr.  Pitt  entered  at 
large  upon  the  question.  He  undertook  in  a  very  spirited  manner 
to  support  the  efficacy  of  the  volunteer  establishment,  and  he  proposed 
to  confine  himself  strictly  to  the  subject  then  before  the  com.mittee, 
the  number  and  the  formation  of  the  different  descriptions  of  military 
force  which  had  been  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  empire.  He 
defended  the  propriety  of  establishing  a  large  volunteer  force,  and 
affirmed  that,  the  opinion  of  parliament,  jrepeatedly  and  distinctly 
expressed,  fully  justified  ovn*  having  recourse  to  a  great  national 
force,  independently  of  the  regular  army  and  the  militia  He  looked 
to  the  army  as  the  great  rallying  point  to  which  the  volunteers  must 
have  recourse,  by  whose  example  they  must  be  regulated,  by  whose 
experience  they  muist  be  guided.  But  these  corps,  he  conceived, 
might  be  improve^  a;Kl  matured  to  such  a  degree  of  perfection  as 
v/ould  enable  government  to  employ  a  large  proportion  of  the.  regulars 
abroad.  Of  the  amount  of  the  volunteer  force  he  savr  no  reason 
to  complain  In  their  distribution,  hovv-ever,  he  could  have  wished 
that  the  numbers  had  been  greater  in  the  more  exposed  parts  of  the 
maritime  coast.  For  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  t'nat  a  smaller  num- 
ber of  men  who  could  oppose  the  enemy  immediately  on  then*  land- 
ing,   and  almost  before  they  could  ascend  the  beach,  vvould  be  much 
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rrtore  serviceable  than  a  much  larg-er  number  after  the  enemy  had  ob- 
tained a  footing' in  the  country.  Mr.  Pitt  stated,  that  the  object  he 
had  more  immediately  in  view,  was  to  render  this  force  an  efncient  and 
permanent  army.  He  was  apprehensive  that  the  estimates  contained 
no  adequate  provision  for  g-iving-  them  a  g-reater  degree  of  discipline, 
system  and  improvement.  For  this  object  he  was  desii-ous,  that  all 
volunteer  companies  should  be  brought  to  act  in  battalions,  and 
whenever  it  could  be  done,  in  brigades.  He  also  proposed  to  give 
to  every  battalion  the  assistance  of  a  field  officer  and  an  adjutant; 
such  officers  still  retaining  their  rank  and  pay  in  the  army.  Witli 
respect  to  the  number  of  days,  ^hich  the  corps  should  be  exercised, 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  about  fifty  days  would  be  sufficient  for  the 
next  year,  and  forty  for  each  succeeding-  year,  if  the  house  should 
agree  with  him  in  opinion,  that  the  appointmentof  field  offieers  and  ad- 
jutants should  be  adopted.  Still  the  object  he  had  in  view  could  not  be 
attained  merely  by  the  instruction  of  these  ofiicers,  without  some  reg-u- 
iations  to  ensure  punctual  attendance,  which  would  keep  up  the  num- 
ber of  the  volunteers,  and  give  them  the  liabits  and  steadiness  of  sol- . 
diers.  Looking  as  we  oug-ht  to  look,  to  a  protracted  contest,  we  ought  to 
provide  the  means  of  maintaining  it  for  a  length  of  time;  we  oughtnever 
to  forget  Vvith  v/hom  we  are  contending;  if  it  were  apprehended  that 
the  danger  was  withdrawn,  the  spirit  of  the  volunteers  might  languish 
and  moulder  for  a  time,  though  it  certainly  would  not  be  extinguish- 
ed. It  should  be  the  great  object  of  government  to  prevent  that 
spirit  from  subsiding-,  lest  the  country  be  called  upon  to  meet  the  sud- 
den but  long-  meditated  attack  of  the  enemy.  Perhaps  something  like 
the  compulsory  act  of  the  last  session  might  be  adopted,  during  the 
war,  in  order  to  keep  up  the  number  and  the  punctual  attendance  of 
the  volunteers,  and  to  preserve  that  subordination,  which  is  essential 
to  progressive  improvement.  On  the  subject  of  the  sea  fencibles, 
Mr.  Pitt  observed,  he  should  agree  with  "his  right  hon.  friend  (Mr. 
Windham)  that  if  they  were  composed  cf  a  class  of  men  Uable  to  be 
impressed  into  his  majesty's  sea  service,  it  would  not  only  be  an  use- 
less, but  an  improper  institution.  But  the  main  object  for  wliicli 
they  were  employed  was  to  serve  on  board  gun-boats,  for  which  they 
were  peculiarly  qualified.  In  this  point  of  view,  he  looked  upon 
them  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  parts  of  our  force  ;  and  this  descrip- 
tion of  service  brought  into  activity  a  body  of  men,  who,  being 
chiefly  pilots  and  fishermen,  could  be  neither  employed  in  the  navy, 
nor  be  permanently  taken  from  their  families.  Declining  to  enter 
into  any  wider  field*  of  discuss^«»n,  Mr.  Pitt  concluded  by  stating,  that, 
.'it  the  proper  time,  he  should  propose  the  resolutions  to  which  he  had 
alluded.  In  "a  subsequent  debate  on  the  27lh  of  February,  1804,  Mr. 
P.  enforced  his  former  arguments,  but  he  manifested  some  discontent 
at  the  proposed  measures;  he  felt  a  conviction  ihat  much  remained  to 
be  done,  which  the  bills  before  the  house  coidd  not  accomplish.  He 
proposed  bounties,  fines,  and  other  means  of  stimvdus  to  the  volunteers 
to  undertake  permanent  duty  for  s}iortperiods,and  to  ensure  attendance, 
and  concluded  by  declaring  that  it  was  not  enough  that  our  prepara- 
tions were  great — they  ought  to  be  complete.  In  the  last  reading- 
of  the  bill,  Mr,  Pitt  defended  it  against  the  proposition  of  an  armed 
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peasantr)^  to  which  he  considered  the  volunteer  force  to  be  decidedly 
superior  in  a  country  like  Eng-land,  upon  every  possible  ground  of 
just  comparison. 

From  the  occasional  opposition  which  Mr.  Pitt  had.  made  to  g'o- 
vernment,  it  was  now  evident  that  he  was  dissatisfied  with  the  g-eneral 
measures  of  Mr.  Addington's  administration.  A  motion  which  he 
made  in  the  month  of  March,  for  an  enquiry  into  the  state  of  our  naval 
force,  very  fully  discovered  that  tliis  dissatisfaction  was  of  no  ordi- 
nary extent.  He  proposed  a  series  of  motions  for  an  address  to  his 
majesty,  praying  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  give  orders  for  laying 
before  "the  house  a  variety  of  documents  relative  tO  the  state  of  our 
naval  force  in  the  years  1790,  1801,  and  1803.  When  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  enemy's  preparations  was  considered,  he  said,  it  might  be 
supposed  that  the  great  object  of  the  admiralty  would  have  been  to 
augment  that  Jdnd  of  force  which  was  most  applicable  to  the  pecu- 
liar circumstances  of  the  empire,  but  it  was  not  before  the  beginning 
of  January,  that  any  contract  was  entered  into  for  building;  an.y 
portion  of  that  description  of  force,  and  then  only  'J3  gun  vessels 
were  contracted  for,  of  which  five  were  to  be  completed  at  the  end 
of  nine  months.  Sensible  that  it  was  infinitely  desirable  to  accele- 
rate the  actual  service  of  every  description  of  light  force,  it  was  his 
object,  that  an  account  of  the  orders  Issued  by  the  admiralty^  for 
building  these  vessels  should  be  laid  before  the  house,  specifying  the 
terms  of  the  contract  and  the  time  agreed  on  for  its  completion.  If 
this  paper  should  be  produced,  he  should  feel  it  his  duty,  on  a  future 
day  to  move  that  an  address  be  ])resented  to  his  majesty,  that  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  orders  for  using  greater  expedi- 
tion in  augmenting  that  species  of  naval  force  best  calculated  for 
meeting  and  resisting  any  attack  of  the  enemy,  for  guarding  the 
narrow  seas,  and  for  protecting  the  coasts  of  the  country.  In  the 
course  of  the  last  war^  the  zeal  and  activity  of  the  board  of  admiralty 
had  augmented  the  number  of  ships  of  the  line  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty.  On  the  conclusion  of  peace,  the  permanent  establishment 
of  the  navy  ought  to  have  been  a  subject  of  the  deepest  interest ; 
and  the  propriety  of  supplying  successive  augmentations  should  have 
formed  a  matter  of  uniform  attention.  There  were  two  modes  by 
which  this  subject  might  be  effected:  building  in  his  majesty's  dock- 
yards and  contracting  for  ships  in  the  yards  of  private  merchants. 
From  the  history  of  this  country  for  a  long  series  of  years,  it  ap- 
peared that  building  ships  of  the  line  in  the  merchants'  yards  was 
generally  resorted  to.  During  the  last  war,  no  less  than  26  sail  of 
the  line,  were  added  to  the  navy,  of  this  number  only  two  ships  were 
laid  down  in  the  king's  dock-yards  after  the  war  broke  out,  and 
these  were  not  brought  into  service  till  a  late  period  of  its  duration.- 
The  inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  facts  was  plain.  If  supplies  of 
ships  may  be  required  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  and  there 
is  no  pi'obability  of  procuring  these  supplies  through  the  king's 
dockyards,  those  of  the  private  merchants  must  be  resorted  to. 
But,  if  he  was  not  grossly  rnisinformed,  Mr.  Pitt  said,  the  board  of  ad- 
miralty had  made  no  contract  to  any  extent  for  supplying  the  defi- 
ciencies of  the  navy.    Since  the  year  1801,  when  the  present  board 
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of  admiralty  come  into  power,  not  more  than  two  ships  of  the  line 
had  been  contracted  for  in  any  of  the  merchants'  yards.     It  appeared 
to  him  that  a  strong-er  ground  could  not  be  iirg-ed  for  inquiring  into 
this  subject.     With  respect  to  the  number  of  seamen  now  employed, 
contrasted  with  the  number  in  the  first  year  of  the   last  war,  he  ob- 
served that  the  number  was  then  aug-mented  from  the  peace  establish- 
ment of  16,000  to  no  less  than  76,000.     At  the  commencement  of 
the  present  year,  we  set  out  with  an  establishmentof  50,000,  and  with 
the  prospect  of  a    rupture   from  hovu*  to   hour.      In  consequence 
of   the    prodigious    increase    of   oui'    commerce,    the    mercantile 
marine  of  tlie   country,  the   great  nursery  for  the  navy,  had  in- 
creased iii  an  astonishing  degree  ;  and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  these 
advantages,  Uie  number  of  seamen  had  been  augmented  to  only  86,000. 
Mr.  Pitt  concluded  by  aiew  general  observations,  stating  that,  at  pre- 
sent, he  Vv'ishedthe  production  of  t!ie  papers,   for  which  he  intended 
to  move,  merely  as  preparatory  to  future  inquiry.     Ministers  replied 
at  length  in  their  own  justification,  and  they  had  on  this  occasion  the 
assistance  of  Mr.  Sheridan's  splendid  eloquence.     They  objected  to 
the  production  of  the  papers.     Mr.  Pitt  replied  with  great  force  t^ 
tlie  various  arguments  vvhich  had  been  advanced  against  the  motion- 
He  conside'-ed  the  refusal  of  ministers  to  produce  the  papers  as  tanta- 
mount  to  a  declaration,   that  if  full  information  should  be  afforded, 
doubts  must  still  rest  upon  the  minds  of  the  members  of  that  house, 
which  could  alone  be  removed  by  serious  investigation.     The  first 
prominent  feature  of  this  motion  was,  to  ascertain  whether  we  pos- 
sessed such  a  naval  force  as  would  be  fully  competent  to  the  security 
of  these  islands.     The  next  was,  to  lay  a  foundation  to  keep  the  navy 
upon  such  an  establishment,  that,  whatever  may  be  its  present  condi- 
tion, a  permanent  force  may  be  in  future  supported,  adequate  to  the 
accumulating  perils  to  which  the  nation  may  be  exposed.     "  Are  not 
these,"  he  asked,  "  grave  and  important  considerations  ?     Are  they 
not  directed  to  provide  against  the  greatest  possible  calamity,  and  for 
the  security,  nay,   the  very  existence  of  the  country  ?     I  have  been 
told,   that  i  liave  been  seized  with  a  panic  to  which  the  gallant  heart 
of  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the  admiralty  is  a  stranger. — That  noble 
lord,  I  well  know,  is  superior  to  all  ignoble  fear ;  but  he  would  be 
wholly  unfit  for  the  station  he  occupies,  if  he  were  not  to  entertain  a 
rational  conviction  of  danger ;  if  he   did   not  know  that  difficulties 
were  to  be  encountered,  under  the  mighty  system  of  hostility  adopted 
by  FranCb.     If  ministers  have  felt  none  of  these  apprehensions,  if  to 
this  alarm  or  panic  they  have  been  wholly  superior,  how  are  we  to  ex- 
plain their  recent  conduct  ?     For   what  purpose  have  they  been  en- 
gaging the  time  of  parliament  with  prolix  and  energetic  discussions  on 
the  military  force  necessary  to  defend  the  sacred  soil  of  our  country 
from  insult  and  violation  ? — Whence  all  this  bustle  and  activity,  this 
voluminous  correspondence  with  the  most  eminent  characters  in  mili- 
tary  life  ? — Whence  this  variety  of  measures,    which   I  will  not  say 
they  have  proposed,  but  to  M-hich  they  have  acceded  ?     Is   this  too 
all  vain  delusion  ?     Or  have  they  with  me  been  degraded  by  a  panic 
which  they  assume  when  military  affairs  are  under  consideration,  and 
reject  with  indignation  when  the  naval  force  is  the  subject  of  debate  ? 
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It  has  been  truly  said,  that  the  naval  defence  of  the  land  is  our  national 
passion,  in  which  we  indulge  all  the  excesses  of  instinctive  pride. 
With  this  g-enei'ous  propensity,  let  us  look  to  the  collective  strength 
of  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  coast,  vvhich  seems  to  realize  the  fictions 
of  ancient  story.  Ciui  it  be  supposed,  with  this  view  before  us,  we 
can  for  a  moment  forg-e.t  all  the  advantag-es  of  our  insular  situation  ; 
the  g-lories  of  our  maritime  sti-ength  ;  tlie  navy  which  has  extended 
our  commerce,  which  has  estabUslied  oua-  authority,  v/hich  has  raised 
us  to  the  rank  we  enjoy  amongst  surrounding-  empires,  and  which  has 
conduced  to  ourpoM'er  and  aggrandizement  in  every  quarter  of  the 
earth?  Can  we,  in  the  moment  of  danger,  fail  to  remember  this 
grand  source  of  public  security?  When  the  enemy,  notwitbtanding- 
the  loss  of  their  internal  trade,  their  external  commerce,  their  fisheries , 
the  very  foundation  of  their  navy,  have,  in  the  prosecution  of  a  gigan- 
tic enterprize,  erected  an  artificial  marine  of  prodigious  extent,  are 
we  not  to  proportion  our  means  to  the  new  circumstances  in  which 
we  are  placed,  to  the  new  perils  to  which  we  are  exposed  ?  I  trust, 
therefore,  I  shall  not  be  accused  of  disgraceful  fear  or  idle  panic,  if 
I  contend  that  our  exertions  ought,  at  tliis  moment,  to  exceed  all  for- 
mer efforts,  since  the  dangers  by  which  we  are  encompassed  exceed  all 
former  peril.  In  urging  the  importance  of  the  kind  of  minor  marine, 
w^iich  Mr.  Pitt  had  recommended,  it  was  by  no  means  his  intention, 
as  has  been  misrepresented,  to  lay  aside  the  floating  castles  by  which 
this  country  is  protected;  for  should  the  fiotilla  of  tJie  enemy  ven- 
ture to  our  coast,  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  \vide  destruction  and  general 
confusion  would  be  occasioned  by  the  annoyance  of  our  regular  navy. 
But  among  the  vast  multitude,  some  might  escape.  In  recommend- 
ing, therefore,  this  lesser  navy,  histibjectwas  to  render  certain  that  se- 
curity which  otherwise  would  be  only  probable.  The  larger  ships 
v;ould  constitute  our  first  defence;  our  flotilla  would  be  destined  to 
protect  the  shallows  ;  our  third  expedient  v.ould  be  if  possible,  to 
prevent  by  our  army  the  landing  of  the  enemy;  the  fourth  was, 
should  they  gain  a  footing  on  English  ground,  to  meet  them  in  the 
field  of  slaug-hter.  "  But,"  said  Mr.  Pitt,  "  we  are  amused  with  a 
brilliant  flash  of  eloquence,  not  lately  a  source  of  ordinary  entertain- 
nvnt  in  this  house,  and  v/e  are  told  by  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  She- 
ridan) all  this  scheme  of  gun-vessels  is  a  job.  This  sentiment,  clothed 
in  a  vv^andering  meteor,  wiiich  fixed  its  ray  of  indig-nation  upon  me, 
shall  not  so  far  dazzle  my  organs  of  vision  as  to  prevent  my  discover- 
ing the  way  by  which  I  may  relieve  myself  from  the  terrors  of  its  ef- 
fulgence. It  is  not  necessary  to  conclude,  because  a  service  has  been 
converted  into  a  job,  that  it  is  an  useless  service."  Pvlr.  Pitt  concluded 
by  saying,  he  was  sorry  that  what  he  proposed  might  tend  m  some  de- 
gree to  implicate  Earl  St  Vincent ;  but  he  had  to  repeat,  that  no  ten- 
derness, no  consideration  for  that  character,  high  and  great  as  it  de- 
servedly was,  should  induce  him  to  sacrifice  his  duty  to  the  public, 
whose  safety,  in  such  a  crisis  as  the  present,  was  the  first  object  of 
his  heart.  Mr.  Pitt's  motion  was  lost  by  a  majority  of  71;  but  it 
was  understood  that  some  of  the  documents  for  vvhich  he  had  moved 
wovdd  be  produced. 
Dissatisfied  v/ith  the  mev^sures  which  ministers  had  adopted  for  the 


126  THE     LIFE     OF  A*     1  B04. 

defence  oftlie  country,  Mr.  Fox,  on  the  2odof  Aprilj  moved,  that  it 
be  referred  to  a  conmitte  to  revise  the  several  bills  which  had  been 
passed  during  the  last  and  present  sessions  of  parliament,  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  countrj',  and  to  consider  of  such  further  measures  as  may 
be  necessary  to  render  the  said  defence  more  complete  and  permanent. 
He  supported  his  motion  in  a  very  long-  and  able  speech  ;  Mr.  Pitt 
argued  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  went  into  a  direct  and  bitter  op- 
position. He  expressed  tlie  most  decided  disapprobation  of  the  mea- 
sures of  government.  The  spirited  exertions  which  had  been  made  to 
organize  the  strength  of  the  country,  were  not,  he  said,  to  be  ascribed 
to  the  direction  and  energy  of  ministers.  No  one  measure  could  they 
claim  as  theii"  own ;  -no  one  measure  had  they  improved  and  perfected"^; 
but  many  they  hsd  weakened  and  destrojed  by  their  Incongruities. 
Whatever  then  the  spii-it  and  zeal  of  a  free  and  brave  people  may 
have  been  under  the  sense  of  danger,  ought  fairly  to  be  separated  from 
the  tardiness,  ianguca-  and  imbecility  of  ministers  in  every  thing 
of  which  tliey  have  assumed  the  direction.  Is  it  enough,  Mr.  Pitt 
Sisked,  to  have  pro\ided  against  the  danger  of  a  final  conquest? 
Enough,  he  affirnied,  has  not  been  done,  unless  \\c  have  adopted  every 
practJctJ'Ie  and  ratiojial  neans  of  defeating  tlie  enemy,  should  they 
invade  our  shores,  with  the  least  saci'ifjce  of  life,  with  the  least  waste 
of  the  public  resources,  v,  ith  that  signal  overthrow  and  destruction 
wliich  will  forever  deter  them  from  a  repetition  of  the  attack,  and  for 
ever  relieve  the  country  from  the  alaim  and  anxiety  of  invasion.  In 
conclusion,  the  right  honorable  gentleman  stated,  tljat,  judgii;g  of  mi- 
nisters  from  what  they  had  done,  and  what  they  had  omitted  to  do, 
from  their  slowness  to  adept,  and  their  incapacity  to  act  upon  any 
vigorous  plan  for  tlie  public  defence,  from  the  very  long  consideration 
they  required  upon  even  the  m<3st  trifling  topics,  and  the  very  crude 
and  iil-digested  measures  they,  notwithstanding,  uniformly  brought 
forward;  from  all  these  considerations,  he  felt  himself  urged,  by  a 
strong  sense  of  duty  to  the  house,  to  his  country,  and  to  his  sovereign, 
to  vote  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  consider  of  devising 
some  effectual  means  for  our  protection,  and  for  the  security  of  all 
that  a  great  nation  could  hold  to  be  valuable.  Mr.  Fox's  motion  w  as, 
however,  lost,  by  a  majority  of  52. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  Mr.  Yorke  having  moved  that  the  house 
should  go  into  a  committee  on  the  bill  for  the  suspension  of  the  army 
of  reserve  act,  Mr.  Pitt  was  again  the  opponent  of  administration. — 
After  offering  his  argum.cnts  against  the  plans  before  the  house,  he 
suggested  one  which  he  considered  preferable — this  was  to  reduce  the 
militia,  by  not  filling  up  vacancies  to  40,0C0,  and  to  increase  the  army 
of  reserve  in  proportion  ;  thus  he  thought  that  high  bounties  arising 
from  the  competition  between  the  two  services  would  be  decreased, 
5.nd  the  regular  i  rmy  am  mented.  When  the  army  of  reserve  amount 
to  60,000,  10  or  15,000  should  be  annually  perm'itted  to  enlist  into 
tie  line,  and  the  vacancies  filled  up.  The  ballot  ought  also 
to  be  differently  regulated.  If  the  person  on  whom  the  ballot 
falls  would  not  serve,  he  ought  to  be  excused  on  paying  a  certain 
sum,  and  the  parish  should  find  a  substitute;  where  no  substitute 
could  be  f  )und,  the  sum  should  be  paid  to  the  colonel,  and  the  bounty 
of  the  recruiting  service  be  so  regulated  as  to  keep  that  for  limited 
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service,  below  that  of  the  regular  army.  Mr.  Fox  gave  his  hearty 
assent  to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  and  ministers  carried  the  question  by  a 
majority  of  37  only. 

From  the  tenor  of  these  debates  it  is  obvious,  that  the  military  and 
naval  arrangement3  of  M\\  Aldington's  administration  were  con- 
ceived by  tiie  leaciin)^  members  of  the  opposition,  to  furnish  abun- 
dant materials  for  the  public  dissatisfaction.  Tlie  general  measures 
of  government  were  described  as  having  assumed  such  a  character 
of  indecision,  that  ministers  v.ere  supposed  no  longer  to  enjoy  that 
degree  of  public  conhdence,  without  which  no  administration  can 
maintain  its  ground.  Such  was  represented  to  be  the  state  of  things 
in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year.  About  the  middle  of  February, 
some  traces  were  perceptible  of  a  coalition  which  was  forming  for 
the  express  purpose  of  producing  a  change  in  the  ministry.  Mr. 
Fox,  Lord  Gienville,  and  Mr.  Windham  v.ere  supposed  to  have 
agreed  upon  an  union  of  parliamentary  endeavors  to  effect  this 
object.  It  does  not  appear,  that,  at  this  time,  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Pitt  were  in  unison  with  their  exertions.  That  he  was  decidedly  ad- 
\erse  to  the  ministry  was  undoubted  ;  that  he  was  desn-ous  of  a 
change  in  the  cabinet  was  equally  manifest ;  but  that  he  was  disposed 
uniformly  to  co-operate  witli  this  new  opposition,  is  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain. It  was  not  till  April  that  tiie  opposition  was  strengthened  by 
the  accession  of  Ids  powerful  talen.ts.  To  effect  a  chajnge,  generally, 
seenis  to  have  been  the  sole  aim  of  their  opposition. 

The  fiist  public  intimation  that  a  change  in  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment was  in  agitation  was  indiiectly  communicated  to  the  house  of 
lords  by  Lord  Hawkesbury.  On  the  30th  of  April  a  resignation  of 
part  of  the  ministry  took  place,  and,  it  is  said,  tliat  a  communication 
fiom  his  majesty  Vias  made  to  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  third  of  May,  through 
the  medium  of  the  lord  chancellor.  The  high  office  of  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  Vy  as  at  this  time  offered  to  Mr.  Pitt ;  but  the  tender 
is  reported  to  have  been  made  with  an  express  stipulation  against  the 
revival  of  the  catholic  question,  and  the  adniission  into  the  cabinet  of 
tlie  great  leader  of  the  old  opposition.  On  tlie  Tih  of  May,  an  inter- 
view took  place  between  his  Majesty  and  Mr.  Pitt,  upon  which 
occasion  his  majesty  is  saia  <.o  Lave  expressed  no  objection  to  Lord 
Grenville,  Earl  Spencer,  Mr.  Windliam,  or  indeed  to  any  of  their 
fi lends,  with  one  exception.  L/'pon  this  point  his  majesty's  reso- 
lution was  unalterably  fixed.  A  feAv  hours  after  the  mierview,  Mr. 
Pitt  communicated  the  result  to  Lord  Grenville.  His  lordship,  it 
had  been  stated,  im.mediately  observed  to  Mr.  Pitt,  that  without  in- 
cluding Mr.  Fox  in  the  admin istiation,  and  without  a  complete 
abandonment  of  the  principle  of  exclusion,  not  a  single  member  of 
tlie  new  opposition  would  accede  to  any  nev/  ministerial  arrange- 
ments. It  may  be  proper  to  mention,  that  the  leading  members  of 
the  new  opposition  we  e  die  lords  Gienvilie,  M'.nto,  Fitzwiliiam, 
Carlisle  and  Spencer  ;  Mr.  Fox,  Mr.  Windham,  Mr.  Grenville  and 
,  Mr.  Elliot.  When  the  personal  objection  to  Mr.  Fox  was  stated  to 
him,  and  the  firm  deteimiiuition  cf  those  with  \.  horn  he  had  ^ately 
acted,  not  to  f^rm  any  part  of  an  adm.inistration  frv.m  which  he  was 
to  be  excluded,  he  is  reported  to  have  professed  his  desire  to  see 
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his  majesty  surrounded  by  a  strong-  administration,  and  wished  tlie 
members  of  the  old  and  new  opposition  not  to  be  influenced  by  any 
personal  feeling-,  but  consuk  only  the  good  of  the  country.  Not- 
withstanding this  liberal  advice,  they  refused  to  accept  of  power 
witliOut  the  support  of  his  official  co-operation.  An  explicit  decla- 
ration of  the  sentiments  of  those  with  whom  Lord  Grenville  acted 
was  formally  made  to  Mr.  Pitt,  in  a  letter  dated  the  8th  of  May,  1804, 
of  whicli  his  lordship  is  universally  believed  to  be  the  author.  The 
sentiments  of  Mr.  Pitt  on  the  subject  of  the  formation  of  the  ministry 
were  expressed  in  the  debate  on  the  measure  which  he  afterwards 
proposed  for  the  augmentation  of  the  public  force.  The  choice  of 
ministers,  he  said,  rested  wholly  with  the  crown.  It  was  the  undis- 
puted prerogative  of  his  majesty  to  select  and  leave  out  whom  he 
pleased.  This  was  one  of  the  essential,  fundamental  points  of  our 
monarchicai  constitution.  With  a  direct  reference  to  Lord  Gren- 
ville, and  several  persons  for  whoin  he  had  great  affection  and  esteem, 
he  expressed  his  regret  that  they  had  declined  the  assistance  and  co- 
operation  which  he  had  wished  to  obtain.  He  reminded  them  of 
the  favorable  opinions  they  had  lately  entertained  of  him,  when, 
thinking  higher  of  him  than  he  did  of  himself,  they  had  called  for 
his  return  to  office,  singly  and  unconditionally,  and  said,  that  cir- 
cumstance alone  would  re-inspire  them  with  confidence  and  com- 
mand their  support.  His  allusion  to  Mr.  Fox  was  m.arked  with 
less  personal  and  public  regret ;  for  it  seem^,  Mr.  Pitt  doubted 
whether  his  admission  into  the  cabinet  would,  at  the  saixie  time  that 
it  might  commvmicate  energy  to  his  majesty's  councils,  contribute  to 
produce  that  decided  unity  of  operation  which  appeared  to  be  "so 
exceedingly  desirable.  Sincere  as  he  was  in  his  wisjies  for  an  ex- 
tended administration,  Mr.  Pitt  said,  that  the  radical  difference  of 
associates  which  this  question  had  discovered,  led  him  to  doubt 
whether  it  cotild  have  been  achieved  to  any  permanent  or  beiK-ncial 
effect — an  union  of  elements  so  discordant  might,  he  conceived  have 
produced  an  effect  very  different  from  what  was  hoj,ed  and  in'rended. 
Mr.  Pitt  again  became  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  other  jilaces 
in  adminisiratioji  were  filled  by  Lords  Hawkesbury,  Harrowby,  Mel- 
ville, Camden,  ar.d  Messrs.  W.  Dundasand  Canning,  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  friends  of  Lord  Grenville  Mr.  Addington,  and  Mr.  Fox. 

The  new  aduiiuibtration  having  taken  cheir  seats,  some  efficient 
ineasures,  with  regard  to  military  force  were  expected,  and,  indeed,  the 
residue  ;^f  the  session  was  almost  v»holly  devoted  to  this  subject. — 
On  the  5ih  of  June,  Mr.  I'itt  submitted  to  the  house  a  motion  for 
raising  a  permaiient  military  force,  and  for  the  gradual  redfiction  of  the 
militia — the  plan  was  the  same  as  detailed  in  Mr.  Pitt's  former  speech. 
The  ballot  was  abolished  ;  the  whole  task  of  supplying  the  quota  of 
men  thus  rested  upon  the  parish  officers,  and  a  time  for  non-compli- 
ance was  established.  No  measure  produced  longer  discussion  than 
this,  and  it  was  finally  carried  by  42,  notvidthstanding  the  op];ositioii 
of  the  Grenvilles,  the  Foxes,  and  the  Addingtons.  Little  of  inip-^r- 
taiice  to  the  subject  of  these  anuals  passed  during  ihe  Session.  Mr, 
WilLerforce,  after  a  perseverance  of  16  years,  obtained  a  vote  for  the 
gradual  abolidon  of  the  sl.ave  tra.de.  Parliament  v/as  prorogued  on 
the  SXstof  July. 
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During  this  year  the  offensive  operations  of  the  war  were  wholly 
confined  to  the  blockade  of  the  enemy's  ports,  and  to  attacks  upon 
the  flotilla  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the  invaders  at 
Boulogne.  On  tliese  however,  we  could  make  but  small  impression 
Surinam  did,  indeed  surrender  to  an  armament  under  Sir  Charles 
Green.  The  most  important  act  of  hostility  was  the  detention  of 
four  Spanish  frigates  on  the  5th  of  October.  At  home  great  prepa- 
rations were  made  for  internal  defence,  in  the  equipment  and  direction 
of  the  volunteer  force.  The  principal  events  were  the  seizure  and 
execution  of  the  Duke  d'Enghien,  by  order  of  Bonaparte,  the  ar- 
resting of  Georges,  Pichegru,  arid  Moreau,  on  a  charge  of  conspiracy, 
the  seizure  of  Sir  G.  Rumbold,  the  British  ambassador,  at  Hamburg, 
and  the  elevation  of  Bonaparte  to  the  throne  of  France,  with  the 
title  of  Emperor  and  the  hereditary  succession  to  his  family.  The 
Spanish  declaration  of  war  against  Great  Britain  was  issued  on  the 
14th  of  December. 

Parliament  met  on  the  I3th  of  January,  1805.  The  speech  noticed 
with  approbation  tlie  great  efforts  of  this  country  ;  it  related  that 
Spain  had  declared  war,  and  that  the  papers  should  be  submitted  to 
parliariflent.  A  proposition  of  treating  for  peace  (which  had  been  re- 
centl)^  received)  was  the  only  other  topic,  and  his  majesty  expressed 
his  sincere  desire  to  restore  the  blessings  of  peace,  but  declined  to  enter 
into  further  explanation  till  he  had  consulted  his  allies.  The  debate 
which  followed  was  norremarkable.  Mr.  Fox  was  supported  by  the 
Grenville  party,  and  Mr.  Pitt  received  an  accession  of  strength  in  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Addington,  who  was  now  reconciled  to  Mr.  P.  and  ap- 
pointed to  the  presidency  of  the  council,  with  the  title  of  Lord  Sid- 
mouth.  On  the  11th  of  Feb.  the  Spanish  papers  were  taken  into 
consideration  ;  Mr.  Pitt  opened  the  debate,  and  in  a  speech  of  two 
hours  and  a  half,  recapitulated  the  principal  circumstances  attending 
the  negociation.  From  this  it  appeared  that  Spain  had  entered  into  ah 
offensive  and  defensive  treaty  with  France,  by  which  the  contracting- 
parties  bound  themselves  mutually  to  assist  each  other  with  15  sail  of 
the  line  and  24,000  men.  When  hostilities  commenced,  intelligence 
was  immediately  given  to  our  minister  at  Madrid.  He  was  to  announce 
to  that  court,  that  if  aids  wei-e  afforded  to  France  beyond  a  stipulated 
sum,  such  assistance  to  the  eneTiiy  v/ould  be  considered  a  declaration 
of  war  against  England.  Furth.er,  the  admission  of  troops  from 
France,  was  stated  to  be  a  justifiable  ground  of  hostility.  In  such 
events,  our/ minister  was  to  quit  Madrid,  and  instructions  were  to  be 
given  to  the  commanders  of  the  British  forces,  naval  and  military,  to 
secure  all  the  advantages  the  nature  of  their  situations  admitted.  The 
Spaniards  were  anxious  to  elude  the  terms  of  their  obnoxious 
treaty  with  the  French  government,  and  had  offered  to  g-ive  an 
equivalent  for  the  limited  succours.  The  demand  of  France  was  equal 
to  three  millions  per  ann.  sufficient  in  this  country  to  maintain  three 
shii)S  of  the  line  and24,000  men.  On  the  17th  of  September,  Admi- 
ral Cochrane  gave  intelligence  of  armaments  in  the  port  of  Ferrol, 
The  cessation  of  hostile  armaments  was  asinequa  non  of  our  forbearance, 
but  armaments  were  multiplied.  Measures  of  precaution  were  now 
become  inevitable,  said  Mr.  P.  Having  apprised  Spain  of  the  only 
terms  on  which  we  could  continue  our  system  of  forbearance,  having 
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distinctly  restricted  to  precise  limitations,  the  privileges  of  neutrality, 
having-  told  her  that  any  armaments  inlier  ports,  after  our  connivance 
at  her  pecuniary  succours  to  France,  would  be  deemed  by  us  a  viola- 
tionof  her  pretended  neutrality— a  forfeiture  of  all  the  advantages  of 
our  forbearance,  and  of  that  forbearance  itself;  having  informed  her, 
that,  in  not  conforming  with  the  terms  on  which  we  had  agreed  to  suffer 
her  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  our  moderation,  she  would  place  herself  isi 
a  state  of  war ;  having  added  to  this,  that  such  a  conduct  on  her 
part,  would  amount  to  a  declaration  of  war— what  v.ould  have  been 
said  of  his  majesty's  ministers  if,  when  the  proceedings  of  Spain  had 
violated  every  agreement,  and  all  the  possible  terms  of  her  own  pre- 
tended neutrality,  no  measures  of  precaution  had  been  taken  by  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  ?  I  know  the  intelligence  of  Admiral 
Cochrane  has  been  questioned.  The  single  thing  against  it  to  wliich 
weigiit  is  attached,  is  that  of  a  piece  of'news,  given  by  M.  D'An. 
duaga,  m  one  of  his  notes,  the  last  indeed  to  the^British  government. 
M.  D' Anduaga,  when  first  he  received  the  intellitrence  of  the  seizure 
of  the  frigates  of  his  nation,  addressed  a  note  to  the  secretary  of  state 
for  foreign  affairs,  in  which  lie  states,  that  the  colonel  of  the  regiment 
of  Hiberma  had  received  letters  from  some  ofKcers  of  his  regiment  at 
f- errol,  stating,  that  the  armament  preparing,  in  that  harbour,  of  which 
his  regiment  is  part,  was  destined  togoagain'st  the  insurgents  of  Biscay. 
I  do  not  know  what  gentlemen  think  of  such  information.  I  will 
not  disparage  the  authors  of  it  ;  but  most  certainly  I  am  of  opinion 
that  mformation  from  a  British  admiral  is  higher  authority  than  the 
information  from  the  Hibernian  colonel.  As  to  the  assemblage  and 
arming  at  Ferrol,  it  is  more  probable,  however,  that  they  were  origi- 
nally intended  for  a  secret  expedition  of  some  sort,  but  that  when  it 
became  known  that  Biscay  was  in  a  disturbed  state,  as  the  troops 
could  not  be  spared  for  a  secret  expedition,  they  were  ordered  to  be 
landed,  and  received  a  destination  altogether  remote  from  that  which 
was  assigned  them  under  the  plan  which  had  led  to  their  assemblage. 
If  it  was  otherwise,  it  never  occurred  to  the  governor  of  Gallicia  to 
tell  Admiral  Cochrane,  when  this  officer  wrote  to  him  for  explana-= 
tion,  that  the  armament  at  Ferrol  was  destined  to  act  against  the  Bis- 
cayans.  On  this  subject  the  evidence  of  the  governor  of  Gallicia  is 
conclusive.  This  person,  in  answer  to  the  first  letter  of  Admiral 
Cochrane,  demanding  explanations  of  the  armaments  in  the  ports  of 
rerroi,  replies,  that  it  was  an  arming  of  some  vessels  for  a  secret  ex- 
pedition, and  not  that  it  was  an  expedition  destined  against  the  insur- 
gents of  Biscay.  Mr.  Frere  stated  at  Madrid,  his  apprehensions  re- 
spectingtJiat  armament,  to  which  M.  Gevallos  makes  no  other  answer, 
than  they  were  not  intended  to  hurt  us  ;  not  that  they  were  collected 
to  quell  the  revolt  of  the  subjects  of  Spain,  it  was  scarcely  possible 
that  It  could  be  at  first  intended  to  act  against  the  revolted  province. 
If  the  force  had  been  v/anted  to  quell  an  insurrection  in  Biscay,  and 
that  It  had  been  proper  to  have  sent  such  force  by  sea,  Spain  had 
abundance  of  small  craft  in  which  to  transport  her  troops.  In  the 
second  place,  if  she  must  employ  her  ships  of  war,  what  was  more  ob- 
viously  liKely  to  have  been  her  course,  than  to  have  taken  out  their 
guns  and  armed  her  vessels  en  flute.  Add  to  this,  that  Spain  has  no 
ports,  or  none  at  which  she  could,  with  any  hope  of  safety,  land  troops 
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in  Biscay.     But  where  and  wlien  was  Spain  to  land  her  troops,  if  we 
grant  for  the  sake  of  the  arg-ument,  that  such  was  her  intention  ? 
Wliy,   Sir,  in  the   Bay  of  Biscay;  that  bay,  incomparably  the  most 
tempestuous  in  Europe  ;  and  in  this  bay,    tlie  dread  of  the  hardiest 
mariners,  she  was  to  land  lier  troops,  in  the  midst  of  the    equinoxial 
gales!  Days  and  weeks  elapsed  without  one  order,    account  or    ex- 
planation from  that  court  to  its  minister,  M.  D'Anduaga,  to  remove 
at  the  court  of  England,  those  just  apprehensions,  jealousies,  and  in- 
quietudes which  tlie  known  proceedings  at  Ferrol  were,  of  necessity 
to    create. — Not  one  word  of  explanation  was  given  to  our  Char^'e- 
d'Affairs,  of  the  nature  and  object  of  tliese  armaments  ;  but  he  was 
told,  generally,  that  they  were  not   intended  to  hurt  Great  Britain. 
The  simple  question  in  reference  to  our  moderation  towards  Spain,  is 
not  whether  we  did  not  do  enough,   but  whether  we  did  not  do  too 
much  ! — whether  we  did  not  remit  our  due  vigour  and   decision  in 
not  declaring  war  on  the  instant  ?  If  we  had  at  once  declared  war,  it 
would  have  been  consistent  with  substantial  justice.     As  it  was,  our 
i-eservation  amounted  to  a  pointed  and  conditional  declaration  of  war. 
Even  in  the  detention  of  the  ships  the  moderation  of  his  majesty  and 
his  government  were  obvious  as  unequivocal.     We  detained  the  fri- 
gates of  Spain,  indeed,  but,  by  the  mode  of  that  detention,  we  left  a 
door  open  to  Spain,  to  return  to  her  ancient  friendship,  to  the  line  of 
hev  generous  and  magnanimous  policy  in  better  days,  to  the  course  of 
lier  high-minded,  honorable   propensities  and  feelings,  to  her  true 
interests,  to  the  paths  of  her  renown  and  her  g'lory .  Onthese  grounds, 
and,  I  flatter  myself.  Sir,  it  will  not  be  thought  claiming  too  much 
to  ask,  as  I  do,  the  judgment  of  the  house,  not  in  disapprobation  and 
disavowal,   not  to  question  the  conduct  of  his  majesty's  govern- 
ment, but  to  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  our  unqualiiied  approbation 
of  the  forbearance  and  moderation  of  his  majesty's  dispositiojis  and 
policy  ;  of  his  earnest  desires  to  avoid  hostilities,  by  the  opportuni- 
ties aftbrded  to  Spain  to  alter  her  conduct ;  and  of  our  firm  determi- 
nation to  support  him  in  the  present  war  with  Spain,  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  his  just  perogatives,  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  his  crown, 
and  rights  and  liberties  of  his  people."     Mr.  Grey  having  moved  an 
amendment,  censuring  the  late  and  present  ministry,  the  debate  was 
adjourned  to  the  next  day,  when  it  wr.s  resumed,  and  after  an  eloquent 
reply  from  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer,  the  imiendment  was  neg-a- 
tlved  by  a  majority  of  20r.     On  the   18th,  Mr.   Pitt    produced  his 
budget ;'  the  total  of  supply  was  13,690,000/  for  England,  2,000,000/. 
of  which  were  raised  by  loan.     The  nev/  taxes  were,  25  per  cent,  on 
the  property  tax,  (introduced  during  the  Addington  administration)  a 
tax  on  letters,  legacies,  and  a  variety  of  articles  of  customs  andfexcise. 
The  efforts  of  the  opposition  were  first  directed  against  Mr.  Pitt's  act 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.      The    attack  was  opened  by  Mr. 
Windham,  but  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  speak  upon  the  question.     On  the 
6th  of  March  it  v/as  renewed  by  Mr.    Sheridan,  v/ho  spoke  at  great 
length.     Mr.  Pitt,  in  reply,  defended  tlie  bill.     His  speech  is  chiefly 
remarkable  as  far  as  it  respects  Mr.  Windiiam's  return  to  his  first  poli- 
tical friends,    and  his  secession  from  Mr.    Pitt.    The  houorable  gen- 
tleman, (Mr.  Sheridan)  happens,  said  he,  at  present  to  conciir  in 


132  THE     LIFE    OF  A,     1805. 

opinion  with  a  rig^it  honorable  gentleman,  with  whom  I  have  acted, 
and  for  many  years  concurred  in  opinion  ;  who,  as  to  all  my  persona 
feelings  and  dispositions,  I  still  regard  as  my  right  honorable  friend, 
but  of  whom  I  cannot  politically  speak  in  language  so  suited  to  my 
wishes.     But  as  to  the   cordiality  of  the  two  honorable  gentlemen, 
why,  Sir,  if  it  be  expected  to  be  found  as  it  appears  from  the  speech 
of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  to-night,  notwithstanding  his  pro- 
fessions, I   much  doubt,  whether  lasting  friendship,  or  permanent 
connections  will  ever  arise  amid  engagements  so  dissimilar  and  from 
elements  so  discordant.     The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  Sheridan) 
disclaimed  the  idea  of  opposing,  materially  the  doctrines  or  sentiments 
of  the  right  honorable  gentleman  ;  but  this  he  took  care  to  do  away 
in  a  subsfquent   sentence,  by  rendering  his  forbearace   conditional. 
He  has  told  us,  that  there  was  not  one  principle  in  the  speech  of  the 
right  honorable  gentleman  that  he  does  not  more  or   less  approve, 
although,   in  point  of  tact,  Sir,  there  was  not  one  principle  in  it  that 
he  has  not  unequivocally  disapproved.     lu  many  glaring  parts  of  his 
speech,  this  can  be  detected.  The  honorable  gentleman  tells  us,  that 
he  approves  of  a  varied  force  ;  the  honorable  gentleman  again,  holds  it 
as  a  first  principle,   that  the  military  force  should  be  uniform.     The 
lionorable  gentleman  approves  of  our  having  an  army  for  general  ser- 
vice, one  for  limited  service,  the  militia,  old  and  supplementary,  the 
army  of  reserve,   and   the  volunteers  ;  these  distributions  the  right 
jionorable    gentleman    vilifies  ;    they   are   ingredients  of  our   force 
which  are  decried   by  him,   but   in  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
who  spoke  to  night  (Mr.  Sheridan)  takes  pride,  nay,  even  glories — 
Why,  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman,  we  could  all  perceive,  was  not  able 
tore^trian  his  fervent  disapprobation  of  any  other  system. || Notwith- 
standing this,  I  have  no  reason  tosupp^'se,  that  there  is  not  too  much 
good  humour  prevalent  in  the  dispositions  of  those  two  nevo  friends, 
f()r  any  observations  of  mir\e  to  make  mischief  between  them.     I  do 
know  it  is  not  by  any  means  my  intention,    by   any  observations   of 
mine,  to  make  mischief      As  to  one  of  the  honnable  gentlemen  (Mr. 
Windham)  it  is  a  httle  remarkable,  that  the  system  of  a  various  mili- 
tary force   was  at   one   period   approved  and  supported  by  himself. 
Although   now  cor.demned   by  him,   he   f  >rmerly  contended   for  its 
wisdom'      The  militia,  augmentation  of  the  militia,   supplementary 
militia,  additional  cavalry,  all  these  measures  he  supported  and  ap- 
proved, when  he  was  not  only  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  but  also  secre- 
tary at  war!      I  will  not  enter  into  the  discussion  here,   whatever  I 
may  be  induced  to  do  in  a  more  advanced  stage  of  my  speech  of  the 
opinion  of  gentlemen  respecting  the  degree  of  confidence  that  may  be 
safely  reposed  in  any  of  the  members  of  this  house.     I  wiil  only  say, 
that  vvhen  gentlemen  liave  once  a]>proved  measures,  which  they  now 
condemn  ;  wher.  tiiey  ask  the  house  to  rely,  in  a  peculiar  degree,  on 
their  \visd'.>m  ;  when  they  do  so  at  the  moment  that  we  know  that, 
while   members   of  the  cabinet,   those  measures   wqiQ   never  once 
questioned   by  them,   much   less    reprobated :    when    these    things 
strike  us,  vve  cann  >t  give  implicit  credence  to  self-advised  panegyrics 
of  honoi  able  gentlemen.     The  right  honorable  gentleman,  in  particu- 
lar, differs  from  himself     If  he  will  only  look  into  a  single  page  of 
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the  journals,  he  will  find,  that  the  bill  for  raising  men  in  the  counticf? 
and  parishes,  for  the  aug-mentation  of  the  militia,  the  cavalry,  supple- 
mentary, and  others,  together  With  many  more  measarea,  all  tending  to 
i*ender  our  force  throughoat  of  a  various  description  and  cliaracter. 
Were  every  one  of  them  measures  in  which  the  right  honorable  gentle- 
liian  was  either  jointly  concerned,  or  partly  authorized.  Thus  far,  as 
to  the  consistency  of  the  new  friend  of  the  right  honorable  gentleman 
who  has  moved  you.  The  majority  against  Mr.  Sheridan's  motion  was 
140.  Mr.  Pitt  now  brought  forward  a  measure  for  increasing  the  re- 
gular army.  This  Was  by  permitting  such  a  portion  of  the  militia  to 
volunteer,  as  would  reduce  that  establisliment  to  41,000  for  England, 
8000  for  Scotland;  IITOOO  men  were  expected  by  this  means  to  be  ad- 
ded to  the  line.  On  the  25th  of  March,  Mr.  Fox  presented  the 
catholic  petition,  and  he  said  he  did  it  with  as  much  satisfaction  as  any 
act  of  his  parliamentary  life.  It  is  understood  that  the  catholic  deie- 
g-ates  had  solicited  Mr.  Pitt  to  have  performed  this  ofiice,  but  that 
the  chancellor  had  thought  right  to  decline  it.  The  consideration  of 
the  petition  was  fixed  for  the  9th  of  May. 

A  committee  appointed  for  the  pul'pose  of  inquiiy  into  tlie  naval 
department  had  now  submitted  ten  reports  to  the  house.  In  the  Last, 
circumstances  had  been  stated  of  a  suflicient  importance  to  induce  Mr. 
Whitbfead,  on  Monday,  the  8th  of  April,  to  move  resolutions,  ex- 
pl'essing  strong  censure  of  the  conduct  of  Lord  Melville,  (Mr.  Dun- 
das,  the  present  first  lord  of  the  admiralty).  Mr.  Pitt  replied  to  Mr. 
Gl-ey— Witiioilt  pretending  to  deny,  said  Mr,  P.  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  in  a  great  measure  adhered  to  the  promise  which  he 
made  of  considering  tiiis  subject  with  moderation  aiid  coolness,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  siiy  that  he  has  not  persevered  in  this  resolution 
to  the  efid.  instead  Of  keeping  strictly  to  fiicts,  which  ought  alone 
to  be  considered  in  a  crimitlal  charge,  he  has  appealed  to  the  feelings 
of  various  descriptiouS  of  persons.  Upon  topics  that  are  not  applica- 
ble to  the  preseiTt  occasion.  He  hais  touched  upon  the  public  bur- 
dens, and  hinted  at  tlie  supposition  that  these  burdens,  required  by 
the  pressure  of  the  times,  have  bee'n  aggravated  by  the  abuse  of  the 
itKmey,  the  raishtg  of  which  forms  so  iieavy  a  tax  oh  the  people.  Sir, 
I  ^m  'willing  to;  allow,  as  evefy  man  must,  tfiat  if  the  public  money 
]ye  sc(Handered  by  any  rrtaltersation  on  tfte  part  of  the  officers,  fhear  ! 
hear/)  then  the  matts^'f-'beeomes  a  subject  for  grave  consideration  and 
serious  iriqttify.  But  what  I  complain  of  is  this^  that  the  honorable 
geTfitlenian  has  endealvoured  to  n^Islead  the  public,  by  attempting  to 
rircfrlatc"  tlie  n6tior!,  that  great  additions  have  been  rhade  to  {he  p.ub- 
Kc  burdens,  wh en  nosuch  additions  have  in  the  smallest  degree  £aken 
p'lace,  fbfhe  kno\X'S  that  not  a  shilling  has  been  lost  to  the  pubhc — • 
{kedr  !  hddr  /J— that  fiO  aftegatiori  of  any  Such  I'oss  has  been  mentioned, 
'.md  that,  in'  fact,  no  m'i'SchicV\'Chatever  has'  resutted  from  this  transac- 
tion. Sut  I  hav^  not  only  to  comptain  that  il\e  honorable  genfle- 
ffiaw  laid  aSi'defl'iat  m'oclsratioriwith  wliich  lie  commenced,  but  that  he 
ft^s  given'  a  total'tj^  mistakeU  view  of  the  materials  oh  v/hich  he  fuimd's 
his  charge.  The  honorable  gentleman  tells  Us  tliat  i\\c  noble  lord  bad 
tm  oppofttmity  of  a'lis'^/ering-  f6r  himself,  a's  it  had  been  on  a  fair  and 
itnpiartrai  frijit     I^ei'th'ei'  (M  fi'dble  ford,  nor  the  other  persons  whQ 
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were  examined,  ought  to  be  considered  as  having  been  brought  to  any 
thing  like  a  trial,  upon  which  a  final  judgment  could  be  safely  passed. 
I  do  not  say  this.  Sir,   with  a  view  to  an  opinion  on  the  merits    of 
the  points  before  us.     My  object  is  to  shew  that  our  materials  are  not 
such  as  to  afford  a  safe  ground  for  any  final  decision  — With  respect 
to  the  matters  themselves,  I  do  not  wish  to  deny  that  they  are  of  the 
most  grave  and  important  nature,  but  I  do  again  contend,  that  the  pub- 
lic has  not  only  sustained  no  loss,  but  that  it  has  not  even  sustained 
any  inconvenience  from  the  manner  in  which  the  money  vvas  applied. 
Yet,  at  the  same  time,   I  admit,  that  if  the  public  money  be  even  in- 
correctly managed  by  a  public  officer,   he  is  responsible  for  his  con- 
duct.     I  beg  leave  to  repeat,  that,   from   a  full   consideration   of 
this  report,  I  am  convinced  that  all  the  circumstances  are  not  before 
us  in  the  full,  clear  and  satisfactory  manner,  in  which  they  ought  to 
be,  befora  we  can  give  a  fair  and  impartial  judgment  upon  them;  I 
am  desirous,  however,  that  the  matter  should  be  examined  with  all 
that  moderation,  seriousness  and  coolness,  which  ought  ever  to  attend 
an  aifair  of  this  nature.     Without  a  long  delay,  not  much  beyond  the 
holidavs,  by  agreeing  to  the  motion  for  a  secret  committee,  for  which, 
I  shall  have  the  honor  to  move,  the  house  will  have  tlie  matter  clearly 
before  them ;   and  it  is   only  by  this  mode  of  proceeding  that  the 
whole  can  be  fully  investigated,  so  as  to  prepare  it  for  a  just  and  im- 
partial decision.     The  commissioners,  it  ought  to  be  observed,  do  not 
pretend  to  say  that  there  were  larger  issues  from  the  exchequer  to  the 
bank,  than  if  a  more  plain  and  correct  mode  of  conducting  the  busi- 
ness of  the  navy  had  been  adopted.     They  admit,  as  a  fact,   that  tlie 
issues  were  not  larger.     There  were  none  that  could  increase  or  acce- 
lerate the  employment  of  the  money,  and  consequently  it  is  evident 
that  the  burdens  of  the  people  have  not  been  augmented;   nor  has  it 
been  proved  that  a  single  individual  has  been  retarded  in  receiving 
his  payments.     Upon   the  whole,  it   is   certainly  my  opinion,   and  I 
trust  that  tliose  who  have  read  the  report  carefiiUy,  have  perceived, 
that  before  a  proper  decision  can  be  given,  many  circumstances  of  elu- 
cidation are  required.     On  the  face  of  the  accounts,  100,000;^.  is  the 
ivhole  amoimt  of  the  advances  to  Lord  Melville.     It  is  known,  that 
t)f  all  the  sums  of  160  millions  which  had  passed  through  the  hands 
of  Lord  Melville,  every  farthing  has  been  applied  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  issued,  and  has  been  regularly  accounted  for.     Mr.   Pitt 
went  on  to  state  his  reasons — there  were  errors  in  the  balances  stated 
in  the  report,  and  the  mixture  of  public  and  private  accounts  by  Mr. 
Trotter,  Lord  Melville's  agent — these  circumstances  called  for    an 
examination  by  a  select  committee.    A  very  animated  discussion  ensu- 
ed, and  the  division  of  the  house  manifested  an  exact  equality  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  members,  216  being  for,  and  216  against  the  motion ; 
the  speaker  gave  his  casting  vote  against  the  minister.     Mr.  Pitt  hav- 
ing moved  an  adjournment  for  one  day,    Mr.   Fox  objected  to  it, 
declaring  that  the  country  was  in  the  hands  of  a  disgraced  ministry.— 
It  was,  however,  carried  on  Mr.  Pitt's  hinting  that  in  such  circum- 
stances it  was  necessary.     Lord  Melville  the  next  day  resigned  his 
office.     On  the  succeeding  Wednesday,  Mr.  Whitbread  followed  up 
the  resolution  of  Monday,  with  moving  an  address  to  his  majegty 
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to  remove  Lord  Melville  from  all  places  ©f  trust  and  emolument, 
which  he  held  during- the  pleasure  of  the  crown.  On  this  occasion 
Mr.  Pitt  rose  merely  to  say,  that  while  the  present  resolutions  remain- 
ed upon  the  journals,  it  would  be  impossible  for  any  minister  to  ad- 
vise his  majesty  to  confer  any  employment  upon  the  noble  viscount. 
After  some  debate  the  motion  was  withdrawn.  The  house  voted  that 
the  resolutions  of  Monday  should  be  laid  before  his  majesty,  and 
carried  up  by  the  whole  house.  Mr.  W.  then  gave  notice  of  a 
motion,  that  the  attorney  g-eneral  be  instructed  to  prosecute  Lord 
Melville  and  Mr.  Trotter.  It  was  upon  this  question  that  the  final 
separation  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  Lord  Sidmouth  took  place.  It  is  said  that 
Mr  Pitt's  first  intention  was  a  direct  opposition  to  Mr.  Whitbread's 
resolutions,  and  that  he  consented  to  forego  this  idea,  m  order  to  ob- 
tain the  support  of  Lord  Sidmouth's  friends,  upon  the  middle  and 
wise  proposition  of  a  select  committee.  Differences,  however,  arose, 
upon  the  conduct  to  be  observed  in  the  future  stages  of  the  qiiestion, 
and  Lord  Sidmouth  resig-ned. 

The  case  of  Lord  Melville  was  a.^itated  in  a  variety  of  forms 
during  the  session.  It  is  sutricient  for  the  purposes  of  this  work  to 
quote  Mr.  Pitt's  speech  on  the  1st  of  May,  when  Mr.  Whitbread 
moved  the  house  to  address  his  majesty  to  dismiss  Lord  Melville  from 
all  offices  of  trust  and  emolument.  After  stating-  the  reasons  tJiat 
induced  him  not  to  be  the  person  to  advise  the  measure  of  Lord  Mel- 
ville's name  being  erased  from  tlie  list  of  privy  counsellors,  Mr.  P.  said, 
that  under  a  change  of  circumstances  he  had  done  so.  I  confess,  Sir, 
and  I  am  not  ashamed  to  confess,  that  I  did  not  advise  this  step  with- 
out a  bitter  pang,  but  a  sense  of  public  duty  gave  way  to  private  friend- 
ship and  esteem.  I  will  not  erase  from  my  bosom  feelings  of  private 
affection,  but  I  cannot  sufier  those  feelings  to  interfere  with  what  I 
find  to  be  the  declared  sense  of  a  majority  of  this  house.  I  own 
the  step  was  by  me  reluctantly  taken,  but  it  was  not  for  me  to  dis- 
pute the  wisdom,  or  to  thwart  the  wishes  of  parliament.  After  what 
I  have  said,  I  trust  the  honorable  gentleman  will  see  the  propriety  of 
withdrawing  his  motion.  Every  public  object  is  now  obtained 
which  the  motion  could  accomplish,  and  I  am  sure  the  honorable 
gentleman  has  candour  and  humanity  enough  not  to  press  discussions, 
the  only  effect  of  which  must  be  to  wound  the  already  severely  afflict- 
ed feelings  of  an  unfortunate  individual. 

The  catholic  emancipation  came  on  upon  the  13th  of  May.  Mr. 
Fox  opened  the  question  at  great  length,  and  was  supported  by  Mr. 
Grattan,  the  celebrated  Irish  orator,  who  was  brought  into  parliament 
for  the  purpose  of  speaking  upon  this  great  national  subject.  An 
adjournment  of  the.  debate  took  place.  Mr.  Pitt  did  not  rise  till  near 
the  close  of  the  second  night's  discussion.  In  the  first  place,  Mr. 
Pitt  said,  I  must  express  my  great  satisfaction  at  the  temper  and  mo- 
deration with  which  the  subject  has  been  brought  before  the  house, 
and  I  trust  that  nothing  on  my  part  will  disturb  that  coolness  and  . 
impartiality  with  which  a  question  of  so  much  magnitude  should  be 
discussed.  The  petitioners  do  not  ground  their  demands  on  any 
claim  of  right,  and  though  the  honorable  gentleman  may  not  have 
renounced  his  private  opinion  upon  the  subject,  he  is  content  to  let 
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t,lie  matter  be  discussed  on  the  ground  of  expediency.  For  ray  own 
part  I  v.m  ready  to  coiifess,  thtit  I  never  did  consider  tliis  question  as 
at  ail  hivoivijig-  any  chsim  of  right,  and  that  it  was  solely  on  princi- 
ples of  expediency,  that  I  should  have  ever  recommewled  it  to 
yovi?  consideration.  The  distinction  appears  to  me  broad,  evident 
and  fundanienlal.  Riglit  is  that  vvhich  is  independent  of  circum- 
stances ;  expediency  that  which  includes  the  consideration  of  cir- 
cumijtances,  and  is  wholly  governed  by  them,  and  dependent  on  them. 
All  questions  of  the  enjoyment  of  powei',  the  exercise  of  franchise, 
and  the  admissibility  to  office,  must  be  decided  by  views  of  g-eneral 
convenience  and  advantage,  and  are  not  in  the  nature  of  perfect  personal 
rights,  because  they  are  bestov/ed,  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  indivi- 
dual, but  conferred  for  the  sake  of  the  state,  for  which  the  pov/er  is 
exercised,  and  the  duty  performed.  In  this  view  we  are  bound  to 
consider  not  the  advantages  of  a  measure  under  one  particular  view 
or  one  set  of  circumstances,  but  to  look  at  it  as. involving  a  multi- 
tude of  consequences  in  its  adoption,  in  its  execution,  nay,  in  its 
v^ery  discussion,  and  in  the  manner  and  time  of  its  agitation.  On 
this  principle  I  felt,  that  entertaining,  Jis  I  did,  a  M'isb  for  the  re- 
peal of  these  lav,  s  previous  to  the  luilon  with  Ireland,  it  could  not 
Ijave  been  consistent  with  th.e  permanent  safety  of  the  protestant 
interest,  with  the  established  frame  and  constitution  of  that  country, 
or  with  the  existence  of  the  connection  with  Great  Britain,  that 
such  privileges  should  have  been  conferred  upon  the  catholics. 
After  the  union,  indeed,  I  saw  the  matter  in  a  dilTerent  light,  and, 
though  certainly  no  pledge  was  given  to  the  catholics,  that  their 
claims  should  be  granted,  I  then  was  of  opio.ion  that,  if  it  was  found 
3-ight  to  grant  the  claims  of  the  catholics,  they  miglit  be  granted  with 
more  safety  to  tlie  general  interests  of  the  protestants  and  of  the  whole 
empire,  and  even  if  rejected,  they  might  be  rejected  with  less  danger 
to  the  tranquiility  of  Ireland,  than  IT  that  country  had  continued  under 
a  local  leg^islature.  I  thought  too,  that  such  concessions  vv^ould 
have  been  g-ranted  by  a  united  parliament,  under  sucli  guards  and 
securities  for  our  civil  and  ecclesiastical  constitution,  as  would  en- 
tirely remove  tlie  danger  which  many  apprehended  might  arise  from 
so  great  a  departure  from  the  policy  of  former  times.  Yet  allowing 
livery  thing  for  the  good  intentions,  for  the  sincerity  of  the  catholics 
in  their  declarations,  that  tlicy  have  no  disposition  to  avail  therh- 
sclves  of  any  power  they  maj'  attain,  to  endanger  tlie  church,  or  to 
encroach  upon  established  interests,  I  do  not  think  it  injurious  to 
Ihem  to  suppose  that  on  some  future  occasion,  under  the  temptation 
of  some  favourable  opportunity,  they  miglit  feel  that  natural  wish, 
find  one  particularly  incident  to  tlie  catholic  religion,  to  aggrandize 
the  principles  to  which  they  are  attached.  It  would  have  been 
wise  and  proper  not  to  have  departed  from  the  policy  of  former 
ages,  without  adopting  new  securities  for  church  and  state  suitable 
to  the  circnmstances  of  the  times,  and  to  the  novelty  of  the  dangers 
that  might  be  apprehended.  I  th.ought  these  precautions  ought  to 
be  adopted  on  difierent  grounds  from  any  inherent  suspicion  of  the 
catholics,  whose  general  loyalty  I  am  as  willing  as  any  man  to  admit. 
I  know  that  it  was  not  as  catholles  that  so  many  persons  of  that 
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persuasion,  v/ere  engaged  in  the  rebellion.  It  is  true  that  the  re- 
bellion sprang  from  those  principles  of  jacobinism,  which  were  let 
loose  in  France  ;  but  it  is  not  unfair  to  say  also,  that  the  influence  of 
the  priests  themselves,  corrupted  by  jacobin  principles,  may  not  have 
been  without  effect  in  aggravating  the  evil.  For  this  reason  it  ap- 
pears to  me  desirable  to  provide  checks  corresponding  to  the  danger 
to  be  apprehended;  checks  not  spplying  to  the  catholics  as  cathohcs, 
but  such  tests  as  would  be  a  security  against  the  principles  on  which 
the  rebeiiion  originated.  I  saw  that  these  views  and  considerations 
were  to  be  combined  into  a  system  under  which  the  catholics  would 
be  satisfied,  and  the  protestants  safe.  Locking  at  the  various  interests 
to  be  conciliated,  the  different  objects  to  be  secured,  I  was  desirous, 
if  possible,  to  find  that  concurrence  which  would  have  given  a  fair 
chance  for  carrying  into  effect  a  well-matured  and  digested  system, 
without  the  danger  of  those  obstacles  that  might  pervert  its  tendency 
or  defeat  its  effect.  Unless  done  with  these  regards,  the  advan- 
tages of  the  measure,  I  conceived,  would  be  lost.  Unfortunately, 
however.  Sir,  circumstances  occurred  which  prevented  me  from 
bringing  forward  this  great  question  in  the  manner  I  had  hoped 
for.  These  circumstances  certainly  did  appear  to  me  of  a  nature 
which  rendered  it  expedient  for  me  to  relinquish  the  situation  I  then 
held  in  his  majesty's  government,  for,  consistently  with  m.y  own  feel- 
ings I  could  not  bring  forward  the  subject  while  such  circum- 
stances  existed,  and  1  could  not  bring  myself  to  be  a  party  to  the 
agitation,  far  less  to  the  pressing  of  a  measure,  to  whose  success  there 
was  an  irresistible  obstacle.  My  object  was  to  allay  the  ferment  that 
had  too  long  fatally  existed,  to  crush  all  odious  jealousies  and  dis- 
tinctions, but  tliat  object  I  never  could  hope  to  obtain  by  pressing  the 
consideration  of  a  measure,  professing  to  have  these  objects  in  view, 
when  1  must  have  been  sensible  that  the  minds  of  men  were  not  pre- 
pared for  its  reception,  when  I  vias  conscious  it  could  not  be  carried 
in  that  spirit  of  harmony  from  which  all  its  utility  v»as  derived.  This, 
Sir,  is  my  view  of  the  subject  imnjediately  subsequent  to  the  union, 
and  this  view,  on  the  most  mature  consideration,  continues  un- 
changed. Mr.  Fox's  proposition  was  negatived  by  a  division  of  336 
against  124. 

No  other  discussion  of  importance  took  place  during  the  remainder 
of  the  session,  which  Was  concluded  on  the  13th  of  July. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  greatest  efforts  had  been  used 
by  the  British  governm.ent  to  awaken  the  continental  powers  to  a  just 
sense  of  their  own  honour  and  of  the  dangers  that  awaited  them  from 
the  enormous  power  of  France,  and  to  induce  the  three  great  princes 
to  make  common  cause  with  this  country.  Buonaparte  in  the  mean- 
while was  increasing  his  preparations  for  invasion,  and  they  were  so 
nearly  matured,  that  the  attempt  was  expected  to  be  made  every  day, 
when  the  French  troops  were  suddenly  marched  from  Boulogne  to 
Germany.  A  coalition  had  indeed  been  formed,  and  upon  a  scale  of 
such  magnitude,  that  ministers,  Avith  reason,  hoped  a  miost  successful 
issue.  The  precipitancy  and  fatal  errors  of  the  Austrians  are  known, 
and  the  consequent  defeat  of  the  coalesced  monarchs  by  the  disgrace- 
ful capitulation  of  Ulm  and  the  victory  of  Austerlitz,  which  enable^ 
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Buonaparte  to  dictate  peace  to  the  emperor  of  Germany,  to  compel  the 
emperor  of  Russia  to  march  his  army  back  tcs  his  own  dominions,  and 
to  new-model  the  territories  and  governments  of  the  German  princes. 
The  depression  which  events  so  calam.itous,  and  so  entirely  beyond  the 
ordinary  occurrences  of  war.  produced  in  Enghnd,  was  great  and  ge- 
neral. The  nation  could  scarcely  be. roused  by  the  glorious  battle  of 
Trafalgar.  Mr  Pitt,  whose  health  had  long  been  declining  under  the 
fatigues  of  never-ceasing  attention  to  the  affairs  of  his  country,  sunk 
beneath  the  calamity.  He  had  been  to  Bath  for  the  benefit  of  the 
waters,  and  had  returned  to  London  for  the  purpose  of  attending  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  when  his  disorder  increased  to  an  alarming  de- 
gree. It  was  an  hereditary  gout,  attended  with  extreme  weakness 
brought  on  by  a  too  anxious  attention  to  business.  His  nervous  sys- 
tem was  so  shattered  as  to  deprive  him  for  weeks  together  of  sleep^ 
Water  in  the  chest  and  extraordinary  debility  of  the  stomach  super- 
vened. 

On  Tuesday,  the  21.st  of  January,  1806,  his  disorder  vv^as  so  aggra- 
vated, that  all  expectation  was  at  an  end.  It  became  necessary  for 
his  physicians  to  declare  an  opinion,  and  that  Mr.  Pitt  himself  should 
be  made  acquainted  with  his  imminent  danger.  The  bishop  of  Lincoln, 
his  tutor  and  friend,  who  had  constantly  attended  him,  fulfilled  the 
painful  oflSce  with  firmness.  Mr.  Pitt  was  hardly  sensible : — this 
dreaded  .shock  had  scarcely  power  to  dissipate  his  lethargy ;  but  after 
a  few  moments  he  waved  his  hand,  and  was  left  alone  with  the  bishop. 
He  had  desired  that  some  papers  should  be  brought  to  him,  to  which 
his  signature  was  necessary ;  and  after  he  had  settled  all  wordly  con- 
cerns, he  desired  to  receive  the  sacrament  from  his  venerable  friend, 
and  it  was  accordingly  administered.  Some  time  passed  in  the  solemn 
duties  of  religion.  His  will  was  made  in  a  calm  interval  between  this 
time  and  the  following  day.  He  had  signified  a  desire  to  write  a  few 
lines,  but  his  exhausted  condition  deprived  him  of  the  power.  The 
physicians  now  thought  proper  to  discontinue  medicine  During 
the  morning  of  Wednesday  repeated  inquiries  were  made  after  him, 
and  a  statement  of  his  danger  was  transmitted  to  his  majesty,  to  his  re- 
lations, and  most  of  his  friends;  lady  Hester  Stanhope,  his  niece,  and 
Mr.  James  Stanhope  had  an  interview  with  him  on  Wednesday  morn- 
ing, and  received  his  last  adieu;  his  brother,  the  Earl  of  Chatham, 
took  his  last  farewel  in  the  afternoon.  The  bishop  of  Lincoln  con- 
tinned  with  him  all  night.  The  mortal  symptoms  were  now  approach- 
ing to  a  crisis.  His  extremities  were  already  cold,  and  his  senses  be- 
gan to  fail.  As  a  last  and  desperate  effort  to  protract  life,  blisters  were 
applied  to  the  soles  of  his  feet;  they  restored  him  to  something  of 
sensation  and  recollection,  but  they  could  arrest  nothing  of  the  pro- 
gress of  death.  It  is  said  that  he  continued  clear  and  composed  till  a 
short  time  before  his  dissolution,  which  took  place  without  a  strug'gle, 
at  half  past  four  on  the  Tliursday  morning,  and  the  last  words  that 
trembled  on  his  lips  were 

''OH!  MY  COUNTRY!" 
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